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Happy

Holidays!
From our home to yours, we would like to wish
you a very happy holiday season! Homes and
home buyers are like snowflakes, each one is
unique in their own special way.

Let us help you find your perfect match.

Contact YOUR
Meyerland Specialists!

TERRY COMINSKY

BRENA MOGLOVKIN

C i rc l e of E xc e l l e n c e M e m b e r

C i rc l e of E xc e l l e n c e M e m b e r

R E A LTO R-A S S O C I AT E ®

713.558.3331

tcominsky@marthaturner.com

R E A LTO R-A S S O C I AT E ®

832.264.6007

bmoglovkin@marthaturner.com

Thank you for putting your trust in us
to handle your Real Estate needs.

Welcome Home | www.MarthaTurner.com
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IMPORTANT CONTACTS
MCIA OFFICE

Amy Hoechstetter................................ MCIA General Manager
Catherine Martin, Randi Cahill................................Office Staff

OFFICE HOURS:

Monday - Thursday................................... 9:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Friday................................ 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Central Time
Closed Saturday, Sunday, and holidays.
Telephone........................................................... 713-729-2167
Fax ......................................................................713-729-0048
General Email........................................... office@meyerland.net
Architectural Control................................ randi@meyerland.net
Community Assistance........................ catherine@meyerland.net
4999 West Bellfort St., Houston, TX 77035
Visit our website at www.meyerland.net

SECURITY

Precinct 5 Constable (including burglar alarms) ...........281-463-6666
Emergency........................................................................... 911
Houston Police Dept. Non-Emergency.........................713-884-3131

CITY OF HOUSTON

Houston Help & Information...................311 or 713-837-0311
District C Council Member, Ellen Cohen............832-393-3004
Meyer Branch Library..........................................832-393-1840
Godwin Park Community Center........................713-393-1840
CENTERPOINT ENERGY
Electric outages or electric emergencies
............................................. 713-207-2222 or 800-332-7143
Suspected natural gas leak
............................................. 713-659-2111 or 888-876-5786
For missed garbage pickup, water line break, dead animals, traffic signals,
and other city services, dial 311. Some mobile phone users may need
to dial 713-837-0311.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
To contact a member of the Board of Directors, please visit
www.meyerland.net and click Contact Us.
EXECUTIVE BOARD
President.................................................................. Jim Walters
Vice-President..................................................................Vacant
Treasurer............................................................. Gerald Radack
Secretary.................................................................... Mike Jones
SECTION DIRECTORS
Charles Goforth........................................................... Section 1
Bill Goforth................................................................. Section 1
Jim Walters................................................................... Section 2
Emilio Hisse................................................................. Section 2
Joyce Young.................................................................. Section 3
Open............................................................................ Section 3
Cary Robinson............................................................. Section 4
Gary Altergott.............................................................. Section 5
Open............................................................................ Section 5
Elizabeth Black Berry................................................... Section 6
Scott Minchen............................................................. Section 6
Gerda Gomez............................................................... Section 7
Open............................................................................ Section 7
Marlene Rocher................................................. Section 8 North
Paul Conner...................................................... Section 8 North
Open..................................................................Section 8 South
Open..................................................................Section 8 South
Larry Rose........................................................... Section 8 West
Josh Eberle.......................................................... Section 8 West
Open.......................................................................... Section 10
Benny Herzog............................................................ Section 10
Gerald Radack.................................................Director At-Large
Mike Jones......................................................Director At-Large

NEWSLETTER INFORMATION
MCIA Publications Committee
Gerald Radack - Editor
Jim Walters
Amy Hoechstetter
Gerda Gomez

Benny Herzog
Shirley Hou
Marlene Rocher
Joyce Young

Send comments to meyerlander@meyerland.net
Publisher - Peel Inc.......................................... www.peelinc.com
Advertising........................................................1-888-687-6444
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Photo Opt Out - If you do not want your home’s photograph featured
in the newsletter, please send an e-mail to meyerlander@meyerland.net
with your address and the subject line “Opt-Out.”
Ad Disclaimer Statement - The Meyerland Community Improvement
Association neither represents nor endorses the accuracy or reliability
of any advertisement in our newsletter. We strongly encourage you to
do your own due diligence before responding to any advertisement.
Meyerlander and Meyerlander Monthly are trademarks of the
Meyerland Community Improvement Association (MCIA).
© Copyright MCIA 2014, All Rights Reserved
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Bellaire High School Plans to Rebuild Building
By Amy Hoechstetter, MCIA General Manager
Some of you may have heard about the pending reconstruction
of Bellaire High School as it affects parents with students currently
attending or planning to attend the school in the near future. While
there are many resources out there to update you, and you have
probably read all that you need to, some of you are still unaware.
Perhaps you no longer have high school students in your home.
Perhaps your children are too young to be directly affected by
the changes. Whatever the reason, you may not know about the
changes, so here is a simple synopsis of the recent news surrounding
the future home of the Bellaire Cardinals.
In 2012, voters elected to issue a bond worth almost
$107 million that included plans to rebuild Bellaire High
School. That was the easy part. A team of very intelligent,
well-respected and experienced people jumped into action
to review plans for the school, including the location of
the buildings to be built. One option that was considered
was to move the location of the school to another site,
but ultimately the consensus was to keep the school in its
current location. With that the next few, and apparently
most sensitive issues, came about. The plans to relocate
the students to different campuses during construction
were released. This idea was very troubling to almost
every parent and student. The meetings HISD held were
very well attended by parents and community leaders
expressing great concern over the relocation of students
during the reconstruction. Who would be teaching the
kids? What campus would they attend? How would they
get a “Bellaire” education at a school without any of the
Bellaire staff? What about the before and after school activities and
clubs? The list goes on. After much public discussion, it became
clear that there was a need to review options that would enable
the school to remain open and operative while portions of the
buildings were being replaced. This would not only greatly extend
the construction time but would also leave the school in a constant
state of change. Nonetheless, this was the preferred path to take.
At the most recent meeting with HISD, the relocation idea
was dropped and the next set of problems, waiting in the wings,
took center stage. The conceptual building location and plans for
garage placement on the grounds was met with strong opposition

Happy Holidays
From the MCIA Directors and Staff

Meyerlander
- March
2013
4 10 Meyerlander
Monthly
- December
2014

from Bellaire neighbors, parents, and students. Most did not see
the need for the garage (minimum required parking by the City
of Houston forced the existence of the garage), especially the
height and location of it. Homeowners living along Ferris were
accustomed to the students parking along the streets during school
hours and felt this was an acceptable tradeoff to having the main
entrance of the school facing their homes. The prospect of losing
the buffer of the fields was unacceptable. This, coupled with the
reasoning for the garage further fueled requests by the residents,
parents and students to rethink the plans for both.

Currently, HISD is reviewing the options for a shorter garage
(acceptable to residents), the use of temporary buildings on the campus
during construction, and a plan for the phasing of construction of
the new buildings set to remain in the current building location
directly off of South Rice Avenue. Another consideration includes
placing incoming ninth-graders in the building formerly populated
by the Mandarin Chinese Language Immersion Magnet School. The
one constant is that no matter which way the project proceeds, it
will happen and Bellaire High School will continue to thrive as one
of Houston’s highly rated schools. For more information, visit the
Bellaire website at www.houstonisd.org/bellairehigh.

The MCIA Office has created a Facebook page. Get updates
about trash, events and meetings, or share your views with
others. Visit us at: facebook.com/meyerlandtx.
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Amy Bernstein

Scott Minchen
713.213.6829

Leora Kahn

MONTHLY

Judy Levin

713.932.1032 x 148

713.826.9109

713.204.8807

Sondra Rosenthal

Laura Siegel

Mindy Tribolet

713.870.3790

281.796.1798

713.502.5915

For a real estate experience that will exceed your expectations,
please contact us. We know Meyerland and the surrounding areas!

Your home. Our expertise.
713.932.1032

www.BernsteinRealty.com
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Office Holiday Hours
By Amy Hoechstetter, General Manager
The Meyerland office is open Monday through Friday to assist
you with your Association business needs. The normal office
hours are Monday through Thursday from 9:00 a.m. to 2:30
p.m. and on Friday from 9:00 a.m. to noon. Please take notice
of the following changes to the office hours this holiday season:
Thanksgiving – The office will be closed Thursday,
November 27th and Friday, November 28th. The office will
reopen on Monday, December 1st.

Christmas - The office will be closed Wednesday, December
24th and Thursday, December 25th. The office will reopen on
Friday, December 26th.
New Year – The office will be closed Thursday, January 1st.
The office will reopen Friday, January 2nd.
We advise all of our homeowners to make an appointment for
your visit to ensure the person you need assistance from is in the
office at the time of your arrival.

Holiday Safety Reminders
We are all excited about the upcoming holiday season. Looking
around the community one can already see the holiday decorating.
As the season quickly approaches, here are a few safety reminders.
First, please remember to turn on your exterior lights at night.
This is for your safety and for the safety of your neighbors. Not only
do you light the pathway to your house, you deter crime by lighting
up darker parts of your home that may provide cover for criminals.
Second, remember that this is a very busy time for criminals who
watch for delivery trucks. If you purchase items online, consider
having the delivery companies hold your packages at their facilities
until you are able to retrieve them, or track your shipment to know
when the package will arrive so you can be home to receive it. You

Copyright © 2014 Peel, Inc.

might also consider shipping it to a location (such as your work
address) to ensure that your delivery is made.
Third, as soon as all of the holidays are over, please remember to
promptly and completely remove all of your holiday decorations.
Your decorated house is very attractive to a criminal who thinks
you are out of town since you have delayed the removal of your
holiday decorations.
Lastly, especially at this time of the year, any unusual or suspicious
person, people or vehicles are worth that phone call to Precinct 5. The
old saying of “better safe than sorry” could not be truer in this case.
Contact the Precinct 5 Deputies by calling the dispatch number at
281-463-6666. Have a very happy and safe holiday season.
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Mindy Rosenthal
by Lisa Gregory, Resident Contributor
Every now and then a parent needs
a break from the daily chores of raising
children, and many times family, friends
or sitters are not available to help. My
husband and I recently discovered an
hourly child care program that is run by
a fellow Meyerlander. All we had to do
was look to our own community and in
doing so we discovered the history and
experience of this one person.
Mindy Rosenthal has many years of
experience working with children and
recently found a way to continue to enjoy
her passion. Many of you may know
this Meyerlander as the former Principal
at Beth Yeshurun School, but what
you may not know is that Mindy grew
up in Meyerland and attended Lovett
Elementary.
"I can remember riding our bikes over
the bridge and playing in the fields," says
Mindy. She remembers her fourth grade
teacher, Arlyne Blaugrund Epstein, who
inspired her so much that at the age of
ten, she decided to follow in her footsteps
and become a teacher herself. Mindy
Rosenthal was a teacher, a principal and
is now the new owner of Let Us Play on Bissonnet Street.
"We are a community and should know our neighbors and reach
out to each other,” says Mindy. Her favorite thing about Meyerland
is being “a small town amongst the big city." Meyerland has been
her whole life. She walked to school and grew up here. "If it really
does take a village to raise a child, then Meyerland is the ultimate
village." Mindy's children live in Meyerland and someday she hopes
her grandchildren will be raised here.
"What I love the most is that our community of people really
take care of each other." That is exactly what Mindy is wanting to
do – help families who don't have adequate resources for childcare.
Mindy is a Meyerlander who is here to stay and here to help.

Above: Mindy
Rosenthal at Let Us
Play on Bissonnet St.
Below: Mindy in
4th grade at Lovett
Elementary

Please email Lisa Gregory at Lisa@kissidry.com if you would like to nominate someone for the Resident Spotlight.
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Curious About
a Home’s Price?
by Gerald Radack, Director At-Large
Have you ever driven down the street and saw a house for sale and
wondered about the price? There is a very well designed website,
har.com, presented by the Houston Association of Realtors® that will
quickly answer your query.
For Meyerland properties, simply type www.har.com into your
browser, click Find a Home and move down to All Property Types. At
the next screen, enter Zip Code: 77096 and Subdivision: Meyerland
(there apparently is another subdivision called Meyerland in Alvin,
so that is why you need to add the Zip Code).
From there you will see a listing of all available properties. Of
course, one of the numerous real estate agents that work the
Meyerland area (many of whom are our loyal advertisers) will be
more than happy to assist you with a serious home search.
At press time, there were 26 open listings and nearly half of them
had options pending. The market is hot, and inventory is limited.

Copyright © 2014 Peel, Inc.
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On the Spot

PRESSURE WASHING SERVICES
SIDING · BRICK · POOL DECKS · CONCRETE · WOOD · PATIO · FURNITURE · ETC.

DIRT AND GRIME...REMOVED IN NO TIME

281-701-4412
onthespotpws@yahoo.com
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Reminders from a Citizen Patroller
by Rick Fritz, Meyerland Citzens on Patrol
While patrolling the neighborhood I am always amazed at the number
of open, unattended garage doors. This is an open invitation to thieves
walking by. Always secure your property. If you have been burglarized,
you may ask yourself why you were hit instead of a neighbor? Make
your home a less attractive target by adding lighting, leaving a radio on,
getting a dog (or even a Beware of Dog sign!), having security signs and
surveillance cameras.
Another invitation for thieves to target your home is packages that are
left at your door. If you can’t be home when you expect a package, ask a
neighbor to watch for the delivery and hold it for you until you return. As
we approach the holidays, the weather is better for outside activity – make
a point to keep your eyes open for suspicious activity and call the constable
if warranted. They would much rather respond to an unnecessary call than
hear that you saw something but didn’t think it important enough to call.
As always, stay safe out there and let us know if you are interested
in joining your neighbors in patrolling as a part of Citizens on Patrol!
Contact Rick Fritz 713-628-0207 or Jerry Goldman 713-253-3006
for information.
WHY CHOOSE OUR SERVICES?

713.778.1476

We offer online billing and accept
all credit cards
We have balanced billing maintenance plans for carefree automated service
We customize each maintenance
plan to match the clients budget
and goals

www.AustinLandscaping.net

Our landscape designs are hardy,
lush, and professional and our
pricing is competitive
Our managers are native, degreed &
experienced with local landscapes

Lawn Care
Average mow price in your area is only $30.00 for weekly and $35.00 for biweekly service!
2007 Recipient of Mayoral Honorable Mention Award, Keep Houston Beautiful
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Trash/Recycling Schedule - December, 2014 - January, 2015
December, 2014
Sun.

January, 2015

Mon.

Tues.

Wed.

Thurs.

1

2

3

4

5

6

9

10

11

12

13

4

5

17

18

19

20

11

12

7

8

14

15

T/R

Trash
16

T/R

Junk

21

22

23

24

28

29

30

31

Trash
T/R

25

Fri.

26

Sat.

27

Sun.

Mon.

Tues.

6

Trash
13

T/R

Wed.

Thurs.

Fri.

Sat.

1

2

3

7

8

9

10

14

15

16

17

Tree

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

T/R

Trash

MCIA Deed Restriction Rules: Weekly - Put garbage and recycling containers, as well as yard trimmings, etc., on the curb no earlier than
6:00 p.m. the evening before pickup. Remove containers no later than 10 p.m. on trash pickup day. Monthly - Put heavy junk/tree waste
at the curb no earlier than Friday 6 p.m. before the 2nd Wednesday heavy junk/tree waste collection.

SURROUNDINGS THAT FIT YOUR LIFE
CUSTOM
HOME
BUILDER

DREAM KITCHENS
BATHS
SUMMER KITCHENS

FAMILY OWNED

CUSTOM
REMODELER

BUILD ON
YOUR
OWN LOT

MASTER SUITES
AND COMPLETE
RENOVATIONS

AND

OPERATED SINCE 1955

713.723.3212
CALL US FOR A COMPLIMENTARY QUOTE

WWW.SCHULTZCUSTOMHOMES.COM
INFO@ SCHULTZCUSTOMHOMES.COM
Copyright © 2014 Peel, Inc.
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DECEMBER

is Junk Waste Collection Month

Please remember to pick
up after your pets and
“scoop the poop”
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Wednesday, December 10th
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What’s in your Garbage?
by the MCIA Office

The City of Houston garbage
collection only accepts household
garbage. Items that are defined as
Tree Waste, Junk Waste, Yard Waste/
Trimmings, Household Hazardous
Waste and Dead Animals should not be
placed in your garbage can for disposal.

Unacceptable garbage
items include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Aerosol Cans
Ammonia
Bleach
Cleaners
Computer equipment
Construction/Remodeling debris
Dead Animals
Fertilizers

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Fluorescent Lights
Herbicides
Household Chemicals
Mirrors
Motor oil and other automotive fluids
Non-alkaline Batteries
Paint Thinners
Paint
Pesticides
Photographic Chemicals
Pool Chemicals
Sheet Glass
You may bring approved items to
the Westpark Consumer Recycling
Center for proper handling and/or
disposal. Visit http://www.houstontx.
gov/solidwaste/westpark.html for
specific details.

Your Community at
Your Fingertips

5:23 pm

Download the Peel, Inc. iPhone App

www.peelinc.com
512.263.9181
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National Night Out was Tuesday, October 7th

We appreciate all the Meyerland residents who hosted a block party!

5022 Indigo St.

5200 block of Lymbar Dr.

Next-door Dish Pumpkin Bread
By Lisa Gregory, Resident Contributor

As the season
starts to change
and the weather
turns colder, we
turn to the kitchen
for heartier recipes
to warm the house
and feed the soul.
Nothing is more
inviting or welcoming than when a neighbor drops off a
homemade dish or dessert to kick the season off.
One of our neighbors is ready to dish out her favorite seasonal
recipe. We have lived in the neighborhood for six years and every
season, Natalie Lamont, Section 3 resident, makes Pumpkin
Bread and delivers a fresh loaf to our family. Natalie moved to
Meyerland in 1991 with her husband, Bill, and her two boys,
both of whom attended Lovett Elementary. She loves making
Pumpkin Bread for her family, friends and neighbors.
"This recipe reminds me of my mom who was a fabulous
baker. It's my favorite memory of her. She made this many
years when I was little and I love carrying on this tradition for
my family," says Natalie. She recommends this bread because
it is very easy to make, freezable and – of course - delicious.
MeyerlanderMonthly
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From the kitchen of:
Natalie Lamont

Natalie has agreed to share some of her cooking secrets with
fellow Meyerlanders who might be wanting to try something
new or share with someone on their street. We encourage you
to step out this season and share a favorite recipe with your
neighbor.
Ingredients:

3 cups flour
1 tsp. salt
1 tsp. baking soda
3 tsp cinnamon
2 cups sugar
2 cups pumpkin puree
4 eggs
1 ½ cups oil
1 cup nuts (optional)
Directions:

Mix dry ingredients in a bowl. Blend in sugar, oil, eggs, and
pumpkin puree. Stir in nuts.
Bake for 1 hour at 350 degrees (for big loaves) or 40-55
minutes at 325 degrees (6 small loaves)
Please email Lisa Gregory at Lisa@kissidry.com if you would
like to be considered for the Next-door Dish.
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ART is HEART
By Joyce Young, Director of Section 3

It’s not every day that a school is lucky enough to watch one of its own
return and teach where the learning began. Lovett Elementary is one of
those lucky schools. Mr. Rickey Polidore, Jr. attended Lovett Elementary,
grew up, graduated from California State University, Northridge and
returned to Houston in time to teach art to the very first students of the
new Lovett Elementary school that reopened in 2011.
The Visual Arts Curriculum was developed by a former parent, Mrs.
Beatrice Graham. The lesson plans for the art program are structured
such that each grade level builds upon the lessons learned in the previous
year. Mr. Polidore has a special bond with his third grade class. They are
growing up together. These students were his first year kindergartners
who drew the owls that became the Mrs. Graham’s Kinder Owl Tree that
is proudly displayed at the front of the school. By the time these students
reach the fifth grade, “they have learned some techniques that are taught at
the collegiate level”. As Polidore informs “the rest of their lives, the students
have a nice, artistic base”. It is apparent there is talent in his classrooms.
It is also evident from observing two hours of classroom teaching that
Polidore loves what he does and the students enjoy his class. The students
meet one day a week for 50 minutes. During the art lesson (this week it
was all about clay), the students were taught not only about the intricacies
of clay, but also about the three “R’s”, Ready, Responsible and Respectful.
There is an order to Polidore’s classroom and his teaching is effortlessly
adapted to the students’ grade levels. The third grade lesson was more
structured than the fifth grade lesson. Both classes were engaged and the
students truly enjoyed the hands on molding and creating. At the end of
each class, masterpieces were left to dry on the windowsill. The project
will continue next week with the next phase: painting the ceramic piece.
In the 2013/2014 school year, Polidore orchestrated the “Disc is OWL
we do it!!!” for the art car exhibit. Every single one of his students from
kindergarten through 5th grade worked on the project. The art car project
Copyright © 2014 Peel, Inc.

took approximately three months and it won 2nd place in the youth group
category in the 2014 art car parade.
The art car will be undergoing a transformation soon. The van will
be stripped of the CD’s which now cover it and will be replaced with
timepieces. The theme of the new art car is “Owlways a Good Time” and
it will consist of donated clocks, watches, timepieces, etc. The student
body will once again work their magic and prep the car for the April 11,
2015 contest.
While Mr. Polidore’s time is filled with his teaching duties, along with
mentoring students in video technology, he seldom finds time to do his
own art. But when he does, he is a found 3D objects artist. Some of his art
pieces are on display at his alma mater, Cal State Northridge. The dynamic
Houston art community lured Polidore to return home and luckily his
other alma mater, Lovett Elementary, welcomed him with open arms.
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