
Copyright © 2016 Peel, Inc. Meyerlander Monthly - January 2016     110     Meyerlander - March 2013 Copyright © 2013 Peel, Inc.

TM

MONTHLY

Official Publication of the 
Meyerland Community Improvement Association

Volume 4 | Issue 1 JANUARY 2016MEYERLAND.NET

A New Year, A New Start



2     Meyerlander Monthly - January 2016 Copyright © 2016 Peel, Inc.10     Meyerlander - March 2013 Copyright © 2013 Peel, Inc.

TM

MONTHLY

Sotheby’s International Realty and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are registered (or unregistered) service marks used with 
permission. Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. Real estate agents affiliated with Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. are 
independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. Equal housing opportunity.

If you are thinking of buying or selling a 
home in Meyerland, allow us to provide 
you with our Meyerland expertise, the 
strength of Martha Turner Sotheby’s 
International Realty’s worldwide network 
and a Relocation department coordinating 
moves of buyers into Houston.

We’re
looking forward to

2016
as Meyerland revitalizes & continues 

to be a desirable area for homeowners.

You deserve a great Realtor® who knows 

Meyerland!
We have over 50 years of combined experience.

BRENA MOGLOVKIN
RE A LTO R-AS SO CIAT E®

Circ l e of E xc el le n c e M e m b e r

832.264.6007
bmoglovkin@marthaturner.com

TERRY COMINSKY
RE A LTO R-AS SO CIAT E®

Circ le of E xc el le n c e M e m b e r

713.558.3331
tcominsky@marthaturner.com
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MCIA OFFICE 
Amy Hoechstetter ............................... MCIA General Manager
Catherine Martin, Randi Cahill ...............................Office Staff

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday - Thursday .................................. 9:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Friday ............................... 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Central Time 

Closed Saturday, Sunday, and holidays.
Telephone........................................................... 713-729-2167 
Fax  .....................................................................713-729-0048
General Email ..........................................office@meyerland.net
Architectural Control ............................... randi@meyerland.net
Community Assistance ....................... catherine@meyerland.net

4999 West Bellfort St., Houston, TX 77035
Visit our website at www.meyerland.net

SECURITY
Precinct 5 Constable (including burglar alarms)  ..........281-463-6666
Emergency .......................................................................... 911
Houston Police Dept. Non-Emergency ........................713-884-3131

CITY OF HOUSTON
Houston Help & Information... ...............311 or 713-837-0311
District C Council Member, Ellen Cohen ...........832-393-3004
Meyer Branch Library .........................................832-393-1840
Godwin Park Community Center .......................713-393-1840
CENTERPOINT ENERGY 
Electric outages or electric emergencies
  ............................................713-207-2222 or 800-332-7143
Suspected natural gas leak
  ............................................713-659-2111 or 888-876-5786

For missed garbage pickup, water line break, dead animals, traffic signals, 
and other city services, dial 311. Some mobile phone users may need 
to dial 713-837-0311.

 
EXECUTIVE BOARD
President .................................................. Elizabeth Black Berry
Vice-President ......................................................... Jim Walters
Treasurer ............................................................ Gerald Radack
Secretary ...................................................................Mike Jones

SECTION DIRECTORS
Charles Goforth ..........................................................Section 1
Bill Goforth.................................................................Section 1
Jim Walters ..................................................................Section 2
Emilio Hisse ................................................................Section 2
Open ...........................................................................Section 3
Cary Robinson ............................................................Section 4
Gary Altergott .............................................................Section 5
Open ...........................................................................Section 5
Elizabeth Black Berry ..................................................Section 6
Lisa Gossett .................................................................Section 6
Gerda Gomez ..............................................................Section 7
Open ...........................................................................Section 7
Marlene Rocher ................................................ Section 8 North
Paul Connor ..................................................... Section 8 North
Jordan Longerot ................................................Section 8 South
Open .................................................................Section 8 South
Larry Rose .......................................................... Section 8 West
Steve Fowlkes ..................................................... Section 8 West
Open .........................................................................Section 10
Mike Jones ...................................................................At-Large
Gerald Radack ..............................................................At-Large

IMPORTANT CONTACTS

NEWSLETTER INFORMATION

MCIA Publications Committee
Gerald Radack - Editor
Elizabeth Black Berry

Amy Hoechstetter
Gerda Gomez

Shirley Hou
Marlene Rocher

Joyce Young

Send comments to meyerlander@meyerland.net

Publisher - Peel Inc. ........................................ www.peelinc.com
Advertising .......................................................1-888-687-6444

Photo Opt Out - If you do not want your home’s photograph featured 
in the newsletter, please send an e-mail to meyerlander@meyerland.net 
with your address and the subject line “Opt-Out.”

Ad Disclaimer Statement - The Meyerland Community Improvement 
Association neither represents nor endorses the accuracy or reliability 
of any advertisement in our newsletter. We strongly encourage you to 
do your own due diligence before responding to any advertisement.

Meyerlander and Meyerlander Monthly are trademarks of the 
Meyerland Community Improvement Association (MCIA).

© Copyright MCIA 2015, All Rights Reserved

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
To contact a member of the Board of Directors, please visit

www.meyerland.net and click Contact Us.
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The Ladies of Lymbar 
Dr. is a group of 

neighbors who met 
during National Night 
Out week and have 
plans to advocate 
for their section of 

Meyerland.  

by Elizabeth Black Berry
Happy 2016 fellow Meyerlanders! Like many, you may have 

made some resolutions or goals for the New Year. Consider adding 
one more goal for 2016: Contribute in some way, big or small, to 
your community. Consider one of the following or offer something 
“outside the box”:
•	 Help host a small neighborhood get-together, at your home, or at 

a venue which we will help you locate
•	 Write a short article for the Meyerlander
•	 Help MCIA plan and host a 2016 Residents’ Security Seminar
•	 Offer your expertise or connections on an as-needed basis 

(printing; interior design; connection with city or county officials; 
architecture; landscape).

•	 Run for MCIA Board (more in next month’s issue and on 
meyerland.net) or offer to sit on an MCIA Committee.

•	 Offer to obtain residents’ signatures when your Section’s Deed 
Restrictions come up for amendment and restatement.

•	 Suggest other community events to get to know your neighbors.
From the 2015-2016 MCIA Board and me, we wish you a happy, 

healthy, successful and neighborly 2016!

New Year’s Resolutions
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by Joyce Young
On November 15, over 500 people showed up at 

Godwin Park to revel in the biennial Afternoon in the 
Park celebration. The day was perfect with sunny skies 
and autumnal temperatures. Visitors were greeted by 
MCIA directors and Meyerland residents received a 
“Houston Strong, Meyerland Proud” t-shirt designed 
by Section 8 North Director, Marlene Rocher, and her 
friend Brenda Groover. Along with the t-shirt, residents 
were given a free tote bag and coupon book, courtesy 
of Palais Royal.

The children were entertained by two bouncy areas, 
a petting zoo, face painting and balloon animals. In 
addition, this year there was an outdoor photo booth 
where individuals, families and friends were able to 
capture their fun day in the park while accessorizing 
with crazy and fun glasses, signs, boas, etc. The Houston 
mounted police, Precinct 5 constables and Citizens on 
Patrol were on hand to greet the residents. Long time 
Meyerland supporters, Brena Moglovkin and Terry 
Cominsky of Martha Turner Sotheby’s International 
Realty, provided cupcakes while Ed Wolff, President 
of Beth Wolff Realtors provided water and koozies. 
Belden’s Supermarket generously donated sodas, Blue 
Bell ice cream cups and spoons. The MCIA provided 
James Coney Island hotdogs, popcorn and cookies. 
Shred-It provided onsite shredding services during the 
festivities.

The beautiful weather provided a steady stream of 
visitors to the park who not only enjoyed the food 
and festivities, but were also treated to three hours of 
music provided by Jonathan Moody of San Antonio. 
His collection of Americana, Country and Acoustic 
Rock was the perfect repertoire that kept the crowd 
entertained and the little ones dancing. By afternoon’s 
end, the crowd was sated, happy and thankful for the 
experience.

Afternoon in the Park began in the early 2000’s as an 
event to encourage neighborly interaction and kinship. 
It is a biennial event that takes months of planning 
and hard work by a volunteer committee comprised 
of Shirley Hou, Amy Hoechstetter, Gerald Radack, 
Marlene Rocher, Elizabeth Black Berry and Joyce Young. 
The event is sponsored by the Meyerland Community 
Improvement Association (MCIA) who appreciate the 
residents who timely pay their assessment dues.

Afternoon in the Park’s 2015 event was another 
rewarding community inspired celebration and MCIA 
would like to thank all residents and directors who made 
this event so successful.

Afternoon in the Park – A Community Celebration
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by Joyce Young
This year’s Afternoon in the Park brought something new. 

Instead of coordinating various musical and entertainment 
acts, Shirley Hou, event coordinator, booked a three hour 
concert by Jonathan Moody. Moody’s brand of Americana, 
Country and Acoustic Rock provided the crowds with a 
wonderful mix of various cover songs. Interspersed with the 
music were some of Moody’s original songs. Requests were 
made by the crowd, songs were played and feet were tapping. 
There was James Taylor, The Wallflowers, Tim McGraw, 
Leonard Cohen and much more.

Moody is a native Texan who graduated from A&M College 
Station where he played baseball. After college he got a “real” 
job using his agricultural degree. In his mid-20’s he started 
performing at open mic nights and the passion grew from 
there. Today he writes his own music along with performing 
favorite popular music. He has performed on both the Grand 
Ole Opry and House of Blues stages. He was also the opening 
act in one of Robert Earl Keene’s concert tours. Moody makes 
his home in the Hill Country. In April 2013 he released his 
first 6-song CD that includes all original songs.

Afternoon in the Park Concert

LawnCare

www.AustinLandscaping.net

Average mow price in your area is only $30.00 for weekly and $35.00 for biweekly service!

WHY CHOOSE OUR SERVICES?

We offer online billing and accept 
all credit cards

We have balanced billing main-
tenance plans for carefree auto-
mated service

We customize each maintenance 
plan to match the clients budget 
and goals

Our landscape designs are hardy, 
lush, and professional and our 
pricing is competitive

Our managers are native, degreed & 
experienced with local landscapes

713.778.1476

2007 Recipient of Mayoral Honorable Mention Award, Keep Houston Beautiful
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Wednesday, January 13

JANUARY
is TREE Waste Collection Month

by Charles Goforth
Meyerland residents along with residents from Willow Meadows, 

Willowbend, Westbury, Bellaire, Maplewood, etc. have concerns 
regarding the sewage overflow that has been seen coming from 
some of the sanitary manhole openings during and after the recent 
heavy rains.

Houston is experiencing one of the wettest years on record and 
this is contributing to the inundation of water to the sanitary lines. 
When the sanitary lines are overcharged the release comes in the 
form of overflow at the low spots. If the overflow is obstructed and 
not allowed to exit at the low spots, then there is the possibility of 
spillage into homes. The release from the manholes is typically 80% 
or greater non-sanitary discharge, i.e., storm water (rain).

Jason Iken, Senior Assistant Director of Public Works Engineering 
confirmed the following information.

The main sources of sanitary line discharge include rainwater, 
which is by far the largest contributor. It can enter the system from 
multiple spots, including the breather holes in the manhole covers 
themselves. Once a street or backyard is flooded the water gushes 
into the system almost immediately and inundates the relatively small 
sanitary lines (as compared to the larger storm water drain lines).

Another contributor to the discharge is older, concrete slip joint 
pipes that drain from the house to the city line in the backyard. 
These old non-sealed lines along with missing or damaged (usually 
from lawnmowers) cleanout caps allow for the rainwater that pools 
in your backyard to enter the system.

There are also numerous sanitary manholes within a city block 
including backyards. Since these manholes are at ground level or 
below, rainwater will enter the sewer system when flooding occurs.

Pools that are not drained to the street contribute to the initial 
overflow and extend the duration of the overflow release. Homes 
that have installed backyard drains and/or have their gutter 
downspouts connected to the sanitary drain system are contributing 
to the problem. Even though the city does not allow this, many 
homeowners/contractors do this to avoid lengthy and expensive 
drain lines to the street that require permitting.

According to Iken there are steps that can be taken in order to 
lessen the overflow events.

Make sure any openings in your sanitary line from the house to 
the city line is sealed. Make sure you don't have anything openly 
draining into the sanitary line other than sanitary wastewater from 

Why Is Water Coming Out 
of the Sewer?

your home, i.e., backyard drains and gutter downspouts. Wait until 
well after the rain event to drain your pool down to normal levels. 
To avoid excess ponding in your backyard, install yard drains and 
gutter downspouts that empty to the front of your home (not to the 
sewer drain line). Make sure fence lines are clear of debris and water 
can easily pass through or under pickets. Properly grade your yard 
especially if you have a sanitary manhole cover in your backyard. 
Make sure the water flows away from it and not toward it.

In addition, there are steps the City of Houston can take. These 
include improving street drainage, which in large part means 
improving bayou drainage (county responsibility), so street manholes 
are not covered over with storm water during average rain events. 
The City can continue to replace failing sections of the system to 
ensure the most adequate flow possible, and in doing so replace 
the connections from the homes. The City can also spend more 
infrastructure dollars on the entire system including entry point, 
transportation lines, lift stations and treatment plant facilities with 
the understanding that there is a point of diminishing returns.
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Location. Location.
Innovation.
Meyerland has long been one of the city’s most desirable neighborhoods. And now 

Meritage Homes will be providing a rare opportunity for 14 discerning 

homebuyers to own a brand new luxury home within this coveted neighborhood. 

Choose from seven unique floor plans from 3,800 to 5,200 sq ft, highlighted by 

exquisite finishes, and elegant appointments.  These incredibly energy-efficient 

ENERGY-STAR® homes start in the high $900s. After all, your dream home should 

save you money and let you spend it on things you enjoy, not high utility bills. Plus, 

with beautifully designed floor plans and close proximity to Uptown, Downtown 

and Loop 610, you’ll love where you call home. Now selling by appointment.

The potential amount of energy savings is based on a 2012 average HERS score of 65 or less. Actual energy savings and performance of any home or any of its features may vary widely, and may be more or 
less than indicated savings and performance, depending on the personal energy consumption choices of the occupants and changes in energy provider rates and programs. Pictures and other promotional 
materials are representative and may depict or contain floor plans, square footages (All base square footages are shown as “A” elevation with masonry and may be greater or less than the base square footage 
based on the elevation.), elevations, options, upgrades, extra design features, decorations, floor coverings, specialty light fixtures, custom paint and wall coverings, window treatments (such as shutters, drapes, 
etc.), landscaping, pool, spa, sound and alarm systems, furnishings, appliances, and other designer/decorator features and amenities that are not included as part of the home and/ or may not be available in 
all communities. Home and community information is subject to change, and homes to prior sale, at any time without notice or obligation. Not an offer or solicitation to sell real property. Offers to sell real property 
may only be made and accepted at the sales center for individual Meritage Homes communities. See sales associate for details. Meritage Homes® is a registered trademark of Meritage Homes Corporation. 
©2015 Meritage Homes Corporation. All rights reserved.

Meyerland

610

610

Meyerland

59

SOUTH POST
OAK DR

 

Call or visit us online. 
877-715-8720 | meritagehomes.com/houston
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Description: The position includes marketing our community 
newsletters to local and area businesses. It is a flexible position 
that allows you to work from home and set your own hours.

Roles: Stimulate new advertising accounts in our community 
newsletters. Maintain current accounts assigned to you by 
Sales Manager. Service your accounts by assisting them from 
ad design to final proof approval.

Skills: Excellent communication through email and phone, with 
high level presentation and relationship-building skills. Strong 
prospecting and business development skills are a must. Previous 
sales experience preferred but not required.

Benefits: Commission Based 
Apply by sending resume to jobs@peelinc.com

NOW 
HIRING

Advertising Sales 
Representative

Family Owned & Operated

• Panel Upgrades
• Home Inspections
• TV Install/Mounting
• Troubleshooting 

• Remodeling 
• Landscape Lighting 
• Recessed Lighting 
• Home Generators

SERVICING ALL OF YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS

Residential & Commercial
Licensed & Insured

Take $25.00 OFF 
YOUR NEXT SERVICE 

CALL

Call Us!!
713-467-1125 281-897-0001

www.WiredES.com
TECL 22809 Master 100394

24/7 
SERVICE

by Charles Goforth
Installation of irrigation and landscaping 

along the Beechnut esplanades from Endicott 
to Chimney Rock is underway. With this latest 
phase, the areas surrounding the Meyerland 
monument signs will be irrigated and landscaped. 
The delays have been plentiful, but the end result 
will be well worth the wait. As with our other 
irrigation/planting areas, this is part of the City 
of Houston’s Adopt-An-Esplanade program 
whereby Meyerland installs the irrigation system 
and maintains the landscaping, and the City of 
Houston provides the water.

Meyerland was the original participant in the 
Adopt-An-Esplanade program which began in 
1979. Unfortunately, due to the high costs of 
maintaining and repairing old, corrosive steel 
pipes, the irrigation system was abandoned. With 
new products, such as plastic (PVC) pipes and 
flexible sprinkler heads, the Association found it 
feasible to renew the irrigation system.

Future Landscaping on Beechnut
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by Charles Goforth
Meyerland Community Improvement Association took advantage 

of a matching grant program offered by the City of Houston to 
improve the W. Bellfort esplanades. A special thanks to Council 
Members David Robinson for initiating the program, Ellen Cohen 
for assistance in procuring the funds and Larry Green. Also thanks 
to our W. Bellfort neighbors Salem Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
Cabana Car Wash and Gabbanelli Accordions for their letters of 
support.

New Landscaping at 
W. Bellfort Sign

by the MCIA Office
The MCIA Board of Directors is releasing proposed changes to 

the Sections 7-C and 8-I deed restrictions which may be found on 
our website, www.meyerland.net. The Board solicited feedback from 
residents through December 31st. The next step is for the committee 
to review the suggestions and make a final recommendation. A final 
version for signature may be presented to residents as early as mid-
January.

The Board feels that the proposed amendments are necessary 
to allow property owners to optimize the use of their lots while 
maintaining the quality of care and construction in Meyerland.

We are requesting that all homeowners carefully review this 
proposed deed restriction set as the documents contained therein 
will be presented to the board for approval and adoption. Even if you 
do not live in Sections 7-C and 8-I, future revisions will be based on 
a similar framework of deed restrictions. The proposed changes are 
available at www.meyerland.net.

Proposed Deed 
Restriction Changes in 

Sections 7-C and 8-I
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LEADING MEDICINE STARTS WITH HOUSTON METHODIST PRIMARY CARE.
At Houston Methodist, your family’s well-being is at the center of all we do. From simple checkups to more complex 
concerns, our board-certified physicians provide the compassionate care you need, as well as access to our leading 
network of world-class specialists.

For an appointment, schedule online at houstonmethodist.org/pcg 
or call 713.394.6638.

Many practices offer:

• Online scheduling

• Same-day access

• Convenient locations

• After-hours access
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Editor’s Note: The following letter was enclosed with each homeowner’s 
2016 annual assessment. The letter is re-printed here to ensure all 
homeowners receive this important information.

Dear MCIA Member,
Your 2016 invoice for the annual Meyerland Community 

Improvement Association (MCIA) Maintenance Fee and Security 
Assessment was mailed in December. If appropriate, past due 
assessments, legal fees and other amounts due to the MCIA are 
also shown. The total amount is due and payable January 1, 2016. 
Unpaid amounts will be considered delinquent after February 1, 
2016. Property owners will be charged on April 1, 2016, a 10% 
interest fee per annum for unpaid maintenance fees.

2016 Maintenance Assessment
The maintenance fee for 2016 remains at 2.1123 cents per square 

foot of lot area for all Meyerland properties for yet another year. 
This rate has not changed since it was first assessed in 2007. The 
MCIA volunteer Board of Directors and the professional staff work 
hard to keep costs low by searching for ways to bring value to the 
neighborhood on a cost effective basis.

2016 Security Assessment
Meyerland will maintain seven (7) Harris County Precinct 5 

deputies on patrol for 2016. The Security Assessment remains a flat 
rate of $237.17 per property and fully covers the cost of this contract. 
This cost is a function of the number of deputies that patrol under 
our contract and is set by Harris County. All city neighborhoods pay 
the same rate per deputy. The County requires that each property 
within the contract be charged an equal amount. The rate charged 
by the County is currently unchanged from 2015.

Save the Date
The MCIA Annual Meeting will be held in March 2016. The 

Annual Meeting is YOUR forum for official MCIA business. We 
will announce the exact date and venue in a future issue of the 
Meyerlander newsletter and it will be posted on our website found 
at www.meyerland.net. The meeting is normally held in one of the 
elementary schools within Meyerland. Please plan to attend.

Financial Condition
Your Association will finish 2015 in solid financial condition. Each 

year an independent CPA firm audits the MCIA financial records. 
Annual audit reports are posted on the web site.

What the Future Holds
In this upcoming year, we intend to focus on updating the 

restrictions and policies and completing the scheduled improvements 
to the grounds MCIA works diligently to maintain. The demographic 
and lifestyle changes, as seen in the new Meyerland construction over 
the last decade, will further improve Meyerland. If you want to be a 
part of the decisions made for this outstanding neighborhood, let us 
know. The board needs dedicated, decisive people who have a strong 
desire to see the growth and success of our neighborhood. We can be 
contacted via email at office@meyerland.net or by phone at 713-729-

Annual Assessment Letter
2167. Another way to get involved is to volunteer on a committee. 
If you are interested, you may phone your section Director (contact 
information on our web site, www.meyerland.net) and tell us what 
is on your mind or where you can help.

Yours for a better Meyerland,
Elizabeth Black Berry
2015-2016 President
Note: Payments to MCIA for assessment dues are not tax 

deductible.

by the MCIA Office
The Solid Waste Management Department (SWMD) is 

encouraging residents to recycle their Christmas trees in order to save 
landfill space and disposal costs. Residents can recycle their trees by 
dropping them off at one of eighteen (18) free, drop-off, recycling 
sites located throughout Houston. The program runs from December 
26, 2015 to January 7, 2016. All facilities are closed January 1, 2016. 
In addition to the drop-off locations, residents with City of Houston 
collection may place their tree curbside on their scheduled tree waste 
day and it will be recycled. Trees that are collected for recycling will 
be ground into mulch.

NOTE: The trees must have all decorations, ornaments, tinsel, 
lights and stands removed. Flocked trees cannot be recycled.

The closest center to Meyerland is the Westpark Consumer 
Recycling Center at 5900 Westpark Road.

Residential Curbside Pick Up: January 13th

Christmas Tree 
Recycling
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE

View answers online at www.peelinc.com

ACROSS
1. Charge 
5. Syrian bishop 
9. Against 
10. Landing 
11. Leaves 
12. Boom box 
13. Allure 
15. African antelope 
16. Polite 
18. Leafy green 
21. Marry 
22. Esophagus 
26. Woken 
28. Goad 
29. Type of tooth 
30. Refer 
31. Posttraumatic stress     

disorder 
32. Sieve

DOWN
1. Nativity scene piece 
2. Competition at the Greek  

games 
3. Capital of the Ukraine 
4. Symbol 
5. Expression of surprise 
6. Emblem 
7. Pickle juice 
8. A ball out of bounds (2 wds.) 
10. Twist violently 
14. Ripper 
17. Strums 
18. Slough 
19. Ross ___, philanthropist 
20. Gods 
23. Brand of sandwich cookie 
24. Seaweed substance 
25. Cabana 
27. Blue

© 2006. Feature Exchange
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A BIG
Thank You
to our 2015
Afternoon
 in the Park
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