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The Tarrytown Newsletter is
a monthly newsletter mailed
to all Tarrytown residents.
Each newsletter is filled with
valuable information about the
community, local area activities,
school information, and more.

If you are involved with
a school group, play group,
scouts, sports team, social group,
etc., and would like to submit
an article for the newsletter,

you can do so online at @
PEELinc.com|. Personal news

(announcements, accolades/
honors/ celebrations, etc.) are
also welcome as long as they are
from area residents.

GO GREEN! Subscribe via
Peelinc.com to have an email
sent to you with a link to a
PDF of the newsletter, or have
an email sent to you instead of
having a newsletter mailed to
you!
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Items Wanted for Charity
Garage & Estate Sale

Submitted by Andi Kelly

The unloved, outgrown items in your house
and garage can help children have a better life.

The Settlement Home for Children, an Austin
nonprofit that has been helping individuals with
histories of severe trauma, abuse or neglect for 99
years, is ramping up efforts for the 40th Annual
Charity Garage & Estate Sale. We are looking
for new or gently used items to sell at our charity
sale. We accept furniture, art, rugs, jewelry,

sporting goods, home decor, holiday decorations
and more. Donations can be dropped off at the
warehouse at 1600 Payton Gin Road on Mondays
from 9 a.m. to noon or contact the free Pickup
Hotline at 512-448-5302.

The Settlement Home’s famous Preview Party is
Thursday, November 5 at Palmer Events Center.
Tickets are on sale at www.settlementhome.
org. General sale days are Friday, November 6 —
Sunday, November 8. All proceeds benefit The
Settlement Home. This year’s event chairs are
Nancy Wade, Debbie Simons and Betty Jo Harris.
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IMPORTANT NUMBERS

EMERGENCY NUMBERS

EMERGENCY ...ttt e e eevee e 911
Fare oo 911
AmDbBUIANCE ....ceviieiiciieiecee e 911
Police Department .......coeecevevueereniccruennennnen 512-975-5000
Sheriff — Non-Emergency ........cccccocveieininnnnnnee 512-974-0845
Animal Services Office......c.ccooevieiieciiiiiciieieccie e, 311
SCHOOLS
Austin ISD ..oeviiiiiiiececeeeeeeee e 512-533-6000
Casis Elementary School ........ccccoeevcnieuinnnee. 512-414-2062
O. Henry Middle School.........c.ccccccceeuenncnee. 512-414-3229
Austin High School........c..cccccoiiinii 512-414-2505
UTILITIES
City of AUSTIN.c..eeveeeerieieerieieeeeeceeeeenes 512-494-9400
Texas Gas Service

CUSLOM SEIVICE ...uvveieerrreeereeeeireeeeerreeeanns 1-800-700-2443

Emergencies........coeeveenueenenueineniecsiennenns 512-370-8609

Call Before You Dig....coveeevveieinienincnnenennnee 512-472-2822
Grande CommuNications .........ocveeeveeeeveeeneenns 512-220-4600
AT&T

INEW SEIVICE ...vvevverreereereereereereeeeceeireereenens 1-800-464-7928

ReEPAUL .t 1-800-246-8464

Billing..c.coveveerieieinieiecnieiccnieccseccee 1-800-858-7928
Time Warner Cable

CUStOMEr SEIVICE . ..vivverrerriereereereeneererenenss 512-485-5555

ReEPAULS..veueeuiieieiiieiiiniccccecteccceeeae 512-485-5080

Austin/Travis County Hazardous Waste ......... 512-974-4343

OTHER NUMBERS

Ausitn City Hall.....ccoooooiiininiiiiin, 512-974-7849
Ausitn City Manager........cccoceeveeeeeneceuenuencnn. 512-974-2200
Austin Police Dept (Non Emergency)............. 512-974-5000
Austin Fire Dept (Non Emergency)................ 512-974-0130
Austin Parks and Recreation Dept.................. 512-974-6700
Austin Resources Recoovery ........cccoeecevueneencn. 512-494-9400
Austin Transportation Dept.......c.coceveeerucnencn. 512-974-1150
Municipal Court .....coeceveveeerenieineneecnreeenes 512-974-4800
Post OffICe....euveueriiiiiiieieicieseceeeeeeia 512-2478-7043
City of Austin.....cccccoveueeereennrecnnenene. www.Austin Texas.gov

NEWSLETTER PUBLISHER

Peel, TC. teeeeeee e e e e e e 512-263-9181
EditoOr.c..cveinieuieniecnieicinieecneeeee tarrytown@peelinc.com
AdvVertising........ccoeeveveeirieerineneinnes hdvertising@peelinc.com

ADVERTISING INFO

Please support the advertisers that make Tarryown News
possible. If you are interested in advertising, please contact
our sales office at 512-263-9181 or advertising@peelinc.com.
The advertising deadline is the 8th of the month prior to the
issue.

ARTICLE INFO

The Tarrytown News is mailed monthly to all Tarrytown

residents. Residents, community groups, churches, etc. are
welcome to include information about their organizations in
the newsletter. Personal news for the Stork Report, Teenage
Job Seekers, recipes, special celebrations, and birthday
announcements are also welcome.

To submit an article for The Tarrytown News please email
it to tarryrown@peelinc.com. The deadline is the 15th of the
month prior to the issue.

edéessée

"NOW

HIRING

Advertising Sales
Representatlve

i.i.opt;

iotoopto

Description: The position includes marketing our community
newsletters to local and area businesses. It is a flexible position
that allows you to work from home and set your own hours.

Roles: Stimulate new advertising accounts in our community
newsletters. Maintain current accounts assigned to you by
Sales Manager. Service your accounts by assisting them from
ad design to final proof approval.

Skills: Excellent communication through email and phone, with
high level presentation and relationship-building skills. Strong
prospecting and business development skills are a must. Previous
sales experience preferred but not required.

Benefits: Commission Based @

Apply by sending resume to jobs eelinc.com
pply by ing resu jobs@peeli PEEL, INC.
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600d BJE SUMMET....
[EII0 fall!

Champions Gymnastics & Cheer is closing out its last summer
camp and then it is off to the races as kids are back to school!

From Super Hero and Splash days to CCA cheer and tumbling
camps, Champions located at the West Austin Youth Association is
in full swing!

What a great summer! We have had the best summer in our 20
years! Loved having all our returning campers and staff as well as
meeting our new Champion friends! Cant wait to see you all back
in the fall. Thanks for a great summer 2015!

For more information go to ChampionsTX.com and select the
Lake Travis location, email office@championslaketravis.com or call

512-970-8838 for more information on classes, teams, birthdays
and parent night outs to come.

(Pictures Continued on Page 4)
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HEALTHY SMILES
ARE OUR SPECIALTY

WHY QUR PATIENTS LOVE US:

Empowering you to play an active rale in your
child's dental health.

Compassionate, individual patient care for your
child’s needs.

Enjoy a dental team focused on creating a
positive dental experience for you and your child.

Utilitzation of the most recent technology.

You are invited to stay with your child through the

antira appﬂmtment.
Metion this and ricei
$50 550 off New Patent
cleaning. Meoride and xam,

i [EeeEE OOy T O CaOOr D
L) &7 e 3R PEEOE iy i

Monthly payment options
available, including no
interest financing

CALL TODAY!
(512) 454-6936

STEPHEN SHERWOOD, DDS

f Visit www.DrSherwood.net
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(Pictures Continued from Page 3)
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TARRYTOWN

TARRYTOWN REAL ESTATE
MARKET REPORT

September 2015

by Trey McWhorter

Since summertime is typically a time of increased real estate activity, | thought | would compare this summer against
the last few summers for context. | am defining summer according to the AISD calendar, and pulling MLS data for
the summer dates for 2012 — 2015 (2015 data is incomplete because this article was due on August 15th, and the
AISD summer break does not end until August 24th).

Year-to-Date Stats SUMMER 2012 SUMMER 2013 SUMMER 2014 SUMMER 2015
for Tarrytown May 31 - Aug 26 Jun 6 - Aug 25 June 6 - Aug 24 Jun 6 - Aug 24
87 days 80 days 79 days 79 days
SOLD Single Family Homes Sold 57 34 40 28
List Price Avg List Price $847,650.86 $1,086,461.76 $1,212,302.48 $1,149,816.07
} I
Median List Price $725,000.00 $844,450.00 $981,800.00 $1,085,000.00
Sold Price Average Net Sold Price $825,063.09 $1,049,434.56 $1,169,377.60 $1,121,991.86
I
Median Net Sold Price $700,000 $829,500 $991,080.00 $1,010,000.00
"|ist Price Average List Price / Sq Ft $301.45 $342.48 $397.00 $407.92
$/SqFt" Median List Price / Sq Ft $292.79 $348.78 $397.17 $414.70
"Sold Price Average Net Sold Price / Sq Ft $294.85 $333.85 $385.77 $400.35
$/8qFt" Median Net Sold Price / Sq Ft $285.29 $343.09 $382.79 $405.90
Net Sold Price Net Sold Price Range $374,500-$3,000,000 | $350,000-$3,150,000 | $491,000-$6,750,000 | $471,000-$3,250,000
Net Sold Price $/Sq Ft | Net Sold Price Range / Sq Ft $194.59-$725.16 $171.23-$469.20 $194.68-$864.94 $210.65-$886.04
Average Days on Market 44 24 41 56
Days on Market -
Median Days on Market 31 16 27 22
SOLD as % of LIST (AVERAGE) 97% 97% 96% 98%
SOLD as % of LIST (MEDIAN) 97% 98% 101% 93%

Summer Buying Season:
Year on Year Appreciation

A few takeaways:

* Year on year appreciation has slowed down but
remains positive, with median sold prices up 2%
from Summer 2014, and median sold $ / sq ft
up 6% (compared to 19% and 14% respectively
from 2013 to 2014).

e The number of transactions during the summer
season was low at 28, and even if some of the
pending transactions close prior to the end of
the 2015 summer, we are still likely to be more
than 20% lower than 2014.

¢ Median Days on Market indicate a still very brisk
market at 22 days, which is 5 days lower than
2014’s median of 27 days.

e Home sizes remained fairly consistent with a 0.0%
median size of 2736. For the last three summers
now there has been little variation in home sizes.

25.0%
20.0%
15.0%
10.0%

5.0%

2012 to0 2013 2014 to 2015

W Median Sold Price

2013 to 2014

Median Sold Price / Sq Ft

Note: All data comes from the Austin Board of Realtors’ MLS report, reflecting activity through August 15, 2015.
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TARRYTOWN

WHY KULA KARATE FOR KIDS?

As parents, why should we expose our children to the challenges My first quick and dirty list of the benefits that I have watched
of this seemingly outdated and definitely low tech art? students develop in class was dozens of points long, but as I
Karate or Martial Art training will not provide an instant solution.  considered it some deeply valuable points emerged.

Itis notan app to find the best way home
in Austin traffic, and it will not help your
son or daughter level up on the latest
video game. Nothing about it is instant
gratification, or perfection in a moment.

But perhaps that is the point.

In a world with a perma-focus on the
sudden, the fast and the immediate, we
all need a reminder of things deeper
and worth effort over time. Advanced
degrees, building a business and growing
a family, these are all examples of very
worthwhile things that take effort over
time. That and persistence through

difficulty.

1. Build a strong and retentive mind
- From memorizing the names of new
friends in a pre-k class to a complex
movement set in an instructor class the
art of karate remind us that we cannot
always “Google it.”

2. Build a strong, flexible, quick and
resilient body - We live and act in this
world through our body. Kids have
the wonderful opportunity to build a
remarkable body to carry them through
a lifetime.

3. Character - Honesty, perseverance,

kindness and respect. From day one kids
learn and practice the training hall oath that centers around these

So, why karate for kids? The answer is: To build these deep and  four key virtues.

critical skills.

(Continued on Page 8)

Relax in the comfort of
Innovation

Contact us Today!

912-440-0123

www.ClimateMechanical.com

8312 S. Congress Ave,, Austin, Tx 78745

Copyright © 2015 Peel, Inc.
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(Continued from Page 7)

4. Leadership and Followership - From the first semester kids
learn to lead the group, and to be in the group following another
student who is instructing. This rotation and its challenges foster
independence, cooperation and team building.

5. Goals - Kids learn to set them and achieve them. A good belt
ranking system has clear requirements and very doable steps for even
the youngest. Plus, they see the almost daily improvement in their
own skills and that of their classmates.

6. Self Discipline, Self esteem, Self Confidence, and Self Respect -
These are all variations on the same theme. They are all built through

doable challenges, and perseverance through difficulty.

7. Mental Control - Focus and stillness. Every class includes a
meditation component. Often this is the favorite, and the most
difficult part of class for the young karate student. That should tell
us as parents something very deep about the needs of our children.

8. Self-defense — Self defense is seldom what parents think. It
is mostly not about punching and kicking. It is about awareness.
Avoiding problems. Getting out of the way when a car is coming
down the sidewalk. Awareness and physical competence in day to
day activities. Learning to fall safely, to roll out of the way. Learning
to be focused and flexible. Confidence and competence is the very
best protection against the bullies our kids face from time to time.
Only as a very last resort is self defense about fighting.

My advice, as a parent and as long term teacher of the arts, is this:
take the chance and expose your children to karate and the martial
arts. Don't pick a school with a too intense focus on sparring and the
sport side. Choose a student-centered school where the instructor
really cares about your kids and his students. It could be the very best
investment you make in your children’s long term success.

Submitted by Wayne Key

COLIN'S HOPE

CONSTANT VISUAL
SUPERVISION

LEARN
TO SWIM

WEAR
LIFE JACKETS

MULTIPLE BARRIERS
AROUND WATER

NOBODY IS DROWNPROOF

WATCH & KEEP KIDS IN ARM’S REACH
www.colinshope.org

TRIESE TIPS E/AIN S/AW/AE [LIN/IES

KEEP YOUR
HOME SAFER

LIE/ARIN IMIOIR[ES WINVAWCOLIMSINOPE@FC/ARIESOUIREES

DROWNING IS THE NUMBER ONE CAUSE OF ACCIDENTAL DEATH FOR CHILDREN UNDER FIVE,
AND A LEADING CAUSE FOR CHILDREN AGES 1 - 14.

o
o 0 0 O
o0 0 ¢ 2 2

A RARRARAA

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Children under the age of
five are often at highest risk.

5eaexasichildieinihiaveralieadyllosttheidlivesitoldiovninelint20ils

CHECK WATER
SOURCES FIRST

PRACTICE DRAIN
SAFETY

BE SAFERIN
OPEN WATER CPR

LEARN

D)RO\W/INIIINKG IS [PIRIE\VASINI/ANB IS
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TARRYTOWN

NATUREWAICH: TREE

One of the most common lizards in the Austin area is the Texas
Spiny Lizard (Sceloporus olivaceus). It is also one of the largest,
averaging 7.5 to 11 inches in length, with the females being larger

than the males.

A Texas spiny lizard is often hard to
spot, as its dorsal pattern can vary by
locality, serving as adequate camouflage
in its chosen habitat. Typically grey
in color with black, white, or reddish-
brown blotches or crossbands down its
back, it blends in perfectly against the
bark of resident trees. Its underside is
usually uniformly light grey, and males
commonly have bright blue patches on
either side of the belly. The scales appear
particularly pointed and spiny, and it

by Jim and Lynne Weber

RETREATS

has long toes and sharp claws suitable for climbing.
All of these features serve this lizard well, as it is diurnal and
arboreal, spending much of its time in trees. While it prefers larger

tree species with a significant amount of leaf litter below, such as

Texas Spiny Lizard

No one plans for divorce, but sometimes it happens. Our goal is to help
people resolve their family law issues in a way that protects their interests
and preserves their family relationships. Most family law cases can be difficult,
poth from an emotional and financial perspective. We believe in reducing the
emotional and financial stress associated with family law matters by offering
our clients alternative options to resolve their disputes, such as collaborative
law, mediation and limited scope representation. We believe that clients reach
petter results when they resolve disputes cooperatively using methods such
as collaborative law and divorce mediation. However, when that isn't possible,
we commit ourselves to the ethical resolution of adversarial litigation

We provide a variety of services to clients of all backgrounds. We have two
lawyers who charge different hourly rates. This allows us to accommodate
oeople with differing financial needs. We also offer both full scope and limited
scope representation, so that our clients can choose the way they want to
allocate their resources

Practice Areas:

Adoption | Grandparent and Non-parental Rights | Collaborative Law
High-Asset Divorce | Modifications of Custody, Possession, and Support

live oaks, post oaks, red oaks, pecans,
hackberries, and elms, it may also be
found in brushy trees such as mesquites
and junipers. This lizard can also be
seen climbing on man-made structures
such as fence posts, walls, and telephone
poles, especially when the base of these
objects is covered in brush.

Typically shy and wary, this lizard
quickly retreats to the opposite side of a
tree trunk in the presence of a predator

(Continued on Page 10)

Tim Whitten

Board Certified Family Law Attorney

25 Years Experience
uite 401

an Antonio
Austin, Tx
www.whitten-law.com
info@whitten-law.com

512478101
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(Continued from Page 9)
or human observer. If startled when approached closely, it will
suddenly jump from a tree trunk and flee noisily into the leaf
litter below, making it almost impossible to locate. Trees not only
provide protection for this lizard, but they also provide for its food.
Being insectivorous, it can find cicadas, crickets, grasshoppers,
beetles, ants, butterflies, and caterpillars in the leafy canopy.
Male Texas spiny lizards are territorial, often defending a single
tree from encroachment by other males. When challenged, the

two males will have what appears to be a push up contest, until one
is intimidated enough to give up and scurry away. Active on the
surface from March to November, these lizards are reproductively
active throughout the warmer months of the year. Females lay
up to four clutches of eggs in a shallow depression in leaf litter,
with hatchlings emerging 45-60 days later. In the cooler months
of the year, they take cover for weeks at a time under rocks, logs,
and in deep leaf litter, and are occasionally seen basking in the
sun on warmer, sunnier days.

So when you're out and about in your yard or at a park, and
you hear something skittering in the leaf litter or retreating up a
tree, it most likely is a Texas Spiny Lizard!

Send your nature-related questions to naturewatch@austin.rr.com and
well do our best to answer them. Check our our blog at naturewatchaustin.
blogspot.com if you enjoy reading these articles!

10 Tarrytown - September 2015
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5 The Tarrytown Newsletter is a private publication published by Peel, Inc. It is not
s I EV E s P LU M BI N G sanctioned by any homeowners association or organization, nor is it subject to the
i approval of any homeowners association or organization, nor is it intended, nor

Master License: M-39722 . . - .
implied to replace any publication that may be published by or on behalf of any
homeowners association or organization. At no time will any source be allowed
to use the Tarrytown Newsletter's contents, or loan said contents, to others in
anyway, shape or form, nor in any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic

* Water Pressure Problems
» Sewer & Drain Service
* Fiber Optic Drain

Line Inspections . . . .
« Free Es trl) mates profit, political campaigns, or other self amplification, under penalty of law without
. Satisfaction Guaranteed written or expressed permission from Peel, Inc. The information in the newsletter
is exclusively for the private use of Peel, Inc.

copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees.
Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted

Steve Brougher
512.276-7476 2605 Buell Ave .

by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content
° o with this publication. All warranties and representations made in the advertising

VlVla ROb ertS On content are solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content

should be taken up with the advertiser.

* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or

512.695.898| failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such
o ’ advertising.

Viva.Robertson@SothebysRealty.com * Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher

ViviaRobertson.KuperRealty.com assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes,

8008 Spicewood Lane except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of

Austin. Texas 78759 misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.

* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other

q%’) Ku p er SOtheby’S liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner,

INTERNATIONAL REALTY except as limited to liabilities stated above.

From design to
orint to mail,
Quality Printing

can help you with
Call today for more info

ikl 512.263.9181

orinting needs!

Or visit our website at:
www.QualityPrintingofAustin.com
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