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Porcelain Art Club of Austin

Annual Exhibit

and

Submitted by Carol de Wind

The Porcelain Art Club of Austin will
be combining its Annual Exhibit and
Christmas Sale this year. The Club will
be exhibiting some beautiful pieces of
hand-painted china, designed and painted
by our members. Many pieces will be for
purchase. This year, we will be offering a
lovely gift box, stuffed full of items for that
special person on your list. We will also
have a raffle drawing for a painted piece of
porcelain.

Please come and join us at Zilker Botanical
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Gardens, 2220 Barton Springs Road, on
December 6 between 10 AM and 3 PM.

You are also very welcome to visit us at our
meetings, the first Monday of each month, 9
AM to 1 PM, at Zilker Gardens.

For more information, please call Joanna Burch at
512-392-5151 or Alice Nelson at 512-261-3387. For
membership information, please call Carol de Wind at

512-301-5143.
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THE MONITOR

WELCOME

A Newsletter for
Meridian residents

The Monitor is a monthly newsletter mailed to all Meridian
residents. Each newsletter is filled with valuable information
about the community, local area activities, school information
and more.

If you are involved with a school group, play group, scouts,
sports activity, social group, etc. and would like to submit
an article for the newsletter you can do so online at www.
PEELinc.com or you can email it meridian@peelinc.com.
Personal news for the Stork Report, Teenage Job Seekers,
special celebrations, birthday announcements and military

service are also welcome.
Our goal is to keep you informed!

ADVERTISING INFO

Please support the advertisers that make The Monitor
possible. If you would like to support the newsletter by
advertising, please contact our sales office at 512-263-9181
or advertising@PEELinc.com. The advertising deadline is the

9th of the month prior to the issue.

NEWSLETTER INFO

PUBLISHER
Peel, Inc. ..cocvviucninnnnne. www.PEELinc.com, 512-263-9181
Advertising........ advertising@PEELinc.com, 512-263-9181

NOT AVAILABLE
ONLINE

¥ o

PARTNERSHIPS FOR CHILDREN

Paul is a sweet, loving boy—and he almost always has a smile

on face! While he is extremely active and loves to play sports
and be outside, Paul does well academically and is a polite
young man.

Paul is 7 years old and is confident in his abilities to entertain
others with his dance moves, creativity, and jokes. An abundance
of support and patience will help Paul achieve success in his
promising young life.

To find out more about Paul, please contact Grace Lindgren,
LMSW, Wendy’s Wonderful Kids Recruiter, at (512) 810-0813
or glindgren@helpinghandhome.org.

Adopting a child from the foster care system requires little
or no cost to the adoptive family and funding may be available
to help the adoptive family support the child or sibling group.

The Heart Gallery of Central Texas is a program of
Partnerships for Children. To learn more about the adoption or
fostering process, please call the Heart Gallery of Central Texas
at (512) 834-3102, email heartgallery@partnershipsforchildren.
org or visit our website at www.partnershipsforchildren.org.
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CARPENTAR ANTS

Carpenter ants nest outdoors in dead wood (tree stumps or dead

limbs, fences, firewood, etc.). They may also be found in wood siding,
beams, joists, fascia boards or trim on structures.
Damage is usually limited since carpenter ants
tunnel and nest within wood; they do not eat wood.
However, wood can become weakened by carpenter
ant excavation.

Carpenter ants are large ants that can vary in
color from all black to reddish to yellowish or a
combination of colors. These ants have one node,
no stinger and a circle of hairs at the tip of their
abdomen.

Galleries in the nest are excavated following the
grain of the wood and have clean, smooth walls.

Nest locations may be discovered by searching for piles of sawdust-
looking material under exit holes. Sawdust is coarse and may also
contain soil or sand, uneaten insects as well as dead ants from the colony.

Carpenter ants are able to enter homes from tree branches or utility
lines touching the home, through cracks and crevices around windows
and doors, cracks in foundation walls, ventilation openings or heating
and air conditioning ducts.

HERE ARE SOMETIPS FORA
CARPENTERANT INFESTATION:

* Remove dead trees and/ or limbs and remove tree stumps from the
landscape. Many times you can remove the (possible) nesting sites and
get rid of the ants without using pesticides.

* Prune trees and shrubs that touch the home.
Carpenter ants will often use these areas as a bridge
to enter the home.

* Replace wood that is water damaged. Carpenter
ants are drawn to moisture damaged wood, so
make sure to repair any water leaks and replace
damaged wood.

* Remove wood debris and firewood that is near
the home. Carpenter ants may nest in firewood and
when it is stacked right next to the home, it allows
the ants to enter more easily.

For more information or help with identification, contact Wizzie Brown,
Texcas ASGM AgriLife Fxtension Service Program Specialist at 512.854.9600.

Climate Mechanical’s Exclusive
ProTune Fall Furnace Or Heat
Pump Check And 1 Year Contract

Guarantees if You Experience A Mechanical
Failure To Your Furnace Or Heat Pump You Will
Incur No Trip Or Diagnostic Charges. You Will
Only Be Responsible For The Repair Amount.

* Heating and AC System Replacement

* Duct Sealing and Repair or Replacement
* Blown In Attic Insulation

» Air Balance for Overall Comfort

Call Today 512.440.0123

www.ClimateMechanical.com

Serving Austin, Manchaca, Kyle, Buda
512.440.0123
Dripping Springs
512.858.9595
TACLA28642E

Benefits of a ProTune Service
Partnership Agreement

« Peace of mind with safe operation assurance

* Automatic, regular maintenance visits

» System diagnostic check is included as part of our exclusive
ProTune

« Potential problems can be spotted before trouble and major
expenses occur

« Our exclusive ProTune includes a one year guarantee covering
trip and diagnostic charges should a system failure occur

* Preferred emergency service scheduling - you automatically
go to the front of the line

* Lubricating, adjusting and cleaning keeps your heating and
cooling system running at peak trouble free efficiency

» Lower energy usage

« Extended system life

Ask About 0% Interest For 60 Months

*Water Leakage Not Covered by ProTune Agreement*
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NATURE\WAITCH whar gaLL!

by Jim and Lynne Weber

In nature, galls refer not to brazen behavior but to abnormal
outgrowths on the surface of certain life forms. Plant galls, or
cecidia, can be caused by various parasites from fungi to bacteria
as well as by insects and mites. In the United States there are
over 2000 species of gall-inducing insects, and the majority are
reported to form galls on oak trees.

The formation of a gall begins with the hatching of the eggs
of certain wasp species laid on the plant. It progresses when the
larvae (or the adult female) injects chemicals into the plant, and
the tissue swells in reaction, forming a spherical microhabitat
around the larvae. The gall's purpose is twofold, providing the
larvae with nutrients and protecting them from predators. Once
fully grown, the all-female, adult insects bore an exit hole out to
the surface of the gall and disperse.

While usually forming in the spring when the most rapid plant
cell division occurs, galls initially appear light green in color but
become even more noticeable in the fall when oak trees drop their
leaves. Dull, dry, and brown, the spent galls are often scavenged
by mammals searching for leftover food as winter approaches.

Gall-inducing insects are usually species-specific and sometimes
even tissue-specific (branches, leaves, buds, roots) in the plants
they select. In central Texas, most of the gall-inducing insects
are gall wasps, and while they are closely associated with several
species of our native oaks, they can also be identified by the types
of galls they produce.

In general, you may find leaf galls with orangish 'hair' formed
by the Hedgehog gall wasp, and sticky, spongy galls on twigs with
seed-like structures inside formed by the Wool sower gall wasp.
On live oaks, you can find woody twig and stem galls formed by
the Mealy oak gall wasp, and leaf galls formed by the Wooly leaf
gall wasp. The oak apple wasp, however, prefers our red oaks and
forms spherical, spongy-filled galls.

Gall-making insects are generally not considered pests, and
some galls are even considered attractive and are used in flower
arrangements and other crafts. While certain species may cause
some aesthetic damage to a plant such as leaf discoloration or
early defoliation, most of these insects do not permanently damage
the host plant, but just use them to further their own purpose.
What gall!

Send your nature-related questions to naturewatch@austin.
rr.com and we’ll do our best to answer them. If you enjoy reading
these articles, check out our blog at:

naturewatchaustin.blogspot.com

Hedgehog gall on white oak (photo by . Hahn)

Hedgehog gall on white oak (photo by J. Hahn)

Hedgehog gall on white oak (photo by . Hahn)
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ASHLEY AUSTIN

HOMES

In A Buyer’s Market,
Sellers Need A Proven Expert
With A Powerful Strategy

Ashley Austin Homes has the skills and strategies to sell your home at top dollar in the shortest
amount of time. In today’s challenging market, our comprehensive marketing plans set your property
apart and our proven negotiating skills and FLEXIBLE COMMISSIONS put more money in your pocket.

00 0C

Fully Customized
Marketing Plans
We translate our
knowledge of the market

and current trends into
powerful sales strategies

Copyright © 2014 Peel, Inc.

Professional High-Impact 90 Days or Free
Home Staging Marketing Guarantee

Home staging by an Custom marketing We commit to a price
HGTV veteran and photos by ~ materials for your home and time frame for the sale
an award-winning are targeted to leading of your home — if we don't
photographer draw online and print meet our commitment, we
attention to your home’s publications and sell your home for free!
most desirable features there’s no break until
your home is “SOLD”

Ashley Stucki Edgar, Realtor® Follow us on Facebook and Twitter!

512.217.6103 lew

ashley@ashleyaustinhomes.com

Visit AshleyAustinHomes.com KELLERW”_UAMS
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SEND US YOUR

Lrctuaties!!

Do you have a picture of an event that
you would like to run in this newsletter? .
Send it to us and we will publish it in el
the next issue.

Email the picture to meridian@peelinc.
com. Be sure to include the text that
you would like to have as the caption.

Pictures will appear in color online at
www. PEELinc.com.

Comprehensive
“southwest

MEDICAL VILLAGE | Consistent

— Convenient
Southwest Medical

Village offers patients
the highest quality

care in an innovative,

PRIMARY CARE integrated medical
v SPECIALISTS community.
LAB
oy 777250 v IMAGING
PHARMACY

swmedicalvillage.com

One Community Caring For Your Health.

5625 EIGER RD. AUSTIN, TX 78735
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The Monitor is a private publication published by Peel, Inc. It is not sanctioned by
any homeowners association or organization, nor is it subject to the approval of any
homeowners association or organization, nor is it intended, nor implied to replace any
publication that may be published by or on behalf of any homeowners association or
organization. At no time will any source be allowed to use The Monitor's contents, or
loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in any media, website, print,
film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose of solicitation, commercial
use, orany use for profit, political campaigns, or other self amplification, under penalty
of law without written or expressed permission from Peel, Inc. The information in the
newsletter is exclusively for the private use of Peel, Inc.

Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their authors and do
not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. Peel, Inc. is not
responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted by others.
The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content with this
publication. All warranties and representations made in the advertising content are
solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content should be
taken up with the advertiser.

* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or
failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such
advertising.

* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes,
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of
misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.

* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner,
except as limited to liabilities stated above.

YOUTH Basketball » Track ¢ Flag Football ¢ Volleyball

WINTER YOUTH SPORTS

REGISTRATION OPENS
NOVEMBER 10™

At the Y, we help your kids grow

T IR 6219 Oakclaire Dr & Hwy 290
¥ N 512.891.9622 e AustinYMCA.org

)" SOUTHWEST FAMILY YMCA
the
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