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From the Mayor’s Desk...
“Everyday is a Good Day in Fair Oaks Ranch”©

Credit rating/Bond Sale
Recently, the citizens/voters of Fair Oaks Ranch approved 

a Street Bond at $ 7,000,000 for fifteen years. With the City 
utilizing “pay as you go” for its needs, we didn’t have a credit 
rating. Standard and Poor’s spent considerable time investigating 
the City’s financial history, its current financial state as well as its 
future financial forecasts. The firm gave the City “AA+” credit 
rating.

The AA+ credit rating brought the City numerous bond bids in 
the competitive bid process. At the April 16th Council Meeting, 
the Council accepted the low interest rate bid of 2.01 from Frost 
Bank. The bond is for 15 years with a 10 year Call at no cost to 
the City. 

teCHnologY 
The speed of change (no pun intended) in technology is 

drastically affecting all of us not just in the workplace but in 
our homes. Technology is a “quality of life” factor yet was not 
perceived as such from my perspective until the last couple of 
years. It appears with more and more young families making Fair 
Oaks Ranch their home, technology is a need not just a want. 
Our established long term residents will realize it is more of a 
need as well. 

In the early to mid-1980s, most Internet access was through 
personal/work computers connected to a local area network 
(LAN) or it was a dial-up connection using modems and analog 
telephone lines. Remember those? Then a new access emerged: 
broadband utilizing copper wire technology. By 2004, broadband 

had grown and dial-up had declined both about even with 
subscriber numbers. In 2010 dial-up is all but gone. Broadband 
introduced through cable internet for most residential subscribers. 
Today, I hear the newest greatest is broadband via fiber-optics 
transmission. It provides very high data rates over longer distances 
being much more cost-effective than copper wire.

The younger families know all of this…I try to keep up. The 
cell phone, correction…the smartphone is no longer a want for 
me; it is a need. Recently started looking for a new television 
replacement…it appears fiber-optics or lack of will have an effect 
on the new television technology. Again, technology is quickly 
emerging as a “quality of life” factor for me and my household. 
Many of you are miles ahead of me regarding technology yet I 
will share a couple of articles you may find interesting as well.

google FiBer: WHY You need to get 
online 100 timeS FaSter

By Blake Snow Published January 24, 2014 Fox News
I’ve seen the future. It’s called gigabit Internet by Google Fiber, 

and it just launched in my hometown of Provo, Utah, the second 
of three scheduled cities to get speeds that are 100 times faster 
than the rest of America.

“What good is really fast Internet if the content stays the same?” 
you may ask yourself. I certainly did, before testing the service. 
Besides, my “high speed” Internet from Comcast seemed fast 
enough, enabling my household to stream HD videos, load web 
pages quickly, and connect multiple devices as needed, largely 
without hiccup. I was wrong. Using gigabit Internet, even in its 
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 Please support the advertisers that make Fair Oaks Gazette 
possible. If you would like to support the newsletter by 
advertising, please contact our sales office at 888-687-6444 
or advertising@peelinc.com. The advertising deadline is the 
20th of the month prior to the issue.

advertising info

emergencies numbers
EMERGENCY ................................................................. 911
Fire .................................................................................... 911
Ambulance ........................................................................ 911
Fair Oaks Ranch Police Department ..................210-698-0990
Animal Control .................................................210-698-0990
schools
Boerne ISD ...............................................www.boerne-isd.net
Fair Oaks Ranch Elementary .............................210-698-1616
utilities
Allied Waste Services - Garbage & Recycling .....210-648-5222
AT&T - Telephone ............................................800-464-7928
CPSEnergy ....................................(new service) 210-353-2222
  ...............................(service trouble or repairs) 210-353-4357
Fair Oaks Ranch Utilities - Water ......................210-698-7685
GVTC - Cable & Telephone .............................800-367-4882
Pedernales Electric Co-op ..................................888-554-4732
Time Warner - Cable .........................................210-244-0500
other
United States Post Office
 607 E. Blanco. Rd. - Boerne, TX ...................830-249-2414
  ........................ (delivery info, stops, fwds, ect.) 830-249-9303
 5837 De Zavala Rd - San Antonio, TX ..........210-641-0248

important numbers

article info
 The Fair Oaks Gazette is mailed monthly to all Fair 
Oaks Ranch area residents. Residents, community groups, 
churches, etc. are welcome to include information about their 
organizations in the newsletter. Personal news for the Stork 
Report, Teenage Job Seekers, recipes, special celebrations, and 
birthday announcements are also welcome.
 To submit an article for the Fair Oaks Gazette, please email 
it to fairoaksranch@peelinc.com. The deadline is the 15th of 
the month prior to the issue.

Trinity Glen Rose Groundwater 
Conservation District Water 

Conservation Audit

Trinity Glen Rose Groundwater Conservation District 
(TGRGCD) would like to ask for your continued help 
in reducing demand on groundwater resources. We have 
enjoyed very appropriately-timed rains this fall and hope 
they continue throughout winter. 

We offer a free on-site consultation to identify 
problems areas that could be resulting in higher water 
usage to home or business owners residing within our 
District. Following the visit, we offer recommendations 
to help reduce water usage both inside and outside the 
home and a “goody” bag full of conservation-related 
items, including a hose timer, moisture meter, and low-
flow showerhead.

As you can see from the US Drought Monitor, areas 
to our northwest remain under Extreme to Exceptional 
Drought. As we move into summer and see increases 
in temperatures and lawn irrigation, we will be see 
increasing pressures on our groundwater resources. 

Please contact us at 210-698-1155 with questions, or 
to schedule a free in-home audit! To learn more about 
Trinity Glen Rose Groundwater Conservation District, 
please visit us at www.trinityglenrose.com.
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infancy, opened my eyes to speed and reminded me of why I love 
the Internet.

Most of us are conditioned to endure slow Google Maps, for 
example, even though we don’t realize it. We expect them to load 
in chunks when we zoom. We expect Street View to load sluggishly. 
We’re patient with satellite view because it’s cool, and because it 
requires patience to use. So we wait. And wait.

With gigabit Internet, maps load instantaneously. The performance 
is startling. I zoomed in on Manhattan from space faster than I 
could have fallen on it — no blurs, granulized lines or pixels. Just 
incredible speed and clarity. Then I streamed 10 full HD videos in 
separate browsing tabs from YouTube -- with nary a loading bar in 
sight. They all ran without the slightest screen tear.

“Why would anyone want to watch 10 videos at once?” you ask. 
One person wouldn’t. But many people would. If you’re a household 
of 10 and everyone wants to stream their own movie on their own 
device, they can.

WHY do We need all oF tHiS 
BandWidtH?

Fiber to the Home Council Americas
If all you want to do is surf web pages, download a few songs, send 

and receive some photographs, or watch streaming video at current 
picture quality levels, then the bandwidth provided by today’s cable 
modems and DSL services is probably good enough for you. But 
the world is moving toward vastly higher bandwidth applications. 
High-definition video is fast becoming the state-of-the-art, and one 
high definition movie takes up as much bandwidth as 35,000 web 
pages. More people are looking to upload their own home movies 
into emails or web pages. 

Consumer electronics companies are coming out with devices that 
connect televisions to the Internet. Plus the new 4K HDTV’s require 
four times the pixels of today’s 1080p HD and more bandwidth.

In the meantime, a growing number of companies are offering 
“software as service” – meaning you subscribe to applications on the 
net rather than install them on your own computer. These “cloud 
computing” applications are now available for word processing, 
emailing, automated remote file backup, and a host of business 
and personal services. All of these applications – and many others 
we haven’t even dreamed of yet – are going to require much greater 
bandwidth than what is generally available today, even from 
“broadband” providers. 

All this adds up to needing more bandwidth. Bandwidth demands 
are growing at a very high rate, and are projected to grow for years to 
come. According to Cisco's Visual Networking Index, global IP traffic 
will quadruple from 2009 to 2014. Overall, IP traffic will grow at a 
compound annual growth rate (CAGR) of 34 percent. Clearly, the 
explosion in online video is driving today's increases in bandwidth 
demand. It would take over two years to watch the amount of video 
that will cross global IP networks every second in 2014. It would 
take 72 million years to watch the amount of video that will cross 

global IP networks during calendar year 2014. The End
After reviewing these two articles again, how much longer can 

I use my current television? Is technology a want or need for you? 
Really encourage you to drop me a note: mayor@fairoaksranchtx.org

eVentS
CitY CounCil eleCtion: General Election Day is 

Saturday, May 9, 2015 at City Hall 7:00am – 7:00pm. 

 earlY Voting April 27 – May 1, 2015 (8:00am-6pm) May 
2, 4 & 5 (8am – 8pm)

Rain Barrel Workshop: May 16th, details on City Website or call 
City Hall 210-698-0900 for information.

Special thank you to the many teachers of today and yesterday 
(National Teachers Day). Happy Mother’s Day wishes to our 
residents! Take a moment to respect those who gave their life 
defending our country (Memorial Day).

Respectfully,
Cheryl Landman, Mayor

 From the Mayor's Desk (Continued from Cover)



4     Fair Oaks Gazette - May 2015 Copyright © 2015 Peel, Inc.

fair oaks ranch

When I was six or seven years old, I witnessed the ocean drowning 
of a dear aunt. Although too young for the full scope of the tragedy 
to sink in, the thoughts and the images of that event have remained 
with me for almost 70 years.

No wonder that, when our young grandson started splashing in 
our swimming pool a dozen or so years ago, the thought of such 
an unfathomable occurrence never left our mind. We took every 
precaution possible, as I am sure the vast majority of parents, 
grandparents, relatives, caretakers and friends of so many young 
children do when they let their young ones swim in pools, lakes, 
rivers, water parks and more.

But the unimaginable does occur -- more 
often than we think.

Now that another swimming season 
approaches it may be the time to give “the 
unimaginable” some thought because if 
statistics tell the truth, drowning is all too 
imaginable.

The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention publishes the following grim 
statistic: From 1999 through 2010, a 
total of 46,419 deaths from unintentional 
drowning (including boating) occurred 
in the United States, an average of 3,868 
deaths per year. That is an average of more than 10 drowning deaths 
each and every day of the year.

But what is even more disturbing, unitentional drowning has 
become the leading cause of death from unintentional injury among 
children aged 1-4 years. It replaces deaths resulting from motor 
vehicle accidents as the leading cause of death from unintentional 
injury for boys aged 1–4 years. These child-drowning deaths occurred 
most often in a bathtub for children under one year of age and, in 
a swimming pool, for children aged 1-4 years. The latter location -- 
swimming pools -- accounts for more than 50% of all unintentional 
drowning deaths in that age group, according to the CDC.

At this point, the reader may ask, why the focus on younger 
children and swimming pools? While, of course, every drowning is 
an immeasurable tragedy, the loss of a toddler under such horrific 
circumstances in one’s neighborhood pool, is bound to leave an 
indelible impression. That is what happened on a beautiful June day 
almost seven years ago at a nearby swimming pool. To be precise, 
on June 13, 2008, Colin Holst, a proud and happy four-and-a-half-
year-old little boy went to “the big” pool -- a swimming pool close 
to Circle C Ranch -- just one day after graduating from swimming 

lessons and receiving his medal. Little Colin, age 4, enjoying a family 
weekend by the water. Colin was having a ball playing in the fountains 
and sprinklers with his friends, all moving around the pool together in 
a clump, playing and splashing and ducking in and out of the water.

Suddenly, in an instant, Colin wasn’t with them. Time stood still 
as all eyes swept the pool looking for him, and then, only moments 
later, Colin was pulled from the shallow water unconscious and not 
breathing. Efforts to revive him at the pool were unsuccessful. Colin, 
the baby boy born “with a mop of dark hair that looked just like his 
mother,” died at the hospital the next day, having never opened his 

eyes again after his swim.
Out of this unimaginable tragedy, sprang 

a glimmer of hope -- even of good. Grief-
stricken by their loss and shocked to learn 
the cruel toll drowning takes on children 
of Colin’s age, Colin’s family founded an 
organization dedicated to preventing such 
tragedies from befalling other families: 
Colin’s Hope. Simply, “Colin's Hope 
envisions a world where children do 
not drown. Colin's Hope raises water 
safety awareness to prevent children from 
drowning.”

As our weather warms up, as families 
once again head for our pools, lakes and beaches, please take time 
to familiarize yourself with water safety rules -- they might make 
the difference between a happy summer and the unimaginable. An 
excellent place to do such is ColinsHope.org. At Colin’s Hope, learn 
about this wonderful organization’s many water safety awareness 
programs, events, campaigns and resources. They all have one vision 
in mind: “A world where children do not drown. While at Colin’s 
Hope, take a look at their on-line Water Safety Resources Hub,” take 
the "Water Safety Quiz” and please consider volunteering for one 
of their many activities and programs and making a contribution so 
that the “glimmer of hope” may become a bright light -- a reality, as 
much as possible -- for our children and grandchildren.

Acknowledgement: Some of the information and wording in this 
article comes -- with permission -- from"Colin’s Story,” at Colin’s 
Hope. Colin’s photo and lead image, courtesy Colin’s Hope.

Colin's Hope has a mission to raise water safety awareness to 
prevent children from drowning. They envision a world where 
children do not drown. To learn more, please visit www.colinshope.
org 

Colin's 
Hope by Dorian de Wind
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This is not an offer to residents of New York or New Jersey or where prohibited by state law. WARNING: CALIFORNIA  DEPT  OF  REAL ESTATE  HAS  NOT  INSPECTED, EXAMINED 
OR QUALIFIED THIS OFFERING. All advertising, promotional materials, site plans and pricing information associated with the project and the units, if any, are preliminary in nature 
and are subject to change by the developer without notice. This is an artist’s rendering based on current development concepts, which are subject to change without notice.

Waterfront Homesites from the $200’s   |   Coastal Cottages from the $500’s

A  S E C O N D  H O M E  S O  S P E C I A L 

I T  C O U L D  B E C O M E  Y O U R  F I R S T .

There’s no place like home – until, you have a second one at a place many describe as paradise. The Reserve at St. Charles Bay 

is where you return to the person you truly are. And because we are now offering homesites along a private canal system, you 

won’t just sit on your porch and gaze out across the bay. You will take a few short steps to your craft and make it your own.
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DROWNING IS PREVENTABLE

NOBODY IS DROWNPROOF
WATCH & KEEP KIDS IN ARM’S REACH

LEARN MORE: www.colinshope.org/RESOURCES

THESE TIPS CAN SAVE LIVES

CONSTANT VISUAL 
SUPERVISION

LEARN 
TO SWIM

WEAR 
LIFE JACKETS

MULTIPLE BARRIERS 
AROUND WATER

KEEP YOUR 
HOME SAFER

CHECK WATER 
SOURCES FIRST

PRACTICE DRAIN 
SAFETY

BE SAFER IN 
OPEN WATER

LEARN 
CPR

I
WILL

Constantly watch children around water.
NOT become distracted.
Learn CPR and the signs of drowning.
Be ON DUTY until relieved by another adult.

TAKE the Water Guardian Pledge

Boerne YMCA members, Missy Guillot, Michele Glasheen, 
Rezia Olson, Rochelle Javors and Ed Churchin were treated 
to a "cooking lesson"  and a wonderful lunch during a recent 
tour of the Cooking Cottage in Boerne.

Members of the Boerne YMCA were "back in the kitchen" receiving 
some cooking tips during a recent tour of the Cooking Cottage in 
Boerne.  Featured are front   Nancy Schlefsky, Lauren Moore (owner 
of the Cooking Cottage), Michele Glasheen and Judy Droste. Back 
row:  Christi Monroe, Vic Schlefsky, Rochelle Javors, Maureen May 
and Jim Droste
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NOW

 TAKING

RESERVATIONS FOR

THE HOLIDAYS

NOW TAKING

RESERVATIONS FOR

SUMMER VACATION

NOW TAKING

RESERVATIONS FOR

SUMMER VACATION
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Find what you’re looking for at:

David Bowman, Broker
210-325-9972
“Experience at your service”
DavidBowman@MorningstarRealty.net

FairOaksRanchHomes.com
SanAntonioHouseHunting.com

Oh No!
I Bought the

Wrong House!

Or visit our website at:
www.QualityPrintingofAustin.com

512.263.9181
Call today for more info

From design to 
print to mail, 

Quality Printing 
can help you with 

all of your
printing needs! 

Thanks to one of the wonderful Boerne YMCA staff members, Rezia 
Olson (picture on the left), who organizes the outings and luncheons 
that Y members attend; we were able to enjoy an informative and 
tasteful lunch at the Cooking Cottage in Boerne. Y member, Nancy 
Schlefsky stated " what a wonderful time was had by all who attended".

Pictured are (l to r) are Ashley Maytum, Kathy Bandujo and Rezia 
Olson. The Boerne Family YMCA, thanks to generous members and 
staff, collected 180 jars of peanut butter for Blessings in a Backpack. 
Peanut butter along with other food items are packed up weekly for 
kids who would have little or nothing to eat on weekends.

mailto:davidbowman%40morningstarrealty.net?subject=Fair%20Oaks%20Ranch%20Gazette%20Ad
http://www.sanantoniohousehunting.com
http://www.FairOaksRanchHomes.com
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Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their authors and do not 
necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible 
for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted by others. The publisher 
also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content with this publication. All 
warranties and representations made in the advertising content are solely that of the 
advertiser and any such claims regarding its content should be taken up with the 
advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or failure 
to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher 
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes, 
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of 
misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other 
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, except 
as limited to liabilities stated above.

The Fair Oaks Gazette is a private publication published by Peel, Inc. It is not 
sanctioned by any homeowners association or organization, nor is it subject to the 
approval of any homeowners association or organization, nor is it intended, nor 
implied to replace any publication that may be published by or on behalf of any 
homeowners association or organization. At no time will any source be allowed to 
use The Fair Oaks Gazette contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape 
or form, nor in any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or 
etc. for the purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political 
campaigns, or other self amplification, under penalty of law without written or 
expressed permission from Peel, Inc. The information in the newsletter is exclusively 
for the private use of Peel, Inc.

NOT AVAILABLE
ONLINE
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You can trust our area knowledge, our industry knowledge and most 
importantly, our business knowledge to ensure that your transaction 
comes to a successful conclusion.

As part of the largest relocation network in the world, we have the 
expertise and resources to help you, whether you are moving down the 
street or across the globe. 

Stop in to see us!  We’re located behind the new CVS.

We are your neighbors!

210.698.0070
We’ve been proudly serving the Fair Oaks Ranch 

community for more than 30 years. 

Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate
 Bradfield Properties

9091 Fair Oaks Parkway #306 • Fair Oaks Ranch, TX 78015

Mosquitoes can be very irritating and disrupt outdoor 
activities.  They also are able to transmit various diseases to 
humans and animals.  Mosquitoes are known to transmit 
heartworm in dogs and cats, and they can spread encephalitis 
(including West Nile Virus), Chikungunya, dengue, yellow 
fever, malaria and filariasis among humans.

Most female mosquitoes require a blood meal for egg 
production whereas males feed on nectar and do not bite.  
Eggs can be laid on the surface of water or in dry locations 
that are occasionally flooded by water.  Some eggs are able 
to remain dormant under dry conditions for several months.  
Eggs hatch into larvae, or wigglers.  Mosquito larvae live 
in water and feed on organic debris or microscopic plants 
and animals.  Larvae molt into pupae which do not feed.  
Mosquito pupae spend the majority of their time at the surface 
of the water, only moving when disturbed.

Female mosquito.
Many things can help to reduce mosquito problems around 

the home.  Eliminate all sources of standing water.  Containers 
such as watering cans, buckets and bottles can turn into 
mosquito breeding grounds.  Water should be drained from 
birdbaths, gutters, flowerpots and pet dishes at least once a 
week.  Children’s wading pools should be emptied of water 
at least once a week and stored so they cannot collect water 
when not in use.  Tree holes should be filled in with sand or 
mortar, or drained after each rain.  Leaky faucets and pipes 
located outside should be repaired.

Areas that cannot be drained, such as ponds or large rain 
collection systems, can be stocked with mosquito fish that 
eat mosquito larvae.  Dunks can also be used in these areas.  
Dunks are a small, donut-shaped product that contains 
Bacillus thuringiensis var. israeliensis.  The donut disrupts 
the life cycle of the mosquito and is non-toxic to humans, 
amphibians and fish. 

Mosquitoes

The information given herein is for educational purposes only.  
Reference to commercial products or trade names is made with 
the understanding that no discrimination is intended and no 

endorsement by Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service or the Texas 
A&M AgriLife Research is implied. Extension programs serve people 
of all ages regardless of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, 

disability, genetic information or veteran status.

Avoiding peak hours when mosquitoes are active is probably 
the best method to avoid being bitten.  When outside, wear 
loose-fitting, light colored clothing with long sleeves & long 
pants.  Repellants containing active ingredients such as DEET, 
picaridin or oil of lemon eucalyptus can be effective to keep 
mosquitoes from biting when evening activities cannot be 
rescheduled.  Other products such as citronella candles will 
also repel mosquitoes, but work best in enclosed areas.
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WAGNER is #1 in SALES the past Decade
in Fair Oaks Ranch!

• San Antonio Business Journal ranked The Wagner Team the #1 TEAM in San Antonio & the Hill in 2013 

across all Real Estate Companies.

• Keller Williams is the #1 Brokerage Company in Fair Oaks with nearly 50% market share in 2014.

• Dave Wagner is #1 in Fair Oaks Ranch over all other Realtors or “Individual Brokers” by a very wide 

margin.

• 33 Year Resident & Member of the Club.  Expansive LOCAL NETWORK & KNOWLEDGE that is unparalleled.

• 9 Time Consecutive Platinum 50 Winner & Texas Monthly 5-Star Realtor.

• Trinity graduate with numerous industry Designations & Certifications.

• Lives right around the corner!

Wendi Harrelson

Team Leader, Regional
Area Directoer, South Texas
Keller Williams Realty

“Congratulations, David, on being the
NUMBER ONE producer in Fair Oaks 
Ranch!  According to the San Antonio Multiple 
Listing Services, you have had, by a WIDE 
margin, more SALES, more LISTINGS, more 
BUYERS, and more transactions than all other 
REALTORs or INDIVIDUAL BROKERs
from all companies in Fair Oaks Ranch!

ALL TEAM MEMBERS LIVE & WORK
IN FAIR OAKS RANCH

EVERYDAY!

“City Of Fair Oaks Ranch” Outside Back Cover
November 2014 (Final Proof)


