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BRIARHILLS 

Alec Luong, AIA, President, Briarhills Property Owners Association 

Last year the Board of Directors voted to approve the 
recommendations of the Capital Reserve Study that was done 
over the summer. If you have not yet already done so, I would 
encourage everyone to go online and read the report in its 
entirety at briarhills.org. 

When considering the report, it is important to understand the 
differences between “capital” expenditures, and “operational” 
expenditures. A simple explanation is that if something needs 
to be replaced – it’s a capital cost. If something needs to be 
repaired – it’s an operational cost. The POA and the HOA 
share the operational cost burden proportionally, 51% for the 
POA and 49% for the HOA. The HOA, however, does not 
contribute to capital expenditures. 

The POA does not currently have a capital reserve account. 
All of the capital and operational expenditures come out 
of our annual budget. One of the key takeaways from the 
Capital Reserve Study is that the projected capital costs of the 
Amenities area will outstrip the current allocated money in 
the annual budget in about 5 years. This is a problem that the 
POA needs to address now as it does not have the cash reserves 
required to unilaterally embark on a capital improvements 
campaign on its own. 

The POA is currently in talks with our HOA neighbors to 
find a way for the two of us to work together towards making 
the necessary improvements to the Amenities area. The POA 
and the HOA have had a long-standing relationship spanning 
over 30 years. At times the boards have been able to come 
together, and at other times they have existed with an uneasy 
animosity. The Board of Directors of the POA is eager to renew 

the relationship with the HOA and reach out to find creative 
ways that we can further our relationship for the benefit of all 
of the residents.

The Board of Directors firmly and unanimously believes that 
it is in the best long-term interest of the neighborhood to reach 
out in partnership with the HOA. With the HOA’s partnership 
both communities can continue to enjoy the top quality 
Amenities and the continued security of the neighborhood 
provided by the Harris County Constables office. 

Will all of this in mind I am thankful and fortunate that 
the neighborhood has elected the Board of Directors it has. 
I assure you that we will do everything we can to keep our 
beloved Amenities as nice as they are and better and get the 
best deal for our residents moving forward.

In other news, PGAL, the architecture firm working on the 
Amenities Master Plan, will be presenting the proposed master 
plan to the community at next month’s meeting, Monday, 
February 2nd at 6:30 PM. Come out to hear the presentation, 
ask questions, and have your voices heard on these matters. 

Also, please remember that the Board of Directors has 
changed the way the open forum time at the monthly meetings 
will be used. Residents who wish to have their subject matter 
discussed and heard for more than 2 minutes will need to 
contact the office and have their items added to the agenda. 

Regards, 
Alec Luong, AIA
President – Briarhills Property Owners Association 
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GOVERNMENT SERVICES
Emergency ..................................................................... 911
Constable (Closest Law Enforcement) ...............281-463-6666
Poison Help ............................................... 1-800-222-1222
Library and Community Center .....................832-393-1880
City Services ............................................................Call 311
Citizens' Assistance .........................................713-247-1888
Public Works ..................................................713-837-0600
Neighborhood Protection ...............................713-525-2525
Animal Control ..............................................713-229-7300
Wild animal problem .....................................713-861-9453
Hazardous waste .............................................713-551-7355

OTHER UTILITY SERVICES
Street light problem ........................................713-207-2222
  ..................................................................(then 1 then 4)
Power out/emergency .....................................713-207-2222
Gas leak suspected ..........................................713-659-2111
Before you dig .........................................................Call 811

BRIARHILLS SERVICES
Trash collection ..............................................713-733-1600
Amenity tags ..................................................281-558-7422
Tennis courts ..................................................281-558-7422
Pool parties .....................................................281-558-7422
Clubhouse rental ............................................281-558-7422
Marquee messages ..........................................281-558-7422

ADVERTISING INFORMATION 
 Please support the businesses that advertise in the Briar 
Hills Beat. Their advertising dollars make it possible for all 
Briar Hills residents to receive the monthly newsletter at 
no charge. If you would like to support the newsletter by 
advertising, please contact our sales office at 888-687-6444 
or advertising@PEELinc.com. The advertising deadline is the 
8th of each month for the following month's newsletter.

NEWSLETTER INFORMATION

Article Submission..............................briarhills@sbcglobal.net

Advertising....................................advertising@PEELinc.com

Dec. 2014 Security Report
Summary for HOA and POA

Alarm Local......................................................5

Animal/Humane............................................2

Burglary/Hab...............................................1

Check Park.......................................................11

Contract Check............................................276

Crim Mischief..............................................1

Dist/Fireworks...............................................2

Dist/Juvenile............................................1

Incident Report.......................................3

Information Call......................................8

Meet the Citizen.......................................10

Meet the Officer........................................5

Neighborhood Chk.................................18

Open Door/Window..................................4

Susp. Person................................................6

Traf. Initiative.............................................13

Traffic Stop...............................................14

Vacation Watch...........................................399

Veh. Suspicious................................................9                   

             Total Count for Period : 788
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REBECQUE AND NANCY’S BEAT
As you are aware we are located in the epicenter of The 

Houston Energy Corridor   Better yet, the Energy Corridor 
District has a “Vision to Create a More Livable Place” 
with more than $2 billion in private investment to create a 
business district that is pedestrian and bicycle friendly, people 
oriented, a place that attracts and retains employees, increases 
property values, and facilitates business development.

We benefit from additional police protection provided by 
the District patrolling in cars or on bikes along the trails.  
They host quarterly Security and Public Safety Luncheons 
and PIP programs with HPD officers reviewing current 
criminal activity, statistics, trends, and crime prevention 
tips.  Sign up for the newsletter at www.energycorridor.org 
to be aware of upcoming events.

The District, through a joint venture, has a vision to 
increase our hike and bike trails to cover over 100 miles.  
They are planning to add 15 miles this year.

The 5.8 million square feet of office space now under 
construction in The Energy Corridor is nearly three times 
that of downtown and The Woodlands according to JLL 
Research findings published in the Houston Business Journal. 

The District now has The Energy Corridor of Houston 
Orchestra with 3 events scheduled for this spring.  Check 
www.echorchestra.org for information.

You can list your events on the Energy Corridor website 
calendar and your businesses under their shopping and 
services section to get more exposure. 

As you can see we live in a dynamic neighborhood.  
Rebecque and I both live in the area and would love to help 
your family and friends move here and, heaven forbid that 
you have to leave our neighborhood, we can sell your house 
for you.

Rebecque Demark and Nancy Scott
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Bernstein

tmcshay@BernsteinRealty.com

“Dependable, energetic, dedicated, organized, great 
negotiator and always placing her client’s needs as a top 
priority, is how Thea McShay manages to retain new and 

repeat clients. I bought a listing of hers years ago and 
when I was ready to downsize, there was no one I would 
have wanted to list it again, as she had impressed me the 
fist time. She not only lists your property, she guides you 
through the process with great knowledge and efficiency. 
I couldn’t have chosen a better agent to help me sell my 

house and buy a new home.“ - Debbi T.

Licensed Realtor®, Accredited Luxury Home Specialist, 
and your Briarhills neighbor and resident since 1998.

Your home is special...
Shouldn’t your agent be?

Thea 
McShay

Do you feel overwhelmed of where to start? Come 
join us as we explore adoption on Saturday, February 
7 from 9:00a.m. – 1:00p.m  at Trinity Lutheran 
Church in the Pier (5201 Spring Cypress, Spring, 
77379). Through biblical videos, presentations from 
experienced adoptive families and a lunch time panel 
discussion, we’ll learn the processes, challenges, and 
joys of adoption whether it be domestic, international 
or foster to adopt. Lunch is provided. To sign up for “If 
You Were Mine”, please call Mary Ann Day 832-585-
2931 by Monday, February 2 or go to http://www.
trinityklein.org/ministries/orphan-care/adoption-
seminar/.

www.PEELinc.com     1-888-687-6444

Support Your Community Newsletter

ADVERTISE
YOUR BUSINESS

TO YOUR
NEIGHBORS

PEEL, INC.
community newsletters

Jackie Owens
Sales Representative

832-482-8132
jowens@PEELinc.com
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5:23 pm

Your Community at 
Your Fingertips

Download the Peel, Inc. App Available for Your 
iPhone and iPad

www.peelinc.com
512.263.9181

5:23 pm
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Across the US, families are welcoming talented and motivated 
high school students into their homes this Fall. Students come 
from over 60 countries and share your enthusiasm for education, 
personal growth, and cultural exchange.

MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
If your family enjoys exploring new cultures and nurturing 

youth, please contact us to request more information about this 
amazing opportunity to share your life with a special young person 
and to learn how you can make a difference. 

BRING THE WORLD HOME 
· Share a new language and culture with your family 
· Teach a student about American values and traditions 
· Change the course of a student’s life
· Increase cultural awareness in your community 

30+ YEARS CONNECTING PEOPLE & CULTURES 
Ayusa is a non-profit organization founded in 1981 to promote 

global learning and leadership through foreign exchange, study 

abroad, and leadership programs for high school students from 
the U.S. and around the world.

For more information about hosting a high school foreign 
exchange student, please contact your local representative 
Vicki Odom at 832.455.7881 or vodom@ayusa.org or Ayusa 
at 1.888.552.9872 or by visiting the website at www.ayusa.org.

Submit your news at:
www.peelinc.com
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At no time will any source be allowed to use Briarhill's contents, or loan said 
contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in any media, website, print, 
film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose of solicitation, 
commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or other self 
amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed permission 
from Peel, Inc. The information in The Briar Beat is exclusively for the private 
use of the Briarhills POA and Peel, Inc.

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions 
of their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. 
or its employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts 
stated in articles submitted by others. The publisher also assumes no 
responsibility for the advertising content with this publication. All warranties 
and representations made in the advertising content are solely that of the 
advertiser and any such claims regarding its content should be taken up 
with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints 
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost 
of such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the 
publisher assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or 
typographical mistakes, except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated 
above or in the case of misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental 
or consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or 
any other liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a 
timely manner, except as limited to liabilities stated above.

Sudoku
The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© 2006. Feature Exchange
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SUDOKU

Sudoku
The goal is to fill in the grid so that every row, every column, and

every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9. Each digit may
appear only once in each row, each column, and each 3x3 box.

© 2006. Feature Exchange
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Your Energy Corridor Real Estate Specialists

281.220.1515  •  info@GGHomeTeam.com  •  www.GGHomeTeam.com

Thalia & Josh

©2014 Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate LLC. Better Homes and Gardens® is a registered trademark of Meredith Corporation licensed to Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate LLC.  Equal Opportunity Company. 
Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Franchise is Independently Owned and Operated. If your property is currently listed with a real estate broker, please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers.

over 17 Years of Experience Working for You

guderyon


