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When I was six or seven years old, I witnessed the ocean 
drowning of a dear aunt. Although too young for the full scope of 
the tragedy to sink in, the thoughts and the images of that event 
have remained with me for almost 70 years.

No wonder that, when our young grandson started splashing in 
our swimming pool a dozen or so years ago, the thought of such 
an unfathomable occurrence never left our mind. We took every 
precaution possible, as I am sure the vast majority of parents, 
grandparents, relatives, caretakers and friends of so many young 
children do when they let their young ones swim in pools, lakes, 
rivers, water parks and more.

But the unimaginable does occur -- more often than we think.
Now that another swimming season approaches it may be the 

time to give “the unimaginable” some thought because if statistics 
tell the truth, drowning is all too imaginable.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention publishes the 
following grim statistic: From 1999 through 2010, a total of 
46,419 deaths from unintentional drowning (including boating) 
occurred in the United States, an average of 3,868 deaths per 
year. That is an average of more than 10 drowning deaths each 

and every day of the year.
But what is even more disturbing, unitentional drowning has 

become the leading cause of death from unintentional injury 
among children aged 1-4 years. It replaces deaths resulting 
from motor vehicle accidents as the leading cause of death 
from unintentional injury for boys aged 1–4 years. These child-
drowning deaths occurred most often in a bathtub for children 
under one year of age and, in a swimming pool, for children aged 
1-4 years. The latter location -- swimming pools -- accounts for 
more than 50% of all unintentional drowning deaths in that age 
group, according to the CDC.

At this point, the reader may ask, why the focus on younger 
children and swimming pools? While, of course, every drowning 
is an immeasurable tragedy, the loss of a toddler under such 
horrific circumstances in one’s neighborhood pool, is bound 
to leave an indelible impression. That is what happened on a 
beautiful June day almost seven years ago at a nearby swimming 
pool. To be precise, on June 13, 2008, Colin Holst, a proud and 

by Dorian de Wind
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EMERGENCY NUMBERS
EMERGENCY................................................................911
Fire....................................................................................... 911
Ambulance........................................................................... 911
Round Rock Police (Non Emergency)..................512-218-5515
Georgetown Police (Non Emergency)...................512-390-3510
Travis County Animal Control.............................512-972-6060
Round Rock Animal Control...............................512-218-5500
Georgetown Animal Control................................512-930-3592

SCHOOLS
Round Rock ISD.................................................512-464-5000
Teravista Elementary School.................................512-704-0500
Hopewell Middle School......................................512-464-5200
Stony Point High School......................................512-428-7000
Georgetown ISD..................................................512-943-5000
Carver Elementary School....................................512-943-5070
Pickett Elementary School....................................512-943-5050
Tippit Middle School...........................................512-943-5040
Georgetown High School.....................................512-943-5100

UTILITIES
Atmos Energy....................................................1-888-286-6700
TXU Energy.....................................................1-800-818-6132
AT&T
	 New Service...................................................1-800-464-7928
	 Repair............................................................1-800-246-8464
	 Billing............................................................1-800-858-7928
Time Warner Cable
	 Customer Service..............................................512-485-5555
	 Repairs.............................................................512-485-5080

OTHER NUMBERS
City of Round Rock.............................................512-218-5400
Round Rock Community Library........................512-218-7000
Round Rock Parks and Recreation.......................512-218-5540
City of Georgetown..............................................512-930-3652
Georgetown Public Library..................................512-930-3551
Georgetown Municipal Airport............................512-930-3666
Georgetown Parks and Recreation........................512-930-3595
Teravista Golf and Ranch House..........................512-651-9850
Teravista Residents Club......................................512-310-7421

NEWSLETTER PUBLISHER
Peel, Inc...............................................................512-263-9181
Article Submissions.................................. teravista@peelinc.com
Advertising...........................................advertising@peelinc.com

IMPORTANT NUMBERS

A Culligan Drinking Water System fi lters your water for 
only pennies per day. Better water that fi ts any budget.

Culligan of Austin
512-826-2239

CulliganWaterTexas.com

Receive FREE basic installation of a 
Culligan® Drinking Water System

Receive $200 OFF when
you purchase a new

Culligan® Water Softener.
Dealer participation may vary. Not valid with other offers.  
Expires 3/31/2013. ©2012 Culligan International Company.

Dealer participation may vary. Not valid with other offers.  
Expires 3/31/2013. ©2012 Culligan International Company.

FREE Installation $200 OFF

Dealer participation may vary. Not valid with other offers.
Expires 8/31/2015. ©2012 Culligan International Company.

Dealer participation may vary. Not valid with other offers.
Expires 8/31/2015. ©2012 Culligan International Company.

Culligan of Austin
512.826.2239

brenda.metzner@ultrapure.com
CulliganWaterTexas.com

Host an International Exchange Student!
Across the US, families are welcoming talented and motivated 

high school students into their homes this Fall. Students come from 
over 60 countries and share your enthusiasm for education, personal 
growth, and cultural exchange.

MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
If your family enjoys exploring new cultures and nurturing youth, 

please contact us to request more information about this amazing 
opportunity to share your life with a special young person and to 
learn how you can make a difference. 

BRING THE WORLD HOME 
· Share a new language and culture with your family 
· Teach a student about American values and traditions 
· Change the course of a student’s life
· Increase cultural awareness in your community 
30+ YEARS CONNECTING PEOPLE & CULTURES 

Ayusa is a non-profit organization founded in 1981 to promote 
global learning and leadership through foreign exchange, study 
abroad, and leadership programs for high school students from the 
U.S. and around the world. For more information about hosting 
a high school foreign exchange student, please contact your local 
representative Vicki Odom at 832.455.7881 or vodom@ayusa.org or 
Ayusa at 1.888.552.9872 or by visiting the website at www.ayusa.org.
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Let us make sure your
biggest investment is 
structurally sound.

TUCKER
ENGINEERING

1311 Chisholm Trail, Suite 303
Round Rock, TX 78681

Phone (512) 255-7477   |   Fax (512)  244-3366
www.tuckerengineering.net

STRUCTURAL REPORTS
Structural reports can be furnished in any of the following areas:

•	 Structural	design	of	houses	and	apartments	including	superstructure,	foundation	and	drainage.
•	 Structural	inspections	of	houses	and	apartments	including	drainage,	foundation,	superstructure,	as	well	

as	decks,	pools	and	other	structures.
•	 Identification	of	problems	and	recommended	solutions
•	 Estimated	Costs
•	 Inspection	and	Certification	for	structural	repairs

Our	reports	are	concise	and	easy	to	read.	We	keep	your	information	confidential.		Fees	for	services	are	
based	on	the	type	of	structure	to	be	inspected	and	where	it	is	located.	

SPECIALIZING IN RESIDENTIAL
AND COMMERCIAL STRUCTURAL 

INSPECTIONS

Serving Central Texas Since 1979 Jeffrey L. Tucker, P.E., a registered professional engineer in Texas, has been involved in structural design, inspection and repair 
of houses and apartments since 1965.  He is uniquely qualified to perform structural analyses of wood frame structures and slab 

foundations; to inspect and offer assurance of structural integrity and/or repair recommendations and details.  

Less than four years after it was founded, a Southwest Austin 
nonprofit organization has decided that it’s got more than enough 
hope to go around. 

That’s the thinking behind a new mission and a name change for 
the Southwest Austin nonprofit organization known as HOPE4JD, 
which was founded in 2011 to support families whose children suffered 
brain injuries due to nonfatal drownings. As of April, the organization 
will be known as Hope4Minds whose mission is to foster hope and 
enrich the lives of children with an acquired brain injury by providing 
support and education.

With a new name and more families to serve, Hope4Minds also 
will expand its community outreach services to include parent support 
groups and concussion baseline screenings, in addition to the services it 
already offers such as CPR/First Aid training and family care packages.

“Our board of directors and supporters see the opportunity to do 

Hope4Minds Expands its Mission
to Support More Texas Children With Severe Brain Injuries

more and help more Texas families,” says Ronda Johnson, executive 
director, Hope4Minds. “Our community rose to the challenge over 
the last few years, helping us make a difference in the lives of families 
in Austin, San Antonio and Dallas. Our work has showed us the needs 
of more children who are living with an acquired brain injury and 
whose families need our support.”

According to the Texas Brain Injury Alliance, fewer than 1 in 20 
children with acquired brain injury will get the rehabilitation they 
need for recovery. Injury may occur during events such as non-fatal 
drownings, choking, car accidents, sports and recreational activities, 
falls, lightning strikes and even abuse. 

Since 2012, the organization has provided more than $211,248 
in services to families, 841 hours of recovery therapy services, nearly 
100 family care packages to Texas hospitals and rehab centers, and free 
CPR training for 216 adults.
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Paul & Jan Gillia 
Knowledge,  

Integrity, &  
Hard Work. 

512-388-5454 • pgillia@austin.rr.com
www.homeselect360.com

The Home Select Team Makes All the Difference! 

Do Not Pay 6% To Sell Your Home!
Our full service listings are now 4.5%. We get results!

Call or Email Before You List!

2014 Five Star Professional as seen in Texas Monthly Magazine

Mosquitoes can be very irritating and disrupt outdoor 
activities.  They also are able to transmit various diseases to 
humans and animals.  Mosquitoes are known to transmit 
heartworm in dogs and cats, and they can spread encephalitis 
(including West Nile Virus), Chikungunya, dengue, yellow 
fever, malaria and filariasis among humans.

Most female mosquitoes require a blood meal for egg 
production whereas males feed on nectar and do not bite.  Eggs 
can be laid on the surface of water or in dry locations that are 
occasionally flooded by water.  Some eggs are able to remain 
dormant under dry conditions for several months.  Eggs hatch 
into larvae, or wigglers.  Mosquito larvae live in water and feed 
on organic debris or microscopic plants and animals.  Larvae 
molt into pupae which do not feed.  Mosquito pupae spend 
the majority of their time at the surface of the water, only 
moving when disturbed.

Many things can help to reduce mosquito problems around 
the home.  Eliminate all sources of standing water.  Containers 
such as watering cans, buckets and bottles can turn into 
mosquito breeding grounds.  Water should be drained from 
birdbaths, gutters, flowerpots and pet dishes at least once a 

MOSQUITOES
week.  Children’s wading pools should be emptied of water at 
least once a week and stored so they cannot collect water when 
not in use.  Tree holes should be filled in with sand or mortar, 
or drained after each rain.  Leaky faucets and pipes located 
outside should be repaired.

Areas that cannot be drained, such as ponds or large rain 
collection systems, can be stocked with mosquito fish that 
eat mosquito larvae.  Dunks can also be used in these areas.  
Dunks are a small, donut-shaped product that contains Bacillus 
thuringiensis var. israeliensis.  The donut disrupts the life cycle 
of the mosquito and is non-toxic to humans, amphibians and 
fish. 

Avoiding peak hours when mosquitoes are active is probably 
the best method to avoid being bitten.  When outside, wear 
loose-fitting, light colored clothing with long sleeves & long 
pants.  Repellants containing active ingredients such as DEET, 
picaridin or oil of lemon eucalyptus can be effective to keep 
mosquitoes from biting when evening activities cannot be 
rescheduled.  Other products such as citronella candles will 
also repel mosquitoes, but work best in enclosed areas.

The information given herein is for educational purposes only.  
Reference to commercial products or trade names is made with 
the understanding that no discrimination is intended and no 
endorsement by Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service or the 

Texas A&M AgriLife Research is implied. Extension programs serve 
people of all ages regardless of race, color, religion, sex, national 

origin, age, disability, genetic information or veteran status.
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Experience the excitement of our Summer Adventure Club where imaginations 
are free to run wild. Get ready for engineering design challenges, discoveries, 

outdoor exploration and more. It’s going to be one epic summer. 
Fun for ages 5 – 10!*

Visit us today or learn more at PrimroseSummer.com.

•  Adventure-fi lled Field Trips
•  Weekly Splash Pad Fun
•  Meals & Snacks Included

Each Primrose School is a privately owned and operated franchise. Primrose Schools is a trademark of Primrose School Franchising Company. 
©2015 Primrose School Franchising Company. All rights reserved. *Ages for Summer Adventure Club programs vary by location.

This summer,
imaginations take ffl light.

Now Enrolling!

Primrose School of Round Rock North
4271 Sunrise Road  •  Round Rock, TX 78665
512.310.8033  •  PrimroseRoundRockNorth.com
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happy four-and-a-half-year-old little boy went to “the big” pool 
-- a swimming pool close to Circle C Ranch -- just one day after 
graduating from swimming lessons and receiving his medal. Little 
Colin, age 4, enjoying a family weekend by the water. Colin was 
having a ball playing in the fountains and sprinklers with his 
friends, all moving around the pool together in a clump, playing 
and splashing and ducking in and out of the water.

Suddenly, in an instant, Colin wasn’t with them. Time stood still 
as all eyes swept the pool looking for him, and then, only moments 
later, Colin was pulled from the shallow water unconscious and 
not breathing. Efforts to revive him at the pool were unsuccessful. 
Colin, the baby boy born “with a mop of dark hair that looked 
just like his mother,” died at the hospital the next day, having 
never opened his eyes again after his swim.

Out of this unimaginable tragedy, sprang a glimmer of hope 
-- even of good. Grief-stricken by their loss and shocked to learn 
the cruel toll drowning takes on children of Colin’s age, Colin’s 
family founded an organization dedicated to preventing such 
tragedies from befalling other families: Colin’s Hope. Simply, 
“Colin's Hope envisions a world where children do not drown. 
Colin's Hope raises water safety awareness to prevent children 

from drowning.”
As our weather warms up, as families once again head for our 

pools, lakes and beaches, please take time to familiarize yourself 
with water safety rules -- they might make the difference between 
a happy summer and the unimaginable. An excellent place to 
do such is ColinsHope.org. At Colin’s Hope, learn about this 
wonderful organization’s many water safety awareness programs, 
events, campaigns and resources. They all have one vision in 
mind: “A world where children do not drown. While at Colin’s 
Hope, take a look at their on-line Water Safety Resources Hub,” 
take the "Water Safety Quiz” and please consider volunteering 
for one of their many activities and programs and making a 
contribution so that the “glimmer of hope” may become a 
bright light -- a reality, as much as possible -- for our children 
and grandchildren.

Acknowledgement: Some of the information and wording in 
this article comes -- with permission -- from"Colin’s Story,” at 
Colin’s Hope. Colin’s photo and lead image, courtesy Colin’s 
Hope.

Colin's Hope has a mission to raise water safety awareness 
to prevent children from drowning. They envision a world 
where children do not drown. To learn more, please visit www.
colinshope.org

Colin's Hope (Continued from Cover)
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NOT AVAILABLE ONLINE

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of 
their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its 
employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in 
articles submitted by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for 
the advertising content with this publication. All warranties and representations 
made in the advertising content are solely that of the advertiser and any such 
claims regarding its content should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints 
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of 
such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher 
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes, 
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of 
misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other 
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, 
except as limited to liabilities stated above.

The Voice is a private publication published by Peel, Inc. It is not sanctioned by 
any homeowners association or organization, nor is it subject to the approval of 
any homeowners association or organization, nor is it intended, nor implied to 
replace any publication that may be published by or on behalf of any homeowners 
association or organization. At no time will any source be allowed to use The 
Voice contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor 
in any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the 
purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, 
or other self amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed 
permission from Peel, Inc. The information in the newsletter is exclusively for 
the private use of Peel, Inc. 

Interior • Exterior • Residential • Commercial

protectpainters.com

Owned and Operated by your Neighbor

Any Job
$2000 or More

Coupon must presented at time of estimate.
Cannot be combined with any other discount.

Beautify Your Home Inside or Out

512-651-2394 Or visit our website at:
www.QualityPrintingofAustin.com

512.263.9181
Call today for more info

From design to 
print to mail, 

Quality Printing 
can help you with 

all of your
printing needs! 



8     The Voice - May 2015	 Copyright © 2015 Peel, 

THE VOICE

TER

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
PEEL, INC.

308 Meadowlark St.
Lakeway, TX 78734-4717

DROWNING IS PREVENTABLE

NOBODY IS DROWNPROOF
WATCH & KEEP KIDS IN ARM’S REACH

LEARN MORE: www.colinshope.org/RESOURCES

THESE TIPS CAN SAVE LIVES
www.colinshope.org

CONSTANT VISUAL 
SUPERVISION

LEARN 
TO SWIM

WEAR 
LIFE JACKETS

MULTIPLE BARRIERS 
AROUND WATER

KEEP YOUR 
HOME SAFER

CHECK WATER 
SOURCES FIRST

PRACTICE DRAIN 
SAFETY

BE SAFER IN 
OPEN WATER

LEARN 
CPR

I
WILL

Constantly watch children around water.
NOT become distracted.
Learn CPR and the signs of drowning.
Be ON DUTY until relieved by another adult.

TAKE the Water Guardian Pledge


