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We believe in...

We are proud to be
your Meyerland specialists.
If you are thinking of buying or selling your home, allow us to provide you with our Meyerland expertise, the
strength of Martha Turner Sotheby’s worldwide network and a Relocation department coordinating moves of
buyers into Houston.

For all your real estate needs, call

You deserve a great Realtor ® who knows

Meyerland!

We have over 50 years of combined experience.

TERRY COMINSKY

BRENA MOGLOVKIN

C i rc l e of E xc e l l e n c e M e m b e r

C i rc l e of E xc e l l e n c e M e m b e r

R E A LTO R-A S S O C I AT E ®

713.558.3331

tcominsky@marthaturner.com

R E A LTO R-A S S O C I AT E ®

832.264.6007

bmoglovkin@marthaturner.com

Sotheby’s International Realty and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are registered (or unregistered) service marks used with permission. Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc.
Real estate agents affiliated with Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. Equal housing
opportunity.
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IMPORTANT CONTACTS
MCIA OFFICE

Amy Hoechstetter................................ MCIA General Manager
Catherine Martin, Randi Cahill................................Office Staff

OFFICE HOURS:

Monday - Thursday................................... 9:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Friday................................ 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Central Time
Closed Saturday, Sunday, and holidays.
Telephone........................................................... 713-729-2167
Fax ......................................................................713-729-0048
General Email........................................... office@meyerland.net
Architectural Control................................ randi@meyerland.net
Community Assistance........................ catherine@meyerland.net
4999 West Bellfort St., Houston, TX 77035
Visit our website at www.meyerland.net

SECURITY

Precinct 5 Constable (including burglar alarms) ...........281-463-6666
Emergency........................................................................... 911
Houston Police Dept. Non-Emergency.........................713-884-3131

CITY OF HOUSTON

Houston Help & Information...................311 or 713-837-0311
District C Council Member, Ellen Cohen............832-393-3004
Meyer Branch Library..........................................832-393-1840
Godwin Park Community Center........................713-393-1840
CENTERPOINT ENERGY
Electric outages or electric emergencies
............................................. 713-207-2222 or 800-332-7143
Suspected natural gas leak
............................................. 713-659-2111 or 888-876-5786
For missed garbage pickup, water line break, dead animals, traffic signals,
and other city services, dial 311. Some mobile phone users may need
to dial 713-837-0311.

MONTHLY

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
To contact a member of the Board of Directors, please visit
www.meyerland.net and click Contact Us.
EXECUTIVE BOARD
President................................................... Elizabeth Black Berry
Vice-President.......................................................... Jim Walters
Treasurer............................................................. Gerald Radack
Secretary.................................................................... Mike Jones
SECTION DIRECTORS
Charles Goforth........................................................... Section 1
Bill Goforth................................................................. Section 1
Jim Walters................................................................... Section 2
Emilio Hisse................................................................. Section 2
Open............................................................................ Section 3
Cary Robinson............................................................. Section 4
Gary Altergott.............................................................. Section 5
Open............................................................................ Section 5
Elizabeth Black Berry................................................... Section 6
Lisa Gossett.................................................................. Section 6
Gerda Gomez............................................................... Section 7
Dick Rentz................................................................... Section 7
Marlene Rocher................................................. Section 8 North
Paul Connor...................................................... Section 8 North
Jordan Longerot.................................................Section 8 South
Open..................................................................Section 8 South
Larry Rose........................................................... Section 8 West
Steve Fowlkes...................................................... Section 8 West
Open.......................................................................... Section 10
Mike Jones....................................................................At-Large
Gerald Radack...............................................................At-Large

NEWSLETTER INFORMATION
MCIA Publications Committee
Gerald Radack - Editor
Elizabeth Black Berry
Amy Hoechstetter
Gerda Gomez

Shirley Hou
Marlene Rocher
Joyce Young

Send comments to meyerlander@meyerland.net
Publisher - Peel Inc.......................................... www.peelinc.com
Advertising........................................................1-888-687-6444

Copyright © 2015 Peel, Inc.

Photo Opt Out - If you do not want your home’s photograph featured
in the newsletter, please send an e-mail to meyerlander@meyerland.net
with your address and the subject line “Opt-Out.”
Ad Disclaimer Statement - The Meyerland Community Improvement
Association neither represents nor endorses the accuracy or reliability
of any advertisement in our newsletter. We strongly encourage you to
do your own due diligence before responding to any advertisement.
Meyerlander and Meyerlander Monthly are trademarks of the
Meyerland Community Improvement Association (MCIA).
© Copyright MCIA 2015, All Rights Reserved
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On the Cover
Kolter Cougars had a roaring good time at their
Spring Carnival on April 16th, hosted by the Kolter
Elementary Parent Teacher Organization.

HOW CAN I HELP YOU?

FIVE STAR REALTOR

CHERYL ISRAEL
YOUR REALTOR
832-459-7296
cheryl@bethwolff.com
www.bethwolff.com
713-622-9339
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Update
on Millbury Storm Water

Drain Construction Project
by Gerda Gomez
The completion date for the Millbury Storm Water Drain
project was May 27, 2015. A final “wrap up” will occur
sometime after that date when the City Supervisor, Jody Craze
and the SER Construction Supervisor, Moe Elahmad will plan
for and complete final touch up repairs needed because of the
construction.
For several years, residents near the corner of Doud and
Dumfries have witnessed the street gradually sinking and
increased flooding. When SER construction removed the
street’s concrete pavement in that section, they discovered
that a stabilizing base was lacking. In addition, the water line
that connected to a residence, although intact, was directly
underneath the concrete pavement rather than at the required
depth. Large empty pockets in which rainwater collected were
found. A thorough search at the site found no broken water or
sewer lines. The conclusion was that the sinking of the street
was due to improper preparation under the concrete pavement.
Because of the newly, properly laid street, the residents can now
enjoy peace of mind.
The new storm drains have already had a positive impact.
The deluge of rain on April 18, 2015, caused flooding in many
areas. The Meyerland area of Millbury, Runnymeade and Doud
did not flood.
Section 7 and 8 South have survived the construction project.
There are new storm water drains, sewer drains, water lines,
larger street drains and newly laid streets on Runnymeade,
Millbury and Doud. Twenty new light poles were installed
May 13 and 14. New sidewalks and sod will be laid by May 27.
The street leveling has given the streets the appearance of being
wider. Thank you City of Houston, Rebuild Houston and SER.

JUNE

is Junk Waste Collection Month

Wednesday, June 10th
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What Can Your Association Do for You?
By Elizabeth Black Berry

What is your MCIA Board going to do for you this year? How can we improve upon
Meyerland’s reputation, property values, community morale and the standard of living for you,
your family, and in some cases, your tenants? As 2015-2016 MCIA President, I am addressing
many of these questions in my first few months of office. It is quickly becoming apparent
that although each one of us signed documents at the purchase or rental of our Meyerland
home and acknowledged that we live in a deed restricted community, the majority of us are
not clear about the governing rules, regulations and policies and why they exist. The Board
will work hard to continue educating our community through www.meyerland.net, articles
in the Meyerlander Monthly, live programs and email blasts to inform you of your rights and
duties as a Meyerland resident.
Top Five Concerns of Residents:
1. Security
2. Outdated Deed Restrictions that do not serve our changing community
3. Building and Remodeling Policies, Rules, Requirements, and Prohibitions
4. Deteriorating Sidewalks and Driveways
5. Home maintenance rules and restrictions
Top Five Ways your MCIA Board is addressing these concerns:
We are working closely with Precinct 5 and Houston Police Department and communicating
issues to our residents.
We are undertaking a complete overhaul of our Deed Restrictions.
We are writing policies to address maintenance, nuisance, vegetation, vehicle and other
common issues and communicating them to the residents.
We are working with City, County and other entities to provide safe, cost-effective, attractive
sidewalks, driveways and common areas.
We are relying more on you, the homeowner, to report possible significant Deed Restriction
violations to our MCIA staff, and enabling all of our Directors to visit with their Section’s
constituents when issues arise.
Other positive happenings in 2015-2016:
We are trying to find a suitable area for a Meyerland community garden.
We are working with N4NN (Neighbor for Neighbor Network) to communicate to our
senior residents how they can safely and gracefully “age in place” in their home in Meyerland.
The bi-annual fall festival, Afternoon in the Park, is tentatively set for Sunday, October 25,
2015 at Godwin Park.
We are planning coffee talks with residents on various “hot topics.”
We are working with city and HISD officials to remedy the parking and traffic issues at
some of our area schools.
We are gathering accurate phone and email information for every homeowner and tenant
in Meyerland so that we can better communicate with and serve you.
Would you like to get involved as a Meyerland volunteer? If yes, come by our office or send
us an email at office@meyerland.net with the following information:
I can help with:
• Compiling a Meyerland Directory
• Registration table check-in at events
• Visit with residents in your Section regarding any concerns they have and proposed
Deed Restriction
• Other (please briefly describe)
Please provide us with your email address (even if you are leasing a home in Meyerland) and
best phone numbers for each adult living in the home.
Copyright © 2015 Peel, Inc.
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Home Prices
by Joyce Young
It was a good year for Meyerland
home prices in 2014. The median home
taxable value was $316,700. These
values are based on the appraisal district
records and not on sales price. However,
according to the Houston Association
of Realtors records, the selling price per
square foot for Meyerland homes was
$184.85 which showed an increase of
11% from 2013 and a 26% increase
since 2010.
As of May 10, 2015 there were 21
active listings with an average sales price
of $664,971. In the previous 12 months
there were 105 homes sold in Meyerland
with an average sales price of $522,320.
Currently there are 2.4 months of
inventory, which is the number of
months it will take to deplete the current
active inventory based on the prior 12
months of sales activity.
The median age of the homes in
Meyerland is 55 years and averages 2,477
square feet. Its convenient location to
downtown, the Medical Center and
the Galleria, along with its easy access
to freeways, makes the Meyerland
neighborhood a prized piece of real
estate. This is evidenced by the increase
in home values on the tax rolls as well as
consistent increases in sales price each
year.
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GREEN GRID HOUSTON!
by Elizabeth Black Berry and Gerda Gomez

Ms. Roksan Okan-Vick, Executive Director of Houston Parks Board
(HPB), spoke at the Brays Bayou Association meeting on April 20,
2015 at The Gathering Place. She described Bayou Greenways 2020
as a $220,000,000 public-private project scheduled for completion in
2020. The project will connect 150 miles of parks and trails along ten
Houston bayous, including Brays Bayou. When completed, the project
will continuously connect trails and parks from downtown Houston
to the city limits, thereby reducing traffic, improving air quality and
providing physical fitness opportunities. Bayou Greenways 2020
includes a maintenance commitment from the City of Houston (COH)
for eighty years. Since June 4, 2014 HPB has mowed the bayous and
removed trash that collects from the streets and sewers and drains into
the bayous.
In 2011 HPB, COH and CenterPoint Energy (CNP) signed an
agreement to allow trails on the CNP easements. A law enacted in 2013
allows hike and bike trails to be built in the utility’s right of ways. A
donation of $1,500,000 was made by CNP for a major trail corridor
project along its easement from Sims Bayou to Cambridge Village Park.
This pilot project will break ground soon.
Bayou Greenways 2020 is a template for the Green Grid network that

will connect the bayous to communities. The Green Grid will include rail
corridors, road right of ways and/or tributary and drainage ditches. The
Green Grid plan for these greenways will require an urban planner and
project leader, a coalition of partners, and input from the communities
it will serve. Following a 9-12 month study to begin in June 2015, a
blueprint will be developed. Topics to be addressed during planning
include acquisition of additional land, crossings over streets and rail lines,
closing of tributary ditches and long term maintenance. HPB has applied
to a philanthropic foundation for funding the trail connections. They
hope to receive a response in the near future.
Safety along the trails is a concern and according to Okan-Vick, studies
indicate that the more a trail is used the less potential there is for crime.
Bike trail patrols are a consideration but are costly. Maintenance workers
wear uniforms for identification by hikers and bikers.
In addition to the Green Grid project, COH concurrently has other
initiatives for increased greenways and bike and hike trails including COH
Master Plan, Houston Master Bike Plan, Parks Master Plan, and Super
Neighborhoods. As Houston becomes more dense there is an increasing
awareness of the importance of bayous, trails, and parks for quality of life
and recreational purposes.

YOUR BACK OR NECK PAIN IS UNIQUE TO YOU.
SHOULDN’T YOUR TREATMENT BE, TOO?
At Houston Methodist, our team of world-class specialists uses leading-edge
imaging, surgical and rehabilitative technologies to diagnose and treat your back
and neck pain. Our comprehensive approach delivers an individualized treatment
plan using proven, best-in-class methods. Whether your pain is new or decades
old, we have the technology and expertise to help you rebuild strength and lead
you on your personal journey to living a pain-free life.
For more information or to schedule an
appointment, visit houstonmethodist.org
or call 713.790.3333.
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Meyerland Area School Rankings
by Joyce Young

The 2015 public school rankings compiled by the nonprofit,
Children at Risk, were recently posted in the Houston Chronicle.
The ranking included 870 elementary schools, 314 middle schools
and 163 high schools. The biggest factors in the formula were
based largely on student performance on State exams in reading
and math. Other factors included socioeconomic performance,
i.e., campuses were given credit for helping low-income students
succeed academically. The schools were also evaluated on the gains
made by students on the STAAR reading and math tests from the
previous year. High schools were judged on their graduation rates,
college entrance exam scores, along with the number of students
taking Advanced Placement and International Baccalaureate
exams and their passing rates.
Meyerland’s three elementary schools fared very well with Kolter,
Lovett and Herod placing 45th, 120th and 167th, respectively.

Copyright © 2015 Peel, Inc.

Kolter received an “A+” rating, while Lovett and Herod both
received an “A” rating. Of the 314 middle schools, Pershing
Middle School ranked 101 and received a “B+” rating. Johnston
Middle School with an economically disadvantaged population
of 64% received a “B” rating and placed 120th. Fondren Middle
School with a 91.7% economically disadvantaged student
population placed 302nd and received an “F” rating. Bellaire
High School received an “A+” rating and placed 22nd in the
rankings. Bellaire High School has a graduation rate of 81.1%.
In general, the schools zoned to Meyerland have an excellent
reputation and high education marks which makes Meyerland a
much sought after neighborhood in which to live.
Editor’s Note - Meyerland Section 10 is zoned to Fondren Middle
School and homes on the north side of Beechnut are zoned to Pershing
Middle School. All other sections are zoned to Johnston Middle School.
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by Madeleine Appel, Chair,
N4NN Founders Committee and Meyerland neighbor
Senior alert! Neighbors4Neighbors Network (N4NN) is
recruiting members and volunteers! Neighbors4Neighbors
Network is a village without walls whose boundaries fall
within Zip Code 77096 and include all of Meyerland. It
is a non-profit, non-sectarian community service program
of Jewish Family Service with day-to-day operations guided
by N4NN members. Its goals are to enable older adults
to remain in their own homes as they age with the help of
neighborhood volunteers and to promote a vital, caring
neighborhood.
One phone call will give members access to volunteers
who can climb ladders, change light bulbs and smoke
detector batteries, walk pets, take out and bring in garbage
cans, watch your house, help with electronic device issues
or transport members to medical appointments or grocery
shopping (through affiliations with Volunteer Interfaith
Caregivers and J Rides sponsored by the Jewish Community
Center). That one phone call will also provide access to social
events and programs and classes in members’ homes. It will
also give members access to a list of preferred providers when
professionals rather than volunteers are needed to do the job.
Annual membership fees are $300 for an individual and
$500 per household. Members must live within the 77096
boundaries and be age 50 or older. Members can also be
volunteers, but volunteers do not have to be members.
There are no age or geographic limitations on volunteers.
Volunteers from within the village boundaries promote the
goal of creating a caring neighborhood.
Contact N4NN at 832-998-N4NN (6466), info@
N4NN.org or at www.N4NN.org.
N4NN is part of a national movement of villages that
enable seniors to age in place/remain in their own homes
and is the first of its kind in Houston. It is a pilot project
that will hopefully be replicated in neighborhoods around
the city.

Copyright © 2015 Peel, Inc.
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NEW PRECINCT
5 WEBSITE
by the MCIA Office

The Harris County Precinct 5 Constables have launched
a new website. Information for Meyerland can be found at
http://www.constablepct5.com/meyerland/. The first page
shows any recent criminal activity in the area. Under the
“Programs” tab, visitors will find a list of safety services for
adults, children, and teens. This includes free home inspections
and classes in computer and gaming safety, identity theft and
cyber safety.
Another exciting initiative that Precinct 5 offers is the
ability to receive text, tablet or email message alerts in real
time with details of the incident. We thank the Precinct 5
Constable Deputies for continuing to enhance their service
to our community.
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Annual Meeting
2015 Sponsors
We would like to acknowledge and thank the following companies
for their generous donations for this year’s Annual Meeting:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

AT&T Meyerland
Bath & Body Works
Beck’s Prime
Belden’s Supermarket
Berripop
Bikram Yoga
Café Express
Chick-Fil-A
Claire’s Fashion Jewelry
Darque Tan
Dress Barn
Edible Arrangements
Egg & I Restaurant
Elaine’s Florist
European Wax
Fadi’s Mediterranean Grill

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Kirkland’s
La Madeleine
Lane Bryant
Los Tios Mexican Restaurant
Martha Turner Sotheby’s - Brena
Moglovkin and Terry Cominsky
Massage Envy
Mattress Firm
Smoothie King
The Children’s Place
Vonnie Cobb Realtors
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Annual Meeting
2015 Sponsors
Chief Heap of the Harris County Precinct 5’s Constables office
explains the many new opportunities residents now have to further
protect themselves from crime.

Many residents attended to learn more about the activities of the MCIA
over the past year, the Brays Bayou improvement plan, the Precinct 5
new features, to hear who was elected to the board and of course to win
one the many items the MCIA was giving to some lucky attendees.

CLOSETS | GARAGE | MURPHY BEDS | HOME OFFICE
Residents were greeted at check-in as they
entered the MCIA Annual Meeting

Get Garage Storage for Father’s Day!

713.688.8808 | SPACEMANAGER.COM
Owned by a Meyerland Resident since 1999!
Copyright © 2015 Peel, Inc.

President Jim Walters awards his “President’s Award for the Most
Outstanding Director” to Section 6 Director, Elizabeth Black Berry
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MEYERLAND

Transfers
IAH
HOBBY

713-339-4088
executransport@gmail.com
Towncar transfers to and from IAH and Hobby

WANTED:
Pretty Pet Photos
by the MCIA Publications Committee
We are seeking adorable photos of Meyerland pets (with
or without human family members included) to feature on
the cover of an upcoming Meyerlander Monthly issue. If you
would like to nominate your furry friend, please send a photo
to meyerlander@meyerland.net, Subject: Cover Photo. Please
provide the pet’s name, owner’s full name, and any other
interesting tidbits you would like to share.

WHY CHOOSE OUR SERVICES?

713.778.1476

We offer online billing and accept
all credit cards
We have balanced billing maintenance plans for carefree automated service
We customize each maintenance
plan to match the clients budget
and goals

www.AustinLandscaping.net

Our landscape designs are hardy,
lush, and professional and our
pricing is competitive
Our managers are native, degreed &
experienced with local landscapes

Lawn Care
Average mow price in your area is only $30.00 for weekly and $35.00 for biweekly service!
2007 Recipient of Mayoral Honorable Mention Award, Keep Houston Beautiful
MeyerlanderMonthly
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The Value of Sleep for Children and Teens
Shelley Coleman M.A., L.P.C.-S.

As important as food and water, sleep is vital to your well-being. And,
if you are a parent, research shows that your children are not getting the
sleep they need. According to the National Sleep Foundation, children
(ages 6-13) require 9-11 hours of sleep per night and adolescents (ages
13-18) require 9-10 hours per night. A recent study from the Centers for
Disease Control found that 31% of teens get 8 hours or less of sleep per
night and most school age children are getting 8.5 hours.
For growing brains and bodies, not getting enough sleep can have
consequences on school and relationships. Teens and children can have
difficulty concentrating when sleep deprived. And, according to the
Sleep Disorder’s Center, approximately 1,550 people are killed annually
in crashes related to drowsy driving. Often, these crashes are caused by
young people under the age of 25.
On the contrary, quality sleep has been linked to improved attention,
better mental health, and lower risk of obesity. In recognizing the
importance of quality sleep, parents can help children establish healthy
sleep habits at an early age. If healthy sleep hygiene is established in
adolescents, those habits can carry into adulthood.
Healthy sleep habits for teens and children include:
• a set bedtime and wake time that does not vary by more than 2 hours

Copyright © 2015 Peel, Inc.

on the weekend
• a relaxing bedtime routine such as reading for teens or story time for
children
• no “exciting” activities at bedtime such as jumping or wrestling for
children or computer games for teens
• daily exercise
• healthy diet
• no caffeine after 4 PM
If you think your teen or child may have a sleep issue, there are common
symptoms you may notice. For adolescents, parents may have difficulty
waking them in the morning or observe that their teen is irritable in the
early afternoon. Children may require excessive “help” falling asleep, wake
many times during the night, or cause their parents to lose sleep. While
these symptoms are usually easily addressed by improving sleep habits,
more severe symptoms should be addressed with the help of a pediatrician
or behavior specialist.
As parents, the value that we place on sleep is a big influence on our
children’s attitude toward sleep. Fortunately, there are a lot of practical
steps we can take to help our children get the sleep they need. There are too
many benefits of good sleep for our teens and children to miss out on them.
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FOUR-LINED PLANT BUGS

Four-lined plant bugs are brightly colored. Nymphs (immatures) are
red while older nymphs start to have wing pads with yellow and black
stripes. Adults have fully developed wings that are yellow and black striped.
Adults look similar to, and may be mistaken for, striped cucumber beetles.
These insects have piercing-sucking mouthparts which they use to suck
out plant juices. The plant bugs suck out chlorophyll and leave a "window"
between the upper and lower epidermis of the leaf. Damage appears as
white, dark or translucent spots of foliage and is sometimes mistaken for
fungal damage. Feeding may also cause curling and browning. Fortunately,
damage is mostly cosmetic, but if you are trying to eat the foliage of the
damaged plant it may become a problem.

The insects feed on a wide variety of hosts, including fruits and
vegetables, annuals and perennials and woody plants. When disturbed,
the insects are fairly good at hiding. They either crawl to the underside
of the leaves or drop to the ground to hide among foliage.
If you feel the need to manage these insects, try insecticidal soap. If
that doesn't work, you can try azadirachtin (neem- concentrate, not oil;
it's getting too hot to use oil formulations) or pyrethrins. If that doesn't
work then try a residual contact product.
For more information or help with identification, contact Wizzie
Brown, Texas AgriLife Extension Service Program Specialist at
512.854.9600. Check out my blog at www.urban-ipm.blogspot.
com.
The information given herein is for educational purposes only.
Reference to commercial products or trade names is made with
the understanding that no discrimination is intended and no
endorsement by Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service or the Texas
A&M AgriLife Research is implied. Extension programs serve people
of all ages regardless of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age,
disability, genetic information or veteran status.

SURROUNDINGS THAT FIT YOUR LIFE
CUSTOM
HOME
BUILDER

DREAM KITCHENS
BATHS
SUMMER KITCHENS

FAMILY OWNED

CUSTOM
REMODELER

MASTER SUITES
AND COMPLETE
RENOVATIONS

AND

BUILD ON
YOUR
OWN LOT

OPERATED SINCE 1955

713.723.3212
CALL US FOR A COMPLIMENTARY QUOTE

WWW.SCHULTZCUSTOMHOMES.COM
INFO@ SCHULTZCUSTOMHOMES.COM
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Amy Bernstein

Leora Kahn

Judy Levin

713.932.1032 x 148

713.826.9109

713.204.8807

abernstein@BernsteinRealty.com

lkahn@BernsteinRealty.com

jlevin@BernsteinRealty.com

Scott Minchen

Laura Perlman

Sondra Rosenthal

Mindy Tribolet

sminchen@BernsteinRealty.com

lperlman@BernsteinRealty.com

srosenthal@BernsteinRealty.com

mtribolet@BernsteinRealty.com

713.213.6829

281.796.1798

713.870.3790

713.502.5915

For a real estate experience that will exceed your expectations,
please contact us. We look forward to being of service to you!

Your home. Our expertise.
713.932.1032

www.BernsteinRealty.com
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