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COURTYARD
Book Club

Tuesday, October 7, 2014, 1 p.m.,
5612 Scout Island North

John Steinbeck notes that his sequel to Cannery Row,
Sweet Thursday gets its name from is the day between
“Lousy Wednesday” and “Waiting Friday”. A quote from the
book clarifies this characterization of time: “It is a common
experience that a problem difficult at night is resolved in
the morning after the committee of sleep has worked on it.”
The Courtyard Book Club will discuss this lesser known of
Steinbeck’s novels in October.

In the time between Cannery Row and Sweet Thursday,
World War II has occurred. As the book begins, Doc returns
home from the war to find that all that was familiar has
changed and people he knew are dead or gone. He feels lost
and without direction. Although Doc doesn't know what has
triggered this change within him, he is determined to get his
life back on track. As he pursues his quest for happiness and
fulfillment, Steinbeck’s recurring theme of the common bond
of humanity; of people loving and supporting those they care
about plays out to a good end.

In November, the Book Club will read the Austin Mayor’s
Book for 2014, Monday, Monday by Elizabeth Crook. At the
core of this novel is the Charles Whitman shooting from the UT
Tower in 1966. Reviews of CrooK’s writing and storytelling are
unsparing in their praise. "Authentic. . . harrowing. . . makes
us believe the characters were there. . . Crook’s exploration of
Whitman’s massacre and its lingering effects will have relevance
for years to come." —Dallas Morning News

Call or email Jean Heath, -
c.jeanheath@gmail.com; 512-231-9412, for
more information on the club or questions about
upcoming meerings.

SEND US YOUR
EVENT PICTURES!!

Do you have a picture of an event that you would like to run

in the newsletter? Send it to us and we will publish it in an

upcoming issue. Email the picture to janeegib@gmail.com. Be

Wolf Court: sure to include the text that you would like to have as the caption.
Tim Sullivan..........ccoeeeeeeeieieieieciecece e 346-3146 Pictures will appear in color online at www.PEELinc.com
.................................................... tsullivan@austin.rr.com
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Here in Texas, we love our trees and value their precious shade during
our long hot summers. And although Texas trees are tough — they have
to be to live through our summers, we have sadly learned that our trees
have their limits in these times of extreme heat and prolonged drought.
Texas lost over 500 million trees in 2011 alone. Experts note that most
of the trees did not die from dehydration. Rather, these mature trees
were so severely weakened that they were more susceptible to disease and
infestations. In these times, then, it is important to do what we can to
keep our trees as healthy as possible. You can replant dead grass or bushes
in a day, but it takes years and years to grow a mature tree. To reduce
their stress and keep our trees healthy during extreme heat and drought
conditions, experts say that we need to water them. At the same time,
however, we are asked to conserve and use the minimum amount of
water necessary to do that. Below are some suggestions to help do both.

How long do I need to water 2

Wiater your trees on your usual schedule or, if you haven't been
watering, start with an hour in each area of coverage under the tree’s
canopy.

Next day, dig down about five 5 inches (5”) deep and feel the soil
at the bottom of the hole. Soil should be moist down to 5” but not
too wet or muddy. Sopping wet tells you to reduce the time on your
next watering day. If the soil isn’t moist 5” down, add more time onto
your next watering day. Keep adjusting the watering time undil soil is
consistently moist down to about 5”.

How often ?

Once you find the optimal length of time, you can figure out the
minimum number of days you need to water using the 5” deep moisture
test. Asa general rule, during cooler weather (typically October - April),
if there has been no significant rainfall, water deeply every two months.
In the warmer months (May through September), if there has been no
rain, water deeply once a month, and when temperatures are consistently
very high - 100° - water deeply every two to three weeks.

Young trees

Remember that trees planted within the last two years need more
frequent watering: October — April weekly if no rain that week; May —
September - 2-3 times/wk if the water drains rapidly.

Placement

Each time you water, move the sprinklers or hoses around under the
tree so that the correct amount of water is applied everywhere under
the canopy all the way to drip line (outer edges of leaves). If water use
is restricted, then cover only the area under the outer half of the trunk
and drip line where most of the fine water-absorbing roots are located.

Equipment

Good tree watering doesn’t require elaborate or expensive equipment.
Find a small, inexpensive, round, flat sprinkler about six inches in
diameter with one hole that sprays a cone-shaped fountain up in the air.

Set it to low flow so droplets are visible. Avoid turning the flow too
high, the finer the spray and higher it goes up in the air, the more it
will evaporate before it hits the ground. Remember that the goal is
even moisture. Bubblers, hose-end soaking and soaker hoses reduce
evaporation, but they don’t distribute the water evenly over the root
system so if you use them, you will need to keep moving them around
to get water evenly distributed over the entire area under the canopy.

Mulch

Two inches of mulch is good for newly planted trees; up to three
inches for more mature trees. Note that mature trees with mulch under
them are more water-efficient than trees with grass. Keep in mind that
during very hot dry weather, a thick layer of mulch can absorb most of
the water before it can get into the ground. In addition, old mulch gets
so hard and crusty that it actually repels water. Pay attention and break
up the surface of the mulch if you find this happening.

You can also check with your lawn service or visit the City of Austin
Water Conservation webpage http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/watercon/
rainfall_data.cfm to estimate your lawn watering needs.

Capital City Village is a nonprofit dedicated to helping seniors
in Austin “age in place” successfully, with volunteers, program
and professional providers. Come to our event and learn more!

(512) 524-2709 - www.capitalcityvillage.org

LEARN MORE—OPEN HOUSE!
We're hosting a FREE Open House to to
chat about aging in place, staying in your
home longer, and how seniors across the

country are achieving it! Come for the
refreshments and great conversation.

Tuesday, September 16
5:30-7:00PM
Hosted at WellMed at Midtown
3708 Jefferson St #A
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CICADA KILLERS

Large wasps flying low over the lawn can be
a common, and sometimes frightening, sight
at this time of year. Things can get alarming
when those wasps become territorial and fly
around your head until you leave the area.
These wasps are usually accompanied by holes
in the yard or flower beds that are surrounded
by small piles of dirt. The wasps are cicada
killers and aren’t anything to panic over.

Cicada killers are about 1 % inches long
with a reddish-brown head and thorax and an
abdomen that is black with yellow markings.

(Continued on Page 6) Fig. 1. Hole created by a cicada killer.

‘ The Austin Stone

GoD CAN DO FAR MORE THAN WE CAN IMAGINE

Join us as we start our new fall series

Sundays at 10A starting Aug 24

' Westlake Performing Arts Center

4100 Westbank Dr, Austin, TX 78746

austinstone.org y theaustinstone n theaustinstone
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Cicada Killers - (Continued from Page 4)

Wings have a rusty tinge. The males can be aggressive and buzz near
people, but males are unable to sting. Females are capable of stinging
but are rarely aggressive towards humans or animals.

Females dig burrows in the ground and use these burrows as nesting
areas. Females sting and paralyze cicadas, take them back to the burrow
and then lay an egg upon it. When the egg hatches, the larvae feed upon
the cicada provided.

Cicada killers usually do not warrant any control methods. They are
actually beneficial insects that help to reduce populations of cicadas. If
you feel that you must do something to manage them, you can sprinkle
insecticidal dust around the opening of the burrow.

For more information or help with identification, contact Wizzie
Brown, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service Program Specialist at

Fig. 2. Cicada Fkiller. 512.854.9600.

The information given herein is for educational purposes only. Reference to commercial products or trade names is made with the
understanding that no discrimination is intended and no endorsement by Texas A&M AgriLife Fxtension Service or the Texas A&M AgriLife

Research is implied. Extension programs serve people of all ages regardless of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disability, genetic
i;'zﬁr/mztion or veteran status.

4308 N. Quinlan Park Rd. 6507 Jester Boulevard 8100 Bee Caves Rd
Suite 100 Building 2 Austin, TX 78746

s 's Austin, TX 78732 Austin, TX 78750 512.329.6633
“l dre“ 512.266.6130 512.795.8300
C Currently Accepting Student
Enrollment

Of pustin

Low Teacher/Student ratios

Compassionate, Professional Teachers Committed
to Your Child’s Success!

An Educational, Theme-Based Curriculum

New Developmental-Based Infant Curriculum
Special Events & Field Trips

Art Studio, Computer Lab, Library & Gymnasium

Convenient Enrichment Activities:

Spanish e Little Wing = Martial Arts
Gym Station * Dance Adventures

e

childrenscenterofaustin.com
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Wildfire doesn’t have to burn everything in its path. In fact,
cleaning your property of debris and maintaining your landscaping
are important first steps to helping minimize damage and loss.

The work you do today can make a difference. Follow these simple
action steps now and throughout the year to prepare and help reduce
the risk of your home and property becoming fuel for a wildfire:

* Clear leaves and other debris from gutters, eaves, porches and
decks. This prevents embers from igniting your home.

* Remove dead vegetation from under your deck and within 10
feet of the house.

* Remove anything stored underneath decks or porches.

* Screen or box-in areas below patios and decks with wire mesh to

prevent debris and combus- tible materials from accumulating.

* Remove flammable materials (firewood stacks, propane tanks,
dry vegetation) within 30 feet of your home’s foundation and
outbuildings, includ- ing garages and sheds. If it can catch fire,
don’t let it touch your house, deck or porch.

» Wildfire can spread to tree tops. If you have trees oon your
property, prune so the lowest branches are 6 to 10 feet from
the ground.

* Keep your lawn hydrated and maintained. If it is brown, cut it
down to reduce fire intensity. Dry grass and shrubs are fuel for
wildfire.

* Don't let debris and lawn cuttings linger. Dispose of these items

quickly to reduce fuel for fire.

* Inspectshingles or roof tiles. Replace or repair those that are loose
or missing to prevent ember penetration.

* Cover exterior attic vents with metal wire mesh no larger than
1/8 inch to prevent sparks from entering the home.

* Enclose under-eave and soffit vents or screen with metal mesh to

prevent ember entry.

Learn more about how to keep your family safe and reduce your
home’s risk for wildfire damage at

At no time will any source be allowed to use The Courtyard Caller Newsletter
contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in
any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for
the purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political
campaigns, or other self amplification, under penalty of law without written
or expressed permission from Peel, Inc. The information in The Courtyard
Caller Newsletter is exclusively for the private use of Peel, Inc.

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees.
Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles
submitted by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the
advertising content with this publication. All warranties and representations
made in the advertising content are solely that of the advertiser and any such
claims regarding its content should be taken up with the advertiser.

* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost
of such advertising.

* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the
publisher assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or
typographical mistakes, except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated
above or in the case of misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.

* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any
other liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely
manner, except as limited to liabilities stated above.

“TAX CUT LADY"”

Transportation - A Quality of Life Issue:

* Reduce housing & transportation costs-
from current 63% to national avg of 40%

* Provide comprehensive bus system -
immediate solution & cheaper than rail

* Improve traffic congestion -
HOV lanes, timed on-ramps & re-timed traffic lights

Public Safety - Austin’s First Line of Defense
* Reduce crime - increase police patrols

* Fund 911 call center - improve response time

* Prevent wildfires - implement fire mitigation

* Avoid loss of property - build 360 fire station
VOTE MARGIE for Austin City Council District 10

Go to www.margieforaustin.com o sce Margic’s stand on all the issues

fb.com/Margied4Austin Twitter@margieforaustin

Political ad paid for by Margie for Austin, Mindy Montford, Treasurer. P.O. Box 28366 Austin, TX 78755. This campaign
has not agreed to comply with the contribution and expenditure limits of the Austin Fair Campaign Chapter.
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FOR SALE

4306 Bonnell Vista Cv #4 7500 Canna Cv
2BR ¢ 2.5BA ¢ $229,900 4ABR ¢ 2.5BA  $475,000

7602 Mesa Dr 16202 E Lake Shore Dr
5BR ¢ 3BA ¢ $649,000 3BR ¢ 3BA ¢ $1,100,000

Call me to help with your next move!
Jo Carol Snowden

Broker Associate

512.657.4441
jocarol@moreland.com m moreland.com

CHRISTIE’S LUXURY PORT/OLIO LEADING REAL ESTATE

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE INTERNATIONAL COMPANIES o/ THE WORLD
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