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Paint your wagons, decorate your bikes, your pets, 
and yourself, and join in this festive parade! Gather 
at Jester Club at 9:30 am (you don’t need to be a 
member of the club to participate). Parade route 
will be up Jester, around Basil, and back. Games and 
activities to follow!

Please contact Teresa at 512-751-8000 or tgouldie@
gmail.com if you would like to help at this event!

JULY 4th
Monday, July 4 - 9:30am

Parade & Activities

Nearly four years ago, Jester began focusing on a neighborhood-
wide program to help protect ourselves from the risk of a wildfire 
in the Balconies Canyonlands spreading into and through the 
neighborhood. EVERY home in Jester, not just those along the 
canyon, has a wildfire exposure risk. It’s the price we pay to be on 
top of a plateau overlooking the beautiful wooded canyons below.

Our effort earned Jester national recognition as a Firewise 
Community, one of less than 1,000 such communities nationwide 
at the time. Perhaps you’ve seen the Firewise Community street 
signs posted at the neighborhood entrances. The Jester Firewise 
Committee, with cooperation from the Austin Fire Department, 
has since conducted more than 120 voluntary “home ignition zone” 
inspections for our homeowners, and we’ve had over 200 homes 
participate in our “30-feet for Fire Safety” events in the past three 
years. Pretty good for a community with a total of about 900 homes!

In addition to improving safety for the community, this program 
has also produced a tangible benefit to homeowners who insure with 
USAA. USAA now offers a specific discount on homeowners’ policies 
written for properties in Firewise Communities in Texas and three 
other states. Our Firewise Community status also qualified Jester 
to receive a significant contribution of resources from the City of 
Austin and the Austin Fire Department to conduct brush clearing 
in the preserve surrounding Jester.

WILDFIRE…is Jester Prepared?
by Jeff Shapiro, Jester Firewise Committee

While recent rains have helped reduce our wildfire risk in the 
short term, the long-term risk has actually increased because the 
rain boosted plant growth. Grasses and low brush that now fill the 
canyon will eventually dry out, and when they do, a single spark 
will be enough to set it all ablaze. This is what happened in Bastrop, 
Steiner Ranch and other communities just a few years ago after 
Tropical Storm Hermine came through.

A few simple steps and a little effort on your part can dramatically 
reduce the risk of a wildfire impacting your home, and that’s what 
our Firewise Committee is all about…teaching homeowners how to 
protect their property, coordinating community wildfire safety events, 
and working as a liaison with the Austin Fire Department and the 
Texas A&M Forest Service to promote wildfire safety.

To maintain our Firewise Community certification and keep 
our program going, the Jester Firewise Committee needs new 
volunteers to replace former members who have relocated out of 
the neighborhood. Unless we get some new volunteers to help keep 
the program going, our certification will expire at the end of the 
year and the program will be discontinued. Are you willing to do 
something that REALLY benefits your community? Contact Jeff 
Shapiro at  firewise@jesterneighbors.com to volunteer, and for more 
information about Firewise Communities and how to protect your 
home today, check out http://www.firewise.org/.
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ARTICLE SUBMISSIONS
Interested in submitting an article? You can do so by emailing 
diana0777@att.net or by going to:

www.peelinc.com/articleSubmit.php.
All news must be received by the 12th

of the month prior to the issue.

In 2014, 3,179 people were killed in crashes involving a 
distracted driver. One of the most alarming and widespread 
forms of distracted driving is cell phone usage. According to 
a study by the Virginia Tech Transportation Institute (VTTI), 
sending or receiving a text takes a driver's eyes off the road 
for an average of 5 seconds, the equivalent of driving blind at 
55-mph for the length of an entire football field. And a 2014 
special article in the New England Journal of Medicine found 
that the risk of a crash or near-crash among novice drivers 
increased with the performance of many secondary tasks, 
including texting and dialing cell phones.

Text messaging is of heightened concern because it combines 
three types of distraction – visual, manual and cognitive. In 
other words, texting involves taking your eyes off the road, 
your hands off the wheel, and your mind off the task of driving.

NHTSA’s message is simple – “One Text or Call Could 
Wreck it All.” Legislation is being passed across the nation to 
discourage distracted driving. We hope drivers get the message 
loud and clear.

So the next time you are pressed for time, and it seems like 
multitasking in the car is the best decision, remember those 
3,179 lives that were taken because someone decided they 
could do two things at once. A text or call is not worth your 
life, or anyone else’s.

Texting and Cell 
Phone Use  

while Driving
By the National Highway Safety Administration (edited for space)
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by Dale Bulla
Here are the new water restrictions for the City of Austin:

http://www.austintexas.gov/department/watering-restrictions

WATER RESTRICTIONS
Austin Water is currently in Conservation Stage*. Remember to 
adjust your automatic sprinklers or manual watering times based 
on your address. Failure to follow the water restrictions may result 
in enforcement action, including  fines of up to $500 per violation. 
Report violations by calling 3-1-1 or by submitting a report online.

CONSERVATION STAGE
Water only on your assigned day:
•	 Hose-end sprinklers  
•	 two days per week - midnight to 10 a.m. and/or 7 p.m. to 

midnight
•	 Automatic irrigation*
•	  one day per week - midnight to 10 a.m. and/or 7 p.m. to 

midnight
•	 Washing vehicles at home is permitted with an auto shut-off hose 

or bucket
•	 Charity car washes are only allowed at a commercial carwash
•	 Fountains must re-circulate water
•	 Restaurants may not serve water unless requested by a customer
•	 Commercial properties (including restaurants and bars) may only 

operate patio misters between 4 p.m. and midnight
•	 Wasting water is prohibited
•	 *make sure your sprinkler system has a working rain sensor or run 

it manually when rain is forecasted. If you water one-day per week 
with an automatic sprinkler system, you can also water a second 
day in a week with a hose-end sprinkler.

CONSERVATION STAGE WATER EXEMPTIONS
The following are allowed at any time on any day of the week:
•	 Watering with drip irrigation, a hand-held hose or a refillable 

container
•	 Watering trees with a Treegator®, soaker hose or automatic tree 

bubbler
•	 Watering vegetable gardens with a soaker hose
•	 Pressure washing sidewalk/driveway/deck/patio/paved areas/home 

siding/fence

New Water 
Restrictions
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WILDLIFE HABITAT
8029 Bottlebrush

Windows RoofingSiding
Texas EZ Pay
1% Financing

TexasEZPay.com
FREE Consultation!
512.900.0167
TexasHomeExteriors.Com
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Bring this page in and enjoy a FREE APPETIZER with 
a purchase of any entree or alcoholic beverage

Don’t miss Weekly Scoreboard Fun!
TEXAS HOLD’EM on Mondays @7:00pm

LIVE MUSIC! On Fridays and Saturdays: @8:00pm
BRUNCH on Sundays@ 10:00am

This deal may not be used in addition to any other discounts, Expires 7/31/2016. Limit to 1 per coupon

FREE WIFI –means We can host your  
FANTASY FOOTBALL DRAFT parties!!!

•	  Brand new management and staff team!
•	 Complete new menu! Nothing is the same!
•	 We never freeze our meat!

•	 Our food is made from fresh ingredients! 
Even our sauces and dressings!

•	 Friendliest Place in town!!

6507 Jester Blvd. #105 Austin, TX 78750 (512)964-2666

Remember “THE BAR DOWN THE HILL”? It’s GONE!
Meet the brand new SCOREBOARD! NEW OWNER and MANAGEMENT
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QualityPrintingOfAustin.com

512.263.9181
Call today for more info

printing is 
an art

make some 
with us!

Jester Estates Stork Report
Congratulations! Let us help celebrate...

email info on the arrival of your little one to
diana0777@att.net.

www.JesterNeighbors.com
Community Registration Code: 3328

PET REGISTRY • SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS:
ONLINE & VIA EMAIL • ONLINE SUGGESTION BOX: 

MAKE SUGGESTIONS TO THE ASSOCIATION BOARD • 
IMPORTANT HOMEOWNER ASSOCIATION

DOCUMENTS . . . & MUCH MORE

Jester Homeowner’s
Association Website!

Register today! Sponsored by
Jester Homeowners Association, Inc.

STEVE’S PLUMBING
REPAIR
• Water Pressure Problems
• Sewer & Drain Service
• Fiber Optic Drain
   Line Inspections
• Free Estimates
• Satisfaction Guaranteed

Steve Brougher
2605 Buell Ave

Master License: M-39722

512.276.7476
satisfaction guaranteedfree estimates

water pressure problems
�ber optic drain line inspectionssewer & drain service 

Steve Brougher
276-7476  ∙ 2605 Buell Ave

STEVE’S
PLUMBING

REPAIR
Master 
License: 

M-39722

satisfaction guaranteedfree estimates

water pressure problems
�ber optic drain line inspectionssewer & drain service 

Steve Brougher
276-7476  ∙ 2605 Buell Ave

STEVE’S
PLUMBING

REPAIR
Master 
License: 

M-39722
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Come meet Dr Loehr and Dr. Coco
7300 Ranch Road 2222

Suite # 216
Austin, Tx 78730

www.britexdental.com

Call us today to schedule your appointment - 512.343.9000

DR. RHONDA STOKLEY’S IS NOW…

www.britexdental.com
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The most infamous ant species in Texas is the imported red fire ant, but 
did you know that there are many native or adapted ant species in our area 
that compete with them? While any ant species can be considered a nuisance 
when locally abundant, with a little study of their characteristics and habits, 
these beneficial species may even help us humans in the war against imported 
fire ants.

Like all insects, ants have six jointed legs, three main body parts (head, 
thorax, and abdomen), a pair of antennae, and a hard exoskeleton that 
provides a protective casing around the body. The head contains jointed 
antennae and powerful mandibles or jaws, the thorax is where the legs attach, 
and the abdomen houses important internal organs including those of the 
respiratory, reproductive, and excretory systems.

Of the many species of native or adapted ants in Texas, some of the most 
interesting are the Big-headed Ant (Pheidole spp.), the Longhorn Crazy 
Ant (Paratrechina longicornis), and the Little Black Ant (Monomorium 
minimum). Reddish-brown in color, Big-headed Ants come in two sizes – 
soldiers or major workers about ¼ inch in length, and minor workers about 
1/8 of an inch in length. The major workers have big heads in proportion to 
the rest of their bodies. Because they usually nest in the soil either in open 
areas or under wood, rocks, landscape timbers, and patio pavers, they are 
often confused with imported fire ants. While they typically feed on dead or 
live insects, they also eat tiny seeds and honeydew produced by aphids and 
scale insects. Big-headed Ants are considered major predators of imported fire 
ant queens which can be present in large numbers following a fire ant swarm.

Adapted in Texas, Longhorn Crazy Ants are grayish-black ants 1/8 of an 
inch in length that are recognizable due to their extremely long legs and 
antennae. Colonies of these ants can often be found in soil under items such as 
logs, stones, and debris, and they generally feed on the larvae of fleas and flies. 
Longhorn Crazy Ants get part of their common name from their behavior, 
which includes the habit of erratically running about with no apparent sense 
of direction. However, immediately following an imported fire ant swarm, 
they have been observed carrying away the imported fire ant queens.

Only 1/16 of an inch in length and overall black in color, Little Black Ants 
can be found feeding on honeydew, but they more typically scavenge dead 
insects and other arthropods during the heat of the day. Once these foraging 
workers find a suitable meal, they release a pheromone to recruit other nest 
mates to help them cut up larger items or cart away smaller ones. When 
these ants run across other ant species that may compete for a food source, 
they resort to ‘gaster-flagging’, a behavior in which they raise and vibrate 
their gasters, or the enlarged part of their abdomens, to release a poisonous 
gland secretion that chases away their rivals. Like the other ants described 
here, these little ants can pack a real punch and often invade imported fire 
ant colonies and take right over!

NatureWatch
by Lynne & Jim Weber

ANT ANTICS
Bigheaded Ant (soldier or major worker)

Longhorn Crazy Ant

Little Black Ant

Send your nature-related questions to naturewatch@austin.rr.com and we’ll do our best to answer them. Check out our book, Nature Watch 
Austin, published by Texas A&M University Press, and our blog at naturewatchaustin.blogspot.com if you enjoy reading these articles!
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DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of 
their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its 
employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in 
articles submitted by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for 
the advertising content with this publication. All warranties and representations 
made in the advertising content are solely that of the advertiser and any such 
claims regarding its content should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints 
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of 
such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher 
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes, 
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of 
misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other 
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, 
except as limited to liabilities stated above.

At no time will any source be allowed to use the Jester Estates Community 
Newsletter contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, 
nor in any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. 
for the purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political 
campaigns, or other self amplification, under penalty of law without written 
or expressed permission from the Jester Estates Homeowner's Association and 
Peel, Inc. The information in the newsletter is exclusively for the private use of 
Jester Estates residents only.

SIGN UP FOR JESTER EMAIL ALERTS!
Visit Jester Homeowner’s Association website and sign up

to receive pertinent neighborhood email alerts.
www.JesterNeighbors.com

Community Registration Code: 3328 - 

REGISTER TODAY!

Mail (or drop off) your pet info to:
Carol Philipson

7502 Clematis Cv
Austin, TX 78750

Include type of pet, name, male or female, description, age, 
medications, veterinarian’s name, whether it is microchipped, 
and pet owner’s name, address, and contact information.

For lost or found pets, call 338-1519

PET REGISTRY
Get your pets registered TODAY! This is a complimentary 

neighborhood service!

Explore Texas!
Summer Camp 2016

NOT AVAILABLE
ONLINE
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