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(Continued on Page 2)

From the Mayor’s Desk...
“Every Day is a Good Day in Fair Oaks Ranch”©

This May issue reminds us that one-third of the calendar year has 
passed…quickly I might add. The rains of April were plentiful and 
often difficult. The City police and public works department took 
quick actions to ensure safety of our residents with appropriate road 
closures. Hail of various sizes left its mark in Fair Oaks Ranch as well 
as the San Antonio/Boerne areas. Yes, the rains feed the groundwater 
resources that you and I use on a daily basis.

COUNCIL ACTIVITY
The search for a permanent City Administrator is moving through 

the process toward a final decision soon. The recruiting firm brought 
seventeen good candidates out of forty five applicants for the open 
position. The seventeen were reduced to eight strong potential 
applicants. After reviewing additional information, Council again 
reduced to four for personal interviews on a Friday with two invited 
back the following Saturday. At this time, serious discussions and 
negotiating with one of the two is occurring. The upcoming May 
5th Council meeting with go into Executive Session to discuss the 
contract with City Attorney.

Council approved the Tree Preservation Plan for Schott’s Country 
Store commercial development at IH 10 and Leslie Pfeiffer as well as 
approved the sign variance request to install a 45’ sign on access road 
of IH 10. In addition, the final plat was also approved.

City Administration and Council want to move forward with an 
experienced professional consultant to evaluate and re-evaluate the 
City’s Land Use Plan/Map, Comprehensive Plan as well as associated 
planning and development initiatives for zoning, subdivision 
regulations updating, utility extension policies, assessment of water 
and wastewater infrastructure, etc. No final action taken yet. Cost is 
anticipated at $130,000.

Council approved a $500 donation to the 201st Military 

Intelligence Battalion for its 2016 holiday party.
Council approved a Resolution adopting a Citizen Volunteer 

Wildlife Education Committee Charter and appointing committee 
members to the Wildlife Education Committee. The committee will 
need some time to develop educational curriculum with white-tail 
deer its initial goal.

Council also approved amending current ordinance to now have 
“no feeding” of deer at any time and that becomes effective October 
1, 2016. (The Ordinance was “no feeding” when city management 
activities where active, such as trapping when permitted by Texas 
Park and Wildlife.)

Council approves Resolution authorizing a Home Rule volunteer 
opportunity announcement, establishing a Home Rule commission 
volunteer application and setting an application submission deadline. 
The plan is to mail out the application to the residents.

Reminder: there are now two monthly Council meetings – 1st 
Thursday of each month at 9:30am and 3rd Thursday of each month 
at 7:00pm. Also, all Regular Council meetings are recorded.

Other Activities
Alamo Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (AAMPO) did 

approve TXDOT’s project to expand Ralph Fair Road/3351 within 
the next 4 years. The expansion area is from IH10 up to Old Paso Rd. 
on 3351 and will expand the road to 4-lanes. There was no financial 
contribution on this section from the City. I anticipate TXDOT 
will enter another portion of Ralph Fair next year when AAMPO is 
accepting new projects.

Early May, Texas Forester/Certified Oak Wilt Mark Duff will do 
a visual inventory of the City for oak wilt issues. He is very familiar 
with our City’s concerns, previous oak wilt findings, etc. In addition, 
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 Please support the advertisers that make Fair Oaks Gazette 
possible. If you would like to support the newsletter by 
advertising, please contact our sales office at 888-687-6444 
or advertising@peelinc.com. The advertising deadline is the 
20th of the month prior to the issue.

ADVERTISING INFO

EMERGENCIES NUMBERS
EMERGENCY ................................................................. 911
Fire .................................................................................... 911
Ambulance ........................................................................ 911
Fair Oaks Ranch Police Department ..................210-698-0990
Animal Control .................................................210-698-0990
SCHOOLS
Boerne ISD ...............................................www.boerne-isd.net
Fair Oaks Ranch Elementary .............................210-698-1616
UTILITIES
Allied Waste Services - Garbage & Recycling .....210-648-5222
AT&T - Telephone ............................................800-464-7928
CPSEnergy ....................................(new service) 210-353-2222
  ...............................(service trouble or repairs) 210-353-4357
Fair Oaks Ranch Utilities - Water ......................210-698-7685
GVTC - Cable & Telephone .............................800-367-4882
Pedernales Electric Co-op ..................................888-554-4732
Time Warner - Cable .........................................210-244-0500
OTHER
United States Post Office
 607 E. Blanco. Rd. - Boerne, TX ...................830-249-2414
  ........................ (delivery info, stops, fwds, ect.) 830-249-9303
 5837 De Zavala Rd - San Antonio, TX ..........210-641-0248

IMPORTANT NUMBERS

ARTICLE INFO
 The Fair Oaks Gazette is mailed monthly to all Fair 
Oaks Ranch area residents. Residents, community groups, 
churches, etc. are welcome to include information about their 
organizations in the newsletter. Personal news for the Stork 
Report, Teenage Job Seekers, recipes, special celebrations, and 
birthday announcements are also welcome.
 To submit an article for the Fair Oaks Gazette, please email 
it to fairoaksranch@peelinc.com. The deadline is the 15th of 
the month prior to the issue.

 From the Mayor's Desk (Continued from Cover)

there is a potential Oak Wilt Educational Town Hall scheduled for 
June 30, 2016 in the evening.

Not only is “election” a hot topic on the national level, it is in Fair 
Oaks Ranch as well. The only contested race for this year’s election 
is the Mayor’s seat. For those of you who receive the FO Gazette 
on-line, early voting continues May 2nd and 3rd with Election Day, 
May 7, 2016 at City Hall.

This may be my last writing as your Mayor, and if it is…please 
know that serving you, the residents of Fair Oaks Ranch, is a special 
privilege that you, the voters, entrusted me with for many years. I 
strive to treat everyone with respect whether it is a complaint or a 
complement.

You deserve such. I strive to see a topic from many sides and how 
it affects the residents as a whole. You deserve such. I strive to keep 
our City as one that continues to achieve versus one that decides to 
stand still and implodes. You deserve such. Do not accept anything 
less…it is your investment at stake.

Respectfully,
Cheryl Landman, Mayor
210-698-0900
mayor@fairoaksranchtx.org

  Baby Pet House Yard

Name Age Sit Sit Sit Work Phone
De Acetis, Mary*+~ ..................17 ............. •............ • ................................ 830-388-2362
Gordon, Jesselyn ......................15 ............. •............ • ...........• ................... 210-698-1138
Gidens, Abbey*~ ......................16 ............. •............ • ................................ 210-912-9544
Nilsson, Caleb ..........................16 .........................................................• ... 210-667-7782
McCullough, Jewel ...................16 ............. •............ • ...........• ................... 210-861-1660
Harris, Sophie* .........................13 ............. •............................................... 830-755-5393
Watson, Marissa .......................16 ............. •............ • ...........• ................... 210-784-6672
Williams, Grant........................15 .........................................................• ... 210-904-5035

* - CPR Training + - First Aid Training # - Piano Lessons ~ - Lifeguard

Attention Teenagers
The Teenage Job Seekers listing service is offered free of charge to all Fair Oaks 
Ranch teenagers seeking work. Submit your name and information to fairoaksranch@
PEELinc.com by the 20th of the month!

TEENAGE JOB SEEKERS

Do you have an opinion that  you'd like to see printed in this 
newsletter? Send it to us and we will publish it in the next 
issue. Email your document to fairoaksranch@peelinc.com.

LETTERS TO 
THE EDITOR

NOT AVAILABLE
ONLINE
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I am frequently hired to help clients approach development of 
their raw tract of land they recently purchased. Without exception, I 
encounter surprise and curiosity when I strongly discourage removal 
of all the cedar (correctly called Ashe Juniper – it is not in the cedrus 
family). The most common misconceptions I encounter go as follows:

1. Cedar isn’t a native tree right?
Ashe Juniper is actually a Texas native tree, which was found mostly 

in mountainous rocky areas (i.e.: the common name Mountain 
Juniper). Also, it was found in locations where natural fires or fires 
ignited by the Native Americans did not spread to.

2. Cedar is a very invasive tree! 
Ashe Juniper is a successful native plant that is unchecked in 

reproduction, when the natural cycle (which includes fire) is 
significantly altered by human efforts. The reasoning of this argument 
would also conclude that Live Oaks are also invasive. Due to the lack 
of fires and the avoidance of removing any oaks during clearing of 
land, we now have the catastrophic consequence of interconnected 
roots across the entire hill country and the capacity of the oak wilt 
fungal virus wiping out the vast majority of our Live Oak trees. 
Historically, our oak motts were much fewer and mostly separated 
from one another preventing the devastation we now experience.

3. Cedar is a water hog and is sucking all the water out of my land.
Ashe Juniper is actually one of the most efficient water users in 

our entire cadre of native trees. It is usually the last species to die in 
a drought. It grows very successfully in places like Junction and Rock 
Springs, where few other species are able to grow. It is true they are 
evergreen, but the amount of water they require per diameter inch is 
less than a Live Oak. I say this not to advocate for the removal of all 
Live Oaks by any means, rather to show the reasoned conclusion of 
removal of Live Oaks will also decrease significantly the absorption 
of water from the ground by a tree species! The fundamental fact 
behind the shade value of trees to land is this: the Sun exponentially 
more than any amount or type of plant, causes the desiccation of 
the soil. Use of a tension-meter in an Ashe Juniper copse and then 
outside in a neighboring field will substantiate this.

4. Cedar will turn my land into arid, infertile land.
Ashe Juniper significantly minimizes erosion of topsoil. Watch a 

slow motion video of the effects of a full-speed rain drop on soil. 
By contrast, Ashe Juniper slowly drips the rain onto the ground. It 
is a fact that the topsoil under a cedar is deeper. Not only that, it 
is nutrient-rich humus. The dead needles condition the soil where 
beneficial bacteria and mycorrhizal fungi populations thrive; the 
berries and needles significantly help lower the alkaline soil ph.

5. All cedars around good trees should be removed though right?

Actually, Ashe Junipers situated around the perimeter of other 
trees help buffer them from winds minimizing erosion plus cool 
the micro-environment (soil temperature, cambial tissue in trunk, 
canopy of tree near Ashe Juniper) significantly around the tree. In 
addition, it reduces the loss of moisture of that tree as a result of the 
effects of the sun to its root system outside its own canopy.

Summary
Generally, my initial approach to Ashe Juniper removal on raw 

land is a 60% removal and 40% retention. With time, more removal 
is often warranted. Obviously, Ashe Juniper in a field for grazing or 
for growing coastal hay is a negative value. But even for livestock, a 
mature Ashe Juniper can offer excellent shade. Also, raising the Ashe 
Juniper canopy to 3’ or 4’ can allow for grass to grow underneath it. 
Furthermore, wildlife absolutely needs Ashe Juniper as well as highly 
desirable rare natives such as the Texas Madrone. 

Cedar Myths Debunked
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Exit #546 Fair Oaks Parkway
28604 IH-10 W, Suite 1
Boerne, TX 78006

Locally owned by Fair Oaks 
Ranch residents

Best Wine selection in 
Fair Oaks Ranch!

830-755-6065
www.hillcountrywineandspirits.com

We rent trucks too!
28825 IH-10 W
Boerne, TX 78006

We guarantee a pleasant buying 
experience. You should get exactly 
what you want and you should enjoy 
getting it. Browse our inventory or we 
can help you find your new vehicle.

Why drive all over town...We are just around the corner.

@otmusedvehicles
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Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their authors and do not 
necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible 
for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted by others. The publisher 
also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content with this publication. All 
warranties and representations made in the advertising content are solely that of the 
advertiser and any such claims regarding its content should be taken up with the 
advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or failure 
to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher 
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes, 
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of 
misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other 
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, except 
as limited to liabilities stated above.

The Fair Oaks Gazette is a private publication published by Peel, Inc. It is not 
sanctioned by any homeowners association or organization, nor is it subject to the 
approval of any homeowners association or organization, nor is it intended, nor 
implied to replace any publication that may be published by or on behalf of any 
homeowners association or organization. At no time will any source be allowed to 
use The Fair Oaks Gazette contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape 
or form, nor in any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or 
etc. for the purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political 
campaigns, or other self amplification, under penalty of law without written or 
expressed permission from Peel, Inc. The information in the newsletter is exclusively 
for the private use of Peel, Inc.Connect with us today.

hwcg.com/north-san-antonio
210.263.3143

Life is better  
when everyone feels connected,  
engaged, and appreciated

• No minimum hours 
• National background checks
• Live person on-call 24/7
• Quality assurance visits to assess 

evolving care needs

NOBODY IS DROWNPROOF
WATCH KIDS AROUND WATER

COLIN 
HOLST

PREVENT drowning
www.colinshope.org/quiz

TAKE the Water Safety Quiz

LEARN more at www.colinshope.org

BECOME a Water Guardian for your child

THESE WATER SAFETY TIPS CAN SAVE LIVES
DROWNING IS PREVENTABLE

14 Texas children have already fatally drowned in 2016

WATCH KIDS & KEEP 
IN ARM’S REACH

LEARN 
TO SWIM

WEAR 
LIFE JACKETS

MULTIPLE BARRIERS 
AROUND WATER

KEEP YOUR 
HOME SAFER

CHECK WATER 
SOURCES FIRST

PRACTICE DRAIN 
SAFETY

BE SAFER IN 
OPEN WATER

LEARN 
CPR
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In previous newsletters, I offered tips on how to hit a forehand 
groundstroke, a two-handed backhand, one-handed backhand, 
forehand volley, the two handed backhand volley, the serve, the 
forehand half-volley and the one-handed backhand volley. In this 
issue, I will offer you instructions on how to execute the overhead 
“smash” when players get a high ball and hit the ball above their 
head. In the illustrations, Matilda O’Connor, player at the Grey 
Rock Tennis Club, shows the proper technique to execute this stroke. 
Photos by Charlie Palafox.

Step 1: The Back Step: When Matilda realizes that a ball is high 
enough to hit the overhead, she takes a step back on the side to 
hit the ball. The upper body turns, the racket starts the backwards 
motion by keeping the elbow at a 90-degree angle and the left hand 
is pointing towards the ball. Notice that her head is looking at the 
ball and she is keeping her chin up.

Step 2: The Point of Contact: As Matilda prepares to hit the ball, 

TENNIS TIPS
By USPTA/PTR Master Professional - Owner, Manager and Director of 

Tennis, Grey Rock Tennis Club, Austin, TX

How to execute The Overhead “Smash”

her racket begins accelerating from the back position. She is making 
perfect contact on the upper part of the racket and the right wrist is 
"snapping" to get on top of the ball. Her left arm is still pointing to 
the ball to assure a direct hit on the "sweet spot" of the reacket. Her 
weight has shifted from the back foot to the front foot.

Step 3: The Follow Through: After the ball has been struck by the 
racket, Matilda will continue the swing across the left side of her 
body. Her eyes are now focused on the path of her stroke. The left 
arm is at her left side. Her right foot still keeps her toes on the court 
to allow for maximum balance of the stroke.

Step 4: The Ready Position: Even though the overhead "smash" 
is a powerful weapon, many times the opponents will return it back 
to the players. Here Matilda is ready for the next ball coming back 
towards her. By the looks of her smile, it appears that her overhead 
stroke was a success and that won the point.

Look for in the next Newsletter: The Forehand Service Return
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308 Meadowlark St.
Lakeway, TX 78734-4717

WAGNER is #1 in SALES the past Decade
in Fair Oaks Ranch!

• San Antonio Business Journal ranked The Wagner Team the #1 TEAM in San Antonio & the Hill in 2014 

and 2015 across all Real Estate Companies.

• Keller Williams is the #1 Brokerage Company in Fair Oaks with over 40% market share in 2015.

•   Wagners are #1 in Fair Oaks Ranch over all other Realtors or “Individual Brokers” by a

 very wide margin.

• 33 Year Resident & Member of the Club.  Expansive LOCAL NETWORK & KNOWLEDGE that is unparalleled.

• 9 Time Consecutive Platinum 50 Winner & Texas Monthly 5-Star Realtor.

• Trinity graduate with numerous industry Designations & Certifications.

• Lives right around the corner!

Wendi Harrelson

Team Leader, Regional
Area Directoer, South Texas
Keller Williams Realty

“Congratulations, David, on being the
NUMBER ONE producer in Fair Oaks 
Ranch!  According to the San Antonio Multiple 
Listing Services, you have had, by a WIDE 
margin, more SALES, more LISTINGS, more 
BUYERS, and more transactions than all other 
REALTORs or INDIVIDUAL BROKERs
from all companies in Fair Oaks Ranch!

ALL TEAM MEMBERS LIVE & WORK
IN FAIR OAKS RANCH

EVERYDAY!

“City Of Fair Oaks Ranch” Outside Back Cover
November 2014 (Final Proof)

210-852-5462
HUNTER WAGNER

“Congratulations David on being the 
number one producer in Fair Oaks Ranch 
over the last 10 years. According to the 
San Antonio Multiple Listing Service 
you have had, by a wide margin, more 
sales, more listings, more buyers and more 
transactions than all other realtors or
individual brokers from all companies
in Fair oaks Ranch!”

•	 71	closed	transactions	in	Fair	Oaks	Ranch	in	2015

• San Antonio Business Journal ranked The Wagner Team the #1 TEAM in San Antonio & the Hill Country

   in 2013 and 2014 across all Real Estate Companies.

• Keller Williams is the #1 Brokerage Company in Fair Oaks.

• Wagners are #1 in Fair Oaks Ranch over all other Realtors or “Individual Brokers” by a very wide margin.

• 34 Year Resident & Member of the Club. Expansive LOCAL NETWORK & KNOWLEDGE that is unparalleled.

• 10 Time Consecutive Platinum 50 Winner & Texas Monthly 5-Star Realtor.

• Trinity graduate with numerous industry designations & certifications.

• Lives right around the corner!


