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Thank you to the Park Committee volunteers, lead by Chairman 
Terry Edwards, for the hard work they put into giving our Park a 
much needed spring clean-up. Special thanks to Lewis Price who, 
once again, took the time to spray for poison ivy in and along 
the more heavily traveled areas.

Newcomers to the Courtyard, if you have not been officially 
contacted and/or visited by a member of our Welcome 
Committee, please contact Denise Hogan, our new Chairperson. 
Our Welcome Committee has put together a very helpful set of 
information materials about the Courtyard that will help the 
transition into your new community go much more smoothly.

Many of us will be gone for some portion of the upcoming 
summer. Before you leave, please do not forget to cut off paper 
and mail service so materials do not pile up in front of your 
home. If you know your neighbor is gone and see this happening, 
please be kind enough to pick up those telltale “No One Home” 
signals to burglars and save them for when your neighbor returns. 
Keep an eye out and report anyone you do not know wandering 
through backyards or between houses or strange vehicles you 
might notice cruising our streets. While residents need not be 
fearful, it is good to be watchful and proactive about our safety 
and that of our community

As a resident of the Courtyard, you know how fortunate we are 
to have our private community park along Bull Creek. “Private” 
means just that – it is not open to the public. Access to enjoy the 
trails, play scape, picnic areas, dock, and pond area is a privilege 
reserved for our homeowners. The homeowner must be present 
with friends or family (not living in the Courtyard home) who 
want to use the Park, and the gate code should not be given to 
guests for their own access. Trespassers should be reported to the 
police and/or Jim Lloyd, our Security Chairman. Please don’t 
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think this is being too harsh. You would be surprised how many 
times strangers (adults, teens & their pets) with no connection 
to this neighborhood are found in our Park – especially now that 
the weather is warmer. Consider fisherman from all over central 
Texas, sunbathers with unleashed/sometimes aggressive dogs that 
they do not clean up after, even an entire yoga class – none of 
whom lived in the Courtyard. Another time two young men drove 
their fishing boat on a trailer all the way into the Park near the 
bathroom and were unloading it when they were confronted and 
told to leave. Their initial comment was that “everyone knows 
your gate code.” So that makes it alright? Then they added that 
they hadn’t damaged or stolen anything so why were we angry 
and calling the police? It’s called trespassing, people, and we will 
prosecute. Homeowners who think it doesn’t matter when they 
give the gate code out are ignoring the security problems this 
poses to their neighbors who use the Park. We have found that 
some people who gain entry got the code third or fourth hand. 
Please keep in mind before you give the code to a friend that it 
may not be your friend who later gains access to the Park using 
your gate code.

 Having said that, please note that we will be changing the 
gate code effective Wednesday, June 1. As we have done for the 
past several years, the code will be sent to you via our broadcast 
email system so please take a minute and make sure we have 
your most current email address in the website directory. www.
courtyardhoa.org. If you don’t see your name in the directory, 
go to the “Contact/Report a Problem” page and send it to the 
president’s or Communications Committee emails.

Drive Safely in the Courtyard !

Message FROM THE Board
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When PRICE matters...CALL JOANY PRICE!

609 Castle Ridge Road, Ste. 400 • Austin, TX 78746   •   M: 512.775.8942 • O: 512.328.8200 • F: 512.328.2559 
jprice@cbunited.com • www.cbunited.com/Joany.Price

Joany
Price
Your Courtyard Neighbor
& Tennis Club Member 

Realtor, CLHMS
Certified Previews™ Property Specialist
International Diamond Society
Coldwell Banker United, REALTORS 

“I am now including a complimentary membership to The Courtyard Tennis & 
Swim Club with all of my listings”.  A $1500 value.

The housing market is blooming with 
opportunities! I have BUYERS but there’s  

no inventory! I have SELLERS but they 
have no place to go! If you know of anyone 

thinking of making a change call me! It 
would be an honor to work with you, your 

friends or family!

Now that it’s Spring, 
Call Me!
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CHA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President, Leslie Craven ............... 502-1124, 585-1153 (cell)
Vice President, Paul Siegel .............................. 512-243-5419
  .......................................................... pbsiegel@gmail.com
Secretary, Cathleen Barrett ............................. 817-371-6983
Waneen Spirduso .................................. spirduso@utexas.edu
Treasurer, Jim Lloyd .............................................. 231-0855
Doug Richards  512-527-9001, dougrichards714@gmail.com
Henry Mistrot ....................................................... 459-7313
COMMITTEES
Environmental Control (ECC)
 Diana Apgar .......................415-9412, fd1966fd@aol.com
Community Park
 Terry Edwards ............................................. 214-392-4627
Welcome
 Denise Hogan ............................................. 214-403-4454
  ............................................... denise.1.hogan@gmail.com
Social Committee Chairperson
 Joany Price ......................................................... 775-8942 
Landscape & Decorating 
 Ed Ueckert ........................................................ 345-6137
Security
 Jim Lloyd ........................................................... 231-0855
Communications
 Leslie Craven ..................................................... 502-1124
 Jane Gibson (Editor - Courtyard Caller) .............. 850-3346
 .............................................................janeegib@gmail.com
Compliance
  .................................................................................Open
Kayak Committee
 Waneen Spirduso .............................. spirduso@utexas.edu
Fire Safety Committee
 Jim Carolan ........................................cell (619) 559-1978
  .......................................................jccarolan1@gmail.com
Area Development and Zoning Liaison
 Paul Siegel & Cathleen Barrett ...512-243-5419, pbsiegel@
gmail.com
MANAGEMENT COMPANY

Goodwin Management: Marilyn Childress
 11149 Research Blvd. Austin, TX 78759-5227 

512-502-7509

SUB-HOA CONTACTS
Center Court:
 Gary Doucha ..................................................... 401-3105
  .....................................................gmdoucha@yahoo.com
Travis County Courtyard (aka "Backcourt")
 Allan Nilsson .................................................... 346-8432
  .................................................... arnilsson@earthlink.net
Villas at Courtyard:
 Thomas Hoy ...................................................... 231-1270
  ............................................Thomas.Hoy@freescale.com
Wolf Court:
 Tim Sullivan ...................................................... 346-3146
  ........................................................ tsullivan@gmail.com

Courtyard Book Club
Tuesday, June 7, 2016

5216 Scout Island Cir North

 The Courtyard Book Club selection for our June meeting is 
Holy Ghost, A Memior by Donna M. Johnson. Johnson spent 
her childhood in the 1960s and 1970s traveling the America's 
South with revivalist preacher Brother David Terrell, a hugely 
popular Holy Roller who brought thousands to his raucous tent 
sermons. But life under the tent-and under Terrell's control-was 
far from easy, and Johnson eloquently recounts this uncommon 
upbringing shaped by constant upheaval and her increasingly 
fraught conception of faith. A compassionate, humorous story 
of faith, betrayal, and coming of age on the evangelical sawdust 
trail. Johnson was just three years old when her mother signed on 
as the organist for tent revivalist David Terrell. She brings to life 
miracles, exorcisms, and face-offs with the Ku Klux Klan-- and 
that's just what went on under the tent. 

In July we will be discussing Dead Wake, The Last Crossing 
of the Lusitania by Erik Larson. For more information, call or 
email Lou Blemaster, 512-551-2659, loublemaster@gmail.com.

Explore Texas! Summer Camp 2016
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DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. 
Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles 
submitted by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the 
advertising content with this publication. All warranties and representations 
made in the advertising content are solely that of the advertiser and any such 
claims regarding its content should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints 
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost 
of such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the 
publisher assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or 
typographical mistakes, except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated 
above or in the case of misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any 
other liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely 
manner, except as limited to liabilities stated above.

At no time will any source be allowed to use The Courtyard Caller Newsletter 
contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in 
any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for 
the purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political 
campaigns, or other self amplification, under penalty of law without written 
or expressed permission from Peel, Inc. The information in The Courtyard 
Caller Newsletter is exclusively for the private use of Peel, Inc. 

512.263.9181
Call today for more info

QualityPrintingOfAustin.com

From design to print to 
mail, Quality Printing 

can help you with all of 
your printing needs! 

It’s that time again! Time to purge, declutter and score some cash! 
Mark your calendars for the Courtyard’s Annual Neighborhood 
Garage Sale

Saturday May 7nd (rain day May 14)
This annual event which includes neighboring communities is 

always a big success. And we make it easy for you!
The Homeowners Association will take care of advertising 

in the Austin American Statesman and putting up signs in the 
neighborhood.

Not sure you have enough stuff to sell? No problem, just team up 
with a neighbor.

What about those leftover items that don’t sell? No worries, the 
HOA has an arrangement with Settlement Home for Children 
(www.settlementhome.org) to come by the day of the sale and pick 
up any leftovers for donation. You will need to contact them directly 
to set it up.

If you would like a sign placed near your home, we’ll do that too. 
Contact Joany Price (775-8942; joanyprice@gmail.com) to reserve 
your sign.

ANNUAL NW AUSTIN 
COMMUNITY GARAGE SALE
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Thanks to the dedication and hard work of our Park 
Chairman, Terry Edwards, and Waneen Spiriduso of the Kayak 
Committee along with the many residents who volunteer their 
time to keep our park clean and safe, Courtyard residents get 
to enjoy this beautiful space for neighborhood events like 
Easter egg hunts and July 4th celebrations as well as for our 
own celebrations and recreation.

As residents, we all have a stake in maintaining the privacy 
and beauty of this valuable amenity, which is why it is 
important that residents understand and comply with HOA 
guidelines for accessing, using and or reserving the park. 
These and other documents are available online at www.
courtyardhoa.org under HOA Documents.

Please note that group usage of our common area park must 
be reserved in advance through our property manager, Marilyn 
Childress at 502-7509, Marilyn.childress@goodwintx.com.

PRESERVING OUR 
NEIGHBORHOOD PARK

In case you are not aware, Courtyard residents have a very 
up-to-date, easily accessible, printable, and searchable website 
directory. If you don’t believe us, go to our website, www.
courtyardhoa.org and click on “Directory” at the the top of the 
Home page. This is NOT the Goodwin Management website 
so please do not confuse them.

For privacy purposes, we have made this directory accessible 
only to Courtyard residents. It is one of the few pages that the 
public cannot view if they are visiting our website. There are 
just two simple steps to go through for a resident to access the 
directory. When you first click on “Directory” you will see two 
boxes. You are asked for your user name and passcode. If you 
do not know what these are, contact Marilyn Childress, any 
Board member, or any of your neighbors that uses it and all of 
us can give you this information.

When the directory opens up, you will notice that it first lists 
residences alphabetically and numerically. If you only know the 
name of someone and not their address, go to the top of the 
first page and click on “Name” and the directory will rearrange 
itself to allow you to search alphabetically by name. Until we 
get another hardcopy printed, you can print yourself a copy of 
the website directory if you want a hardcopy. One of the best 
things about the website directory, besides ease of use, is that 
it is continually being updated and gives you the most current 
contact information available for our residents.

COURTYARD’S 
WEBSITE DIRECTORY

According to a recent Washington Post article, Anatomy of a 
Burglar, a home burglary takes place every 14.6 seconds in the U.S. 
The upside, if there is one, to such an alarming statistic is that plenty 
of data has been collected to help us understand how these criminals 
operate. Since knowing your enemy is half the battle, let’s take a 
moment to get to know our average residential burglar, shall we?
•	 The typical house burglar is a male under the age of 25 who lives 

or works in the area.
•	 He does most of his work between 10 am and 3 pm.
•	 He spends an average of 8 to 12 minutes inside your home.
•	 He wants to spend no more than 60 seconds breaking into your 

home
•	 Of course, he’ll take longer if he has a nice place to hide.
•	 He is particularly attracted to homes that look neglected, hidden 

or unoccupied.
•	 His first stop is usually the master bedroom where most people 

keep their valuables.
•	 He rarely goes in the kitchen or in kids’ rooms.
•	 He looks for cash, jewelry, electronics, silver, guns and other items 

that are easy to transport and sell.
•	 His average take per burglary is $1,725.
•	 His most common mode of entry is through the front door (34%), 

followed by a front window (23%) and backdoor (22%).
•	 Sometimes, he’ll carry a clipboard. Or, he might dress like a lawn 

guy carrying a rake. He does his best to NOT look like a crook.
•	 Many times he will knock on the door or ring the doorbell to see 

if you’re home before entering. If you answer the door, he’ll just 
say he got the wrong address and move on to the next house.

•	 The two things a burglar hates most are loud dogs and nosy 
friendly neighbors.
Now that we’ve become better acquainted with our would-be 

burglar, we can use this knowledge to arm ourselves by implementing 
ways to make his job harder. Some tips to consider:
•	 Get to know your neighbors. Watchful eyes and ears are your best 

defense against unwanted intruders.
•	 Keep trees and shrubs around your home trimmed for visibility.
•	 Install motion sensor lights near front and rear entry doors
•	 Keep your doorbell in working order. You don’t want to be 

surprised by an intruder who thinks he’s entering an empty house.
•	 Keep up the appearance of a normal routine while away on 

vacation. Ask a neighbor or friend to put out your garbage bins, and 
pick up newspapers, mail, flyers or anything that would indicate 
you’re not at home.

•	 Don’t announce your vacation plans on social media sites or to 
strangers in public.

•	 If you have an attached garage, secure the door by disabling the 
automatic opener and locking the door before you go away on a 
trip.

ARE YOU SMARTER 
THAN A BURGLAR?

(Continued on Page 6)



6     Courtyard Caller - May 2016 Copyright © 2016 Peel, Inc.

Courtyard Caller
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NOBODY IS DROWNPROOF
WATCH KIDS AROUND WATER

COLIN 
HOLST

PREVENT drowning
www.colinshope.org/quiz

TAKE the Water Safety Quiz

LEARN more at www.colinshope.org

BECOME a Water Guardian for your child

THESE WATER SAFETY TIPS CAN SAVE LIVES
DROWNING IS PREVENTABLE

14 Texas children have already fatally drowned in 2016

WATCH KIDS & KEEP 
IN ARM’S REACH

LEARN 
TO SWIM

WEAR 
LIFE JACKETS

MULTIPLE BARRIERS 
AROUND WATER

KEEP YOUR 
HOME SAFER

CHECK WATER 
SOURCES FIRST

PRACTICE DRAIN 
SAFETY

BE SAFER IN 
OPEN WATER

LEARN 
CPR

•	 Secure sliding glass doors with a dowel or metal rod.
•	 If you keep valuables in a home safe, considering keeping the safe 

in your kitchen where burglars are less likely to go.
•	 If you store tools and/or valuables in an outdoor storage shed, 

secure the doors and windows with a deadbolt if possible.
•	 Keep valuables out of sight from anyone looking in your windows.
•	 Perform an assessment of your home’s security. Consider how you 

would break in to your own home if you locked your keys inside. 
Secure those weak spots.

•	 A loud dog, regardless of size, can serve as a formidable alarm 
system.

•	 Consider investing in a home security system and post plenty of 
warning signs and window decals, which serve as highly effective 
deterrents on their own.
When it comes to home security it’s important to implement a 

variety of protective measures rather than relying on just one. Taking 
multiple precautions works cumulatively to slow down a burglar’s 
progress while exposing him to ever increasing risk and ultimately 
deterring or thwarting his efforts.

We are fortunate to live in such a safe community, but as we enter 
into peak burglary season in this growing city of ours, let’s take extra 
precautions to secure our homes and keep those bad guys from 
targeting our happy hood.

Sudoku
The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.
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SUDOKU

Sudoku
The goal is to fill in the grid so that every row, every column, and

every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9. Each digit may
appear only once in each row, each column, and each 3x3 box.
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www.CapitolSeniorCare.com

A Family you can TRUST!
Non-Medical Home Care Services

Services Include:
· Bathing and Hygiene
· Companionship
· Light Housekeeping
· Transportation
· Personal Care
· Healthy Meal Prep
· Rehab/Hospital Sitters
· Hospital Transition Care
· Fall Risk and Safety Care

Support a local company owned and operated 
by your Courtyard neighbor!

$100 OFF
your first bill for any new client 

that lives in the Courtyard!

Contact Us Today for More Info!
Phone: 512.436.9727
Fax: 512.467.6906
Email: info@capitolseniorcare.com
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