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Village Creek Yard of the Month 

MAY, 2014
12634 Willow Breeze 

Thank you to Plants for all Seasons for donating the gift certificates for each month’s winner.
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IMPORTANT NUMBERS

EMERGENCY NUMBERS or 911
CenterPoint-Gas Leak..........................................713-659-3552
Constables Office................... 281-376-3472, www.cd4.hctx.net
Klein Fire Dept. ..................................................281-376-4449
Poison Control Center.........................................800-764-7661
Willowbrook Methodist.......................................281-477-1000
EMERGENCY 24 HOUR LINE........................281-537-0957
(select 'emergency' option)
SCHOOLS
Tomball ISD ......................281-357-3100, www.tomballisd.net
Willow Creek Elem (K-4)....................................281-357-3080
Northpointe Int (5-6)...........................................281-357-3020
Willow Wood Jr (7-8)..........................................281-357-3030
Tomball High (9-12)............................................281-357-3220
Tomball Memorial High School...........................281-357-3230
Transportation......................................................281-357-3193
HOA MGMT
Preferred Management.........................................281-897-8808
	 Patti Tine.......................................... patti@preferredmgt.com
	 Fax ...................................................................281-897-8838
. Mailing: P.O. Box 690269 Houston, TX 77269

Village Creek Community Association Website:
www.preferredmgt.com/villagecreek/home.asp

SERVICES
CPS......................................................................713-626-5701
CenterPoint-Gas..................................................713-659-2111
Dead Animal Pick up...........................................713-699-1113

Domestic Violence...............................................281-401-6250
FBI.......................................................................713-693-5000
Harris County Animal Control............................281-999-3191
Houston Chronicle..............................................713-220-7211
Sweetwater Pools..................................................281-988-8480
Lost Pets....http://www.preferredmgt.com/villagecreek/home.asp
Municipal District Services (24 hrs).....................281-290-6500
Reliant–Street lights.............................................713-923-3213
	 ........................................www.centerpointenergy.com/outage
Sex Offenders........................................www.familywatchdog.us
Comcast - Cable/High Speed Internet..................713-341-1000
Republic Waste.....................................................713-849-0400
	 Trash pickup Tues/Fri
	 Recycling Fri (only newspapers/#1 & 2 plastics/aluminum cans)
Yard Stork ..........................................kpuente@garygreene.com
NEWSLETTER
Editor
Gordon Watson………………………..watson.g@sbcglobal.net
(Articles must be submitted by the 5th of each monh)
Publisher - Peel, Inc..............................................512-263-9181
Advertising................advertising@PEELinc.com, 888-687-6444
RESIDENT BOARD MEMBERS
Tom Brogan...............................................................................
Sharon Gabbert..........................................................................
Russell McMurtrey.....................................................................
Laura Domangue.......................................................................
Guy Gibson...............................................................................
Website...............................www.preferredmgt.com/villagecreek

13422 Grant Rd. | Cypress, TX 77429

Cypress 281-370-8022The Woodlands 281-363-1962
10700 Kuykendahl Rd. | The Woodlands, TX 77381 

w w w . fl a h e r t y s fl o o r i n g . c o m

*** Must present coupon at time of purchase. Limit 1 per customer. Discount on Material Only. 
Not valid with any other offer or discount. See Store for Details. Limited Time Offer.

$100 OFF (Your Flooring
Purchase of

$1500 or more)

Bashans Painting
 & Home Repair

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Hardi Plank Installation
• Wood Replacement
• Sheetrock Repair
• Interior Carpentry
• Cabinet Painting
• Wallpaper Removal and  
  Texturizing
• Pressure Washing
• Fence Repair/Replacement

Commercial/Residential
Free Estimates

281-347-6702

References Available • Fully Insured
NO PAYMENT UNTIL COMPLETION

281-731-3383cell

bashanspainting@earthlink.net

• Garage Floor Epoxy
• Custom Staining
• Roofing
• Gutter Repair/Replacement
• Faux Painting
• Door Refinishing
• Window Installation
• Trash Removal
• Ceiling Fan/Light Fixtures
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In  Apr i l ,  th e 
E a s t e r  B u n n y 
came to Vil lage 
Creek atop a fire 
truck for a festive 
celebration.  With 
lots to do including 
an egg hunt, train 
r ide ,  f i re  t ruck 
demonstration, and 
pony rides, a good 
time was had  by 
all ages.  

EASTER
BUNNY 
CELEBRATION

IN APRIL

We have a burglar alarm…mainly because it was here when we 
moved in.  Last week it had a low battery alarm.   It happened 
that the 12 volt batteries in our garage door opener are the same 
voltage, amp hours, and physical size, so I had the luxury of trying 
one of them.  It took over a day for the low battery indication 
to go away, but it finally did.  Now I need to remember to order 
a replacement battery.

One of our lawn irrigation zones didn’t make it through the 
winter.  Unfortunately, one of the zones that didn’t come on was 
controlled by one of the two “missing” underground valves.  I 
made the mistake of not finding and sketching on a drawing 
where ALL of the underground sprinkler valves are before we 
had poured a concrete sidewalk and a pad for our garden shed.   
These missing valves have bothered me for several years.  I figured 
they were under concrete.  Now I was forced to find them.   I 
started by marking where all of the non-working sprinklers were 
with little flags. Then I asked myself where I would have run the 
pipes if I had done the original installation.  Finally I started 
digging (potholing, they sometimes call it) to find the pipes 
serving the sprinkler heads.  It turned out that they were NOT 
UNDER concrete, and were deeply buried in a location which 
made complete sense.  I fixed the valve and updated the sketch 

showing all valve locations.  I should note that some professional 
irrigation people use electronic locators to find these valves.  If 
you are missing several, it might be worth it to hire it done. 

On a vaguely related subject, my wife, who is remarkably good 
at organizing things, started a binder (actually three) where we 
put all of the operating manuals and sketches for the house.   It 
is so nice to be able to quickly find something.  I do need to help 
keep it orderly, as I tend to be somewhat random in my filing.  

Remember to pour a half cup (or so) of chlorine bleach into 
your air conditioner condensate drain yearly or so.  Use a funnel, 
and do not spill the bleach on your clothing, eyes, or furnace.  It 
is highly corrosive.  I know of a situation where this drain was 
ignored.  The drain line in the bathroom came apart because 
of pressure caused by the clog.  If they had been on vacation 
it would have been a mini-disaster.  Have the condenser coil 
(outside) cleaned yearly or so depending on how dirty it is 
around your unit.  Change your furnace/Air Conditioner filters 
at least yearly (or more…depending on your lifestyle).  If you 
can see a bright light through a filter, it is not very dirty.   Air 
conditioning uses 220 volts and equipment which can come 
on without warning.  If you are not comfortable with such 
maintenance, hire a professional.  

Handyman Helpful Hints
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3D Mammograms now 
available!
•	 3D	Mammography	(tomosynthesis)	is	a	FDA	approved		
	 imaging	technology	designed	for	early	breast	cancer		
	 detection.
•	 Evening and weekend hours are available.
•	 *Schedule	your	mammogram	today	and	receive	a	free	Bath		
	 and	Body	Works	gift	set!
	

*$9.99	retail	value.	Offer	good	while	supplies	last.	Bath	and	Body	Works	is	not	a	sponsor	of	this	promotion	and	is	not	affiliated	with	Cypress	Fairbanks	Medical	Center	
Hospital	or	Cypress	Fairbanks	Women’s	Imaging	Center.

281-897-3121 • CyFairWomensImaging.com • 11307 FM 1960 West, Suite 340, Houston, Texas 77065

To schedule your mammogram, 

call 281-897-3121. 

Most of us love trees, and hate to cut any tree down; however, 
within the next months, many diseased and dying trees will 
be removed from the Village Creek common areas. Most of 
these trees are oaks which, after nearly 
fifteen years, are stunted, and have not 
established themselves. Our arborist 
recommended against trying to fix 
stunted trees with trimming, water and 
fertilizer.   It is better, he says, to start 
fresh with new, healthy trees.  Dead 
or dying pines will be removed if they 
are a potential hazard. A few Chinese 
tallow trees near the Village Creek sign 
(at Spring Cypress) will be removed 
because they are inappropriately placed, and are a significantly 
invasive tree. (http://www.texasinvasives.org).   

It is the Landscape Committee and Village Creek Board’s 

intent to replace trees; however, many will be in different 
locations.  In some cases, the original oaks were planted along the 
street in a narrow boulevard where they would eventually cause 

serious sidewalk, curb, and road issues.  
In addition, some oaks were planted 
too close together to assure long term 
success.  In the future, trees will be 
planted in areas where there is room to 
grow without causing problems.

In most cases, new trees will not 
be oaks.  For the common areas, a 
list of recommended trees is being 
created. These trees will be chosen for 
beauty, longevity, and suitability for 

the location. When the list is finalized, it will be published. 
The Landscape Committee and Board are committed to add 
diversity with many other suitable trees.  

Village Creek Common Area Trees
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JUNE LAWN COMMENTS

A must-read publication is Texas A & M’s “Maintaining St. 
Augustine Grass,” by Taylor & Gray.      (http://publications.
tamu.edu/TURF_LANDSCAPE/PUB_turf_Maintaining%20
St.%20Augustine%20Grass%20Lawns.pdf ).  

This is a summary.  There is so much in the article that you 
must read it completely.  Some highlights are the following:

a. 3” mowing height for both sunny and shady areas.
b. It is best not to bag clippings.  Leave them on the lawn. 
c. Water to a depth of six inches.  Note that watering several 

times (rather than one) during the watering day will help prevent 
run-off. Water running onto the street is a good indication that 
we are watering too fast for the water to soak in.

d. Water only when grass begins signs of distress (usually 5 to 
10 days, depending on weather).  

e. During growing season, begin fertilizing 3 weeks after the 
grass turns green and when there is little chance of a late frost. 
Apply 1 pound of soluble nitrogen per 1,000 square feet of 
lawn every 8 weeks, or 11 /2 pounds of slow-release nitrogen 
every 10 weeks.

JUNE VEGETABLE ACTIVITY

Continue planting heat-loving vegetables such as southern 
peas, okra, cantaloupe, sweet potatoes, and pumpkins.  Soil, for 
most vegetable gardens, should be maintained damp (not wet) 
3” below the surface.

JUNE TREES AND SHRUBS

“Texas Gardener Magazine” (TGM) advises that roots of trees 

and shrubs which were planted during the fall to spring season 
be kept slightly damp.  You should water these new trees and 
shrubs once a week and deep enough to keep the root ball and 
surrounding area moist.  To allow time for the water to get to 
the root ball, you may need to water to the point of run-off, and 
then repeat several times.   Make sure that new trees and shrubs 
have 3” of mulch beneath them to keep in moisture.  

TREE AND BUSH REMINDER

From http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/archives/
parsons/drought/mulches.html

When applying mulch around plants, cover the area of soil 
containing roots (which is commonly a few feet beyond the 
tree canopy).  Keep mulch 6” away from trunk.  Again:  Please 
do not pile mulch against tree trunks. It isn't needed against 
trunks and may do harm. Place the mulch around the tree or 
bush as a “donut”…allowing the plant to be in the hole of the 
donut structure.

By Gordon R. Watson

Make an impact.

AVERAGE 
LOW

DEG. F

AVERAGE 
HIGH 
DEG. F

RECORD
LOW

DEG. F

RECORD
HIGH
DEG. F

AVERAGE 
PREC.

INCHES

AVERAGE 
SNOW

INCHES

71 91 52 104 4.58 0

JUNE’S WEATHER FROM INTELLICAST.COM

Until next time, Happy Gardening!

(1998)(1984)

LANDSCAPE CORNER
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SEND US YOUR 
Event 

Pictures!!
	 Do you have a picture of an event that 
you would like to run in this newsletter?  
Send it to us and we will publish it in the 
next issue.  

Email the picture to watson.g@sbcglobal.net 
Be sure to include the text that you would 
like to have as the caption.  

Pictures will appear in color online at 
www.PEELinc.com.
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Huge Selection of Tervis Tumblers!
Pick some up for Summertime and Dad. 

Father’s Day is Sunday, June 15th.

FREE Lid ($3.99 value)
With purchase of a Tervis TumblerAttention Retailer:

Please note that Hallmark has developed new brand identity standards, which are
reflected in the logos provided on this page and in the ad slicks. We suggest you have
your store name reproduced in 18 point Gill Sans regular and your address in 10 point.
Please do not run the Hallmark logo along with your store name. The layout is designed
to incorporate the logo in a specific graphic manner.

Note: Hallmark colors are Gold (PMS 130) and Plum (PMS 268).

When advertising any licensed products, you must also print the trademark line within your advertisement.
It is a legal requirement that you use the copyright line listed with the product.

Rachael’s
Expires June 30th. While supplies last. May not be combined w/ any other coupons or offers.

14223 FM 2920 @ 249 Bypass • 281-255-8300

Your Neighborhood at 
Your Fingertips

Expected Release Date Spring 2014
Peel, Inc. iPhone App

www.peelinc.com
512.263.9181

5:23 pm

NOT AVAILABLE
ONLINE
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STAY AWAY 
FROM 

DRAINS 

CHECK POOL 
& HOT TUB 

FIRST

CONSTANT
VISUAL

SUPERVISION

MULTIPLE
BARRIERS

AROUND WATER

LEARN CPR
& REFRESH 

SKILLS YEARLY

KEEP BACKYARDS
& BATHROOMS

SAFER

RULES

STAY
AWAY

LEARN
TO

SWIM

WEAR
LIFE

JACKETS

DROWNING IS FAST & SILENT
KEEP KIDS IN ARM’S REACH

WATER SAFETY TIPS AT
WWW.COLINSHOPE.ORG

LAYERS OF PROTECTION CAN PREVENT DROWNING

BE SAFER
AT THE
BEACH

VISIT
US

ONLINE

Colin's Hope Athlete Ambassadors needed. 

www.tinych.org/AthleteAmbassador
Swim, bike, play tennis, hula hoop and more!

www.colinshope.org/quiz
Take our Water Safety Quiz.

Help keep your family safer around water.



10     Village Creek Community Newsletter - June 2014	 Copyright © 2014 Peel, Inc.

The Village Gazette

Easy Online Sign-Up at 

USE “NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER” AS REFERRAL

BrilliantElectricity.com

BRILLIANT ENERGY = SERIOUSLY LOW RATES

BRILLIANT ENERGY’S ELECTRICITY RATES CHALLENGE 
THE RATES OF EVERY OTHER PROVIDER IN TEXAS!

LOCK-IN A LOW ELECTRICITY RATE FOR
UP TO 3 YEARS

Brilliant Energy Texas OUC #10140

BRILLIANT ENERGY IS RECOMMENDED BY TEXAS ENERGY 
ANALYST, ALAN LAMMEY THE HOST OF THE “ENERGY 

WEEK” RADIO SHOW ON NEWSTALK 1070 KNTH!

Ask the “Energy Analyst”
281.658.0395

GREAT BUSINESS RATES TOO!

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

View answers online at www.peelinc.com

ACROSS
1. Charge 
5. Syrian bishop 
9. Against 
10. Landing 
11. Leaves 
12. Boom box 
13. Allure 
15. African antelope 
16. Polite 
18. Leafy green 
21. Marry 
22. Esophagus 
26. Woken 
28. Goad 
29. Type of tooth 
30. Refer 
31. Posttraumatic stress     

disorder 
32. Sieve

DOWN
1. Nativity scene piece 
2. Competition at the Greek  

games 
3. Capital of the Ukraine 
4. Symbol 
5. Expression of surprise 
6. Emblem 
7. Pickle juice 
8. A ball out of bounds (2 wds.) 
10. Twist violently 
14. Ripper 
17. Strums 
18. Slough 
19. Ross ___, philanthropist 
20. Gods 
23. Brand of sandwich cookie 
24. Seaweed substance 
25. Cabana 
27. Blue

© 2006. Feature Exchange
ACROSS
1. Dawdle 
4. Permanant 
10. Brew 
11. Brand of adhesive strip 
12. Charged particle 
13. A Nissan car 
14. Parallelograms 
16. Male cat 
17. France & Germany river 
18. Father 
20. Strontium (abbr.) 
22. Animal oil 
26. Part of a min. 
29. Saudi __ 
31. Singer Bing 
33. No. eggs in a package 
34. One-celled water animal 
35. Southwestern Indian 
36. Raving 
37. Hallucinogen 

DOWN
1. Dens 
2. Hawaiian 'hello' 
3. City 
4. Replace a striker 
5. Spring flower 
6. Music 
7. Lure 
8. Type of car 
9. Cheese 
15. Married woman 
19. Wing 
21. Jewish religious leader 
23. BB player Kareem __ Jabar 
24. Public disorder 
25. Groggy 
26. Blemish 
27. Writer Bombeck 
28. Racoon's nickname 
30. Baseball's Nolan 
32. Scene 

Crossword Puzzle

© 2007. Feature Exchange

ACROSS
1. Dawdle 
4. Permanant 
10. Brew 
11. Brand of adhesive strip 
12. Charged particle 
13. A Nissan car 
14. Parallelograms 
16. Male cat 
17. France & Germany river 
18. Father 
20. Strontium (abbr.) 
22. Animal oil 
26. Part of a min. 
29. Saudi __ 
31. Singer Bing 
33. No. eggs in a package 
34. One-celled water animal 
35. Southwestern Indian 
36. Raving 
37. Hallucinogen 

DOWN
1. Dens 
2. Hawaiian 'hello' 
3. City 
4. Replace a striker 
5. Spring flower 
6. Music 
7. Lure 
8. Type of car 
9. Cheese 
15. Married woman 
19. Wing 
21. Jewish religious leader 
23. BB player Kareem __ Jabar 
24. Public disorder 
25. Groggy 
26. Blemish 
27. Writer Bombeck 
28. Racoon's nickname 
30. Baseball's Nolan 
32. Scene 

© 2007. Feature Exchange

Please remember 
to pick up after 

your pets and
“scoop the poop”
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At no time will any source be allowed to use The Village Gazette's contents, 
or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in any media, 
website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose of 
solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or other 
self amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed permission 
from Peel, Inc. The information in The Village Gazette is exclusively for the 
private use of the Village Creek HOA and Peel, Inc.

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions 
of their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. 
or its employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts 
stated in articles submitted by others. The publisher also assumes no 
responsibility for the advertising content with this publication. All warranties 
and representations made in the advertising content are solely that of the 
advertiser and any such claims regarding its content should be taken up 
with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints 
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost 
of such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the 
publisher assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or 
typographical mistakes, except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated 
above or in the case of misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any 
other liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely 
manner, except as limited to liabilities stated above.

Sudoku
The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© 2007. Feature Exchange
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SUDOKU

Sudoku
The goal is to fill in the grid so that every row, every column, and

every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9. Each digit may
appear only once in each row, each column, and each 3x3 box.

© 2006. Feature Exchange

•	 Atascocita	CIA
•	 Blackhorse	Ranch
•	 Briar	Hills
•	 Bridgeland
•	 Chelsea	Harbour
•	 Coles	Crossing
•	 Copperfield
•	 Cypress	Creek	Lakes
•	 Cypress	Mill
•	 Eagle	Springs
•	 Fairfield
•	 Kleinwood
•	 Lakemont
•	 Lakes	of 	Fairhaven
•	 Lakes	of 	Rosehill
•	 Lakes	on	Eldridge
•	 Lakes	on	Eldridge	North
•	 Lakewood	Grove
•	 Legends	Ranch
•	 Longwood
•	 Meyerland
•	 Normandy	Forest
•	 North	Lake	Forest

Reaching 
youR 

neighboRs
and many others...

Peel, Inc.
community newsletters

•	 Park	Lakes
•	 Riata	Ranch
•	 Shadow	Creek	Ranch
•	 Silverlake
•	 Steeplechase
•	 Sterling	Lakes
•	 Stone	Forest
•	 Stone	Gate
•	 Summerwood
•	 Sydney	Harbour
•	 Terranova	West
•	 Terra	Nova	HOA
•	 Towne	Lakes
•	 Village	Creek
•	 Villages	of 	NorthPointe
•	 Walden	on	Lake	Houston
•	 Willowbridge
•	 Willow	Pointe
•	 Wimbledon	Champions
•	 Winchester	Country
•	 Woodwind	Lakes
•	 Wortham	Villages

www.PEELinc.com
advertising@PEELinc.com

foR adveRtising infoRmation
Call Today 1-888-687-6444
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