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This coming September there will be one very important additional 
ballot measure to vote for – approving changes to our declaration of charter 
regarding minimum lot sizes. This seemingly mundane change carries a 
great deal of consequence to our community moving forward. 

Everywhere around us new development is happening. Anyone who 
has seen their recent Harris County Appraisal District tax assessment can 
attest that the west Houston “Energy Corridor” is growing rapidly. That 
growth coupled with the charm of our neighborhood, diversity, location, 
convenience, and being one of only a handful of neighborhoods with the 
privilege of having direct access to Terry Hershey Park, makes Briarhills 
one of the most desired neighborhoods in west Houston. 

That fortune has its drawbacks. As more residential development occurs 
in the Energy Corridor around us fewer and fewer locations are available 
for large, multi-family housing. Just in the last two years developments 
at Memorial and Eldridge, Briar Forest and Eldridge across from Kroger, 
Briar Forest at Highway 6, and Memorial and Dairy Ashford have gone 
up at a record clip. Once those prime locations are developed pressure 
increases on redeveloping single family parcels into higher density housing. 

Drive down through The Heights, Rice Military, and the other 
neighborhoods closer towards downtown and the fabric of the 
neighborhoods changes rapidly. There is a marked difference between the 
rows and rows of townhouses and our neighborhood. But it wasn’t always 
like that. Those neighborhoods only 15 years ago were single family homes 
tree lined streets, but have since experienced similar growth pressures like 
we are facing today. 

It would seem like that kind of development could never happen in 
our part of the world. And until just a few years ago that would have 
been true. But as of this year that is no longer the case. Chapter 42 of 
the City of Houston Code of Ordinances isn’t exactly bedtime story 
material that we all learn as children and know by heart (who can’t recall 
what happened to Jack and Jill and that hill, or the family that lives in 
the giant boot, or that James kid and his massive peach?) It is though, 
something that has the potential to make a marked difference in our 
neighborhood.

Without the specifics, Chapter 42 regulates the subdivisions, 
developments and platting (lot sizes and dimensions). Previously the City 
of Houston allowed for higher density development in certain parts of the 

city by reducing the minimum lot size required to build a single family 
home. By allowing the city to be cut into smaller and smaller chunks, more 
and more houses could be built – a la the townhouses you see in Midtown 
or The Heights. That type of development was restricted to the “urban” 
areas of Houston, namely everything inside of Loop 610. 

As of this year, in order to promote a denser city and to address a number 
of other urban planning issues, the city relaxed the location requirements. 
Instead of higher density being allowed only in the “urban” areas, it would 
be allowed in the entire city.

To drive this point home, currently, there is nothing stopping me from 
purchasing my neighbor’s home, tearing down both houses (his and mine) 
and building four townhouses on the site. For that matter, there is nothing 
stopping a developer from coming in a buying whole sections of houses 
and redeveloping them into denser residences. 

That is why approving the necessary changes to our charter is so 
important. A draft copy of the proposed changes has been drawn up 
by our legal team and has been posted as a draft on the website. The 
changes include setting a minimum lot size, a minimum lot width, and 
prohibiting the subdividing of lots. These three changes will ensure that 
our neighborhood remains a single family low density subdivision in 
perpetuity. All we need to enact this is your vote. 

The Board of Directors is currently working on preparing the exact 
voting language for the September ballots, and hopes to have it posted to 
the website for public consumption prior to the election. In the previous 
years we have had very low voter turnout for Board position elections, but 
it is vital this year, if for nothing else, to make sure everyone votes on this 
issue so that we can get the required changes past and ensure the survival 
of the neighborhood as we know it today. 

If you have any questions please feel free to contact the Briarhills 
Management office and your questions will be answered by me as soon 
as I get them. Talk with your neighbors about this issue, make sure they 
understand or at least have the opportunity to ask questions about this 
issue before September rolls around. 

I hope everyone has a great summer and I look forward to continuing 
to serve the community for the upcoming year.

Alec Luong, AIA
Director, Vice President, Brairhills Board of Directors
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GOVERNMENT SERVICES
Emergency...................................................................... 911
Constable (Closest Law Enforcement)................281-463-6666
Poison Help................................................ 1-800-222-1222
Library and Community Center......................832-393-1880
City Services.............................................................Call 311
Citizens' Assistance..........................................713-247-1888
Public Works...................................................713-837-0600
Neighborhood Protection................................713-525-2525
Animal Control...............................................713-229-7300
Wild animal problem......................................713-861-9453
Hazardous waste..............................................713-551-7355

OTHER UTILITY SERVICES
Street light problem.........................................713-207-2222
	 ...................................................................(then 1 then 4)
Power out/emergency......................................713-207-2222
Gas leak suspected...........................................713-659-2111
Before you dig..........................................................Call 811

BRIARHILLS SERVICES
Trash collection...............................................713-733-1600
Amenity tags...................................................281-558-7422
Tennis courts...................................................281-558-7422
Pool parties......................................................281-558-7422
Clubhouse rental.............................................281-558-7422
Marquee messages...........................................281-558-7422

ADVERTISING INFORMATION 
	 Please support the businesses that advertise in the Briar 
Hills Beat. Their advertising dollars make it possible for all 
Briar Hills residents to receive the monthly newsletter at 
no charge. If you would like to support the newsletter by 
advertising, please contact our sales office at 888-687-6444 
or advertising@PEELinc.com. The advertising deadline is the 
8th of each month for the following month's newsletter.

NEWSLETTER INFORMATION

Article Submission..............................briarhills@sbcglobal.net

Advertising....................................advertising@PEELinc.com

June 2014 Security Report
Summary for HOA and POA
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At no time will any source be allowed to use Briarhill's contents, or loan said 
contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in any media, website, print, 
film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose of solicitation, 
commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or other self 
amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed permission 
from Peel, Inc. The information in The Briar Beat is exclusively for the private 
use of the Briarhills POA and Peel, Inc.

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions 
of their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. 
or its employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts 
stated in articles submitted by others. The publisher also assumes no 
responsibility for the advertising content with this publication. All warranties 
and representations made in the advertising content are solely that of the 
advertiser and any such claims regarding its content should be taken up 
with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints 
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost 
of such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the 
publisher assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or 
typographical mistakes, except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated 
above or in the case of misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental 
or consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or 
any other liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a 
timely manner, except as limited to liabilities stated above.

Bernstein

Thea 
McShay

713.724.7684
tmcshay@BernsteinRealty.com

“I would not hesitate in recommending Thea to any of my 
friends when they are buying, selling (or both-in my case) 
a home. Thea more then goes out of her way to help her 
clients. She got me the best price possible for the home I 

sold,  and found me my future home. She is always there to 
answer any questions or to solve any problems.  Buying or 

selling - call Thea!” -  Lisa G.

Licensed Realtor®, Accredited Luxury Home Specialist, 
and your Briarhills neighbor and resident since 1998.

Your home is special...
Shouldn’t your agent be?

The Briar Beat
is online

Go green. 
Go paperless.

Sign up to receive 
The Briar Beat Forum 
in your inbox. Visit 

PEELinc . com 
for details.

Easy Online Sign-Up at 

USE “NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER” AS REFERRAL

BrilliantElectricity.com

BRILLIANT ENERGY = SERIOUSLY LOW RATES

BRILLIANT ENERGY’S ELECTRICITY RATES CHALLENGE 
THE RATES OF EVERY OTHER PROVIDER IN TEXAS!

LOCK-IN A LOW ELECTRICITY RATE FOR
UP TO 3 YEARS

Brilliant Energy Texas OUC #10140

BRILLIANT ENERGY IS RECOMMENDED BY TEXAS ENERGY 
ANALYST, ALAN LAMMEY THE HOST OF THE “ENERGY 

WEEK” RADIO SHOW ON NEWSTALK 1070 KNTH!

Ask the “Energy Analyst”
281.658.0395

GREAT BUSINESS RATES TOO!
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE

View answers online at www.peelinc.com

ACROSS
1. Charge 
5. Syrian bishop 
9. Against 
10. Landing 
11. Leaves 
12. Boom box 
13. Allure 
15. African antelope 
16. Polite 
18. Leafy green 
21. Marry 
22. Esophagus 
26. Woken 
28. Goad 
29. Type of tooth 
30. Refer 
31. Posttraumatic stress     

disorder 
32. Sieve

DOWN
1. Nativity scene piece 
2. Competition at the Greek  

games 
3. Capital of the Ukraine 
4. Symbol 
5. Expression of surprise 
6. Emblem 
7. Pickle juice 
8. A ball out of bounds (2 wds.) 
10. Twist violently 
14. Ripper 
17. Strums 
18. Slough 
19. Ross ___, philanthropist 
20. Gods 
23. Brand of sandwich cookie 
24. Seaweed substance 
25. Cabana 
27. Blue

© 2006. Feature Exchange
ACROSS
1. Advertisements 
4. Inhabits 
10. Crow's cry 
11. Gully 
12. Rio de Janeiro 
13. Sports car brand 
14. List of errors 
16. New Jersey's neighbor 
17. In __ (together) 
18. Kilogram 
20. Post script 
22. Too 
26. Concord e.g. 
29. Addictions 
31. Computer game 
33. Killed in action 
34. Ancient (2 wds.) 
35. Antlered animal 
36. Mourning 
37. Ocean

DOWN
1. Land 
2. Milk's food group 
3. Type of enemy 
4. Loony 
5. __ havoc 
6. Make a mistake 
7. Stow 
8. Greek stringed instrument 
9. Defile 
15. American College of 

Physicians (abbr.) 
19. Chitchat 
21. Book holder 
23. Enjoys 
24. Steps for crossing a fence 
25. City 
26. Prod 
27. Prudent 
28. Plane 
30. Nearly horizontal entrance 
32. Poet Edgar Allen

Crossword Puzzle
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STAY AWAY 
FROM 

DRAINS 

CHECK POOL 
& HOT TUB 

FIRST

CONSTANT
VISUAL

SUPERVISION

MULTIPLE
BARRIERS

AROUND WATER

LEARN CPR
& REFRESH 

SKILLS YEARLY

KEEP BACKYARDS
& BATHROOMS

SAFER

RULES

STAY
AWAY

LEARN
TO

SWIM

WEAR
LIFE

JACKETS

DROWNING IS FAST & SILENT
KEEP KIDS IN ARM’S REACH

WATER SAFETY TIPS AT
WWW.COLINSHOPE.ORG

LAYERS OF PROTECTION CAN PREVENT DROWNING

BE SAFER
AT THE
BEACH

VISIT
US

ONLINE

Colin's Hope Athlete Ambassadors needed. 

www.tinych.org/AthleteAmbassador
Swim, bike, play tennis, hula hoop and more!

www.colinshope.org/quiz
Take our Water Safety Quiz.

Help keep your family safer around water.
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Sudoku

The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© 2006. Feature Exchange
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SUDOKU

Sudoku
The goal is to fill in the grid so that every row, every column, and

every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9. Each digit may
appear only once in each row, each column, and each 3x3 box.

© 2006. Feature Exchange

14340 Me M o r i a l Dr i v e • Ho u s to n, te x a s 77079

The Demand For Homes
in This Area Has

Never Been Better, Call Us!

Successfully assisting
sellers and buyers

in the Bush
attendance zone.

Wherever life takes you

c a l l  o n  u s

heritagetexas.com

&
Rebecque Demark

713.252.8899
demark@heritagetexas.com

Nancy Scott
713.865.0500

nscott@heritagetexas.com

Please remember to pick 
up after your pets and

“scoop the poop”
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The Modern Game: The Backhand Approach Shot

By USPTA/PTR Master Professional 
Fernando Velasco

TENNIS
TIPS

Look in the next Newsletter for: “The Modern Game: The Swinging Forehand Approach Shot” 

In previous newsletters, I offered tips on how to execute the basic 
strokes for players who are just beginning to play tennis or who want 
to resume playing. I am now offering suggestions on how to play 
the “modern” game mostly geared towards players who are happy 
with hitting the ball over the net and controlling the point with 
consistency.  These players may be already playing for leagues or 
in tournaments and are looking for more “weapons” on the court.

In this issue, I will offer instructions on how to execute the Top 
Backhand Approach Shot. This shot is used when an opponent 
hits a soft shot that has bounced high over the net. The player will 
take advantage and will charge to the net, thus hitting with top 
spin high over the net and hit with power.  When the ball hits the 
court, it will take a big hop, forcing the opponent to fall back close 
to the fence, or to hit the ball on the rise. This shot can be used as 
a “winner” or as an “approach shot.”

In the illustrations, Kaylen Combs, one of the top players of 
the Grey Rock Tennis Academy, shows the proper technique to 
execute this stroke.  Kaylen is coached by the Director of the Tennis 
Academy, Darin Pleasant, who is showing her the proper point of 
contact on step 2.  Kaylen plays with her left hand.  

 Step 1: The Back Swing:   When Kaylen sees the opportunity, 
she makes a quick turn of her upper body and takes the racket high 
and back.  The head of the racket is now at shoulder height, her 
shoulders are turned, the right hand gripping the racket and her left 

hand relaxed.   Her weight is on the front foot as her momentum 
carries her forward to attack the ball. Her right wrist is “laid back” 
to allow maximum point of contact.

Step 2:  The Point of Contact:  The success of a top spin shot 
is keeping the ball on the strings going from low to high in a 30 
degree angle and accelerating the racket head around the outside of 
the ball.  Kaylyn started the swing high and “looped” it to allow the 
head of the racket to drop down.  She will be brushing around the 
outside of the ball as she makes contact with it. Her left shoulder 
is almost opening and her weight has is moving through the shot. 

Step 3: The Follow Through: In order to get maximum control 
and power, Kaylen is keeping her right arm extended through the 
shot.  She has “snapped” her right wrist and has the head of the 
racket facing down. Her weight is going forward. 

Step 4: The Finish:  Kaylen’s upper body acceleration forced the 
head of the racket to “wrap around” her left ear, thus creating the 
most power and topspin on the ball.  Her legs are already in position 
to move forward the net for a volley. Her right foot should naturally 
move forward due to her momentum and racket speed.  From her 
looks, she apparently hit a very wide cross court approach shot for 
a defensive return.

Step 5:  The Volley Winner: Once Kaylen hit, she moved to the 
net for a “winner”.  By the smile on her face, her backhand approach 
shot was successful and she won the point with a backhand volley.
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Your Energy Corridor Real Estate Specialists

281.220.1515  •  info@GGHomeTeam.com  •  www.GGHomeTeam.com

Thalia & Josh

©2014 Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate LLC. Better Homes and Gardens® is a registered trademark of Meredith Corporation licensed to Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate LLC.  Equal Opportunity Company. 
Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Franchise is Independently Owned and Operated. If your property is currently listed with a real estate broker, please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers.

over 17 Years of Experience Working for You

guderyon


