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Highland Park Elementary
Bond Construction

Highland Park Elementary is a lovely school in a beautiful park-
like setting. But it is over 60 years old, and that means periodically
major maintenance is needed. Fortunately, the school received
bond money from the district to fix 2 key issues: improving the
drainage on the property so that water is channeled away from the
building instead of collecting underneath it, and to make related
structural improvements. At the same time, we'll gain some exciting
new improvements to the school: a brand new building that will
house our computer lab and a complete renovation of our library.
Demolition and construction began the second week of June, after
school finished for the year.

FINAL RESULTS:

* New 1000 square foot building, a multipurpose room that will
be used as a computer lab

* Library renovation, including adding previous computer lab
space, new book casing, furniture, carpet, HVAC, and overall layout

* Rebuilt and upgraded south gym wall with corridor attached

* Rebuilt exterior main hallway walls and roof

* Creation of extensive underground drainage system and drip
irrigation system

* Repaved staff parking lots

* Addition of pavers with bike racks

INFORMATION FORTHE COMMUNITY:

* Safety is of the highest importance!

* All construction workers have completed background checks
and drug tests.

* Access to the park and playground will likely be limited through
Highland Park campus during all bond work through the summer.

* All construction work during next school year will be completed
after school hours, but all machinery and fencing will be there, as

needed.

A History of Highland
Park West

by Leo W, Lirtle

The Republic of Texas era (1836-1845) recognized five land grants
for property that would one day become Highland Park West. The
land went through a series of owners in the 1800s, and the Int'l and
Great Northern Railroad was granted a right-of-way in 1876.

In 1900, Charles Thiele bought all of the land that would later
become Highland Park West except for a small tract owned by Franz
Fiset. Fiset sold his land in 1928 to Lawrence McCarty, who built a
small store near the present-day Randalls.

Thiele owned the "McGary House", built in 1859, which still
stands on Bull Creek Rd. His farm grew corn and cotton, and

A map of the original Texas land grants in the
Highland Park West area

provided pasture for cattle. Thiele briefly ran a failed "silk plantation”
in 1918.

Mount Bonnell to the east was a popular spot in early 1920s with
folks driving their Model T's to the summit for weekend picnics.

(Continued on Page 2)
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Highland Park West Balcones Area

IMPORTANT NUMBERS

Austin Citywide Information Center. 974-2000 or 311

Emergency Police.....ccoeeeevniiiiiiniiiiiiniiiiienniieeene 911
Non-emergency Police (coyote sighting, etc.)......... 311
Social Services (during work hours)........c.coocveeen. 211

Wildlife Rescue 24 Hour Hot Line ...... 210-698-1709
APD REP. - Officer Darrell Grayson ..... 512-974-5242
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SECRETARY
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NEWSLETTER EDITOR

Laura Jones......ccoeevveenueeneenecnnennes newsletter@hpwbana.org
BOARD MEMBER

Brandon McBride........cccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie
MiKe DIESOM vttt ettt sne e e
Chereen Fisher ...
Pieter Sysbesma .....coueuevveuirieinieiniiiniircicceee e
Jason Lindenschmidt.......coueeuerienieniiiieiiiiiiiiiseeeeee

board@hpwbana.org

The HPWBANA Board meets on the first Monday of each
month except December. Please go to HPWBANA.org for our
current meeting location or contact president@HPWBANA.org,

HWPBANA is bordered on the north by 2222, on the south
by 35th St., on the west by Mt. Bonnell Rd., and on the east
by MoPac and by Bull Creek Rd. between Hancock Dr. and
45th St. Mail your membership dues to HPWBANA, PO. Box
26101, Austin, Texas 78755

ADVERTISING INFO

Please support the businesses that advertise in the
HPWBANA Newsletter. Their advertising dollars make
it possible for all residents to receive a newsletter at no
charge. No neighborhood association funds are used to
produce or mail the newsletters. If you would like to
support the newsletter by advertising, please contact
Peel, Inc. Sales Office at 512-263-9181 or advertising@
PEELinc.com for ad information and pricing.

(Continued from Cover Page)

During the Prohibition Era (1920-1933), the Austin-Burnet Road
(now Hancock Drive) provided access to moonshine stills in the
hills northwest of Austin. A thriving cedar yard graced the south side
of the Austin-Burnet Road in the 1920s and the Austin Memorial
Cemetery started with a handful of graves about 1925.

The Austin-Burnet Road (now known as Hancock) in
1944. The road entering from the left is Bull Creek

Much of the land was leased in the 1920s for a dairy, with
Swedish, Italian, Hispanic, and African-American families living on
the property. From 1939 to 1944, Thiele's son leased five acres just
south of the cedar yard for a quarry that provided millons of tons of
crushed stone to a growing Austin. The Jimmie Burr Riding School
and Horse Stables operated just north of Hancock and west of the
railroad in the late 1940s.

By 1945, Mr. Edgar Howard Perry, Jr. bought the land in the area,
and incorporated the Highland Park West Development Co., which
divided the land into the present configuration.

Home building started near Hancock and Valley Oak in 1948,
with prices in the $10,000 to $20,000 range. In 1952, Balcones was
cut through to 38th St.

Highland Park Elementary school was started in 1952, followed
by the park that now bears Edgar H. Perry's name.

The Highland Park shopping center started in the mid-50's with a
grocery store, pharmacy, dry cleaners, Winns, and a hamburger joint
called "Keko's". Mopac was built in 1976, and Crenshaw's came to
Fairview Drive in 1984.

The Conoco gas station on the corner of Balcones and Hancock
in 1966. Note the price of gas was 28.9 cents per gallon.
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THE SMITH TEAM

Smart. Service. Sold.
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Interested in selling? Call me today!
| have buyers waiting to purchase a home
in our neighborhood.  jENNIFER sMITH

REALTOR®, GRI, CLHMS

512.532.5550

kw jennifer@smartservicesold.com

www.smartservicesold.com
KELLERWILLIAMS., @@ s ]
REALTY smartservicesold.blogspot.com
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Rebecca’s Listings

3404 Cascadera Drive
3 Bedrooms, 3.5 Bathrooms, 0.36 Acre, 3 Car Garage
Offered for $1,100,000
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| REALTY, LLC

512-694-2191
Rebecca@RebeccaGetsResults.com

Importance of Buyer
Representation

By Rebecca Wolfe Spratlin

If you are able to find a home you want to buy...why in the world
would you need a Realtor to represent you in the purchase of that
home? Seems like a logical question, until you consider the many ways
a Realtor can help you.

Your buyer’s agent can help you find the best home, even if it's not on
the market. Agents who work in your neighborhood know the neighbors
and have inside knowledge of the community, and almost ALWAYS
know of homes that are coming on the market soon...and also those
homes that people are thinking about selling, but are just waiting for
the right offer to come along,

The help of the buyers” agent will rarely cost you a dime because your
agent’s commission is paid by the seller. Some buyers think that instead
of paying the buyer’s agent commission, the seller will reduce the price
by the typical commission rate. This may be true in some rare cases, but
in many cases the buyer’s agent commission is kept by the selling agent.
Why? Because if the buyer has no agent, it falls on the selling agent to
do most of the work that would typically be done by the buyer’s agent.

Have your own agent show you homes. The selling agent is
representing the seller and is REQUIRED to pass along to the seller
any information and impressions they gather from you. In other cases,
seller agents won't show their own listings, unless they know the buyers,
due to security issues.

Many times buyers think they know the value of homes in an area of
interest, but in most cases they are getting only part of the information,
inaccurate information and don’ have access to the same data as Realtors
have. There is real value in having a Realtor provide a professional price
opinion.

Finding the right home to buy is really just the beginning of the
home buying process. From that point on the Buyer’s agent’s work really
begins, including;

* Advising buyers on the offer price, as well as recommending other
terms that will be attractive to the sellers. This is CRITICAL when you
are competing with other buyers in multiple offer situations.

* Preparing offers, contracts and all the addenda and amendments
required based on the transaction terms, age of home, location of home
and numerous other details.

* Negotiate the original sale price as well as subsequent amendments
and changes in terms that are most beneficial to the buyer.

* Work with buyers to get the general inspections and any subsequent
inspections done prior to the end of the buyers’ option periods.

* Preview the final closing statement to ensure it is accurate and
complies with the contractual terms.

* Attends the closing with the buyer to ensure all goes smoothly and
the ownership transfers without incident.

The more competitive the housing market is, the more buyers need
representation. If you don't know of a really good, experienced agent in
your neighborhood, ask your neighbors for referrals and interview two
or three Realtors. Ask each Realtor for referrals from clients they have
represented as their buyers’ agent. When investing in one of your largest
assets, it is always advisable to have an experienced professional on your side.
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July Nature Notes
Birds in the Summer Heat

By Peter English

If you are bird flying around in the hot Texas sun, you better
have a good way to stay cool. Even if you're just sitting under a
bush you still better have some tricks up your sleeve because like
many animals, birds cannot sweat.

Birds have some really special problems when it comes to
staying cool. At normal body temperatures of right around 110
degrees, they are especially susceptible to heat damage. If their
body temperature goes up just another 5 to 8 degrees, they can be
killed by the heat.

So why would birds have such high body temperatures? Because
it gives them an advantage in staying alive, and that advantage is
that their muscle strength is about 3 times that of animals with
lower body temperatures and their nerve conduction is just under
twice as fast. And birds need both of these things to be able to fly!
Birds are really strong and also really quick to react, both of which
are necessary if you are going to fly around at anywhere from 30-
280 mph (and remember that bird that you thought almost flew
into you while you were walking down the street - the bird was
totally in control and to the bird you looked like you were moving
in slow motion).

So what about a bird flying around Austin in the summer sun?
Think of a dark colored Turkey Vulture out flying above your house
in full sunlight. It is putting its muscles to use, which generates heat,
yet keeping its body temperature relatively constant. Even though
birds cannot sweat on the outside, they can still use evaporation to
cool on the inside and that is how they solve their heat problem.
Air sacs are scattered throughout the bird’s body, in some cases
located within large muscles and in some larger birds even the
inside of wing bones. These are strategically placed not only to
aid in respiration, but also to take away heat by allowing internal
cooling in all the places generating heat.

So that vulture is doing just fine with the heat, but if you want
to think of it sweating on the inside as much as you are sweating
on the outside that would be just fine. Got a question? Drop me
a note at hpwbana.birds@gmail.com
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HEALTHY SMILES
ARE OUR SPECIALTY

WHY OUR PATIENTS LOVE US:
Empowering you to play an active role in your
child's dental health.

Compassionate, individual patient care for your
child's needs.

Enjoy a dental team focused on creating a
positive dental experience for you and your child.

Utilitzation of the most recent technology.

You are invited to stay with your child through the

entire appointment.
Menton this and receive
550 off New Patient
cleaning, fuoride and axam’
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Monthly payment options
available, including no
interest financing

CALL TODAY!
(512) 454-6936

STEPHEN SHERWOOD, DS

f Visit www.DrSherwood.net
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Highland Park West Balcones Area

TENNIS COWRT WPDATE

The Friends of Perry Park worked with PARD and our local
tennis community to resurface the two tennis courts this summer
at Perry Park. The work was completed in mid-June by CourTex
Construction.

These courts were last resurfaced in early 2000 so this was a very
much needed project. The surface will be for medium speed play
and faint blended quickstart lines will be added to the courts for
our younger tennis players. We are glad to report that the Friends
of Perry Park was awarded an Austin Park Foundation Austin City

STEVFE’S PLUMBING
REPAIR

* Water Pressure Problems
* Sewer & Drain Service
* Fiber Optic Drain
Line Inspections
* Free Estimates
« Satisfaction Guaranteed

Steve Brougher

512.276.7476

Master License: M-39722

2605 Buell Ave

Limits grant to fund a major part of the work. The community
has fundraised for the matching $2000.

Many thanks go out to Dave Woods for all his hard work on
this project. He brought the project to the Friends of Perry Park
last summer and was the real point of contact for making it
happen, including gathering all the data for the grant applications,
fundraising, and working with the contractor. Thank you so
much, Coach Woods!

Your Business

Zhe! -
888.687.6444

6  The HPWBANA News - July 2015

Copyright © 2015 Peel, Inc.



Highland Park West Balcones Area

MounT BONNELL
MONUMENT
RESTORATION

The on-site phase of the Frank Covert, Sr. monument
restoration atop Mount Bonnell began June 10th and was
scheduled to be completed by July 3rd. The existing cage
was replaced by a fence during that phase of the work. The
work wasdone by Catherine Williams, Silver Lining Art
Conservation, and Matthew Johnson, Bartlett Stone Company.

The project so far has been a huge success.

The conservation team has assembled all the pieces of the
monument and was on site in June mortaring cracks and carving
replacement pieces. The project is funded in part through a
grant from the Texas Historical Commission.

The restoration team works on repairing the Covert
Monument on top of Mount Bonnell.

The Covert Monument restoration team.

At no time will any source be allowed to use the HPWBANA Newsletter
contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in
any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for
the purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political
campaigns, or other self amplification, under penalty of law without written
or expressed permission from the HPWBANA and Peel, Inc. The information
in the HPWBANA Newsletter is exclusively for the private use of HPWBANA
Neighborhood residents only.

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of
their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its
employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in
articles submitted by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for
the advertising content with this publication. All warranties and representations
made in the advertising content are solely that of the advertiser and any such
claims regarding its content should be taken up with the advertiser.

* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of
such advertising.

* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the
publisher assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or
typographical mistakes, except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated
above or in the case of misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.

* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any
other liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely

manner, except as limited to liabilities stated above.

David Rey

3702 Jefferson St.
Austin, TX 78731
512-459-9525
512-567-0644 Cell
Halircuts]

Nedk Sheves
Beard Malntenanea
Head Sheve W/ Rezer
Strelght Rezer Sheve
Dalre Rezer Sheve & Ffaee Massge

iflekren Are Weleome

SPOTS

SPORTMAN'S
BARBER SHOP

Mopac Expressway/

Tues - Fri 7am - 6pm | Sat 7am - 1pm | Appt are Available for Shave/Haircuts
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The best ways to

improve your home’s Trey McWhorter
REALTOR®

curb appeal are the 512-480-0848 x 116 ofc

most obvious ones.

512-808-7129 cell
trey.mcwhorter@moreland.com
www.moreland.com

It doesn’t make a lot of sense
to add ornamental flowers if Our intimate knowledge of Austin’s

| . I dd d best properties has helped thousands
your lawn s yellow an eaa. of people make Austin their home for

A new door knocker won't do over 26 years.

Trey McWhorter
512-808-7129

much if your home’s paint is
chipped and falling off. Taking a
nice long look at your house will
make it clear what project you
should tackle first.

For a personal, no-obligation consultation on your GHRISIIES

home’s market value, give me a calil.

LUXURY PORT/OLIO

INTERNATIONAL"
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