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+

Editorial – October

Minutes of the LOA2 Annual Members Meeting

The annual neighborhood association meeting was held on 
Sept. 9.  The meeting minutes are included in this newsletter.

Two new neighbors moved into Legend Oaks 2 last month.  
Welcome to the hood!

Neighbor Paige Green shares ideas about the holidays in 
Parent Perspective. Nikki Tate shares unusual uses for common 
household items. Jim Turney shares further impressions of 
Thailand.

Ever wonder about the history of Halloween?  If so, check 
out the article on Halloween.

Agriculture Extension Agent Wizzie Brown shares information 
on Clothes Moths. Vicki Odom shares information on exchange 
students and Megan Ransom sends out a plea for adoptive 
parents in The Heart Gallery of Central Texas.

The meeting was called to order at 7:08pm by President Nikki Tate.
• Roll Call and Certifying of Proxies
Directors in attendance were Nikki Tate, Duane Pietsch and 

Abigail Norman.  Property manager Jim Smitherman was also in 
attendance.  The sign in sheet served as roll call and the proxies were 
certified and counted as valid.  Quorum was established by the 26 
members in attendance and 52 proxies. 

• Proof of Notice of Meeting
A copy of the meeting notice was sent by certified mail to Goodwin 

Management and served as proof of notice of the meeting.
• Approval of September 9, 2014 Annual Meeting Minutes
The 2014 annual meeting minutes were provided for review.  James 

Hinshaw motioned to approve the minutes as presented.  Ferdinand 
Luna seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

• Election of One Board Member
The election was for one board member position for a three-year 

term.  There were three nominations: Duane Pietsch, Jeffrey Smith, 
and Maria Bergen.  The vote was cast by written ballot.

Duane Pietsch was elected to serve a three-year term on the board.     
• Report from Board of Directors
Nikki Tate provided the board report.	

• The brick wall loan will be paid off in January 2016.
• There will be a 2016 dues decrease of 15%.
• The 2016 dues will be $45.74/month; if paid up front for the 

year, members receive a 10% discount for a total amount due in 
2016 of $493.99 ($100 less than this year)

• After paying off the brick wall in January 2016, there will be 
120k remaining in reserves.

• The pool needs to be re-plastered in 2016.  This expense is 
estimated to be around 20k.

• The board would like to focus on re-doing the General 
Maintenance Guidelines.  It has been three years since they were 
revised.

• Suzanne Johnson is planning the Christmas party again this 
year.  It is scheduled for December 12th from 4-6pm.  Nikki asked 
everyone to consider volunteering.

• Manager’s Report
Jim Smitherman presented the manager’s report.  Goodwin 

Management, Inc. is responsible for and acts as community liaison 
for three areas of the HOA:

• Overseeing the common areas elements and community 

(Continued on Page 2)
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APD REPRESENTATIVES
OFFICER JEFFREY BINDER 

(covers north of Convict Hill toward William Cannon)
�Desk 512.974.4415 / email: Jeffrey.Binder@austintexas.gov

OFFICER JOSH VISI 
(covers south of Convict Hill toward Slaughter)
Desk 512.974.4260 / email: Joshua.visi@ci.austin.tx.us

NEWSLETTER INFO
NEWSLETTER 

Articles...........................................legendoaks@peelinc.com	
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Peel, Inc..........................www.PEELinc.com, 512-263-9181
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	 Please support the businesses that advertise in the Legend 
Oaks newsletter. Their advertising dollars make it possible for all 
Legend Oaks II residents to receive the monthly newsletter at no 
charge. No homeowners association funds are used to produce or 
mail the newsletters. If you would like to support the newsletter 
by advertising, please contact our sales office at 512-263-9181 or 
advertising@PEELinc.com. The advertising deadline is the 8th of 
each month for the following month's newsletter.

ASSOCIATION CONTACTS
BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
Nikki Tate ........................................................512-799-1795
..........................................legendoaks2.nikkiatate@gmail.com
Duane Pietsch...................................................512-431-7467
..........................................legendoaks2hoa.duane@gmail.com
Abigail Norman.................................................404.403.0550
...........................................anorman.legendoaks2@gmail.com
POOL COMMITTEE:
Abigail Norman...................anorman.legendoaks2@gmail.com
RECREATION COMMITTEE:
Suzanne Johnson......................................stoprope@gmail.com
FINANCE COMMITTEE:
Jeffrey Stukuls
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LANDSCAPING COMMITTEE:
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(Continued from Cover)

contractors which include the pool/amenity center, landscaping and 
irrigation, and the exterior community fencing.

• Accounting for the community.
• Deed restriction enforcement which includes driving the 

community twice a month, dealing with issues arising from these 
drives, and architectural applications and guidelines.

Smitherman gave an overview of the financials, delinquencies, and 
violations of the community and answered questions.  

  • Committee Reports
The pool committee report was provided by Abigail Norman.  
• Lifeguards were on duty this summer; if members signed the 

waivers, they could swim when lifeguards weren’t on duty.
• The waiver to swim without lifeguards must be completed by 

members each year.   
• Lifeguards will be on duty every weekend until the pool closes.
• The association will be notified when the pool closes for the 

season.
• Members have expressed interest in bathroom improvements/

enhancements; the committee will take this into consideration.
• Competitive bids from three pool companies were compared 

and Lifeguard4hire was chosen to provide the pool management and 
lifeguarding services for the upcoming year.  Members are encouraged 
to submit feedback to the committee so that all issues and concerns 
can be addressed with Lifeguard4hire.

Nikki Tate provided a description of each committee and asked 
everyone to consider volunteering. 

• New Business
• National Night Out – Tuesday, October 6th 
• Christmas party – Saturday, December 12th from 4-6pm
• Communications from Members
• Heidi Peltier reported an issue with the pool gate closing; Jim 

will follow up and have it taken care of immediately.  A member 
suggested the option of an alarm that sounds when the gate is left 
ajar over a specified amount of time.

• Erik Peterson reported an issue with yard violations he has 
received.  The board explained the restrictions were being enforced 
too strictly and now they come before the board before being issued 
to the members.  

• Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 8:26pm.

NOT AVAILABLE
ONLINE
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PENDING IN 5 DAYS

7009 WANDERING OAKS

MorE MoNEY IN lESS tIME wIth thE fEwESt hASSlES AND FLEXIBLE commIssIons – oNlY wIth AShlEY!

AShlEY StUCKI REALTOR©, CHLMS, CIPS, CRS
ashley@ashleystucki.com   www.ashleystucki.com 
C 512.217.6103   F 512.637.0996  
Austin Business Journal Top 3 Producing Agent 2014 – 2015
Texas Monthly Five Star Agent 2013 – 2015
Austin’s Platinum Top 50 Award Winner 2015  
AIOREP Top 10 Agent for Client Satisfaction in Texas 2015

**Based on 2011-2015 residential home sales through Austin Board of REALTORS.

Ashley Stucki has the systems and specialized support in place to ensure  
an efficient, successful, and stress-free transaction:
+ Constant communication directly with Ashley 
+ Complimentary home staging, HDR images and 360° virtual tour
+ Fifteen times more productive than the average agent
+ Extensive experience and record results
+ Cutting-edge marketing techniques and strategies
+ Honest, trustworthy, with a keen awareness of your needs and goals
+ A promise to always put your needs first
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PICTURE PERFECT
PROFESSIONAL HOME STAGING

Average Days on Market

6
Days

45
Days

Ashley Austin Average

AShlEY’S hoMES SEll fAStEr
Ashley does more to get you top dollar for your house.  

Don’t settle for less.

LOOKING FOR A STRATEGy TO SELL yOuR HOME AT TOP 
DOLLAR IN RECORD TIME? 

Ashley Stucki is a proven LEGEND OAkS SPEcIALIST with a Powerful Strategy 

Over the past four years Ashley has helped more people buy and sell in Southwest Austin than any other agent** 

ASR_PEEL_LegendOaks_FullPage_09092015_v3.indd   1 9/9/15   3:17 PM
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Welcome

New Neighbors!

Parent Perspective

Uncommon
Household

Tips & Tricks

According to the Legend Oaks 2 Homeowners Association, the 
following new neighbors joined the neighborhood in July:

Knowlton & Levgenia Morozova
6117 Jumano Lane

Kelly Jackson & Robert Davis
8005 Siringo Pass

Be sure to welcome these new neighbors
to our neighborhood!

Everything you need to know about the Homeowners Association 
can be found at http://hoasites.goodwintx.com/loh/Home.
aspx - bylaws, how to get a pool pass, meeting minutes, payment 
instructions for HOA dues, architectural change forms, ...

Want to know what is going on right now in the neighborhood?  
Subscribe to:

Legend Oaks 2 Digest – Email legendoaksneighbors-subscribe@
yahoogroups.com. In order for your request to be approved, you 
need to include your street address. 

Nextdoor Legend Oaks 2 – Go to www.nextdoor.com and enter 
your address.  You will automatically be subscribed to Legend Oaks 2.

As I write this, school has just started, but I know by October we’ll 
have most of the routines down and fall will be here in earnest! It’s a 
busy time of year with pumpkin patches (insert date of Gentry patch 
in the park here if you know it) and Fall Festivals. Last year my son’s 
class took a field trip to the tree farm in Elgin that has a nice pumpkin 
patch, they had a hay bale maze, some crafting opportunities, and 
a petting zoo. Bannockburn Christian Academy is having its Fall 
Festival on Friday, Oct. 30th from 5:30 to 8:30.

Right after Halloween we launch into Thanksgiving and then don’t 
slow down until after the New Year. I don’t know about you, but my 
family has been known to let all of that time blur together. Then we 
look back later and we didn’t do some of the things we really would 
have liked to do. My suggestion to eliminate blur? Have everyone sit 
down together and write some things that make each of the holidays 
special on popsicle sticks. The older kids can help the younger kids 
get their ideas written down.

Then you can all vote on what the “bucket list” items are and put 
them on the calendar now. This way as things pop-up they won’t get 
shoved out of the schedule. Then the other great ideas can be kept 
in a jar to pull ideas from on slow Saturdays or school early release 
days (or maybe even ice days!)

You may be just as tired at the end of the holiday season, but you’ll 
have gone ice skating and driven around to see the lights while sipping 
hot cocoa, or whatever makes your “bucket list”. Then we can all 
breathe a sigh of relief and decorate for Valentine’s Day!

Legend Oaks resident Paige Green

By Paige Green

By Nikki Tate

It's true, you can actually use plain, white toothpaste to 
fill in small holes in your walls such as nail holes.  Anything 
smaller than a 1/4" can usually be repaired. Use a little extra 
or fill twice and then scrape off the excess with a plastic 
debit or credit card.

Did you know that a pumice 
stone, like the kind used to 
smooth your skin, can also be 
used to remove hard water stains 
in your porcelain toilette?   It's 
true.  Sticking clove spikes into 

an apple and leaving it on the counter can add a wonderful, 
natural scent to your kitchen and help get rid of cooking 
odors faster.

Seeing those little swarms of tiny gnats buzzing around 
your beautiful bowl of fruit?  Pour about a half a cup of 
apple cider vinegar into a bowl, cover with plastic wrap, 
poke a number of small holes in the plastic wrap and in 
they'll fly.  And stay.

A lot of these really have to be seen to be believed. Click 
Here for a list of a few random helpful tips like how not 
to break a fingernail putting a new house key on your key 
chain, and a crazy, simple way to keep kids from rolling off 
the bed at night while they're sleeping. Once you see some 
of them you'll wonder why you never thought of them first!

Ever wonder how to get dirt 
off suede without sending it 
to the dry cleaners?   Can you 
believe you can it with a piece 
of stale bread? That and 29 other 
ways to use common, every 
day household items to clean 

everything from leather bags to diamond rings can be found 
by Clicking Here.

There are so many of these that if you've got a Kindle® 
reader there's even an entire e-book that's been written on 
the subject!  You can read more about it by Clicking Here.

Hope the rest of your summer goes well and let me know 
if you know of any other great tips and tricks like these!
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I now live in an apartment 
less than a block from the 
beach! I jog 3 miles on the 
beach every morning at 6am. At 
82, I have to keep healthy! Here 
is the view from my balcony !

I’m next door to 7-story 
shopping mart, the biggest in 
the city. The basement has a 

Food Court and the food market. There are dozens of tables, with 
open seating. You get your food at any of the dozens of vendors, sit 
and eat. Appetizer at one, dinner at another, dessert at another. Soft 
drink faucets all over. Buy one ticket, so you don’t have to pay many 
times. Very convenient! 

Now to mention the food! 
Top choice is Tom Yum Goong 
(Spicy Shrimp Soup). It has 
the quintessential Thai aroma! 
Succulent fresh prawns and 
straw mushrooms lend it body. 
It’s invigorating sour-spicy-hot 
taste just screams Thailand! I’m 
still getting used to spicy! 

I love this place! I cannot speak the language yet, but the people 
so friendly!

I’m working to get a retirement visa. Stay tuned!

Further Impressions 
of Thailand

By Jim Turney Ever wonder where the tradition of Halloween came from? 
According to Wikipedia, Halloween customs are thought to have 
been influenced by customs and beliefs of Celtic-speaking countries. 
It is often linked to the Celtic festival of Samhain which occurred at 
summer’s end.

It was seen as a time when spirits or fairies could more easily 
come into our world. People called on God to protect them in their 
dwellings. People thought the fairies needed to be appeased to ensure 
they and their livestock survived the winter, so they offered food and 
drink or portions of crops to the fairies. Souls of the dead were also 
said to revisit their homes, so places were set at the table or by the fire 
to welcome them.

Belief that souls returned home one night or day of the year seems 
to have many ancient origins. In 19th century Ireland, candles were lit 
and prayers were offered for the souls of the dead, then eating, drinking, 
and games would begin. Rituals to divine one’s future, especially death 
and marriage, were included. Nuts and apples were often used in these 
divination rituals. Bonfires were set because the flames, smoke, and 
ashes were thought to have protective and cleansing powers and were 
used for divination. This mimicked the powers of the sun and was 
thought to help the powers of growth, holding back the decay and 
darkness of winter.

Early Halloween festivals included mumming and guising. This 
involved people going house-to-house in costume or disguise, usually 
reciting verses or songs in exchange for food. The guising sometimes 
included a hobby horse – a man dressed as a white mare. If a household 
donated food, they could expect good fortune, not doing so brought 
about bad luck. In Scotland, costumed youth threatened to do mischief 
if they were not welcomed, where imitating malignant spirits led to 
playing pranks. Hollowed out turnips were used as lanterns. In the 
20th century, these customs spread to other parts of England.

The Christian influence is seen as Halloween falls on the evening 
before the Christian holy days of All Hallows’ Day (Nov. 1 - also known 
as All Saints’ or Hallowmas) and All Souls’ Day (Nov. 2), resulting 
in the name All Hallows’ Eve. Major feasts in the Christian church 
had vigils, beginning the night before. Oct. 31-Nov. 2 is known as 
Allhallowtide and is a time for honoring saints and praying for recently 
departed souls who have yet to reach heaven. By the 12th century, 
they had become holy days of obligation across Europe and involved 
ringing church bells for the souls in purgatory. Criers dressed in black 
to parade in the streets, ringing a bell and calling on all good Christians 
to remember the poor souls.

Souling, the custom of baking and sharing soul cakes for all 
christened souls, has been suggested as the origin of trick-or-treating. 
It dates back to the 15th century and was practiced in England, 
Belgium, Germany, Austria, and Italy. Groups, often children, would 
go door-to-door during Allhallowtide collecting soul cakes in exchange 
for praying for the dead, especially souls of the givers’ friends and 
relatives. It was originally believed that souls wandered the earth until 
All Saints’ Day. All Hallows’ Eve provided the last chance for the dead 
to gain vengeance on their enemies before moving to next world. To 

(Continued on Page 7)
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avoid being recognized by these souls, people would put on masks 
and dress in costumes.

Carved jack-o-lanterns were thought to originally represent souls of 
the dead. Households in Austria, England, and Ireland burned candles 
in every room to guide souls back to their earthly homes – known as 
soul lights. In Continental Europe, especially France, many believed 
that the dead in churchyards rose for one wild, hideous carnival, known 
as danse macabre. It has been depicted in church decoration on the 
walls of cathedrals, monasteries, and cemeteries. Christian village 
children reenacted the danse macrabre, and this has been suggested 
as the predecessor of modern day costume parties.

During the English Reformation, some Protestants redefined 
theology of All Hallows’ Eve without the doctrine of purgatory. Ghosts 
came to be thought of as evil spirits. Others continued original customs, 
especially souling, candlelit processions, and ringing of church bells 
in memory of the dead. To remove evil spirits, barns and homes were 
blessed to protect people and livestock from the effect of witches, 
who were thought to accompany evil spirits as they traveled the earth.

Halloween traditions waned in Britain as Guy Fawkes Night (Nov. 
5) appropriated many of the Halloween traditions. In France, some 
Christian families prayed beside the graves of their loved ones, leaving 
dishes of milk for them. In Italy, some families left out a large meal 
for ghosts of family members before they left for church services. In 

Spain, special pastries, bones of the holy, were baked and put on the 
graves in the churchyard.

U.S. Customs
Colonists in the South and in Maryland recognized All Hallows’ 

Eve on church calendars. Puritans maintained strong opposition to 
the holiday, along with other traditional celebrations of the established 
church, including Christmas. Mass Irish and Scottish immigration 
during the 19th century increased the holiday’s celebration in the 
U.S. It was gradually assimilated into mainstream society by the first 
decade of the 20th century.

Trick or treating does not seem to have become a widespread 
practice until the 1930s, when the term “trick or treat” appeared in 
print in 1934. It spread from the western U.S. eastward. It was stalled 
by sugar rationing during World War II. The October 1947 issues of 
the children’s magazines Jack and Jill and Children’s Activities had 
articles on trick or treating. The Baby Snooks Show in 1946 and The 
Jack Benny Show and The Adventures of Ozzie and Harriet in 1948 
had Halloween episodes. In 1952, Walt Disney portrayed it in the 
cartoon Trick or Treat, Ozzie and Harriet were besieged by trick-or-
treaters in their Halloween episode, and UNICEF conducted their 
first national campaign for children to raise funds for the charity while 
trick-or-treating.

Halloween History
www.halloweenhistory.org

(Continued from Page 6)
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512-302-5555  
800-252-1310  
www.atfcu.org

5 Years Fixed

No Closing Costs2
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1Annual Percentage Rate. Actual rate may vary depending on credit qualifications. 
Rates and terms are subject to change without notice. 2Austin Telco pays all standard 
closing costs for Home Equity/HELOC loans below $100,000. These costs include: title 
search, flood determination, credit report, and county filing fees. If necessary, 
additional fees for appraisal, survey, and/or title company closing costs will 
be the responsibility of the borrower. Estimated costs will be disclosed upon 
receipt of application. Federally insured by NCUA. NMLS#: 422857.

Join Online Today!

APR1

Clothes moths can cause considerable damage to materials 
containing wool, fur or other animal-derived products. There are two 
common clothes moths, case making clothes moths and webbing 
clothes moths. The names describe the larval (caterpillar) stage of the 
moth. Case-making clothes moths spin silken cases that they drag 
along with them while they feed. Webbing clothes moths feed within 
silken burrows that they spin over the surface of fabric.

Adults are small, tan moths about 3/8 an inch long. They are weak 
fliers and avoid light. Larvae like to feed in protected areas, such as 
folded clothing, and rarely leave their food source.

To reduce or avoid clothes moth problems, the following tips 
may be helpful:

Locate & remove any infested items.
Look in drawers & closets; on the floor; on or under furniture; on 

or in walls, ceilings & attics.
Launder or dry clean clothing.
Periodically shake & air out items such as rugs & clothing.
Use heat and/ or cold to kill insects in infested items.

CLOTHES 
MOTHS

Thoroughly clean storage areas.
Store clothing in tightly sealed containers.
Cedar is not that effective in repelling clothes moths.
Cedar must be freshly cut or chipped for vapors to be effective & 

vapors lose potency quickly.
Mothballs (naphthalene or paradichlorobenzene) can be used to 

repel insects.
Read & follow all label instructions.
Use only in sealed areas or closed containers.
Note that the fumes from these products may soften or melt some 

plastics.
Insecticide sprays can be used to supplement sanitation techniques.
Remove all items from the area before treating with an insecticide.
Allow area to completely dry before returning items.
For more information or help with identification, contact Wizzie 

Brown, Texas AgriLife Extension Service Program Specialist at 
512.854.9600. Check out my blog at www.urban-ipm.blogspot.com
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Submitted by Vicki Odom
Hosting an International Exchange Student is such a 

great experience for all of those involved. It leads to a better 
understanding between individuals of other cultures, hopefully 
branching its way out to a more peaceful global society. But 
don’t just take my word about it, read about Nelva’s experience 
and understanding of the exchange program.

I'm so lucky to have been placed with a great host family in 
Texas! The best part is when we share each other’s cultures and 
have a lot of quality time together. I'm blessed to have chance to 
study in American High School. 

Being an exchange student is hard. For the first couple days it 
was hard because I didn’t know anybody, the moving class system 
is new for me and sometimes it's hard to understand what they 
say. But America is really friendly and handy so I got a lot of help 
from them. From the exchange program, people can really get to 
know each other, people start to respect each other and we can 
start a new chapter to have a better world. 

So if you want to enrich your life, host an exchange student!
Nelva is from Indonesia and is spending the academic year 

here in Texas as part of the Kennedy-Lugar Youth Exchange 
and Study (YES) program. This program is funded by the US 
Department of State which provides scholarships for secondary 
school students from countries with significant Muslim 
populations. As part of her program year, Nelva is required 
to perform at least 60 hours of community service (however 
most YES students hours amount to hundreds of hours) and 
continue working with the program in her home country.

Our application process for the 2016 Spring Semester and 
2016/2017 academic year will soon be opening. School spots 
in our area tend to fill up rather quickly, so get your application 
in early to host one of these amazing students!

Ayusa is a non-profit organization founded in 1981 to 
promote global learning and leadership through foreign 
exchange, study abroad, and leadership programs for high 
school students from the U.S. and around the world.

For more information about hosting a high school foreign 
exchange student, please contact your local representative 
Vicki Odom at 832.455.7881 or vodom@ayusa.org or Ayusa 
at 1.888.552.9872 or by visiting the website at www.ayusa.org.

Hosting an International 
Exchange Student 

FEEL GOOD. 
DO GOOD.

SOUTHWEST FAMILY YMCA
512.891.9622  AustinYMCA.org

SAVE
$48

JOIN
in October

We believe strengthening the community starts with you. 
At the Southwest Family YMCA, we will make sure you have 
the expertise and support needed to learn, grow and thrive. 

As you grow stronger, you’ll strengthen your family and your 
neighborhood, and that makes us all stronger.  

Feel good. Do good. Join today.

Oct 2015 Peel.indd   3 9/9/2015   10:00:15 AM

The Heart Gallery of 
Central Texas

By Megan Ransom

Marques is a charming and quiet young man. He loves 
basketball and enjoys most all sports. He also enjoys riding his 
bike, playing video games, and listening to music. He would 
enjoy being in a family that would provide activities for him 
to be active, especially sports. He would like to have a Mom 
that is caring and loving. He would also like to have a father 
that will do “guy things” like playing basketball and camping.

Adopting a child from the foster care system requires little 
or no cost to the adoptive family and funding may be available 
to help the adoptive family support the child or sibling group.

The Heart Gallery of Central Texas is a program of 
Partnerships for Children. To learn more about the adoption or 
fostering process, please call the Heart Gallery of Central Texas 
at (512) 834-4756, email heartgallery@partnershipsforchildren.
org or visit our website at www.partnershipsforchildren.org
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www.ClimateMechanical.com

8312 S. Congress Ave., Austin, Tx 78745

512-440-0123
Contact us Today!

Free CPR & Defibrillator Training
Every second counts ….be prepared! 

When: Sunday October 22 at 7:00pm
Where: Towne Square Community Center

Free First Aid For Depression Workshop 
Speaker: Janette Moré, Mental Fitness Trainer

It has been reported that 1 in 10 Americans are taking antidepressants. For women 
in their 40s and 50s, the number is closer to 1 in 4. Many patients seek help from 
medication to help them feel better without obtaining a thorough evaluation 

as to whether they may truly be classified as being clinically depressed. Their assumption is 
that the benefits of the drugs outweigh the risks. Studies have shown that for mild cases of 
depression, there is little difference in the reduction of symptoms in medicated patients than 
in those taking an active placebo. If the patient also seeks counseling, the results are even 
more encouraging. 

Join Janette, Mental Fitness Trainer, for an informative talk to learn how to make deliberate 
responses to the problems that life sends your way. 

When: Tuesday, Oct. 20, 2015 @ 7:00pm 
Where: Towne Square Community Center
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Attention South Austin… there is no need to cross the river. We 
repeat, NO NEED to cross the river. We’ll hold for cheers. The 
Blood Center of Central Texas is back in South Austin starting 

early October. Stay tuned for more details on our grand opening 
celebration (i.e. the party we’re throwing for YOU, our new 

neighbors). But in the meantime, start marking your calendars 
because in early October our new center will be open:

Sunday 10:00am – 3:00pm and
Wednesday through Friday 8:00am – 6:00pm

Did we mention you can find us just across the street at
3100 W Slaughter Ln Austin, TX 78748

 
Register to donate at www.inyourhands.org

or call 512-206-1266 with questions.

The South Center will take appointments for Whole Blood
and Double Red Cell donations.

Sudoku
The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.
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SUDOKU

Sudoku
The goal is to fill in the grid so that every row, every column, and

every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9. Each digit may
appear only once in each row, each column, and each 3x3 box.

© 2006. Feature Exchange



Copyright © 2015 Peel, Inc.	 Legend Oaks II - October 2015    13

LEGEND OAKS

If you are a high school senior applying to college for the fall of 
2016, it is very likely you and thousands of other students across 
the country have given at least some thought as to what you will 
write for the infamous college admissions essay.  Some schools may 
require what they call a “personal statement,” while others may 
ask for answers to a series of short questions, an essay written on a 
specific topic chosen by that particular college or university’s office of 
admissions, or even just a general sample of your writing.  Regardless 
of the actual criteria, the reason many colleges and universities ask 
for a sample of your writing remains the same:  to get to know a bit 
more about you as an applicant and as a person, and to understand 
better the quality of your writing.  However, the writing portion of 
the application can be rather beneficial to you as an applicant as well.  
Rather than dreading the writing portion of the application, think of 
this as an opportunity to write your own letter of recommendation.  
What do you want an admissions officer to know about you?

As you approach your writing, keep in mind the following in hopes 
of crafting the essay that best represents you:  

What does your application already say about you?  Do not restate 
that which you may have conveyed elsewhere in your application 
or re-list all of your accomplishments.  Rather, the essay should be 
a forum for sharing new information or to express reflections on 
your experiences.

Do NOT write what you think the admissions committee wants to 
hear.  Rather, use your own voice and write in your own style so that 
your work represents you as a person.  Your topic does not need to be 
as unique as your approach and your ideas.  Be honest and sincere.

Focus on that which is important to you, thinking about that which 
you love and that for which you have a passion.  In writing about 
that which you know best and in which you have a personal interest, 
you will avoid the lofty, detached writing that is of little interest to 
anyone.  Aim to capture the interest of your reader because of your 
obvious familiarity with and interest in the topic about which you 
are writing.  

Keep your reader wanting more; convince the admission officer 
you are someone who will compliment and enhance the college/
university community.

Think small and do not ramble.  All too often students try to 
cram too much into their essay.  It is better to focus on one specific 
issue, event, or moment in time, clearly illustrating the nuances of 
your story.

If a school asks if you have any additional information to share 
in your application, accept this as an opportunity to do just that.  
Ask yourself, does your application provide the admission staff of 
all that you would like them to know about you before evaluating 
your application, or are there factors that have not yet been shared?  
This can be an effective way of communicating with the reader if 
you have not had an opportunity to do so elsewhere.  Most often, 
this space can be used to explain a seemingly questionable period in 
your academic record or to boast a bit about an accomplishment or 
award of which you are most proud.  Although you need to remain 
consistent with the voice you have used throughout the rest of your 
application, think of this as an opportunity to speak personally 
with the individual or group of individuals who will be making the 
final decision regarding your admission.  If this is your first choice 
school, convey that here.  If you had a rocky sophomore year due to 
a death in your family, your parents’ divorce or simply put, a lack of 
interest in your academics at that particular point in your education, 
share that information if you believe it is important in defining 
who you are and why you should gain admission to a particular 
school.  Remember your goal and purpose in writing: you want an 
admissions officer to have a clear understanding of who you are not 
only as an applicant, but also as a student and as a person.  This is 
your opportunity to do just that!
Bridget Larrabee is a certified secondary school AP English and 
writing teacher, former admissions officer and college counselor.  

She currently works from home, assisting students on ways to 
improve their writing.

512.263.9181
Call today for more info

From design to 
print to mail, 

Quality Printing 
can help you with 

all of your
printing needs! Or visit our website at:

www.QualityPrintingofAustin.com
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DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. 
Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted 
by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content 
with this publication. All warranties and representations made in the advertising 
content are solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content 
should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or 
failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such 
advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher 
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes, 
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of 
misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other 
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, 
except as limited to liabilities stated above.

The Legend Oaks newlsetter is a private publication published by Peel, Inc. It is 
not sanctioned by any homeowners association or organization, nor is it subject 
to the approval of any homeowners association or organization, nor is it intended, 
nor implied to replace any publication that may be published by or on behalf 
of any homeowners association or organization. At no time will any source be 
allowed to use The Legend Oaks newlsetter contents, or loan said contents, to 
others in anyway, shape or form, nor in any media, website, print, film, e-mail, 
electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or 
any use for profit, political campaigns, or other self amplification, under penalty 
of law without written or expressed permission from Peel, Inc. The information 
in the newsletter is exclusively for the private use of Peel, Inc. 

Pruning Guidelines for Prevention of Oak Wilt in Texas 

NOW IS THE TIME TO 
PRUNE YOUR OAK TREES
Oak wilt, caused by the fungus Ceratocystis fagacearum, is the 

most destructive disease affecting live oaks and red oaks in Central 
Texas. Most of the tree mortality results from treeto-tree spread of 
the pathogen through interconnected or grafted root systems, once 
an oak wilt center becomes established. New infection centers begin 
when beetles carry oak wilt fungal spores from infected red oaks to 
fresh, open wounds on healthy oaks. Wounds include any damage 
caused by wind, hail, vehicles, construction, squirrels, birds or pruning. 
Research has shown that both oak wilt fungal mats on infected red 
oaks and insects that carry oak wilt spores are most prevalent in the 
spring. Below is a brief description of how you can reduce the risk of 
fungal spread when pruning. 
•	 Always paint fresh wounds on oaks, including pruning cuts and 

stumps, with wound dressing or latex paint immediately after 
pruning or live tree removal at all times of the year. 

•	 Clean all pruning tools with 10% bleach solution or Lysol™ between 
sites and/or trees. 

•	 If possible avoid pruning or wounding of oaks during the spring 
(currently defined as February1 through June 30). Reasons to prune 
in the spring include: 

•	 To accommodate public safety concerns such as hazardous limbs, 
traffic visibility or emergency utility line clearance.  

•	 To repair damaged limbs (from storms or other anomalies) 
•	 To remove limbs rubbing on a building or rubbing on other 

branches, and to raise low limbs over a street. 
•	 On sites where construction schedules take precedence, pruning any 

live tissue should only be done to accommodate required clearance. 
•	 Dead branch removal where live tissue is not exposed. 

Pruning for other reasons (general tree health, non-safety related 
clearance or thinning, etc.) should be conducted before February 1 
or after June 30. 

Debris from diseased red oaks should be immediately chipped, 
burned or buried. Regardless of the reasons or time of year, proper 
pruning techniques should be used. These techniques include making 
proper pruning cuts and avoiding injurious practices such as topping 
or excessive crown thinning. If you are uncertain about any of this 
information, you should consult with a Texas Oak Wilt Certified 
arborist, ISA Certified Arborist, or an oak wilt specialist from a city, 
county or state government agency such as the Texas Forest Service 
or Texas AgriLife Extension Service. 

References available at http://www.TexasOakWilt.org.

There’s never a good time  
for an accident to happen. But 
when it does, you can count on 
me to be there quickly so you  
can get your life back to normal.
GET TO A BETTER STATE™.
CALL ME TODAY.

When “That 
will never 
happen  
to me” 
happens.

I’m ready to help.

1101204.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Lee Ann LaBorde, Agent
8400 Brodie Ln Ste 105

Austin, TX  78745
Bus: 512-282-3100

leeann@leeannlaborde.net
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Be sure to include the following
so we can let you know!

Name: _________________________________________       
                               (first name, last initial)

Age:__________

Color the drawing below and mail the  
finished artwork to us at:

Peel, Inc. - Kids Club
308 Meadowlark St

Lakeway, TX 78734-4717
We will select the top few and post their artwork 

on our Facebook Page - Facebook.com/PeelInc.
DUE: October 31st

LO
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Webb Real Estate

Bryan Webb
Broker, Owner
Certified Negotiations Expert
Cell: (512) 415-7379
bryan@bryanwebbtx.com

“Your home sold in 39 days, or we’ll sell it for FREE”

Patty Webb
Realtor
Cell: (512) 415-6321
patty@webbcirclec.com

“Your home sold in 39 days, or we’ll sell it for FREE”
Did you know – many Realtors make careless 
mistakes that cost the SELLER, thousands of 

dollars and add additional stress?
Real Recent Examples Cost to Seller
Realtor listed incorrect number of rooms                                       $22,000
Realtor listed incorrect schools feeding home                               $15,000
Realtor selected the wrong buyer(multiple offers)                        $20,000

Webb Real Estate All Other SW Austin

Sale Price
Number of Days on Market

101% of List Price
9 Days

98.5%
44 Days

Not only do mistakes cost the SELLER $$$, they also add additional stress…the homes 
above stayed on the market, on average, an additional 34 days. Let the numbers do 
the talking…compare Webb Real Estate with all other Realtors just in SW Austin.

• Don’t sign with another Realtor until you meet the Webb team  
• Don’t choose the wrong Realtor
• And Don’t sign with another Realtor until you meet the Webb team

Most of us know someone who is a Realtor. Maybe your co-worker’s 
cousin is not the best person to trust the sale of your greatest ASSET


