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Moving into the fall, we’d like to acknowledge and express 
deep appreciation to all our community volunteers.  We 
cannot emphasize enough how important your gifts of time 
and energy are. You make it possible for the Board and its 
supporting committees to do the work of maintaining our 
common areas and property values, keeping maintenance 
costs down, and creating a welcoming and friendly 
atmosphere in our community.  

Understandably, everyone is busy with work and family.  
However, we urge you to consider offering a little free time 
during the year – everything helps and the cumulative effect 
of each person’s contribution goes a long way to helping keep 
the Courtyard a great place to live.

While we are on this subject, we are very happy to 
announce that residents Denise Hogan and Carolyn Brakhage 
have joined our Welcome Committee.  Being themselves new 
to the Courtyard this year, Denise and Carolyn have brought 
a valuable newcomer’s perspective to the committee’s efforts.  
Check out the Welcome Committee article in this month’s 

Caller and contact them about some of their great suggestions 
for making neighbors into friends.  

Don’t miss a chance for a free fire safety home assessment.  
The Fire Safety Committee and other community volunteers 
participated in a training session on September 13.  Another 
training time is being set for December.  The Committee 
will be starting individual assessments soon and continue 
them through fall, winter, and into spring.  Contact any 
Board member or Committee Chairman Jim Gattis [(512) 
468-2266, BubbaGattis37@gmail.com] to sign up for the 
assessment and/or to join volunteers in this EXTREMELY 
important community work. 

And it probably wouldn’t be a Board message if we didn’t 
ask everyone to please keep up your efforts to drive safely 
and SLOWLY in the Courtyard.  Be especially careful on 
Halloween night to watch out for our neighborhood ghosts 
& goblins, pirates & princesses, space invaders & super 
heroes.  Have a happy and safe Halloween and don’t forget the 
pre-trick or treating party on the Tom Wooten Drive island. 
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CHA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President, Leslie Craven................ 502-1124, 585-1153 (cell)
Vice President, Jamie Southerland.......................... 394-5529
Secretary, Waneen Spirduso................... spirduso@utexas.edu
Treasurer, Jim Lloyd............................................... 231-0855
Doug Richards. 512-527-9001, dougrichards714@gmail.com
Cathleen Barrett.............................................. 817-371-6983
Henry Mistrot........................................................ 459-7313

COMMITTEES
Environmental Control (ECC)
	 Diana Apgar....................................................... 415-9412
Community Park
	 Jamie Southerland............................................... 394-5529
Welcome
	 Joany Price.......................................................... 775-8942
Social Committee Chairperson
	 Joany Price.......................................................... 775-8942	
Landscape & Decorating 
	 Ed Ueckert......................................................... 345-6137
Security
	 Jim Lloyd............................................................ 231-0855
Communications
	 Leslie Craven...................................................... 502-1124
	 Jane Gibson (Editor - Courtyard Caller)............... 850-3346
	 .............................................................janeegib@gmail.com
Compliance
	 ..................................................................................Open
Kayak Committee
	 Waneen Spirduso............................... spirduso@utexas.edu
Fire Safety Committee
	 Jim Gattis.................................................... 512-468-2266
	 ................................................BubbaGattis37@gmail.com
Area Development and Zoning Liaison
	 Bill Meredith...................................................... 345-0593

MANAGEMENT COMPANY
Goodwin Management: Marilyn Childress

 11149 Research Blvd. Austin, TX 78759-5227 
512-502-7509

SUB-HOA CONTACTS
Center Court:
	 Gary Doucha...................................................... 401-3105
	 ......................................................gmdoucha@yahoo.com
Travis County Courtyard (aka "Backcourt")
	 Allan Nilsson..................................................... 346-8432
	 ..................................................... arnilsson@earthlink.net
Villas at Courtyard:
	 Thomas Hoy....................................................... 231-1270
	 .............................................Thomas.Hoy@freescale.com
Wolf Court:
	 Tim Sullivan....................................................... 346-3146
	 ..................................................... tsullivan@austin.rr.com
	

6909 W. Courtyard Dr. · (512) 343.7858

Fun For All Ages!

Fall Festival
October 26th, 5:00 PM-7:30 PM

shccaustin.org

Courtyard Book Club
Tuesday, November 4, 2014, 1 p.m., 5612 Scout Island North

On August 1, 1966, Charles Whitman climbed to the top of 
the University of Texas Tower.  The ex-Marine had three rifles, two 
pistols, and a sawed-off shotgun. Whitman, 25, was an architectural 
engineering major who had already murdered his mother, Margaret, 
and his wife, Kathy, earlier in the day. He fired his first shots just 
before noon, aiming with chilling precision at pedestrians below.  
Elizabeth Crooke chooses this event as the background for her novel, 
Monday, Monday which was selected by the Austin Public Library as 
the Mayor’s Book for 2014.  Crooke imagines three young people 
whose lives become intertwined on that fateful day and follows these 
characters for the next 20 years as they try to make their lives whole 
again. Previously Crooke won awards for her historical fiction and 
with this new novel is again rewarded with praise from her peers.  The 
Dallas Morning News describes Monday, Monday as “Authentic. . . 
harrowing. . . makes us believe the characters were there. . . Crook’s 
exploration of Whitman’s massacre and its lingering effects will have 
relevance for years to come.”

Please send suggestions for the 2015 reading list to Jean Heath 
at the email address below.  Books for the list should be available 
in paperback, as well as in the Austin Public Library.  Both recent 
publications and classics of fiction or nonfiction are welcome 
nominations.  Members will vote for their choices prior to the 
December Meeting.

Call/or email Jean Heath, c.jeanheath@gmail.com; 512-964-8791, 
for more information on the club or for details about upcoming 
meetings.
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CPR

Volunteer - Donate
COLINSHOPE.ORG

2014

Fall 
Calendar

DROWNING IS FAST & SILENT
KEEP KIDS IN ARM’S REACH

WWW.COLINSHOPE.ORG

LAYERS OF PROTECTION CAN PREVENT DROWNING

Take our Water Safety Quiz. www.colinshope.org/quiz/

RULES

STAY
AWAY

BE SAFER
AT THE
BEACH

STAY AWAY
FROM

DRAINS

CHECK POOL
& HOT TUB

FIRST

CONSTANT
VISUAL

SUPERVISION

MULTIPLE
BARRIERS
TO WATER 

LEARN CPR
& REFRESH

SKILLS YEARLY

KEEP BACKYARDS
& BATHROOMS

SAFER

LEARN 
TO 

SWIM 

WEAR 
LIFE

JACKETS

WATER SAFETY TIPS AT

*Source: Texas DFPS, Watch Kids Around Water

60 Texas children have lost their lives to a fatal drowning this year. *

Year round: info@colinshope.org
November:

Athlete and Community Ambassadors needed. Email us:

Thank you to our sponsors, donors, and volunteers for their year round support!
A special thank you to Peel, Inc.  From donated ads to pledges raised in our golf tournament, their support 

helps us to raise water safety awareness to prevent children from drowning.

Underwater Holiday Photos! Back by popular demand, and coming soon.
Colin’s Hope will again o�er awesome and unique underwater holiday photos to capture your BEST Holiday picture Ever! Proceeds 
from photos will help us prevent drowning. Locations and dates will be posted at www.colinshope.org and our Facebook page soon. 

Calling all ghosts and goblins, pirates and princesses, space 
invaders and super heroes… (and their parents of course) to 
join us for the Third Annual  Courtyard Halloween Boo Fest. 

Before setting out with your little “pumpkins” for trick-
or-treating, stop by Tom Wooten Island for a quick bite 
of pizza, some bottled water and the opportunity to visit 
with neighbors and check out all the great costumes! 

Pizza will be served from 5:30 – 6:00 pm. Treat 
bags will be available for the children. Don’t forget 
to bring a blanket to sit on.  Please be sure to 
RSVP to Joany Price at jprice@cbunited.com 
no later than Thursday, October 30th so we 
know how many pizzas to order!

COURTYARD 

HALLOWEEN BOO FEST 
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Joany
Price
Your Courtyard Neighbor
& Tennis Club Member 

Realtor, CLHMS
Certified Previews™ Property Specialist
International Diamond Society
Coldwell Banker United, REALTORS

HAPPY FALL 
Y'ALL!
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Why we are Austin’s best kept secret…

Convenient Enrichment Activities:

• Low Teacher/Student ratios
• Compassionate, Professional Teachers Committed
    to Your Child’s Success!
• An Educational, Theme-Based Curriculum
• New Developmental-Based Infant Curriculum
• Special Events & Field Trips
• Art Studio, Computer Lab, Library & Gymnasium

• Spanish • Little Wing • Martial Arts
• Gym Station • Dance Adventures

Currently Accepting Student 
Enrollment

CCOA-WESTLAKE 
8100 Bee Caves Rd 
Austin, TX 78746 
512.329.6633

CCOA-JESTER 
6507 Jester Boulevard 

Building 2 
Austin, TX 78750 
512.795.8300

CCOA-STEINER RANCH
4308 N. Quinlan Park Rd. 

Suite 100 
Austin, TX 78732 

512.266.6130

Would you like to turn more of your Courtyard neighbors into 
friends?   The  Courtyard has several fun seasonal events when 
we get together with our neighbors, catch up,  and meet new 
neighbors in our vibrant community.  Because those events are well 
attended and everyone enjoys the social interaction, the Welcome 
Committee would like promote additional activities that may be of 
interest.  Below are a few ideas:

Wine and Dine (quarterly)
Mom (or Dad) and Tot Play (weekly)

Quilting (monthly)
Bunko or Keno  (monthly)

Bridge (monthly)
If you have an interest, or have ideas for other activities, we’d love 

your input.  Please contact one of  us on the Welcome Committee:  
Denise Hogan - denise.1.hogan@gmail.com or Carolyn Brakhage 

- cbrakhage@gmail.com.
Although we will not list names without their permission, the 

Welcome Committee has decided to start listing newcomers’ 
addresses as a way to welcome them and let the rest of us know that 
we have new neighbors.   Below are new residents who have moved 
here since January 1, 2014.  If you are new and are not on this list, 
please let us know.

5703 Eagle Cliff
5722 Sam Houston Circle
5802 Harrington Cove
5203 S. Scout Island Circle
5909 Intercouncil Cove	
5215 S. Scout Island Circle
5612 Intercouncil Cove	

5503 S. Scout Island Circle
5805 Karankawa Cove
5704 Scout Island Cove
5606 Parade Ridge
5737 N. Scout Island Circle
5700 Sam Houston Circle

We are glad you are here !

Turning Neighbors into Friends
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DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. 
Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles 
submitted by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the 
advertising content with this publication. All warranties and representations 
made in the advertising content are solely that of the advertiser and any such 
claims regarding its content should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints 
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost 
of such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the 
publisher assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or 
typographical mistakes, except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated 
above or in the case of misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any 
other liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely 
manner, except as limited to liabilities stated above.

At no time will any source be allowed to use The Courtyard Caller Newsletter 
contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in 
any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for 
the purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political 
campaigns, or other self amplification, under penalty of law without written 
or expressed permission from Peel, Inc. The information in The Courtyard 
Caller Newsletter is exclusively for the private use of Peel, Inc. 

Save Tax Payers Hard Earned $$$’s
• City homestead exemption

• Tax apartments with lower rates
• Zero line accounting for City Hall

Utility Fee Relief – Demand Transparency
• Cut corporate utility subsidies

• Incentives for homes & businesses to reclaim water
• Eliminate non-utility items
• Fix leaking infrastructure

• Robust rebates for all residents

Vote Margie for Austin 
City Council District 10

Go to www.margieforaustin.com to 
see Margie’s stand on all the issues.
  Margie4Austin         @margieforaustin

Political ad paid for by Margie for Austin, Mindy Montford, Treasurer. P.O. Box 
28366 Austin, TX 78755.  This campaign has not agreed to comply with the 

contribution and expenditure limits of the Austin Fair Campaign Chapter.

I Am Your TAX CuT LADY

HALLOWEEN 
SAFETY TIPS 

FROM THE AUSTIN FIRE DEPARTMENT
•	 Make sure costumes are visible and can be seen by drivers. For 

greater visibility in dusk or darkness, costumes should be decorated 
or trimmed with reflective tape.

•	 Use cosmetics instead of face masks. If a mask is used, make sure 
it fits securely and does not block vision.

•	 Carry either a flashlight or a “glow-stick.” Do not carry candles, 
torches, or other actual flaming devices.

•	 Costumes should be flame retardant.
•	 Do not drive in a costume that restricts movement or vision.
•	 Children should always have an adult with them.
•	 An adult should inspect all candy before children are allowed to 

eat it.
•	 Throw away any candy that is not individually wrapped or 

purchased at a store.
•	 Children should stay on the sidewalk when trick-or-treating.
•	 Stay in small groups (we suggest six or fewer to a group). Stay near 

home in a familiar neighborhood and surroundings.
•	 Cross streets only at intersections.
•	 Candle-lit jack-o-lanterns should be kept away from landings and 

doorsteps where costumes could brush against the flame.
•	 Indoor jack-o-lanterns should be kept away from curtains, 

decorations, or other furnishings that could be ignited.
•	 Jack-o-lanterns should be treated like all other candles. Extinguish 

them before leaving them unattended and before going to sleep.

Start communicating with 142 of your Courtyard neighbors today!
It’s free and easy to join. Go  to www.thecourtyarad.nextdoor.com 

(spelling is accurate based on Google maps typo)
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