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Cue the  so f t  Chr i s tmas 
b a c k g r o u n d  m u s i c … a n d 
add a light snowfall outside  
the window.  

The Christmas hol iday 
decorations are quite dazzling 
in Village Creek. It is heartening 
to see how many dedicated 
families put up lights and other 
decorations. Our family is no 
exception. I was born into a 
holiday decorating family.  

My brother and I were raised in 
Eastern Montana in the 1950’s, and, 
at the time, outside Christmas decorating 
was not common. We were 11 and 13.  
We were not rich.  By today’s standards, 
we were probably somewhat poor, but 
it was a good kind of poor: we had just 
enough of things.  

My sister (17 or so) made a life-sized 
Rudolph the Red Nose Reindeer out of 
cardboard.  It was colored with crayons and 
reinforced with boards.  My dad added a red 
blinking nose. Rudolph was illuminated with 
a spot light (which was actually a two-pound 
Folger’s coffee can with a 100 Watt bulb inside).  
My dad, who was quite clever, used some red, 
dynamite wire (a different story) to build a 
very early version of miniature Christmas 

lights. Remember, at the time, 
Store-bought Christmas bulbs were 
big, bright, and hot.  He soldered 
something like 20 small six volt 
bulbs in series.  My brother and I 
painted them with red nail polish.  

Then we ran the finished lights across 
front eaves of the house.  They were 
a glorious sight: 20 tiny red bulbs 
shining brightly and reflected by the 
bright white snow against the starry 

night sky.  Were they safe?  Relatively 
so.   UL approved.  No.  Stunning?  Yes.  
Of course, there were glitches. Because 

the lights were in series, if one burned out, 
they all went out. I don’t recall that my dad 
said a word when they failed.  It was more 
like my brother and I knew it was our job 
to fix them.  He had taught us how to solder 
wires to the bulbs’ copper bases, so we were 
fully capable of fixing the problem. We left 

the warm house: all bundled up, mitts on, 
boots crunching in the unbelievably frosty 

night. Dad had also taught us to use an Ohm 
meter to figure out which one was burned out, but 

we were amateurs, so the work often lasted so long 
that our fingers felt numb. When we found the 

offending bulb, we unsoldered the old one and 
soldered in the new one.   While we were out 

in the cold, dad was inside the warm house.    
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IMPORTANT NUMBERS

EMERGENCY NUMBERS or 911
CenterPoint-Gas Leak .........................................713-659-3552
Constables Office .................. 281-376-3472, www.cd4.hctx.net
Klein Fire Dept.  .................................................281-376-4449
Poison Control Center ........................................800-764-7661
Willowbrook Methodist ......................................281-477-1000
EMERGENCY 24 HOUR LINE .......................281-537-0957
(select 'emergency' option)

SCHOOLS
Tomball ISD  .....................281-357-3100, www.tomballisd.net
Willow Creek Elem (K-4)....................................281-357-3080
Northpointe Int (5-6) ..........................................281-357-3020
Willow Wood Jr (7-8) .........................................281-357-3030
Tomball High (9-12) ...........................................281-357-3220
Tomball Memorial High School ..........................281-357-3230
Transportation .....................................................281-357-3193

HOA MGMT
Preferred Management ........................................281-897-8808
 Patti Tine ......................................... patti@preferredmgt.com
 Fax  ..................................................................281-897-8838

 Mailing: P.O. Box 690269 Houston, TX 77269
Village Creek Community Association Website:

www.preferredmgt.com/villagecreek/home.asp

SERVICES
CPS .....................................................................713-626-5701
CenterPoint-Gas..................................................713-659-2111
Dead Animal Pick up ..........................................713-699-1113
Domestic Violence ..............................................281-401-6250
FBI ......................................................................713-693-5000
Harris County Animal Control ...........................281-999-3191
Houston Chronicle .............................................713-220-7211
Sweetwater Pools .................................................281-988-8480
Lost Pets ...http://www.preferredmgt.com/villagecreek/home.asp
Municipal District Services (24 hrs) ....................281-290-6500
Reliant–Street lights ............................................713-923-3213
  .......................................www.centerpointenergy.com/outage
Sex Offenders .......................................www.familywatchdog.us
Comcast - Cable/High Speed Internet .................713-341-1000
Republic Waste ....................................................713-849-0400
 Trash pickup Tues/Fri
 Recycling Fri (only newspapers/#1 & 2 plastics/aluminum cans)
Yard Stork  .........................................kpuente@garygreene.com

NEWSLETTER
Editor
Gordon Watson………………………..watson.g@sbcglobal.net
(Articles must be submitted by the 5th of each monh)
Publisher - Peel, Inc. ............................................512-263-9181
Advertising ...............advertising@PEELinc.com, 888-687-6444

RESIDENT BOARD MEMBERS
Tom Brogan ..............................................................................
Laura Domangue ......................................................................
Keith Edwards ...........................................................................
Brady Simpson
Website ..............................www.preferredmgt.com/villagecreek

I am not sure what he was doing: probably listening to the radio or 
figuring out other ways to keep us boys busy.   There was no TV at 
that time.  Our reward came when the entire string relit after we 
plugged it back in.  Wondrous!  Oh, I do recall that it was quite 
common for mom to have hot chocolate with a marshmallow to help 
us warm up.  Of course, standing on the floor furnace helped as well.  

Rudolph was changed once when he became plywood instead of 
cardboard.  He was painted instead of crayoned.    Year after year, he 
stood there, nose blinking, proudly showing off, every December, to 
interested adults and awestruck children. 

This tradition continued (with some variations) for over 50 years 
until my mom’s death in 2002.  The lights were modernized a bit, 
but Rudolph was always Rudolph. 

 There is one little historical footnote to this.  When Jimmy Carter 
was president (late 1970’s), some of you may remember, we had 
a serious oil crisis, and he asked Americans to save energy by not 
putting up exterior Christmas lights.  My wonderful 66 year old 
mom, who was a widow by then, didn’t own a car, and had very few 
appliances.  She was energy-frugal by any standards.  Furthermore, I 
am not sure I have met a more ethical or kind person: hardly a rebel.  
After pondering the Presidential edict, she decided to go ahead with 
part of this long tradition and put up Rudolph with only his red 
nose on: no other lights and no flood light.  Only a blinking five 
Watt symbol of our family and Christmas.  I am sure that President 
Carter would have approved.   

Snowy Christmas (Continued from Cover)

BASHANS PAINTING  
& HOME REPAIR

• Interior & Exterior Painting • Wallpaper Removal 
• HardiPlank Replacement • Wood Replacement   
• Sheetrock Repair • Interior Carpentry
• Cabinet Painting • Wallpaper Removal &
• Pressure Washing      Texture 
• Fence Repair/Replacement • Garage Floor Epoxy
• Custom Staining • Roofing

   • Gutter Repair & Replacement            • Faux Painting 
   • Crown Molding

NO MONEY UP FRONT

281-347-6702
 281-731-3383 cell

Commercial/Residential
 ~ FREE ESTIMATES ~

20 Years Experience • References Available

                  BashansPainting@earthlink.net

            u  Fully INSuREd 
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Take out that VHS copy of “Christmas Vacation” to get some 
ideas about how to win the annual Village Creek Christmas 
Lighting Contest. The categories will be Best Block, Best Overall 
Home, Most Traditional Home, and Most Festive Home. The 
judging will be on Sunday evening, December 14, 2014 by the 
Landscape Committee. Their decision is always difficult. There 
are always quite a few excellent neighborhoods and individual 
decorations.  In the end all of us are the winners because the 
neighborhood always looks particularly wonderful during the 
Holidays!  Stay safe while you use those ladders. Have a wonderful 
holiday season!

Village Creek 
Christmas 
Lighting 
Contest

Ho, Ho, Ho!
Cookies with Santa.  Don’t miss it.  

Village Creek Pool House
Sunday 12/7/14 from 3 to 5 pm

Bring the kids, cameras and your list for Santa and come 
out to the pool area Sunday, December 7th from 3:00 - 5:00 
PM for cookies with Santa!
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The Landscape Committee wishes you all 
the best for the Holiday Season and for the 
New Year.
•	 Mid November to late February is the best 

time to plant trees in the Houston area. The 
mild weather will give an opportunity for the 
roots to be established before our interesting 
summer weather.  Make sure you keep the 
roots slightly moist…not saturated during 
the first month or so. 

•	 Before a hard freeze is predicted, drain 
your irrigation backflow preventer to avoid 
expensive damage to it.  

•	 A Village Creek neighbor has highly 
recommended Nature’s Way Resources as 
a good source for organic gardening. Their 
web site is  http://www.natureswayresources.
com/. This Conroe company specializes in 

organic solutions to many of our gardening 
needs. They also have an excellent newsletter 
to which you may want to subscribe.   

•	 Continue to maintain a layer of mulch to 
minimize weeds and hold in warmth to the 
soil. Keep mulch away from the truck of 
trees and bushes. 

•	 If you have a cool season vegetable garden, 
feed your vegetables with fertilizer during 
December.    

•	 Perennials and annuals: Fertilize to keep 
healthy. Remove small weeds.  

•	 Many plants have colorful berries which 
enhance winter. This is the time to plant or 
transplant woody ornamentals such as holly.  
Until next time, have Happy Holidays and 

Happy Gardening!

The Village Creek Landscape Committee

Landscape Corner

Holly bush
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HAPPY

HOLIDAYSHAPPY

HOLIDAYS

From :From :

Our exceptional services meet
all your real estate needs!  

FloryTeam.com
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Recipe of the Month

Clinic
1234

(281) 255-5000

Open 7 Days: M-F 8am-10pm,
Sat 8am-6pm, Sun 10am-6pm

TOMBALL
Now Open-Hwy 249/FM2920

ME3003

14257 FM 2920 Rd, Ste 125

Ingredients
•	1	10	oz.	bag	Mini	Pretzels
•	1	8	oz.	package	Unwrapped	Rolos
•	1	small	package	pecan	halves

Instructions
•	Preheat	the	oven	to	350.
•	Put	parchment	paper	on	a	baking	sheet.
•	Lay	pretzels	down	on	the	parchment	paper.
•	Place	a	Rolo	on	each	pretzel.
•	Bake	 for	3-5	minutes	watching	 for	 them	to	soften	but	

not melt.
•	Take	out	of	the	oven	and	add	1	pecan	half	per	pretzel.
•	Let	cool	completely.

From:  http://www.thirtyhandmadedays.com/

3 Ingredient
Turtle Pretzels

At no time will any source be allowed to use The Village Gazette's contents, 
or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in any media, 
website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose of 
solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or other 
self amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed permission 
from Peel, Inc. The information in The Village Gazette is exclusively for the 
private use of the Village Creek HOA and Peel, Inc.

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions 
of their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. 
or its employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts 
stated in articles submitted by others. The publisher also assumes no 
responsibility for the advertising content with this publication. All warranties 
and representations made in the advertising content are solely that of the 
advertiser and any such claims regarding its content should be taken up 
with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints 
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost 
of such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the 
publisher assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or 
typographical mistakes, except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated 
above or in the case of misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any 
other liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely 
manner, except as limited to liabilities stated above.
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Approved Minutes for all Board meetings are 
available at http://www.preferredmgt.com.

Village Creek Board Minutes

1.  Jog or walk in pairs.  Safety in numbers.  Do not keep both ears 
occupied by music because you may not know who/what is coming 
up from behind you.  Always have something in one of your hands, 
and be ready to use it.

 2.  While Christmas shopping, leave your purse at home.  You 
do not need anything but your I.D. and credit card.  Try to carry as 
little cash as possible.  Find someone to go shopping with.  People 
are looking around to find easy targets, so do not lock purses in 
vehicles (or the trunk).  They could be broken into. 

 Editor’s note:  Deputy Cormier will be providing law-enforcement 
safety tips monthly.  He regularly advises those attending Village Creek 
Board Meetings that he is ticketing speeding and stop sign violations. 

One of Village Creek’s residents reminded us at the same Board 
meeting to please don’t be in a rush.  Driving the speed limit or a 
bit lower on our streets may save a life.  Help Village Creek have a 
safe holiday season.

CONSTABLE TIPS 
OF THE MONTH

Dep. Joseph (J.T.) Cormier, 281.370.9106 
(Lakewood Office)

13422 Grant Rd. | Cypress, TX 77429

Cypress 281-370-8022The Woodlands 281-363-1962
10700 Kuykendahl Rd. | The Woodlands, TX 77381 

w w w . fl a h e r t y s fl o o r i n g . c o m

*** Must present coupon at time of purchase. Limit 1 per customer. Discount on Material Only. 
Not valid with any other offer or discount. See Store for Details. Limited Time Offer.

$100 OFF (Your Flooring
Purchase of

$1500 or more)

A c a d e m i c  E x c e l l e n c e  •  B i b l i c a l  V a l u e s

• Accredited K-12/College Preparatory
• AP, Honors, & Dual Credit Courses
• Award Winning Sports & Fine Arts
• Integrated K-12 Technology

Home of the Warriors! 

11123 Cypress N. Houston Rd 
Houston, TX 77065

Serving Families in Northwest Houston

CypressChristian.org 
281.469.7745

 Preview 
Dates 
Online
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©2014 Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate LLC. Better Homes and Gardens® is a registered 
trademark of Meredith Corporation licensed to Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate LLC.  

Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Franchise is Independently Owned 
and Operated. If your property is currently listed with a real estate broker, please disregard. 

It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers.

Buying, selling or relocating,
please remember me for all 

your real estate needs.

281-610-5402
Office: 281-444-5140

kpuente@garygreene.com

281-610-5402
Office: 281-444-5140

kpuente@garygreene.com

Kara Puente
Village Creek Sales Specialist 

#1 Village Creek Realtor

During this busy time of year, 
it's important to remember the 
most significant things in life . . . 

Family, Faith & Friends.
Wishing you & your family many 

simple pleasures this holiday season.


