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ASHLEY STUCKI

REALTOR

FOCUSED ON GETTING YOU TOP DOLLAR IN RECORD TIME

Every home has a unique set of features that will make it stand out from the crowd and

command the highest possible price. From curb appeal to expertly staged interiors,

Ashley makes sure your home is shown to best advantage from every angle
+ Extensive home staging consultation by an HGTV veteran

+ Custom photo shoot by an award-winning photographer

+ Professionally designed print and digital marketing materials

+ Premiere placement on top real estate websites

+ Exclusive broker previews and high-impact open houses

#1 Top Producing Agent Keller Williams Realty / Market center #199 (2012, 2013, and 2014)
#2 Top Producing Agent in Austin (Austin Business Journal, 2014)
#28 in the state of Texas (Real Trends, 2013)

ASHLEYAUSTINHOMES.COM 512-217-6103
ASHLEY STUCKI, REALTOR  ASHLEY@ASHLEYAUSTINHOMES.COM kW
f /ASHLEYAUSTINHOMES W @ASHLEYATXHOMES KELLERWI | |45
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Neel Supan Sleven,

Scene 1 — Setting: A home in the suburbs with 1970s shag
carpeting. There is a mother playing the piano and singing. A
little girl is sitting under the piano bench pushing the pedals.

Scene 2 — Setting: 1970s kitchen table with Mother, Father,
a little girl and her two older brothers. All are eating except
Susan, the licde girl. Susan (at 5) singing: “Michael row the
boat ashore.” Then, Susan (at age 12) singing: “We got the
beat — everybody get on your feet. We know you can dance
to the beat.”

Brother: “Dad, I thought there was a rule
that there was no singing at the dinner table.”

I always knew I had to have music in my

life. It was a way to express myself and a
part of who I was. There was always
music in my house growing up.
My mother played the piano and
my father played the stereo. I had
dreams of becoming a rock star
and starting my own girl band.

My only music as a young
child was provided by my family
and private lessons. My small Texas
hometown school did not have elementary
music. As I gotolder, I learned to play different
instruments and my music focus became more
classical. My piano teacher and mentor, Leah
King, taught me a great foundation of music theory and an
appreciation for classical music. I started playing flute in the
fifth grade and I knew that I had found my calling. I wanted
to play flute in a symphony orchestra.

Enter Garland Chaisson, the first elementary music teacher
our small town hired. He invited me to teach and conduct a
song for the spring choir concert. Oh my goodness! I had finally
found my true calling. Sharing my knowledge and passion for
music with kids was the best thing in the world!

Since my first elementary music job in 1994, I have taught
at many different schools in the Austin Independent School
District. I have shared my love and passion for music with
students of every walk of life and ability level. My goal is to
have every child leave my class with a love and appreciation for

Written by Susan Stevens, Submitted by Jacquelyn Waldrop

music. When Baldwin Elementary School opened five years ago,
I started a choir program that has grown from 30 members to
92! We have an ARTS FEST that I organize every year where
different music and dance performers come and provide a day
of performances. We will have wrist bands this year! I raised
money and received matching funds from our PTA to purchase
two outdoor instruments for all of our students to
enjoy while they are outside at recess. I also provide
performance opportunities for all students.
Watching children learn a program from the first
note to the final bow is a blessing. I love
to watch students laugh at the funny
lyrics, sing with pride once they have
memorized a song, and help each
other remember where to stand back
stage at the final rehearsals. I see the
joy of music in their faces when
they perform and I hope they share
that with the world someday. Music
is a way of bringing people together and
a way of expressing ourselves. For some
of us this is a natural expression, and for
others this is stepping out of our comfort
zone. Music brings together language arts,
math, science, and social studies. Students are
constantly saying “I thought this was music class.”
I remind them that music is in everything — rhythm is match,
sound is science, lyrics is language arts, and social studies is
understanding how certain music came to be.
Scene 3 - Present day at a house in the suburbs — dinner time.
Susan (singing): “Players gonna play, play, play, play, play.”
Daughter: “Dad, I thought there was a rule that Mom can’t
sing at the dinner table.”
<insert call-out box: A Salute to Mrs. Stevens>
Congratulations on your award. We are a so proud and
thankful to have you in our school and community. Your
Baldwin Bobcat Family salutes you!

Sincerely,
The Students, Parents, Faculty, Staff and Baldwin Community

(Continued on Page 4)
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WELCOME

A Newsletter for
Meridian residents

The Monitor is a monthly newsletter mailed to all Meridian
residents. Each newsletter is filled with valuable information
about the community, local area activities, school information
and more.

If you are involved with a school group, play group, scouts,
sports activity, social group, etc. and would like to submit
an article for the newsletter you can do so online at www.
PEELinc.com or you can email it meridian@peelinc.com.
Personal news for the Stork Report, Teenage Job Seckers,
special celebrations, birthday announcements and military
service are also welcome.

Our goal is to keep you informed!

ADVERTISING INFO

Please support the advertisers that make The Monitor
possible. If you would like to support the newsletter by
advertising, please contact our sales office at 512-263-9181
or advertising@PEELinc.com. The advertising deadline is the

9th of the month prior to the issue.

NEWSLETTER INFO

PUBLISHER
Peel, Inc. ..ccovvveucucunnne www.PEELinc.com, 512-263-9181
Advertising........ advertising@PEELinc.com, 512-263-9181

NOT AVAILABLE
ONLINE

(Meer Susan Stevens, Continued from Page 3)

the FOR YOUTH DEVELOPMENT®
IS FORHEALTHY LIVING
< FOR SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

THE WHOLE YOU

The Southwest Y provides exceptional women'’s programs

such as Yoga & Pilates, Indoor Cycling, Swimming,
Nutrition, and Zumba—all FREE for members!

TAKE YOUR FITNESS TO NEW LEVELS—JOIN THE YMCA TODAY!

REGISTER your kids for Summer Camp by Mar. 31*—SAVE 30!

6219 Oakclaire Dr & Hwy 290
512.891.9622 < AustinYMCA.org

SOUTHWEST FAMILY YMCA
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Congrats to

the Baldwin

Science Fair Participants & Winners

Written and submitted by Jacquelyn Waldrop

Baldwin held their 5th annual Science Fair on January 29th.
Students in grades 3-5 were encouraged to create their own individual
projects. And, all Baldwin classrooms prepared a class project. Topics
included “Amount of Fat in our Favorite Snacks” to “The Importance
of Hand Washing” and “How to Best Make a Paper Airplane Fly.”

The student and classroom projects were required to follow the
Scientific Method:

Ask a question.

State your hypothesis-a guess about the answer to the question.

Select a variable-something you will change/vary

Conduct research.

Map out the procedure, the steps to conducting your experiment.

Run the experiment.

Record results.

Explain the conclusion.

Give references and acknowledgments.

In addition, students were asked to identify new vocabulary words
and write their definitions for an added learning opportunity.

Individual student projects were judged and there were 14 “best
in show” awards given. Congratulations to the following students:

3rd Grade

Marcus L. , Kathryn S. , Maya A. , Ben T.

4th grade

Landon C., Drue D., Tyler S., Coy C., Adam E

5th Grade

Ethan J., Jackson G., Jason A., Maddie S., Abby B.

These projects will be shown at the Austin Regional Elementary
Science Festival, February 19-21 at the Palmer Events Center.

Meet Some of Our Savvy Scientists

Scientist: Joey Comey, 8 years old

Project Title: “Boil, boil, bubble,
bubble”

Teacher/Grade: Ms. McClure’s
3rd grade class

Joey wanted to see if which type
of liquid would boil the quickest.

He tested regular tap water, salt
water, orange juice and Diet Coke. He found that Diet Coke boiled
first, while the orange juice foamed but was ultimately the last to boil.

Joey’s project was a family affair. His mom and dad provided
support throughout the experiment, and even his cat, Peanut Butter,
got in on the action as a supportive observer. Joey enjoyed the
experience of creating his science fair project and said, “I thought it
was fun, except for the typing [for the presentation board].”

Joey has some great advice for future science fair participants,

“Always check to be sure all your equipment is working right before
you start your project. I should have tested my thermometer before
I started. I may have gotten different results.”

Scientist: Brooke Garner, 10 years old

Project Title: “What is in your water?”

Teacher/Grade: Mr. Crowley’s 5th grade
class

Brooke set out to find out what type of
drinking water is the cleanest: tap, filtered
tap or bottled. She tested each of the three
types of water using a standard pool water
test kit and learned that bottled water
contained the least amount of chemicals,
followed closely by filtered tap water. This
smart junior scientist also noted that the City of Austin’s tap water
may be different than water in other cities, so her experiment is only
relevant to City of Austin water users.

As a secondary test, Brooke also enlisted the help of her Nana, Papa
and Mom to participate in a blind taste test of each of these types
of water. All three concluded that filtered tap water tasted the best!
This discovery was an added bonus from her hard work.

When asked if she had any other comment, Brooke grinned and

said, “It might seem stressful, but stick with it. It’s worth it in the
end.”

Scientist: Abby Barber, 10 years old

Project Title: “Is stitched fabric
stronger than unstitched fabric?” /
1st place Winner

Teacher/Grade: Mr. Crowley’s 5th
grade class

Abby wanted to find out if stitched
fabric was stronger than unstitched
fabric because she was interested in
learning more about how fabrics could be strengthened in order
to increase their longevity and reusability. She was looking to help
protect our Earth’s resources and to minimize waste in our landfills.
Abby’s project was inspired by her mom’s sewing hobby, a hobby
she has adopted herself.

She compared four different types of material: natural fiber cotton
fabric, synthetic fabric, and then added a stitch into the natural fiber
and the synthetic counterpart to make four different variations.
After rigging up a test lab in her backyard using only materials she
had on-hand, this savvy scientist tested these variations over and
over again to be sure of the results. But ultimately, she found that
synthetic fabric was the strongest.

Copyright © 2015 Peel, Inc.
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Qur
Community
Cares Monthly
Feature

We expect the biggest football game of the year to change many
lives, but probably not in the way you think. The Big Game is also
the last day of the Souper Bowl of Caring, a nationwide youth-led
food drive to help Americans who don’t have enough to eat.

The estimated 62 million football fans who gather to celebrate
great athleticism on the field, and yes, eat lots of celebratory foods,
were encouraged to help their neighbors in need by purchasing
pre-packaged bags of food and donating funds at their local grocery
store. The first shipment of food from the Souper Bowl of Caring
drive to the Capital Area Food Bank consisted of 20 pallets of peanut
butter, 15 pallets of canned corn, 15 pallets of canned green beans,
16 pallets of brown rice and eight pallets of canned tuna. Thank
you Central Texas!

If you missed the Souper Bowl of Caring in February, there are
still lots of ways you can help.

* Donate funds at www.austinfoodbank.org. The Food Bank can
turn every $1 donated into $6 worth of food.

THE CAPITAL AREA FOOD BANK (CAFB)

www.austinfoodbank.org
Written and submitted by Jacquelyn Waldrop, information courtesy of Capital Area Food Bank

* CAFB always needs healthy, non-perishable food items. You
can donate them directly to the Food Bank at 8201 S. Congress
Avenue, Austin, Texas.

* Get your book club, Scout troop, church group or other service
organization involved by hosting a food and fund drive yourself,
even kids can help the hungry.

* The Food Bank is often short of volunteers to help inspect and sort all

the food that’s been donated.
You can pick a time for you
or your group to volunteer
at www.austinfoodbank.org
and clicking on the “Get
Involved” button.

For his birthday, Jackson
W., who lives on Mitra
Drive, asked party goers to

Jackson W. (Continued on Page 8)

Climate Mechanical’s
Planned Service Agreement
And 1 Year Contract

Guarantees Your System Will Be Thoroughly
Checked To Prevent And/Or Diagnose Any
Possible Issues.

* Heating and AC System Replacement

* Duct Sealing and Repair or Replacement
* Blown In Attic Insulation

» Air Balance for Overall Comfort

Call Today 512.440.0123

www.ClimateMechanical.com

Receive $20 off
Your Next Service

When You Present
This Coupon

Benefits Of A Planned Service
Agreement

» Peace of mind with safe operation assurance

» Automatic, regular maintenance visits

» System Diagnostic Check Is Included As Part Of
Our Exclusive Agreement

 Potential problems can be spotted before trouble
and major expenses occur

* Lubricating, adjusting and cleaning keeps your
heating and cooling system running at peak
trouble free efficiency

* Lower energy usage

» Extended system life

512.440.0123
Dripping Springs
512.858.9595
TACLA28642E
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- 600D ITIZEN SPOTLIGHT: -

Cadette Girl Scout Troop #2058

Content provided by Michelle Gonzales, Troop Leader, Written and submitted by Jacquelyn Waldrop

Cadette Girl Scout Troop #2058 formed seven years ago
in 2008. The troop is comprised of eight 6th grade gitls from
Gorzycki, Small, and Kealing Middle Schools, and live right here
in southwest Austin. The girls started out as Daisies, or “baby Girl
Scouts,” their Kindergarten year and have bridged into Brownies,
Juniors and now Cadettes-the program designed for Girl Scouts
in 6th-8th grade.

Together, they have made a major impact on our community.
They have collected food for the Capital Area Food Bank to help
feed hungry, food insecure families, made sandwiches for Mobile
Loaves & Fishes to help feed the homeless, wrapped Christmas gifts
for the Travis County Sherriff’s Department Brown Santa program,
hand-made pillows for Dell Children’s Hospital, recycled items
with Ecology Action, created chew toys for Austin Pets Alive and
made sock kits for the homeless, bracelets for cancer survivors and
dinner for our firefighters and first responders, just to name a few

of their many good deeds. They have even helped a fellow scout
earn her silver award by assembling and cutting out kits and games
for Alzheimer patients. And, they have funded these projects and
more by selling hundreds of boxes of cookies and selling over $1000
in nuts and candies.

In addition, the gitls have enjoyed exploring their world together
while participating in many camping trip adventures and field
trips all over this great state of Texas. They have attended summer
camp and experienced horseback riding, archery, ziplines, and bb
gun target practice. And, they were honored to perform the flag
ceremony for their Baldwin 5th grade graduation. They have also
enjoyed the opportunity to celebrate those most important to them
by participating in Mother/Daughter tea parties and Man in My
Life dances.

These girls have also done their part to mentor upcoming Girl

(Continued on Page 9)
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JOIN US FOR GOLF
AND A GREAT CAUSE!

DATE: Wednesday, April 29th
TIME: 11:00 am Registration, 1:00 pm Start
LOCATION: Flintrock Falls Golf Course
FORMAT: 4-person scramble
COST: $165 per golfer*
*Includes lunch, dinner, hat & swag.

REGISTER: WWW.TINYCH.ORG/GOLF

Join us for the 7th annual Colin’s Hope
Classic charity golf tournament. Enjoy a beautiful
course, lunch, dinner, a chance to win a Lexus or

RV, and great prizes.

Gather your friends, grab your clubs, and help us
reach our pledge raising goals and spread
awareness about drowning prevention.

envision a
where
DO NOT DROWN

Questions? Contact:
Kim Flasch: kim.flasch@colinshope.org
Sue Hart: sue.hart@colinshope.org

WWW.COLINSHOPE.ORG

( Capital Area Food Bank, Continued from Page 6)

donate items for the Capital Area Food Bank instead of birthday
presents. He collected a mountain of canned and dry-goods, thanks
to the generosity of his family and friends.

Capital Area Food Bank by the Numbers

Did you know that nearly 46,000 Central Texans across 21 counties
rely on the Capital Area Food BanK’s services each week — one-third
of which are children. In the last fiscal year (FY14), they distributed
31 million pounds of food—5% more than the record-breaking
previous year. In the same period they provided 26 million meals
and rescued nearly 16 million pounds of nutritious food items from
local and national grocery store chains, manufacturers, distributors
and farms. In fact, CAFB trucks traveled the equivalent of more
than 13 times around the world rescuing and delivering food (that’s
333,146 miles!) and over 17,000 volunteers donated more than
88,000 hours of service. Food Bank clients can access food at nearly
300 Partner Agencies and mobile food pantry distributions across a
21 county service area. Two-thirds of Food Bank Partner Agencies
saw an increase in client demand in the past year and eighty one
percent of Partner Agencies say that without Food Bank support,
their ability to serve clients would be jeopardized.

Hunger by the Numbers

More than 1 in 6 Central Texans and nearly 1 in 4 Central Texas
children are at risk of hunger. Both figures are above the national
average. Data from 2009-2012 show that while the population in
Central Texas has grown by 8.0%, the number of food insecure has
increased by 14.5%. So, despite a strengthening economy in our
service area, a growing number of Central Texans are facing hunger.
This means that CAFB needs our community’s support now more
than ever.

Who benefits from the Capital Area Food Bank?

Many may be surprised to learn that ninety-three percent of CAFB
clients are NOT homeless. In fact, nearly two-thirds of CAFB
client households had at least one working adult at home in the last
year. And, 80% of CABF clients had to choose between paying
for food and paying for medicine or medical care in the past year;
two-thirds had to choose between food and housing. CAFB clients
are ethnically diverse, split nearly evenly in thirds among white,
African American and Hispanic populations. Over 60% of clients
must rely on receiving food from CAFB or a Partner Agencies as a
part of their everyday lives.

How Can You Help?

Donate food, funds or volunteer! Or, join us in one of these fun
events while giving back to your Central Texas neighbors in need.
* Amplify Austin — 6:00 p.m., Thursday, March 5th — 6:00 p.m.

Friday, March 6th
* Join the Austin community as they come together to raise $7

million in 24 hours for local nonprofits. Last year, this event raised

over $172K for the Food Bank. All donations made to CAFB will
be matched by St. David’s Foundation. Save the date now and
plan to donate online at https://amplifyacx.ilivehereigivehere.org/

(Continued on Page 10)
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(Girl Scout Troop, Continued from Page 7)

Scouts. They have partnered with Daisy Troop #1244, comprised fun and making a positive
of Baldwin 1st graders, to share their Girl Scout experience. difference in the community.
The Cadette mentors invited this Daisy troop to a Cadette-lead Way to go, Peyton, Elise, Zoe,
meeting, where they developed and led the meeting, including the Alli, Tayah, Isa, Katherine and
craft activity. The Daisies really enjoyed interacting and learning Julianna of Troop 2058! Thank
from the older Cadette girls. This experience was equally enjoyed you for your good deeds and
by both troops, so they decided to team up for the Brown Santa great efforts. Your Meridian
service project this past December. The girls paired up, in older and neighbors are proud of you!

younger Girl Scout pairs to select and
wrap gifts to make a double impact in

the community. Baldwin’s Love Your School

R tly, this t ived th .
GirleSCz(I)lutyBrOIisze X)vsfrdretclivlfighesi “No Hassle” Fundraiser
i February 11th-20th

honor a Girl Scout Junior can achieve. Thank you Baldwin community for donating funds to our
The troop teamed up, planned and “Love Your School” no-hassle fundraiser last month. Your

\ 3

created their project together. They generous support is going directly to programs for our kids.
choose to hand-sew pillows and Where does the money go?

donate them to the pediatric oncology A few of the programs this money supports: Additional
clinic at Dell Children's Hospital. classroom iPads, Books for our literacy library, Math
The goal of this award is for the girls manipulatives, Online student software subscriptions, such

as Raz-Kids reading and SumDog math skill builders), and

to work as a team to plan and execute a project, allowing them
Traveling Planetarium that comes to our SChOOl Cach year.

to develop confidence and meet new people, all while having

Comprehensive
SOUfhWGSt Convenient

MEDICAL VILLAGE Consistent

Southwest Medical
Village offers patients
the highest quality

care in an innovative,

PRIMARY CARE integrated medical
SPECIALISTS community.

LAB

IMAGING

PHARMACY

swmedicalvillage.com

One Community Caring For Your Health.

5625 EIGER RD. AUSTIN, TX 78735
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(Continued from Page 8)

CAFBTX/ when the clock strikes 6:00 p.m. on 3/5!

* Cars & Coffee — 2nd Sunday every month, 10:00 a.m. — 1:00

p.m., The Oasis, 6550 Comanche Trail
* Car lovers unite to peruse the aisles of exotic cars in the Oasis

parking lot at this monthly event, hosted by John Eagle European.

The come-and-go event is free and open to the public. Visitors

are encouraged to bring donations for the Capital Area Food

Bank. In 2014, this event raised over 17,000 meals for Central

Texans in need!

* Gospel Brunch — Sundays, 11:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m., Strange Brew,

Austin Coffee, 5326 Manchaca Rd.

Join the Purgatory Players (Jeff Plankenhorn, Jon Dee Graham,
Scrappy Jud Newcomb, Jon Greene, and Seela Misra) every
Sunday as they get down for a good cause with “gospel music for
nondenominational folk.” This event is free and open to the public.
Tips for the band and a portion of the coffee shop’s proceeds are
donated to CAFB.

What are the most-requested food items?

¢ Peanut butter

¢ Canned chicken breast or tuna

* Canned low sodium vegetables

* Canned fruit in its own juice (no sugar added)
* Dry pinto beans

* Brown rice

* Non-fat dry milk powder

* 100% whole grain cereal

BUSINESS CLASSIFIEDS

11916 QUASSIA.IMMACULATE! - Gorgeous 4 bedrooms,
3 1/2 baths, 3-car garage Meridian home on a cul-de-sac. Huge
gameroom & media room upstairs. Master down w/ flex space.
Water feature & stone fence. www.11916Quassia.com Barbara
Gremillion 512-775-2904 Coldwell Banker United Realtors

Business classqﬁeds (offering a service or product line for
profit) are $50, limit 40 words, please contact Peel, Inc. Sales
Office at 512-263-9181 or meridian@peelinc.com.

The Monitor is a private publication published by Peel, Inc. It is not sanctioned by
any homeowners association or organization, nor is it subject to the approval of any
homeowners association or organization, nor is it intended, nor implied to replace any
publication that may be published by or on behalf of any homeowners association or
organization. At no time will any source be allowed to use The Monitor's contents, or
loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in any media, website, print,
film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose of solicitation, commercial
use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or other self amplification, under penalty
of law without written or expressed permission from Peel, Inc. The information in the
newsletter is exclusively for the private use of Peel, Inc.

Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their authors and do
not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. Peel, Inc. is not
responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted by others.
The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content with this
publication. All warranties and representations made in the advertising content are
solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content should be
taken up with the advertiser.

* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or
failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such
advertising.

* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes,
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of
misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.

* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner,
except as limited to liabilities stated above.

SAVE THE DATE

“Scoot Your Boots to
the Baldwin Bash’

PTA Event and Silent Auction Fundraiser
Friday, April 24th @ the Meridian Pavilion from 6:30-10pm
Tickets are $25 each and go on sale March 30th.

Enjoy fun, food and friends at this adult-only event.
The festivities include a fantastic silent auction filled with
something for everyone: event tickets, birthday party
packages, restaurant gift certificates, hotel accommodations,
spa treatments and much, much more.

We are still accepting silent auction items. If you would like
to see your business featured or to make a donation, contact

us: fundraising@baldwinpta.org.
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