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2014 has now crested, and the 2014 Annual Meeting will be 
here before you can blink. One of the commitments I made 
to the community this year was to improve the annual board 
election process.  The goal was to increase participation, clarity, 
and visibility beginning with the nomination process, through 
the notification mail-out and proxy ballots, and finally to the 
election night ballot procedures.  If you attended the last annual 
meeting, you will no doubt agree that we have a lot of room 
to improve that process.

To do so, we are enlisting your support and assistance to serve 
on a nomination and election procedures committee, which I 
hope to continue year after year to ensure compliance with the 

Association’s bylaws and to continuously improve the process. 
If you are willing to help us develop a new proxy and absentee 

ballot mailout, to assist with the nomination process, and to 
assist with and monitor the ballot distribution and counting 
at the annual meeting, please send your name and a brief 
statement indicating your interest to Frank Cario -  frank@
sterlingasi.com.  We will then be in touch with those selected 
and will discuss in detail and initiate the committee objectives 
at the July Monthly Board Meeting.  Those not selected for 
the committee are welcome to attend; and please make your 
recommendations for improvement known through Nextdoor 
or otherwise.

 In April, MUD 261 voters turned out in record numbers 
to provide non-binding input as to their willingness to 
support 2 district projects: a community center building 
and a perimeter beautification plan.  The resulting consent 
vote went extremely well.   In addition to outstanding 
participation, there were no disputes, and no on-site 
electioneering.   Volunteers assisted greatly the voting 
effort, and an orderly / public vote count was completed 
immediately after the polling closed. The final results were 
as follows:

Building Project (voted DOWN 64% to 36%) FOR 127 

Votes; AGAINST 226 Votes
Perimeter Beautification Project (voted UP 73% to 27%) 

FOR 257 Votes; AGAINST 96 Votes. 
MUD 261 directors sought good voter turnout and clear 

direction from the community.  Both these objectives were 
achieved.  Going forward, it is expected the MUD board will 
refine and implement the proposed perimeter beautification 
project.  The district expects to complete a bond offering 
within the next several months to fund the project, as well as 
provide cash to manage future district water and wastewater 
capital requirements.    

Annual Meeting Ballot and 
Election Improvements

By Darin Duphorne

MUD 261
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IMPORTANT CONTACTS
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Darin Duphorne ...................................darinwwl@sbcglobal.net  
Jay Michaels ......................................jaysmichaels@earthlink.net
Greg Neuman.......................................neumantmsl@yahoo.com
JC Rubiano.................................................jrubiano@hotmail.com
Ray Pavia......................................................ray77040@gmail.com

NEWSLETTER & WEBSITE
Editor
Frank Cario .............................................. frank@sterlingasi.com 
  .........................................................................832-678-4500
Janine Cruz ............................................. janine@sterlingasi.com
Advertising 
Peel, Inc ................ advertising@PEELinc.com, 1-888-687-6444

GROUNDS COMMITTEE
Ray Pavia .................................................. ray77040@gmail.com

PAVILION & ADULT POOL
Donna Jackson .....................................................713-466-8668
  ...............................................................kotilla@hotmail.com

MOTHERS OF WWL
Dana Patterson .......................... greg.dana.patterson@gmail.com

CHRISTMAS COMMITTEE
Terry Buckner .................................................terry214@live.net

WOMEN'S CLUB
Gail Ford  .................................................. ggford@sbcglobal.net
Lynn Collins ................................. lynn.collins@garygreene.com
Lynne James ........................................ stevelynne@sbcglobal.net
Chris Wheeler  ..............................mchriswheeler@sbcglobal.net

OTHER USEFUL NUMBERS
Sterling Association Services, Inc.
  ...........................servicedesk@sterlingasi.com, 832-678-4500
 6842 North Sam Houston Parkway W., Houston TX 77064
 Mailing Address - P.O. Box 38113, Houston TX 77238-8113
Association Manager - Frank Cario......... frank@sterlingasi.com
Administrative Assistant - Janine Cruz .. janine@sterlingasi.com

Call Before You Dig ....... 1-800-DIG-TESS or 1-800-344-8377
Pct. 4 Constable ................................................281-376-3472

Street Light Outage ...........................................713-207-2222
  .................. www.centerpointenergy.com - Have light number.

Texas Department of Public Safety Crime Service
  .................................................http://records.txdps.state.tx.us

SECTIONS 1, 2, 3
WASTE MGT CUSTOMER SERVICE..............713-686-6666

Trash Pick-up is Tuesday and Friday.
Water/Sewer Issues, all Sections: 281-807-9500

M.U.D. #261 BOARD SECTIONS 1, 2 & 3
Raymond A. Merola ..................................................... President
  .........................................................................713-688-2321
S. Brady Whittaker ............................................... Vice President
  .........................................................................713-333-6411
Jason Van Loo .............................................................. Secretary
  .........................................................................281-236-6419
John Oyen ..................................................................... Director
  .........................................................................713-446-3959
Walter E. Spears ............................................................ Director
  .........................................................................281-531-0501
M.U.D. 261 .......................................www.HCMUD261.com

SECTION 4 VILLAGE OF WOODWIND LAKES
Royal Disposal & Recycle, P.O. Box 160, Fulshear TX 77441
P. - 713-526-1536  |  F. - 281-346-2961 |  royaldisposal@comcast.net
Trash pick-up for Section 4 only, is on Wednesday and Saturday 
including curbside recycling every Saturday.

UTILITIES

ADVERTISING INFO
 Please support the advertisers that make the Woodwind Lakes 
Newsletter possible. If you are interested in advertising, please 
contact our sales office at 1-888-687-6444 or advertising@peelinc.
com. The advertising deadline is the 8th of the month prior to 
the issue. 

ARTICLE INFO
 The Woodwind Lakes Newsletter is mailed monthly to all 
Woodwind Lakes residents. Residents, community groups, churches, 
etc. are welcome to submit information about their organizations 
in the newsletter.  Personal news for the Stork Report, Teenage Job 
Seekers, recipes, special celebrations, and birthday announcements 
are also welcome.

To submit an article for consideration please email it to frank@
sterlingasi.com.  The deadline is the 9th of the month prior to the issue.

USEFUL LINKS
WL Website……………….................http://woodwindlakes.us/
Sec 1, 2 and 3 Utility ..................................................................   
  .................... http://hcmud261.com/HCMUD261/Index.htm
Section 4 Utility ....................................... http://www.wfud.org/
Social Media  .. https://woodwindlakes.nextdoor.com/news_feed/
Newsletter ............................................http://www.peelinc.com/
Sec 4 Gate (ICS) ........................................................................
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The DIFFERENCE is...

Houston Business Journal

TOP 25 REALTORS
Your neighbor specializing in 
Woodwind Lakes Real Estate 

for over 20 years

(713) 253-9387

JulieSample@Comcast.net
www.juliesample.net

Professional Group

SUCCESS
Julie Sample

(eleven consecutive years!)

Taking the time to do it better!

If you are planning on selling in 2014, 
NOW is the time to prepare your home 

for the spring market.

Do you need help in deciding what updates
will net you the most money? Are you unsure of 
how to stage your home or what repairs need to 
be done to get top dollar? Would you like to work 
with an agent who promises to be there every 
step of the way and available when it’s convenient 
for you?

281.743.1159
Office: 281.444.5140
lynn.collins@garygreene.com

©2014 Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate LLC. Better Homes and Gardens® is a registered trademark of Meredith Corporation licensed to Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate LLC.  Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing 
Opportunity. Each Franchise is Independently Owned and Operated. If your property is currently listed with a real estate broker, please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers.

realtor®| chms | cne

Certified Home Marketing Specialist
Certified Negotiation Expert 
Woodwind  Lakes Resident

Lynn CoLLins, mba

I have buyers ready to purchase in 
our neighborhood! 

Let my real estate expertise help 
you prepare for a spring sale!

281.743.1159
Office: 281.444.5140
lynn.collins@garygreene.com

Lynn CoLLins, mba
realtor®| chms | cne

Certified Home Marketing Specialist
Certified Negotiation Expert 
Woodwind  Lakes Resident

Mobile technology with its GPS, camera, and wireless capabilities are 
amazing tools that just about anyone can use with ease.  We share with you 
2 ways you can use your mobile device that we’ve recently learned about.

If hummingbirds captivate you -- and who isn’t mesmerized by these 
hovering, buzzing little fragments of the rainbow - the National Audubon 
Society would like to recruit you and your smart phone.

Using their Hummingbird at Home app (available for both iOS and 
Android devices), you will be able to help their scientists and researchers 
track them, and get a clearer picture of the U.S. hummingbird population.  

You can define and monitor a patch of “territory” -- your garden and/or 
yard, a park, whatever -- and record hummingbird sightings as well as the 
bird’s food sources -- feeder and flowers.  Or you can report any random 
sighting.  The sightings you report become available to the Audubon 
Society’s scientists and volunteer researchers.  And participation can be as 
frequent or as limited as you want. It’s free to participate in the program 
making it a worthy project for anyone: families, schools, home owner 
associations, gardening clubs and scouts.  Goto hummingbirdsathome.org 
to see the Audubon Society’s very informative videos, and to get started.

Smart phones that respond to signals from plants?  Pricewise this 
certainly isn’t for everyone, but if you’re an early technology adopter 

GARDENING TIPS 
Presented by RCW Nurseries

look into the Parrot Flower Power plant monitor.  It’s a twig-like wireless 
spike you place in the soil around your plant’s roots.  Being waterproof it 
can be used with both indoor and outdoor plants, and runs for about 6 
months on a AAA battery.  It monitors lighting, air and soil temperature, 
the soil’s moisture and fertilizer content in an area about 4-inches around 
the plant.  Parrot Flower Power also includes an app and a database of 
6,000 plants, trees, and vegetables across 2,000 species and their optimal 
growing requirements.  

Using Bluetooth the sensor sends the data to the app that analyzes and 
compares it with the plant’s optimal growing requirements, and makes 
care recommendations.  Eventually as the app “learns” more about how 
your plant is responding it will alert you if you need to fertilize, water, or 
move it to a sunnier/shadier and/or warmer/cooler site.  A year’s worth 
of data can be stored and charted by the app so you can visually see how 
well the plant is doing.

Currently, Parrot Flower Power only works with iPhone/iPad/iPod 
devices.  To read more about it, goto techcrunch.com/2014/02/28/parrots-
flower-power-plant-sensor-gives-you-a-mobile-green-thumb/.  You can 
also google “parrot flower power” for reviews and where to purchase it.

Happy Gardening!
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SECTION 4 FORUM
Please join us for the Section 4 Forum on Wednesday July 9th 

at 6:30pm.  The conversation will take place at the Windfern 
Mud Building on Gessner/Mauna Loa.  We look forward to 
seeing you there!”

The Women’s Club of WWL
The Women’s Club of WWL is pleased to announce the 

officers for the 2014-2015 club year: Gail Ford-President, 
Lynn Collins-Vice President, Lynne James-Secretary and Chris 
Wheeler-Treasurer.  The purpose of the Women’s Club is to offer 
a convenient and friendly environment for members to socialize 
with the ladies in the neighborhood and participate in fun 
and interesting activities.  Meetings are held the third Tuesday 
of each month from September through May.   Our annual 
membership dues are $25 per year.  For more information about 
the Women’s Club, please contact: Gail Ford(ggford@sbcglobal.
net), Lynn Collins  (lynn.collins@garygreene.com), Lynne James 
(stevelynne@sbcglobal.net), or Chris Wheeler (mchriswheeler@
sbcglobal.net).

Adult Pool and Pavilion
The Adult Pool and Pavilion are located at 7523 Allegro 

Drive @ Adagio Avenue.  The Adult Pool is open this year from 
May 3- Sept. 28.  No locks have been changed.  Should you 
want to reserve either or both, please contact:  Donna Jackson 
@ 713-466-8668...home or 713-202-6359...cell or e-mail:   
kotilla@hotmail.com or facebook me in a private message...I 
am easy to reach!

Once you make your reservation with me, you need to 
download the form under “Amenities” on our Woodwind Lakes 
website www.woodwindlakes.us.  Bring the form to me along 
with a $50 deposit (7603 Crescendo Ct....in the Cul-de-sac by 
the Pavilion and the Tennis Courts).  You get your deposit back 
after your party IF you have cleaned up and taken off ALL your 
trash....NOTHING can be left on site!  How simple is that?  
Aren’t we a lucky neighborhood to have facilities like these?

Just a reminder that dogs are not allowed inside the Adult 
Pool area....

KEY CARD ACCESS
 Should you need a key card to access the Pavilion or Tennis 

Courts, please contact Sterling Association Services at 832-678-
4500.  The cost is $10.
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RAINCO IRRIGATION SPECIALIST: Commercial & 
Residential. Backflow Testing, Irrigation (Sprinkler) Sys-
tem Service, Maintenance and Repair, Rainbird - Hunter. 
Fully Insured. License # 9004 & 9226. Call 713-824-5327.

BUSINESS CLASSIFIEDS

Business classifieds (offering a service or product line for 
profit) are $50, limit 40 words, please contact Peel, Inc. Sales 
Office @ 512-263-9181 or advertising@PEELinc.com.

CPR

DROWNING IS FAST & SILENT
KEEP KIDS IN ARM’S REACH

WWW.COLINSHOPE.ORG

LAYERS OF PROTECTION CAN PREVENT DROWNING

RULES

STAY
AWAY

BE SAFER
AT THE
BEACH

STAY AWAY
FROM

DRAINS

CHECK POOL
& HOT TUB

FIRST

CONSTANT
VISUAL

SUPERVISION

MULTIPLE
BARRIERS
TO WATER 

LEARN CPR
& REFRESH

SKILLS YEARLY

KEEP BACKYARDS
& BATHROOMS

SAFER

LEARN 
TO 

SWIM 

WEAR 
LIFE

JACKETS

WATER SAFETY TIPS AT

Colin's Hope Athlete Ambassadors needed. 

www.tinych.org/AthleteAmbassador

Take our Water Safety Quiz.

Swim, bike, play tennis, hula hoop and more!

Help keep your family safer around water.

www.colinshope.org/quiz

On June 9th, children and parents from Woodwind Lakes and Laurel Creek 
attended a Kids Community Book Swap at the Windfern Forest MUD Bldg. 
Children bought gently-used books to trade for new summer reads. The event 
was a huge success!  Over 200 left over books were donated to the Fairbanks 

library. Stay tuned for another book swap this summer. 

BOOK SWAP! GROUNDS COMMITTEE
The Grounds Committee meets the second Tuesday of every 

month at the Windfern MUD Building at 7:00 PM in the 
conference room.

The next meeting will be in Tuesday, July 8 at 7:00 PM. New 
members are always welcomed and needed to continue making 
our community a beautiful place to live.
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BASHANS PAINTING  
& HOME REPAIR

• Interior & Exterior Painting • Wallpaper Removal 
• HardiPlank Replacement • Wood Replacement   
• Sheetrock Repair • Interior Carpentry
• Cabinet Painting • Wallpaper Removal &
• Pressure Washing      Texture 
• Fence Repair/Replacement • Garage Floor Epoxy
• Custom Staining • Roofing

   • Gutter Repair & Replacement            • Faux Painting 
   • Crown Molding

NO MONEY UP FRONT

281-347-6702
 281-731-3383 cell

Commercial/Residential
 ~ FREE ESTIMATES ~

20 Years Experience • References Available

                  BashansPainting@earthlink.net

            u  Fully INSuREd 

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

View answers online at www.peelinc.com

ACROSS
1. Charge 
5. Syrian bishop 
9. Against 
10. Landing 
11. Leaves 
12. Boom box 
13. Allure 
15. African antelope 
16. Polite 
18. Leafy green 
21. Marry 
22. Esophagus 
26. Woken 
28. Goad 
29. Type of tooth 
30. Refer 
31. Posttraumatic stress     

disorder 
32. Sieve

DOWN
1. Nativity scene piece 
2. Competition at the Greek  

games 
3. Capital of the Ukraine 
4. Symbol 
5. Expression of surprise 
6. Emblem 
7. Pickle juice 
8. A ball out of bounds (2 wds.) 
10. Twist violently 
14. Ripper 
17. Strums 
18. Slough 
19. Ross ___, philanthropist 
20. Gods 
23. Brand of sandwich cookie 
24. Seaweed substance 
25. Cabana 
27. Blue

© 2006. Feature Exchange

ACROSS
1. Chunk 
5. Tramp 
9. Run 
10. Confuse 
11. Cain killed him 
12. To that time 
13. Fraud 
15. Compass point 
16. Taught 
18. Hides 
21. Brew 
22. Large meals 
26. Sheer, triangular scarf 
28. Midwestern state 
29. Electronic mail 
30. First letter of the Arabic 

alphabet 
31. September (abbr.) 
32. Polish

DOWN
1. Attired 
2. Earring need 
3. Organization of Petroleum 

Exporting Countries 
4. Efface 
5. Egg layer 
6. Many times 
7. Capital of Idaho 
8. Eyed 
10. Combustible material 
14. Angry 
17. Old Testament prophet 
18. Fireproof storage areas 
19. Climate 
20. Summary 
23. Fly alone 
24. Matching 
25. Secure 
27. Whack

Crossword Puzzle

© 2007. Feature Exchange

ACROSS
1. Chunk 
5. Tramp 
9. Run 
10. Confuse 
11. Cain killed him 
12. To that time 
13. Fraud 
15. Compass point 
16. Taught 
18. Hides 
21. Brew 
22. Large meals 
26. Sheer, triangular scarf 
28. Midwestern state 
29. Electronic mail 
30. First letter of the Arabic 

alphabet 
31. September (abbr.) 
32. Polish

DOWN
1. Attired 
2. Earring need 
3. Organization of Petroleum 

Exporting Countries 
4. Efface 
5. Egg layer 
6. Many times 
7. Capital of Idaho 
8. Eyed 
10. Combustible material 
14. Angry 
17. Old Testament prophet 
18. Fireproof storage areas 
19. Climate 
20. Summary 
23. Fly alone 
24. Matching 
25. Secure 
27. Whack

© 2007. Feature Exchange
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At no time will any source be allowed to use The Woodwind Lakes Newsletter 
contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in any 
media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose 
of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or 
other self amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed 
permission from Peel, Inc. The information in The Woodwind Lakes Newsletter 
is exclusively for the private use of the Woodwind Lakes HOA and Peel, Inc.

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions 
of their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. 
or its employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts 
stated in articles submitted by others. The publisher also assumes no 
responsibility for the advertising content with this publication. All warranties 
and representations made in the advertising content are solely that of the 
advertiser and any such claims regarding its content should be taken up 
with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints 
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost 
of such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the 
publisher assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or 
typographical mistakes, except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated 
above or in the case of misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any 
other liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely 
manner, except as limited to liabilities stated above.

joebrothers@sbcglobal.net

JOE BROTHERS
BROKER ASSOCIATE

Use Cell Phone to take 
picture of QR Code and 
get FREE App of all MLS 

Listings of houses for sale

or just call and I will send 
the App to your phone

EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED

713-899-2062

One Philosophy Sets Me Apart From The Competition:
A Proactive Mortgage Professional EQUALS Satisfied Clients! 

My clients are my top priority. I am available through every step of the 
mortgage process. Every Client receives a Borrow Smart Analysis to ensure 
SMART and INFORMED choices regarding their investment is made. Let me 
use my expertise to help you.

I will find the right loan program that fits your needs. 

Company website http://www.elgloans.com
My website www.cypressmortgages.com

Email ccrawford@elgloans.com

Call for a loan now! Free Consultation! (832) 334-7659

credit toward closing 
costs. Expires 9/30/14

Mention this ad 
and receive

$250.00

joebrothers@sbcglobal.net

JOE BROTHERS
BROKER ASSOCIATE

Use Cell Phone to take 
picture of QR Code and 
get FREE App of all MLS 

Listings of houses for sale

or just call and I will send 
the App to your phone

EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED

713-899-2062

One Philosophy Sets Me Apart From The Competition:
A Proactive Mortgage Professional EQUALS Satisfied Clients! 

My clients are my top priority. I am available through every step of the 
mortgage process. Every Client receives a Borrow Smart Analysis to ensure 
SMART and INFORMED choices regarding their investment is made. Let me 
use my expertise to help you.

I will find the right loan program that fits your needs. 

Company website http://www.elgloans.com
My website www.cypressmortgages.com

Email ccrawford@elgloans.com

Call for a loan now! Free Consultation! (832) 334-7659

credit toward closing 
costs. Expires 9/30/14

Mention this ad 
and receive

$250.00

Please remember to pick 
up after your pets and

“scoop the poop”
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