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There are numerous ways to manage fire ants, but they are 
often broken into two categories- broadcast treatments and 
individual mound treatments.  Individual mound treatments are 
used to treat one mound at a time and can be labor intensive and 
may result in more pesticide being spread into the environment.  
Broadcast treatments will spread product (granular or bait) over 
a large area.  

 Individual mound treatments include pouring boiling water 
onto the mound, using insecticide mound drenches, spreading 
insecticide granules onto the mound and watering them in, 
sprinkling insecticidal dusts on top of the mound or using bait-
formulated insecticides  around the perimeter of the mound.   
There are also many “home remedies”, but be advised that many 
of these do not kill fire ants.   Many home remedies make the 
fire ants move to a new location (often 1-2 feet away), but do 
not kill the ants. 

 Bait-formulated insecticides most often consist of a defatted 
corn cob grit coated with soybean oil; the soybean oil is where 
the active ingredient (what kills the pest)  is dissolved. Worker 
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ants collect bait as a food source and take it back to the colony 
to share with other ants, including the queen.   Depending 
on the active ingredient, the bait may cause the queen to die 
or be unable to produce viable eggs, which gradually kills off the 
colony.   When using baits, results are often  slower to observe 
when compared to individual mound treatments, but can provide 
80-90% suppression for 12-18 months.  A bonus to broadcasting 
baits is that the amount of active ingredient is generally very 
small, which places less chemical into the environment. 

  With any pesticide treatment,  read and follow all label 
instructions.   Make sure to water in the pesticide if the 
label instructs to do so.   Failure to water in chemicals when 
recommended by the label does an inadequate job of killing the 
ants.   Baits should not be watered in or used before a rainfall 
event; baits will not be picked up by ants if they get wet. 

  For more information or help with identification, contact 
Wizzie Brown, Texas AgriLife Extension Service Program 
Specialist at 512.854.9600.  Check out my blog at www.urban-
ipm.blogspot.com.
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 NATUREWATCHby Jim and Lynne Weber

One of the most common lizards in the Austin area is the Texas Spiny 
Lizard (Sceloporus olivaceus).  It is also one of the largest, averaging 7.5 to 
11 inches in length, with the females being larger than the males.

A Texas spiny lizard is often hard to spot, as its dorsal pattern can vary 
by locality, serving as adequate camouflage in its chosen habitat.  Typically 
grey in color with black, white, or reddish-brown blotches or crossbands 
down its back, it blends in perfectly against the bark of resident trees.  Its 
underside is usually uniformly light grey, and males commonly have bright 
blue patches on either side of the belly.  The scales appear particularly 
pointed and spiny, and it has long toes and sharp claws suitable for 
climbing.

All of these features serve this lizard well, as it is diurnal and arboreal, 
spending much of its time in trees.  While it prefers larger tree species 
with a significant amount of leaf litter below, such as live oaks, post oaks, 
red oaks, pecans, hackberries, and elms, it may also be found in brushy 
trees such as mesquites and junipers.  This lizard can also be seen climbing 
on man-made structures such as fence posts, walls, and telephone poles, 
especially when the base of these objects is covered in brush.

Typically shy and wary, this lizard quickly retreats to the opposite side 
of a tree trunk in the presence of a predator or human observer.  If startled 
when approached closely, it will suddenly jump from a tree trunk and flee 

noisily into the leaf litter below, making it almost impossible to locate.  
Trees not only provide protection for this lizard, but they also provide for 
its food.  Being insectivorous, it can find cicadas, crickets, grasshoppers, 
beetles, ants, butterflies, and caterpillars in the leafy canopy.

Male Texas spiny lizards are territorial, often defending a single tree 
from encroachment by other males.  When challenged, the two males 
will have what appears to be a push up contest, until one is intimidated 
enough to give up and scurry away.  Active on the surface from March to 
November, these lizards are reproductively active throughout the warmer 
months of the year.  Females lay up to four clutches of eggs in a shallow 
depression in leaf litter, with hatchlings emerging 45-60 days later.  In the 
cooler months of the year, they take cover for weeks at a time under rocks, 
logs, and in deep leaf litter, and are occasionally seen basking in the sun 
on warmer, sunnier days.

So when you’re out and about in your yard or at a park, and you hear 
something skittering in the leaf litter or retreating up a tree, it most likely 
is a Texas Spiny Lizard!

Send your nature-related questions to naturewatch@austin.rr.com and 
we’ll do our best to answer them.  If you enjoy reading these articles, check 
out our book, Nature Watch Austin (published by Texas A&M University 
Press), and our blog at naturewatchaustin.blogspot.com.

TREE RETREATS
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(713) 937-0050
www.lepowdental.com

Now Welcoming New Patients!

All of Your Dental Needs Under One Roof.

9125 West Road
Houston, TexasSe Habla Español

Family Dentistry

Cosmetic Dentistry

Team of Dental Specialists

Orthodontics and Invisalign

Periodontal (Gum) Treatment/Surgery

Root Canal Treatment

Wisdom Tooth Removal

Dental Implants

Dentures and Partials

Description: The position includes marketing our community 
newsletters to local and area businesses. It is a flexible position 
that allows you to work from home and set your own hours.

Roles: Stimulate new advertising accounts in our community 
newsletters. Maintain current accounts assigned to you by 
Sales Manager. Service your accounts by assisting them from 
ad design to final proof approval.

Skills: Excellent communication through email and phone, with 
high level presentation and relationship-building skills. Strong 
prospecting and business development skills are a must. Previous 
sales experience preferred but not required.

Benefits: Commission Based 
Apply by sending resume to jobs@peelinc.com

NOW 
HIRING

Advertising Sales 
Representative

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

View answers online at www.peelinc.com

ACROSS
1. Canned meat brand 
5. Recommend 
9. Volcanic rock 
10. Strength 
11. Consumer 
12. Refastens 
13. Mire 
15. Flurry 
16. Remove a light bulb 
18. Easier to get at 
21. Frosty 
22. Pretended 
26. Spring flower 
28. Basic's opposite 
29. Buddy 
30. Sliding toy 
31. Ball player __ Aaron 
32. Food 

DOWN
1. Ghetto 
2. El __ (Texas city) 
3. Maintain 
4. Plunder 
5. Vase 
6. Measuring instrument 
7. Point 
8. Render capable 
10. Public transportation vehicles 
14. Short-tempered 
17. Put a fold in 
18. Catch a ride 
19. Sporty car brand 
20. Synthetic fiber 
23. Ca. University 
24. Abstain from certain foods 
25. Chances of winning 
27. Writing liquid 

Crossword Puzzle
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ACROSS
1. Charge 
5. Syrian bishop 
9. Against 
10. Landing 
11. Leaves 
12. Boom box 
13. Allure 
15. African antelope 
16. Polite 
18. Leafy green 
21. Marry 
22. Esophagus 
26. Woken 
28. Goad 
29. Type of tooth 
30. Refer 
31. Posttraumatic stress     

disorder 
32. Sieve

DOWN
1. Nativity scene piece 
2. Competition at the Greek  

games 
3. Capital of the Ukraine 
4. Symbol 
5. Expression of surprise 
6. Emblem 
7. Pickle juice 
8. A ball out of bounds (2 wds.) 
10. Twist violently 
14. Ripper 
17. Strums 
18. Slough 
19. Ross ___, philanthropist 
20. Gods 
23. Brand of sandwich cookie 
24. Seaweed substance 
25. Cabana 
27. Blue

© 2006. Feature Exchange
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Mary “Kallie” Coleman
RE/MAX Professional Group
9234 FM 1960 West, Houston, TX 77070
281-788-9683
www.kalliecoleman.remaxtexas.com
kallieshep@sbcglobal.net 

Selling Homes for Top Dollar!
Listing & Marketing Specialist!

Accredited Luxury Home Specialist!
Call me Today! 281-788-9683

“Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated”

I sTRIvE 
To 

PlEAsE 
My 

clIEnTs 
100%

Call for the 
Woodwind 

Lakes Special!

RAINCO IRRIGATION SPECIALIST: Commercial & 
Residential. Backflow Testing, Irrigation (Sprinkler) Sys-
tem Service, Maintenance and Repair, Rainbird - Hunter. 
Fully Insured. License # 9004 & 9226. Call 713-824-5327.

BUSINESS CLASSIFIEDS

Business classifieds (offering a service or product line for profit) 
are $50, limit 40 words, please contact Peel, Inc. Sales Office 
@ 512-263-9181 or advertising@PEELinc.com.

Easy Online Sign-Up at 

USE “NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER” AS REFERRAL

BrilliantElectricity.com

BRILLIANT ENERGY = SERIOUSLY LOW RATES

BRILLIANT ENERGY’S ELECTRICITY RATES CHALLENGE 
THE RATES OF EVERY OTHER PROVIDER IN TEXAS!

LOCK-IN A LOW ELECTRICITY RATE FOR
UP TO 3 YEARS

Brilliant Energy Texas OUC #10140

BRILLIANT ENERGY IS RECOMMENDED BY TEXAS ENERGY 
ANALYST, ALAN LAMMEY THE HOST OF THE “ENERGY 

WEEK” RADIO SHOW ON NEWSTALK 1070 KNTH!

Ask the “Energy Analyst”
281.658.0395

GREAT BUSINESS RATES TOO!

Sudoku
The goal is to fill in the grid so that every row, every column, and

every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9. Each digit may
appear only once in each row, each column, and each 3x3 box.

© 2006. Feature Exchange
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SUDOKU

Sudoku
The goal is to fill in the grid so that every row, every column, and

every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9. Each digit may
appear only once in each row, each column, and each 3x3 box.
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Ingredients

RECIPE OF THE MONTH

Enjoy!

Carrots au Gratin

•	 2 lbs. carrot, sliced
•	 1/8 tsp. pepper
•	 ½ Cup chopped onions
•	 1½ C milk
•	 ¼ Cup oleo, divided

•	 4 oz. processed 
•	 3 T. flour
•	 American cheese, cubed
•	 ½ tsp. salt
•	 1 T. dried parsley

Cook carrots until tender crisp. Drain. In saucepan saute 
onions in 3 T butter. Stir in flour, salt, & pepper. Gradually 
add milk and bring to boil. Cook for 1 minute or until 
thickened. Stir in cheese until melted. Add carrots and 
parsley. Pour in greased 2 quart baking dish. Melt remaining 
butter and pour over carrots. Bake at 350º 20-25 minutes 
or until bubbly. (8-10 servings)

Download the Peel, Inc. App

Search “Peel, Inc.” in the the AppStore

S w e e t 
I d e a !

Now here's a
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CONSTANT VISUAL 
SUPERVISION

LEARN 
TO SWIM

WEAR 
LIFE JACKETS

MULTIPLE BARRIERS 
AROUND WATER

KEEP YOUR 
HOME SAFER

CHECK WATER 
SOURCES FIRST

PRACTICE DRAIN 
SAFETY

BE SAFER IN 
OPEN WATER

LEARN 
CPR

DROWNING IS PREVENTABLE

NOBODY IS DROWNPROOF
WATCH & KEEP KIDS IN ARM’S REACH

LEARN MORE: www.colinshope.org/RESOURCES

THESE TIPS CAN SAVE LIVES
www.colinshope.org

Children under the age of
�ve are often at highest risk.

1          2 3         4           5          6           7          8          9         10          11       12          13           14

DROWNING IS THE NUMBER ONE CAUSE OF ACCIDENTAL DEATH FOR 
CHILDREN UNDER FIVE, AND A LEADING CAUSE FOR CHILDREN AGES 1 - 14.

56 Texas children have already lost their lives to drowning in 2015

COLIN 
HOLST
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By USPTA/PTR Master Professional 
Fernando VelascoTENNIS TIPS

With this issue, I will be offering tips on the fundamentals of the 
game of tennis.  Kristen Somerholter, a Member of the Grey Rock 
Tennis Club shows the proper form and technique for the forehand 
groundstroke:

Step 1:  Early Anticipation: The upper body turns with the right 
wrist slightly “cocked” back and level with the hip.  Notice the eyes 
focused toward the incoming ball and the balance of the left hand 

in front of the body.
Step 2: Point of contact:  Once the racquet starts accelerating, the 

right wrist is still slightly “cocked” back, but will have a small snap 
when making contact with the ball.  Optimum point of contact is 
in front of the opposite foot.  Notice that the eyes are still focused 
on the tennis ball and her weight has transferred to her left foot.

Step 3: Follow Through:  Once the ball has made contact with 
racket, the arm needs to follow through for a long period of time to 
allow maximum compaction of the ball and help from the strings 
and the frame.  Notice that the body has slightly turned watching 
where the ball is landing.  The knee has flexed to allow more flexibility 
and power for the ball.

Step 4:  Finish: If the racket has great momentum, let it continue 
following through the body and finishing it around the neck.  This 
will allow for a more powerful impact and depth on the ball.  The 
smile on her face shows that she hit a great shot!!

Look for next Issue: The Backhand Groundstroke
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Discover what sets us apart

Join us for our fall Open Houses: 

Middle School 
Thursday, October 15th, 9 a.m.

Lower School 
Thursday, October 29th, 9 a.m.

Primary School 
Thursday, November 5th, 9 a.m.

To schedule a tour, please contact Mrs. K.C. McMordie, Director of Admission, at 

kmcmordie@graceschool.org or 713-267-8705. 

10219 Ella Lee Lane, Houston, Texas 77042
  www.graceschool.org
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Attention KIDS: Send Us Your Masterpiece!

WOD

Color the drawing below and mail the finished artwork to us at:
Peel, Inc. - Kids Club, 308 Meadowlark St, Lakeway, TX 78734-4717

We will select the top few and post their artwork on our Facebook Page - Facebook.com/PeelInc.
DUE: September 30th

Be sure to include the following so we can let you know!

Name: _______________________________(first name, last initial)

Age:________________
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At no time will any source be allowed to use The Woodwind Lakes Newsletter 
contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in any 
media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose 
of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or 
other self amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed 
permission from Peel, Inc. The information in The Woodwind Lakes Newsletter 
is exclusively for the private use of the Woodwind Lakes HOA and Peel, Inc.

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions 
of their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. 
or its employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts 
stated in articles submitted by others. The publisher also assumes no 
responsibility for the advertising content with this publication. All warranties 
and representations made in the advertising content are solely that of the 
advertiser and any such claims regarding its content should be taken up 
with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints 
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost 
of such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the 
publisher assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or 
typographical mistakes, except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated 
above or in the case of misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any 
other liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely 
manner, except as limited to liabilities stated above.

The DIFFERENCE is...

Houston Business Journal

TOP 25 REALTORS
Your neighbor specializing in 
Woodwind Lakes Real Estate 

for over 20 years

(713) 253-9387

JulieSample@Comcast.net
www.juliesample.net

Professional Group

Julie Sample

(eleven consecutive years!)

Please remember to pick 
up after your pets and

“scoop the poop”
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The Flory Team’s Realtor® Tips to
Beat the Heat without the A/C

COOL OVER PRESSURE
Wrap a damp cloth around your 
wrists, neck and feet. Keeping 
these pressure point areas cool 
actually brings your overall body 
temperature down!

ICE, ICE BABY!
By freezing your bottled water, 

you can instantly cool your body 
by holding it to your skin then, 
once it melts, hydrate yourself 

with the melted water!

BEDTIME CHILLS
Try using a damp (not soaking 
wet) sheet as your primary 
blanket. This technique was 
used by ancient Egyptians as a 
night-time cooling technique.

SUMMER BREEZE
Make yourself feel fine by adding 

ice to a large tub and using a 
standing fan to create your own 

personal A/C. This method is 
much more cost e�ective. 

281.477.0345 | info@floryteam.com | floryteam.com


