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With summer now officially here, our beloved 
lakes are filled with watercrafts of all shapes and 
sizes buzzing around towing enthusiastic tubers, 
intensity-high skiers, dedicated fisherman and 
exercise hungry paddle-boarders.  However as the 
number of people using our aquatic playgrounds 
increase, so does the risk of accidents among the 
busy boat ramps and lakefront docks. 

If you’re planning on using these areas during 
the busy summer season, here are a few pointers 
to remember when launching and retrieving 
your boat:

1. Avoid unnecessary delays and blocking the 
boat ramp when launching your boat by completing 
as much of the preparation (loading of your gear) 
in the staging area as possible. Make sure your 
tie down straps are removed, battery is on, and that all your 
required safety gear, as well as ski’s, tubes, coolers and towels 
are already in the boat.

2. If there is a dock at the ramp, ask your passengers to meet 
you there while you and another experienced person launch 
the boat without any unnecessary distractions 

3. Use at least two experienced people to launch and retrieve 
the boat —one to drive the towing vehicle and one to operate 
the vessel). It is also a great idea to have all your dock lines and 
bumpers already in place prior to launching.

4. Launch your boat slowly and safely – ensure the area 

BOAT RAMP ETIQUETTE
DON’T BE “THAT GUY ” THIS SUMMER

By Dave West, Austin Wakesurf

immediately behind the boat is clear of other boats, personal 
watercraft and people.  

5. As you approach the dock to pick up your passengers, 
have a dock line ready to hand off to someone on the dock 
and instruct everyone to wait until you tell them it is safe to 
board the boat.

6. At the end of you boating adventure, drop all your 
passengers off at the dock first and wait away from the dock 
while an experienced person retrieves your vehicle and trailer. 

(Continued on Page 2)
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 Article Submissions ..................... longcanyon@peelinc.com
 Advertising........advertising@PEELinc.com, 512-263-9181
ADVERTISING INFORMATION

Please support the businesses that advertise in the  Long Canyon 
Gazette. Their advertising dollars make it possible for all Long 
Canyon residents to receive the monthly newsletter at no charge. 
No homeowners association funds are used to produce or mail 
the newsletters. If you would like to support the newsletter by 
advertising, please contact our sales office at 512-263-9181 or 
advertising@PEELinc.com. The advertising deadline is the 8th 
of each month for the following month's newsletter.

CLASSIFIED ADS
Personal classifieds (one time sell items, such as a used 
bike...) run at no charge to Long Canyon residents, limit 30 
words, please e-mail longcanyon@peelinc.com
Business classifieds (offering a service or product line for 
profit) are $50, limit 40 words, please contact Peel, Inc. Sales 
Office @ 512-263-9181 or advertising@PEELinc.com.

Save Tax Payers Hard Earned $$$’s
• City homestead exemption

• Tax apartments with lower rates
• Zero line accounting for City Hall

Utility Fee Relief – Demand Transparency
• Cut corporate utility subsidies

• Incentives for homes & businesses to reclaim water
• Eliminate non-utility items
• Fix leaking infrastructure

• Robust rebates for all residents

Vote Margie for Austin 
City Council District 10

Go to www.margieforaustin.com to 
see Margie’s stand on all the issues.
  Margie4Austin         @margieforaustin

Political ad paid for by Margie for Austin, Mindy Montford, Treasurer. P.O. Box 
28366 Austin, TX 78755.  This campaign has not agreed to comply with the 

contribution and expenditure limits of the Austin Fair Campaign Chapter.

I Am Your TAX CuT LADY

It’s often best to leave all you equipment in the boat until 
you reach the staging area where you can safely unload safely.

7. When retrieving, do not pull your boat into a launch 
lane until the towing vehicle is at the ramp. The line is 
formed by vehicles with trailers, not by vessels in the water.

8. Have the driver of the vehicle tow the boat to a 
staging area where you can meet your passengers and begin 
unloading and wiping down. Always double-check your tie 
downs prior to driving away from the boat ramp area. 

Also: 
• Never block a ramp with an unattended vessel or vehicle. 
• Alcohol and boating don’t mix.
• Always wear a US Coast Guard Approved (USCGA) life 

jacket when conducting any type of watersport. 
• Do not power load your boat: Propeller wash can erode 

the sediment just beyond the ramp surface, creating a large 
hole. The eroded sediment is deposited behind the propeller, 
creating a mound. Trailer tires can get stuck in these holes, 
and boats can run aground on the mound.

Boat Etiquette (Continued from Cover)
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“I am a full time professional, 
fortunate enough to be 

associated with one of the 
most technologically advanced 

real estate companies in the 
U.S., but I am also a broker 

who can adapt, make changes 
and get the job done with the 

flexibility of a small broker. 
We do not sell more homes 
than anyone in our market, 
but you will not find anyone 

who will workharder, or more 
professionally to get you the 
most money for your home.”

Better Home,
Better Garden,
Better Agent.

5-Star Award Winner in Texas Monthly

Ranked in Top 100 of all Austin agents

Recognized in the June 2014 Texas Monthly as 

a 5-Star Realtor, 3rd Year in a Row!

Direct: 512-698-3366
bfinnessey@gmail.com

RealEstateinSteinerRanch.com

- Licensed in Texas

WHETHER 
THE MARKET IS 

HOT 
OR 

COLD,
TELL YOUR 
FRIENDS 
THEY CAN 

COUNT ON ME
 TO GET IT 

BOUGHT 
OR

SOLD!
NEGOTIATING THE BEST PRICE & 
TERMS THROUGHOUT THE YEAR.

OH, BY THE WAY ... I’M NEVER TOO BUSY FOR ANY OF YOUR REFERRALS!
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(Continued on Page 6)

A child with confidence is built on a foundation of love and support. The Children’s Center of Austin’s  
educational and developmental curriculum is like none other and reaches to all types of early learners. 
Learning doesn’t only take place in our classrooms! Learning continues to be fostered in our school  
library, gym, art studio, computer labs, and playgrounds.

Intelligent minds are nurtured by a peaked curiosity and love for learning. 

www.childrenscenterofaustin.com

Steiner ranch 
4308 N. Quinlan Park Rd. 

Suite 100 
Austin, TX 78732 

512.266.6130

JeSter 
6507 Jester Boulevard 

Building 2 
Austin, TX 78750 
512.795.8300

Bee caveS 
8100 Bee Caves Rd 
Austin, TX 78746 
512.329.6633

Call any of our 
schools and schedule 

a tour today!

With the summer vacation in full swing, 
the kids out of school, and noodles floating 
in the pool, it’s no doubt the grill is staying 
fired up.  But…before you kick off the flip-
flops, here are a few barbecue etiquette tips 
to ensure your grill fest goes down as the best 
on the block.  Wait. Barbecue etiquette, you 
say?  Yes, it exists.  

1. If you’re invited to a barbecue party 
thrown by an individual/family, avoid 
showing up empty-handed.  A side of 
coleslaw, apple pie, or pitcher of lemonade 
will do the trick.  

2. A barbecue is an informal affair – no 
need to worry about which fork and knife to 
use.   Go ahead and use your fingers in lieu 
of utensils.  Larger pieces of food, however, 

How’s your “brisketiquette?”
should be cut with a knife and fork.  No need 
to get medieval on us.  

3. If you’re like many people who wonder 
what is the proper way to squeeze a lemon 
slice and a lemon wedge?  Well, here is the 
answer:  if it is a slice, don't squeeze it-just 
drop it in the glass. If it is a wedge, cup your 
hand over it to prevent squirting, and squeeze 
it into the glass.  Who likes lemon pulp in 
the eye?  Not me.  

4. Corn on the cob vs. man.  For most 
people, eating corn on the cob is one of life’s 
biggest challenges.  Okay, well, maybe it’s 
just a challenge.  The best way to approach 
a hot cob:  simply, butter a few rows of corn 
at a time, hold the corn firmly by the ends 
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Connect with LISD... www.leanderisd.org
512-570-0000

First Day of School ...............................Aug. 25
Labor Day.............................................Sept. 1
Rosh Hashanah ..............................Sept. 24-26
Yom Kippur ........................................ Oct. 3-4
Columbus Day .......................................Oct. 13
Veteran’s Day ......................................Nov. 11
Thanksgiving .......................................Nov. 27
Hanukkah ....................................... Dec. 15-24
Christmas ............................................ Dec. 25
MLK Day ..............................................Jan. 19
Spring Break ................................ March 16-20
Good Friday .......................................... April 3 
Bad Weather .......................................April 27
Bad Weather ....................................... May 18
Memorial Day ...................................... May 25
Last Day ................................................June 5

IMPORTANT DATES CALENDAR KEY

Bold First/Last Day Semester - Secondary
Italic First/Last Day Semester - Elementary

E Early Release Day
Proposed Testing Dates

Last day, Six-Weeks Period

Bad Weather Makeup Day
Staff Development/Student Holiday
Student/Teacher Holiday

Last day, Nine-Weeks Period

New Teacher Staff Development
PROPOSED TESTING DATES

Oct. 20-23 .......................................TAKS Exit
Dec. 1-5 ................................... STAAR Testing
March 2-5 ........................................            tixE SKAT
March 30-31  ........................... STAAR Testing
April 21-22 ............................... STAAR Testing
May 4-8 ................................... STAAR Testing
May 12-13 ................................ STAAR Testing 

LEANDER 
INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

2014-2015 DISTRICT CALENDAR

1
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OUR NEW CHURCH CAMPUS 
is now open in West Austin

Join us for worship SUNDAY mornings at 10A

theaustinstoneaustinstone.org theaustinstone

Westlake Performing Arts Center
4100 Westbank Dr, Austin, TX 78746

with two hands (or use corn skewers), and eat a few rows at a 
time from left to right.  If you prefer to skip the bite-off-the-cob 
approach, you may also cut kernels off of the cob with a knife, 
cutting in a vertical, downward manner.

5. Similar to corn on the cob, ribs are meant to be eaten with 
your hands.  Given their messy nature, however, it’s important 
to have napkins on hand.  For this barbecue favorite, bibs are 
not necessary.

6. Sauce is boss, unless it isn’t offered.  While Texans are 
usually proud of their barbecue sauce, some barbecue purists 
prefer no sauce to appreciate the natural, smoked flavor of the 
meat.  Ask for sauce only when you know it’s available, or if 
your child requests it.

7. Grilled shrimp can be easy to eat or take a little work, 
depending on how it is served.  As a general rule of thumb, if 
the shrimp has the tail on, you can use your fingers.  Tails off, 
use a fork!

8. When hosting a large group, be sure to have a wide variety 
of food options for vegetarians and children.  

9. To pick or not to pick?  Your teeth that is.  Often times, 
meat can be tricky to eat and require some dental maintenance.  
At every expense, avoid removing food from your teeth in public.  
Toothpicks may be used, but only in private.  So what should 
you do if you notice someone else in the same predicament?  Be 
discreet, but do tell.

10.  Last and not least, respect the griller’s domain.  If the  
host/griller has samples to offer, he/she will do so.  Never assume 
you may help yourself to try what “smells good.”  

Now that the fundamentals are covered, what’s for lunch?  

This article was contributed by the National League of Junior 
Cotillions – Travis County, a contemporary etiquette, social skills 
and dance training program that serves 6th, 7th and 8th grade 
students in Austin.  A parent informational session will be held at 
Barton Creek Country Club on Wednesday, August 13th at 7:30 
p.m., and at the Lakeway Resort & Spa on Thursday, August 14th 
at 7:30 p.m. To RSVP for the informational session or learn more 
about the program, contact Directors, Marisol Foster or Courtney 
Duncan at 512.369.8302, or duncan.foster@nljc.com.  Class 
enrollment is limited, but registration is now available online at 
www.nljc-austin.com.

Brisketiquette (Continued on Page 6)
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At no time will any source be allowed to use the Long Canyon Gazette contents, 
or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in any media, 
website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose of 
solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or other 
self amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed permission 
from Peel, Inc. The information in the Long Canyon Gazette is exclusively for 
the private use.

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. 
Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles 
submitted by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the 
advertising content with this publication. All warranties and representations 
made in the advertising content are solely that of the advertiser and any such 
claims regarding its content should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints 
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost 
of such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the 
publisher assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or 
typographical mistakes, except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated 
above or in the case of misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any 
other liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely 
manner, except as limited to liabilities stated above.

NOT AVAILABLE
ONLINE

CPR

Volunteer - Donate
COLINSHOPE.ORG Ongoing:

2014

August 

Calendar
Keep your children and families safer in, near and around all bodies of water.

DROWNING IS FAST & SILENT
KEEP KIDS IN ARM’S REACH

WWW.COLINSHOPE.ORG

LAYERS OF PROTECTION CAN PREVENT DROWNING

Take our Water Safety Quiz. www.colinshope.org/quiz/

Ongoing: info@colinshope.org Volunteers needed to distribute water safety packets. 

At least 37 Texas children have fatally drowned this year.*

Colin's Hope Athlete Ambassadors needed. www.tinych.org/AthleteAmbassador

Sept. 14th: Colin’s Hope Kid’s Tri! Registration is now open. 

RULES

STAY
AWAY

BE SAFER
AT THE
BEACH

STAY AWAY
FROM

DRAINS

CHECK POOL
& HOT TUB

FIRST

CONSTANT
VISUAL

SUPERVISION

MULTIPLE
BARRIERS
TO WATER 

LEARN CPR
& REFRESH

SKILLS YEARLY

KEEP BACKYARDS
& BATHROOMS

SAFER

LEARN 
TO 

SWIM 

WEAR 
LIFE

JACKETS

WATER SAFETY TIPS AT

www.tinych.org/KidsTri

*Source: Texas DFPS, Watch Kids Around Water

Aug. 28th: Got2Swim 11k Lake Austin. View event details. www.tinych.org/Got2Swim
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