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On April 12, over one-third of all MUD 
261 eligible voters participated in a non-
binding consent vote to register opinions 
regarding 2 community projects: a 
subdivision perimeter beautification 
project, and a MUD building.  

 By significant margins, voters 
provided their consent for a perimeter 
beautification project, and turned 
down a proposed MUD building.  
This high voter turnout and clear 
direction successfully provided MUD 
261 directors the desired community 
input requested.  MUD 261 directors 
were neutral on both projects; therefore 
setting up the general process for the 
town hall meetings and consent vote 
in an effort to gauge sentiment for 
these potential projects prior to making  
any decisions.  

 Grass roots community leaders 
coordinated the 2 town hall meetings 

to provide voters with information and 
answer questions.  They also prepared 
and provided the project presentations; 
then handled the logistics for the one 
day, district-wide referendum.  MUD 
directors provided process guidance, 
set the consent vote rules, helped train/
prepare ballot judges, and ensured votes 
were counted publicly.  

 The results are expected to lead to the 
district borrowing municipal funds to 
complete the perimeter beautification 
project, as well as other district capital 
requirements.  It is anticipated that it 
will take most of the remainder of 2014 
to complete the bond issuance, final 
project design / engineering, and the 
permit / bidding process.

 The MUD 261 board thanks the 
community steering committees, 
balloting judges, and other local leaders 
and volunteers for their time and effort.

Congratulations to the April 
Yard of the Month winners:

Section 1
9002 ENSEMBLE COURT

Section 2
8822 ANDANTE DRIVE

Section 3
8638 GOLDEN CHORD

Section 4
9318 SINFONIA DRIVE

HIGH TURNOUT AND CLEAR 
CONSENT VOTER DIRECTION 

FOR PROPOSED MUD 261 
COMMUNITY PROJECTS

MUD DIRECTOR 
ELECTION ON MAY 10

On May 10, three candidates ran for 
two open director positions in a MUD 261 
general election. The municipal election and 

early balloting was open to all registered 
voters. Final results were canvassed and 
ratified by the MUD 261 board in late May.     

By the time you receive this 
newsletter, our "new look" for the 
esplanades, entrances and other 
annual flower beds will have been 
completed.  Thanks to Lee Suydam 
who orchestrated our meeting with 
Terra Radiance.  Lynn Collins, 
Lee and I met with the owner/
grower several times following his 
presentation to our HOA Board, 
and we listened to the Residents who 
all expressed the need for more of a 
WOW factor.

Thank you to all of our Homeowners 
for helping to make Woodwind Lakes 
such a beautiful place to live.  
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IMPORTANT CONTACTS
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Darin Duphorne ...................................darinwwl@sbcglobal.net  
Jay Michaels ......................................jaysmichaels@earthlink.net
Greg Neuman.......................................neumantmsl@yahoo.com
JC Rubiano.................................................jrubiano@hotmail.com
Ray Pavia......................................................ray77040@gmail.com

NEWSLETTER & WEBSITE
Editor
Frank Cario .............................................. frank@sterlingasi.com 
  .........................................................................832-678-4500
Janine Cruz ............................................. janine@sterlingasi.com
Advertising 
Peel, Inc ................ advertising@PEELinc.com, 1-888-687-6444

GROUNDS COMMITTEE
Diana Mintner ................................... dianamintner@gmail.com
Suzanne Fontenot-Williams ............................. suzydiver@att.net

PAVILION & ADULT POOL
Donna Jackson .....................................................713-466-8668
  ...............................................................kotilla@hotmail.com

MOTHERS OF WWL
Dana Patterson .......................... greg.dana.patterson@gmail.com

CHRISTMAS COMMITTEE
Terry Buckner .................................................terry214@live.net
Nancy Rubiano ........................................... ncrubiano@aol.com

WOMEN'S CLUB
Diana Mintner ................................... dianamintner@gmail.com
Gail Ford ................................................. ggford@sbcglobal.com
Stacia Harvey .............................................. sfonfara@gmail.com
Dawn Porter ......................................dawns_08080@yahoo.com

OTHER USEFUL NUMBERS
Sterling Association Services, Inc.
  ...........................servicedesk@sterlingasi.com, 832-678-4500
 6842 North Sam Houston Parkway W., Houston TX 77064
 Mailing Address - P.O. Box 38113, Houston TX 77238-8113
Association Manager - Frank Cario......... frank@sterlingasi.com
Administrative Assistant - Janine Cruz .. janine@sterlingasi.com

Call Before You Dig ....... 1-800-DIG-TESS or 1-800-344-8377
Pct. 4 Constable ................................................281-376-3472

Street Light Outage ...........................................713-207-2222
  .................. www.centerpointenergy.com - Have light number.

Texas Department of Public Safety Crime Service
  .................................................http://records.txdps.state.tx.us

SECTIONS 1, 2, 3
WASTE MGT CUSTOMER SERVICE..............713-686-6666

Trash Pick-up is Tuesday and Friday.
Water/Sewer Issues, all Sections: 281-807-9500

M.U.D. #261 BOARD SECTIONS 1, 2 & 3
Raymond A. Merola ..................................................... President
  .........................................................................713-688-2321
S. Brady Whittaker ............................................... Vice President
  .........................................................................713-275-3910
Jason Van Loo .............................................................. Secretary
  .........................................................................281-236-6419
John Oyen ..................................................................... Director
  .........................................................................713-446-3959
Walter E. Spears ............................................................ Director
  .........................................................................281-531-0501
M.U.D. 261 .......................................www.HCMUD261.com

SECTION 4 VILLAGE OF WOODWIND LAKES
Royal Disposal & Recycle, P.O. Box 160, Fulshear TX 77441
P. - 713-526-1536  |  F. - 281-346-2961 |  royaldisposal@comcast.net
Trash pick-up for Section 4 only, is on Wednesday and Saturday 
including curbside recycling every Saturday.

UTILITIES

ADVERTISING INFO
 Please support the advertisers that make the Woodwind Lakes 
Newsletter possible. If you are interested in advertising, please 
contact our sales office at 1-888-687-6444 or advertising@peelinc.
com. The advertising deadline is the 8th of the month prior to 
the issue. 

ARTICLE INFO
 The Woodwind Lakes Newsletter is mailed monthly to all 
Woodwind Lakes residents. Residents, community groups, churches, 
etc. are welcome to submit information about their organizations 
in the newsletter.  Personal news for the Stork Report, Teenage Job 
Seekers, recipes, special celebrations, and birthday announcements 
are also welcome.

To submit an article for consideration please email it to frank@
sterlingasi.com.  The deadline is the 9th of the month prior to the issue.

USEFUL LINKS
WL Website……………….................http://woodwindlakes.us/
Sec 1, 2 and 3 Utility ..................................................................   
  .................... http://hcmud261.com/HCMUD261/Index.htm
Section 4 Utility ....................................... http://www.wfud.org/
Social Media  .. https://woodwindlakes.nextdoor.com/news_feed/
Newsletter ............................................http://www.peelinc.com/
Sec 4 Gate (ICS) ........................................................................
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Gardening Tips
Presented by RCW Nurseries

Plants in the right pot can contribute greatly to your home’s 
attractiveness, whereas the wrong one can be a pain to use, short-
lived, or even detrimental to your plants.  It's better to invest in a 
few good-quality pots that are handsome even when empty than to 
cram your garden with cheap containers that detract from the plants 
and your home.  Here are some tips to use when shopping for pots.

1. Bigger is Better.
Grouping and/or stacking smallish pots together is cute, but each 

one quickly dries out.  Choose a pot that holds at least 3 gallons 
(imagine 3 milk jugs fitting inside).  A larger pot also gives you 
ample options to create an interesting display.

2. The Right Material.
Clay (terracotta) pots are fine for our warm season, but are 

susceptible to winter damage.  During winter the clay absorbs 
water that freezes to ice expanding and eventually cracking it.  The 
thinner the clay, the more susceptible it is to cracking.  If you love 

the look of terra cotta pots, chose those that have thicker walls and 
be prepared to drag them into the garage or house.

Ceramic pots are clay pots whose walls are glazed on the outside, 
and sometimes on the inside.  But the glazing does not protect them 
from cold weather, and must be moved into the garage or house.

Concrete pots work very well.  But they are expensive, and can 
only be moved with considerable effort.  If you want a concrete pot 
it’s best to have a permanent location for it. 

Whiskey barrels and cedar boxes make great pots.  But like their 
concrete cousins, the larger ones cannot be moved without a lot 
of help.  Eventually the wood rots and they have to be replaced.

Pots made of foam are light enough to be moved with relative ease.  
Bear in mind that when placed in a sunny location, with our summer 
sun and other weathering they too will eventually fade or crack.

Metal pots can be an elegant choice.  But they get very hot to the 
touch when placed in the summer sun.  And they can rust, so you 

(Continued on Page 4)

The DIFFERENCE is...

Houston Business Journal

TOP 25 REALTORS
Your neighbor specializing in 
Woodwind Lakes Real Estate 

for over 20 years

(713) 253-9387

JulieSample@Comcast.net
www.juliesample.net

Professional Group

SUCCESS
Julie Sample

(eleven consecutive years!)

Taking the time to do it better!

If you are planning on selling in 2014, 
NOW is the time to prepare your home 

for the spring market.

Do you need help in deciding what updates
will net you the most money? Are you unsure of 
how to stage your home or what repairs need to 
be done to get top dollar? Would you like to work 
with an agent who promises to be there every 
step of the way and available when it’s convenient 
for you?

281.743.1159
Office: 281.444.5140
lynn.collins@garygreene.com

©2014 Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate LLC. Better Homes and Gardens® is a registered trademark of Meredith Corporation licensed to Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate LLC.  Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing 
Opportunity. Each Franchise is Independently Owned and Operated. If your property is currently listed with a real estate broker, please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers.

realtor®| chms | cne

Certified Home Marketing Specialist
Certified Negotiation Expert 
Woodwind  Lakes Resident

Lynn CoLLins, mba

I have buyers ready to purchase in 
our neighborhood! 

Let my real estate expertise help 
you prepare for a spring sale!

281.743.1159
Office: 281.444.5140
lynn.collins@garygreene.com

Lynn CoLLins, mba
realtor®| chms | cne

Certified Home Marketing Specialist
Certified Negotiation Expert 
Woodwind  Lakes Resident
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(Continued from Page 3)
need to protect patios and decks if you plan placing them on these surfaces.

3. Drainage is Essential.
All pots must have a drainage hole in the bottom.  Trapped water rots 

plant roots.  Use a masonry bit to drill one in the middle of concrete or 
terra cotta.  You can use just about any type of bit to drill a hole in a foam 
pot.  Make sure the drainage hole is at least 3/4-inch wide.

4. Style Matters.
Choose pots that are appropriate to the architecture of the house and 

your landscape.  A cedar box will seem out of place in a traditional house 
with wrought-iron railings.  And a Victorian iron urn will also look out 
of place in a contemporary home.

5. Perspective and Scale.
Containers flanking the front entrance are a sincere "Welcome" sign, 

and they should be in scale with the doorway of your house. A pot for a 
spot across the yard needs to be large enough to be seen from a distance.  
When shopping for a pot, bring a picture of where you want to place it.  It 
should be taken from where you will be seeing it most often, helping you 
to determine the best size container to use.  Measuring your front entrance 
will also help you choose one that is neither too small nor too large.

Happy Gardening!

We love to feed our ducks and turtles; however, 
please make sure that you do not leave food 
(chips, bread, fruit, etc.) sitting around the 
lakes.  If you are going to feed the animals, 
please clean up anything that is not eaten so as 
not to attract insects and other wild animals to 
the common areas.  Not only is it hazardous to 
many of the animals, it is very unappealing from 
the standpoint of keeping our common areas 
nice.  Potential home buyers would probably not 
see that as very aesthetic.  If you see food on the 
ground, please do what you can to pick it up and 
throw it in a trash can.   Use a waste bag (provided 
at the entrance of the lakes) if necessary.

Food Around 
the Lakes and 

Common Areas
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RAINCO IRRIGATION SPECIALIST: Commercial & 
Residential. Backflow Testing, Irrigation (Sprinkler) Sys-
tem Service, Maintenance and Repair, Rainbird - Hunter. 
Fully Insured. License # 9004 & 9226. Call 713-824-5327.

BUSINESS CLASSIFIEDS

Business classifieds (offering a service or product line for 
profit) are $50, limit 40 words, please contact Peel, Inc. Sales 
Office @ 512-263-9181 or advertising@PEELinc.com.

CPR

DROWNING IS FAST & SILENT
KEEP KIDS IN ARM’S REACH

WWW.COLINSHOPE.ORG

LAYERS OF PROTECTION CAN PREVENT DROWNING

RULES

STAY
AWAY

BE SAFER
AT THE
BEACH

STAY AWAY
FROM

DRAINS

CHECK POOL
& HOT TUB

FIRST

CONSTANT
VISUAL

SUPERVISION

MULTIPLE
BARRIERS
TO WATER 

LEARN CPR
& REFRESH

SKILLS YEARLY

KEEP BACKYARDS
& BATHROOMS

SAFER

LEARN 
TO 

SWIM 

WEAR 
LIFE

JACKETS

WATER SAFETY TIPS AT

Colin's Hope Athlete Ambassadors needed. 

www.tinych.org/AthleteAmbassador

Take our Water Safety Quiz.

Swim, bike, play tennis, hula hoop and more!

Help keep your family safer around water.

www.colinshope.org/quiz

Huge Selection of Tervis Tumblers!
Pick some up for Summertime and Dad. 

Father’s Day is Sunday, June 15th.

FREE Lid ($3.99 value)
With purchase of a Tervis TumblerAttention Retailer:

Please note that Hallmark has developed new brand identity standards, which are
reflected in the logos provided on this page and in the ad slicks. We suggest you have
your store name reproduced in 18 point Gill Sans regular and your address in 10 point.
Please do not run the Hallmark logo along with your store name. The layout is designed
to incorporate the logo in a specific graphic manner.

Note: Hallmark colors are Gold (PMS 130) and Plum (PMS 268).

When advertising any licensed products, you must also print the trademark line within your advertisement.
It is a legal requirement that you use the copyright line listed with the product.

Rachael’s
Expires June 30th. While supplies last. May not be combined w/ any other coupons or offers.

9105 Beltway 8 @ West Road - 281.890.9500
13732 HWY 290 @ Tidwell - 713.996.8600

ADULT POOL & PAVILION
The Adult Pool and Pavilion are located at 7523 Allegro 

Drive @ Adagio Avenue.  The Adult Pool is open this 
year from May 3- Sept. 28.  No locks have been changed.  
Should you want to reserve either or both, please contact:  
Donna Jackson @ 713-466-8668...home or 713-202-
6359...cell or e-mail:  kotilla@hotmail.com or facebook 
me in a private message...I am easy to reach!

 Once you make your reservation with me, you need to 
download the form under "Amenities" on our Woodwind 
Lakes website www.woodwindlakes.us.  Bring the form 
to me along with a $50 deposit (7603 Crescendo Ct....in 
the Cul-de-sac by the Pavilion and the Tennis Courts).  
You get your deposit back after your party IF you have 
cleaned up and taken off ALL your trash....NOTHING 
can be left on site!  How simple is that?  Aren't we a lucky 
neighborhood to have facilities like these?

Just a reminder that dogs are not allowed inside the 
Adult Pool area....
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We have had a wonderful year this 2013-2014 club 
year with fun activities ranging from wine tasting, 
movie outing, traditional holiday tea/luncheon, 
skin care presentation, games, home & yard staging, 
exercise session and an end of year Luau! 

The current officers, Diana, Gail, Stacia and 
Dawn, would like to thank the members of the 
Women's Club of WWL for a fantastic club year; 
we could not have accomplished all of this without 
your help and support!  

The Women's Club of WWL is pleased to 
announce the officers for the 2014- 2015 club year: 

Gail Ford-President, Lynn Collins-Vice President, 
Lynne James-Secretary, Chris Wheeler- Treasurer.

The purpose of the Women's Club is to offer a 
convenient and friendly environment for members 
to socialize with the ladies in the neighborhood 
and participate in fun and interesting activities. 
Meetings are held the third Tuesday of each 
month from September through May.  Our 
annual membership dues are $25 per year.

For more information about the Women's 
Club please contact Gail  Ford (ggford@
sbcglobal.net)

Bashans Painting
 & Home Repair

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Hardi Plank Installation
• Wood Replacement
• Sheetrock Repair
• Interior Carpentry
• Cabinet Painting
• Wallpaper Removal and  
  Texturizing
• Pressure Washing
• Fence Repair/Replacement

Commercial/Residential
Free Estimates

281-347-6702

References Available • Fully Insured
NO PAYMENT UNTIL COMPLETION

281-731-3383cell

bashanspainting@earthlink.net

• Garage Floor Epoxy
• Custom Staining
• Roofing
• Gutter Repair/Replacement
• Faux Painting
• Door Refinishing
• Window Installation
• Trash Removal
• Ceiling Fan/Light Fixtures

Women's Club OF WWL

VEHICLE
STICKERS

Please make sure that your vehicles have 
Woodwind Lakes stickers on their back 
window.  Besides identifying Woodwind 
Lakes Residents, they also help our contract 

deputy monitor suspicious vehicles.  You 
can request stickers by calling Sterling at 
832-678-4500 and they will mail them 
to you. 
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At no time will any source be allowed to use The Woodwind Lakes Newsletter 
contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in any 
media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose 
of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or 
other self amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed 
permission from Peel, Inc. The information in The Woodwind Lakes Newsletter 
is exclusively for the private use of the Woodwind Lakes HOA and Peel, Inc.

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions 
of their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. 
or its employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts 
stated in articles submitted by others. The publisher also assumes no 
responsibility for the advertising content with this publication. All warranties 
and representations made in the advertising content are solely that of the 
advertiser and any such claims regarding its content should be taken up 
with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints 
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost 
of such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the 
publisher assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or 
typographical mistakes, except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated 
above or in the case of misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any 
other liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely 
manner, except as limited to liabilities stated above.

We need YOU to be part of the GROUNDS COMMITTEE.  
Make 2014 the year that YOU become part of the beautification 
of Woodwind Lakes and give us your input regarding crucial 
decisions with our landscaping.  This neighborhood belongs 
to ALL of us and we would love to have more direction from 
you, our Residents.  JUST DO IT!!!!  Contact either Diana 
Mintner or Suzanne Fontenot-Williams.  Our email addresses 
are located on the second page of the newsletter.

MEMBERSHIP DRIVE

joebrothers@sbcglobal.net

JOE BROTHERS
BROKER ASSOCIATE

Use Cell Phone to take 
picture of QR Code and 
get FREE App of all MLS 

Listings of houses for sale

or just call and I will send 
the App to your phone

EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED

713-899-2062

One Philosophy Sets Me Apart From The Competition:
A Proactive Mortgage Professional EQUALS Satisfied Clients! 

My clients are my top priority. I am available through every step of the 
mortgage process. Every Client receives a Borrow Smart Analysis to ensure 
SMART and INFORMED choices regarding their investment is made. Let me 
use my expertise to help you.

I will find the right loan program that fits your needs. 

Company website http://www.elgloans.com
My website www.cypressmortgages.com

Email ccrawford@elgloans.com

Call for a loan now! Free Consultation! (832) 334-7659

credit toward closing 
costs. Expires 9/30/14

Mention this ad 
and receive

$250.00
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