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Alec Luong, AIA, President, Briarhills Property Owners Association 

Over the past few months the POA has commissioned a 
master plan be completed for the amenities area of the Briarhills 
Park. The master plan of the amenities area is a detailed attempt 
to address the community’s long-term goals in a thought 
out and professional manner. It takes into consideration the 
concerns of the Board of Directors and residents alike and is a 
first attempt at a solution to provide long-term quality amenity 
infrastructure into the future. The first part of the master plan 
process was completed at the February board meeting with 
PGAL presenting the first option to the community for review. 

PGAL started with a set of given assumptions. These 
assumptions were compiled through informal conversations 
with residents, previously stated long term goals of the Board 
of Directors, the conclusions of the capital reserve study 
completed last year, and the fiscal realities of the association 
as a whole. Some of the assumptions are listed as followed in 
no order of importance:
•	 	The master plan needs address completely the conclusions of 

the capital reserve study.
•	 It needs to have the ability to be built in phases - as the 

association does not have the funds to rebuild everything at 
once. 

•	 The master plan will not consider selling off or parceling out 
any portion of the 4.2 acres of Briarhills Park.

•	 The master plan needs to comply with the ADA guidelines set 
out by the State of Texas in the Texas Accessibility Standards 
of 2012.

•	 The master plan needs to consolidate space and reduce the 
overall square footage of the buildings.

•	 The buildings need to include the ability to have restroom access 

for residents from the exterior of the buildings.
•	 The children’s play area should be located in a place with 

maximum shade.
•	 The master plan will not include an expansion of the pool.
•	 It needs to include costs associated with necessary capital 

investments to keep the pool in its current configuration into 
the future.

•	 The pool should have an expanded shade area. 
•	 The new clubhouse should have a flexible and expandable 

community space.
•	 That the new buildings should include premium construction 

techniques, materials, and standards as to require minimal 
maintenance into the future.

•	 The new buildings need to conform to the associations 
Architectural Guidelines, including having a 51% masonry 
exterior façade.  

•	 The master plan needs to minimize the removal of any trees 
in the park.
The first option proposes to complete the master plan in two 

phases. The first phase would begin sometime after the pool 
season ends in September with the complete tear down of the 
pool house and the clubhouse. The tear down would include all 
of the buildings and foundations, including the retaining walls 
that currently exist to elevate the buildings. In the footprint of 
the existing pool house, a new pool building would be built in 
its place. The new pool house would include the pump room, 
restrooms, storage, guardhouse, and two additional unisex 
restrooms accessible by residents for their use from outside of 
the pool fence. 

(Continued on Page 4)
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GOVERNMENT SERVICES
Emergency...................................................................... 911
Constable (Closest Law Enforcement)................281-463-6666
Poison Help................................................ 1-800-222-1222
Library and Community Center......................832-393-1880
City Services.............................................................Call 311
Citizens' Assistance..........................................713-247-1888
Public Works...................................................713-837-0600
Neighborhood Protection................................713-525-2525
Animal Control...............................................713-229-7300
Wild animal problem......................................713-861-9453
Hazardous waste..............................................713-551-7355

OTHER UTILITY SERVICES
Street light problem.........................................713-207-2222
	 ...................................................................(then 1 then 4)
Power out/emergency......................................713-207-2222
Gas leak suspected...........................................713-659-2111
Before you dig..........................................................Call 811

BRIARHILLS SERVICES
Trash collection...............................................713-733-1600
Amenity tags...................................................281-558-7422
Tennis courts...................................................281-558-7422
Pool parties......................................................281-558-7422
Clubhouse rental.............................................281-558-7422
Marquee messages...........................................281-558-7422

ADVERTISING INFORMATION 
	 Please support the businesses that advertise in the Briar 
Hills Beat. Their advertising dollars make it possible for all 
Briar Hills residents to receive the monthly newsletter at 
no charge. If you would like to support the newsletter by 
advertising, please contact our sales office at 888-687-6444 
or advertising@PEELinc.com. The advertising deadline is the 
8th of each month for the following month's newsletter.

NEWSLETTER INFORMATION

Article Submission..............................briarhills@sbcglobal.net

Advertising....................................advertising@PEELinc.com

Dec. 2014 Security Report
Summary for HOA and POA

Alarm Local......................................................4

Animal/Humane............................................1

Burglary/other...............................................1

Check Park.......................................................8

Contract Check............................................269

Crim Mischief..............................................1

In Progress...............................................1

Incident Report.......................................5

Information Call......................................7

Meet the Citizen.......................................18

Meet the Officer........................................1

Neighborhood Chk.................................25

Open Door/Window..................................5 

Prop Found/Lost................................................1 

Solicitors.....................................................1 

Special Assign................................................1

Stranded MV............................................1  

Susp. Person................................................4

Traf. Initiative.............................................6 

Traffic Hazard................................................1

Traffic Stop...............................................7

Vacation Watch...........................................126 

Veh. Suspicious................................................10               

             Total Count for Period : 788
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Kendall Library is another one of the great perks we have by 
living in the Energy Corridor. We were fortunate to have this facility 
relocated to our area a couple of years ago where it is now situated 
on the Terry Hershey Trail. You can walk along the beautiful nature 
trail and then comfortably rest in the library perusing books.

Kendall has a meeting room and a conference room available for 
use just by making a reservation. They even have parking spaces 
where you can charge your electric cars.

Toddler Storytime, Pre-K Storytime, Babytime, Papercrafting with 
Arnie, and Toddler Yoga, and Baby Yoga are many of the programs 
offered for children. Adult programs include Yarn People where 
you can knit and crochet, Basic Work classes, Computer Basics, 
Teen Program:Craftomatics, and Kendall Bee Quilters. You can get 
tax assistance with the AARP Tax Preparation Help Program! Go 
to houstonlibrary.org/location/kendall-neighborhood-library for 
details of events.

Kendall even has programs about books including Mystery Book 

REBECQUE’S AND NANCY’S BEAT
Club, Kendall Book Mania Club, Getting to Know Your Gadgets 
about eBooks and Kendall Book Club Programs.

Kendall is the only facility that partners with both the Houston 
Public Library and the Houston Parks Department. The Parks 
Department is located on the first floor of the Kendall building where 
they have a basketball court, class rooms, conference and meeting 
rooms with a full schedule of activities from Swing Out Dance, 
Adult Kick Boxing, Adult and Senior Games to Tai Chi and Yog. 
Go to http://www.houstontx.gov/parks/kendall-community-center 
for details of events.

Now all you have to do is decide which of the many programs 
that you want to start. 

We are always available to help you with your real estate needs 
including providing information to protest your taxes. Recently we 
listed a couple of properties that were not homesteaded so make sure 
that your property is homesteaded. Also file for over 65 exemption, 
if you qualify, and trailing spouse, if the over 65 spouse is deceased.

Rebecque and Nancy
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The new pool house would be built at grade, and all ramps 
and stairs would be removed to facilitate accessibility into the 
pool area. The pool house would be of concrete masonry unit 
construction (CMU), in lieu of wood frame, and would not be 
conditioned except for the guardhouse room, which will serve 
as a temporary management office year round. Constructing 
the pool house out of CMU will allow the building to be more 
resilient to water damage from wet patrons using the facility and 
latent moisture due to humidity, as it would not be conditioned. 
Upgrading the building to a more expensive construction would 
allow the association to save money in long term maintenance 
as compared to a wood frame structure in this specific location. 

The children’s play area behind the existing clubhouse would 
be relocated out into the area where the existing clubhouse 
currently stands. This would bring the play area out from behind 
the buildings, increasing its visibility, and making it a safe area 
to occupy. This also has the added benefit of allowing benches 
to be installed adjacent to the new play area and in the shade of 
the large trees surrounding the existing clubhouse. 

Also included in phase one is a complete overhaul of the 
amenities access by the residents. Currently residents have either 
a pool tag, a tennis key, or both. If a resident wishes to rent the 
clubhouse they must come and pick up a separate clubhouse key 
on the day of the rental. The new facilities would incorporate 
an electronic key fob system allowing residents to access of the 
amenities with an electronic swipe. Access to the clubhouse would 
be granted digitally on the day of the rental by the management 
office. Access to the pool and tennis courts would be through an 
electronic lock. The proposed restrooms open to the park would 
use the same system to ensure only residents with a fob have 
access to them. 

Phase Two of construction would include the rebuilding of 
the clubhouse. The new clubhouse is proposed to be in the 
footprint of the existing asphalt parking lot adjacent to the tennis 
courts. This location was chosen because of its distance from the 
established trees in the park (and their foundation damaging tree 
roots) and for its easy access to Briarhills Parkway. The existing 
parking spaces in the asphalt lot would be rebuilt as head in 
parking along Briarhills Parkway. 

The new clubhouse would be a simple building consisting of 
a management office, restrooms, supply and utility rooms, and 
one large great room with an open kitchen. The large great room 
would be oriented in such a way as to have access to the park 
through side doors and can be easily expanded in the future if 
need be. 

PGAL is currently working towards obtaining master plan 
level pricing for both phases. It is important to note that it will 
always be more expensive to operate and maintain two buildings 

instead of one, and that it is always more expensive overall to 
have multiple phases of construction. 

After much discussion during the February Board meeting, 
PGAL has been instructed to develop a second option that can 
be built in a single phase in order to drive down the total cost 
relative to a split phased project. PGAL will present the updated 
proposal, along with the master plan level pricing at March’s 
meeting. 

The master plan of the amenities area is an important decision 
for the neighborhoods future, and needs to be thought out, and 
commented on, as much as possible. The current option, and the 
new option being developed, will both be available online. We 
encourage residents to get online and leave comments, questions, 
and concerns to make sure we get this right.

Alec Luong, AIA
President – Briarhills Property Owners Association 

Neighbors & Friends (Continued from Cover)

Bernstein

tmcshay@BernsteinRealty.com

“Dependable, energetic, dedicated, organized, great 
negotiator and always placing her client’s needs as a top 
priority, is how Thea McShay manages to retain new and 

repeat clients. I bought a listing of hers years ago and 
when I was ready to downsize, there was no one I would 
have wanted to list it again, as she had impressed me the 
fist time. She not only lists your property, she guides you 
through the process with great knowledge and efficiency. 
I couldn’t have chosen a better agent to help me sell my 

house and buy a new home.“ - Debbi T.

Licensed Realtor®, Accredited Luxury Home Specialist, 
and your Briarhills neighbor and resident since 1998.

Your home is special...
Shouldn’t your agent be?

Thea 
McShay
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5:23 pm

Your Community at 
Your Fingertips

Download the Peel, Inc. App Available for Your 
iPhone and iPad

www.peelinc.com
512.263.9181

5:23 pm



6     Briarhills - March 2015	 Copyright © 2015 Peel, Inc.

BRIARHILLS

www.PEELinc.com     1-888-687-6444

Support Your Community Newsletter

ADVERTISE
YOUR BUSINESS

TO YOUR
NEIGHBORS

PEEL, INC.
community newsletters

Jackie Owens
Sales Representative

832-482-8132
jowens@PEELinc.com

By: Concentra Urgent Care

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) say 
that nearly 90,000 patients die in U.S. hospitals each year due to a 
preventable disease – many could be avoided if everyone properly 
washed their hands.

From germs on office equipment to sick colleagues who decided to 
come into work anyway, people face the same dangers in the workplace. 
The same simple fact holds true: Washing your hands regularly is 
an effective way to prevent yourself from catching or spreading a 
preventable disease or illness.

WHEN TO WASH YOUR HANDS
The CDC recommends washing your hands every time you:
• Prepare or eat food
• Use the restroom
• Tend to someone who is sick; both before and after
• Blow your nose, cough, or sneeze
• Handle garbage
• Treat a cut or wound
• Change a diaper or clean up after children
• Handle an animal or animal waste

HAND WASHING BASICS 
The CDC has issued specific guidelines about effective hand washing:

Wash Your Hands
Reducing Spread of Disease While at Home and Work

• Wet hands with water
• Use plain bar or liquid soap
• Create a lather by vigorously rubbing hands together for 15-20 

seconds—about the amount of time it takes to sing “Happy Birthday” 
twice 
• Be sure to wash palms, back of hands, fingers, and nails (clean nails 

by gently scratching nails down your opposing soapy palm)
• Rinse off soap under a stream of water

WHAT ELSE CAN YOU DO? 
• Focus on hand washing in the lunch and/or break room
• Be careful when using sponges and dish towels. These are ideal sites 

for bacterial growth. Always wash your hands after using these items.
• Maintain a clean work area; regularly clean any office equipment, 

especially shared items such as phones and keyboards.
• Remind your colleagues of the importance of hand washing, 

particularly when you witness someone neglecting to wash his or her hands.
FOR MORE INFORMATION

To learn more about how washing hands regularly can help prevent 
disease, ask your health care provider, or visit the CDC’s creative Web 
site dedicated to raising awareness of the importance of hand washing 
at www.henrythehand.com.
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At no time will any source be allowed to use Briarhill's contents, or loan said 
contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in any media, website, print, 
film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose of solicitation, 
commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or other self 
amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed permission 
from Peel, Inc. The information in The Briar Beat is exclusively for the private 
use of the Briarhills POA and Peel, Inc.

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions 
of their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. 
or its employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts 
stated in articles submitted by others. The publisher also assumes no 
responsibility for the advertising content with this publication. All warranties 
and representations made in the advertising content are solely that of the 
advertiser and any such claims regarding its content should be taken up 
with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints 
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost 
of such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the 
publisher assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or 
typographical mistakes, except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated 
above or in the case of misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental 
or consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or 
any other liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a 
timely manner, except as limited to liabilities stated above.

Sudoku
The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© 2007. Feature Exchange

A
C
R
O
SS

1.
 T

ac
k 

5.
 G

ia
nt

 
9.

 P
hi

lip
pi

ne
 d

is
h 

w
ith

 m
ar

in
at

ed
ch

ic
ke

n 
or

 p
or

k 
11

. J
ou

rn
al

is
t's

 q
ue

st
io

n 
12

. T
in

y 
in

se
ct

s 
13

. C
ut

 o
f 

be
ef

 
14

. S
ch

oo
l g

ro
up

 
15

. S
ou

th
 

17
. U

ni
te

d 
St

at
es

 
18

. B
ot

tle
 n

ee
d 

20
. U

ps
et

 
22

. C
ow

's
 c

ho
w

 
23

. Y
ea

r 
(a

bb
r.)

 
24

. C
om

pu
te

r 
m

ak
er

s 
27

. B
re

w
s 

29
. S

le
ep

 d
is

or
de

r 
31

. P
ar

en
t t

ea
ch

er
 g

ro
up

s 
32

. S
tr

on
g 

ro
pe

 f
ib

er
 

33
. B

en
d 

34
. D

ec
or

at
iv

e 
ne

ed
le

 c
as

e

D
O
W
N

1.
 I

nc
lin

e 
2.

 C
ha

ng
e 

3.
 S

m
al

l p
ar

tic
le

 
4.

 C
om

pa
ss

 p
oi

nt
5.

 N
ig

ht
 b

ir
d 

6.
 B

od
y 

sn
at

ch
er

 
7.

 C
ul

tiv
at

e 
8.

 V
ol

ca
no

 
10

. C
ha

ng
e 

in
to

 b
on

e 
16

. M
us

ic
al

 p
ro

du
ct

io
ns

 
18

. C
an

ad
ia

n 
pr

ov
. 

19
. P

al
la

di
um

 (
ab

br
.)

 
20

. M
an

y 
21

. P
er

fe
ct

 
22

. C
ap

ta
in

 (
ab

br
.)

 
24

. I
ns

tit
ut

io
n 

(a
bb

r.)
 

25
. S

w
ai

n 
26

. A
fr

ic
an

 c
ou

nt
ry

 
28

. F
as

t p
la

ne
 

30
. P

as
tr

y 

C
ro

ss
w

or
d 

Pu
zz

le

©
 2

00
6.

 F
ea

tu
re

E
xc

ha
ng

e

Vi
ew

 a
ns

w
er

s o
nl

in
e a

t w
w

w.
pe

eli
nc

.co
m

SUDOKU

Sudoku
The goal is to fill in the grid so that every row, every column, and

every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9. Each digit may
appear only once in each row, each column, and each 3x3 box.

© 2006. Feature Exchange
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Your Energy Corridor Real Estate Specialists

281.220.1515  •  info@GGHomeTeam.com  •  www.GGHomeTeam.com

Thalia & Josh

©2014 Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate LLC. Better Homes and Gardens® is a registered trademark of Meredith Corporation licensed to Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate LLC.  Equal Opportunity Company. 
Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Franchise is Independently Owned and Operated. If your property is currently listed with a real estate broker, please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers.

over 17 Years of Experience Working for You

guderyon


