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PRUNING DILEMMA,

I PART TWO I

Currently, the State of Texas does not require any licensing for tree
contractors. There are many contractors such as electricians, plumbers,
irrigators and pest control contractors (to name just a few) that need
to pass exams, maintain continuing education units plus keep other
important commercial contractor requisites such as current liability
insurance and sales tax payments. This begs the question: “Why not for
tree contractors ? This needs to change!

Until there is change, it is a voluntary practice in the tree industry.
Those tree contractors that maintain education are certified by the
International Society of Arboriculture (ISA) and we are known as
arborists. The arborists who are current with their credentials can be
found on the ISA consumer website: www.treesaregood.com.

Unfortunately, the present day reality in the tree care industry is
slow in its caring and earning the education. The majority of tree care
services have little, or none, of the professional requisites noted above.
Consequently, the Texas Forest Service sets out recommendations on
concerning issues such as oak wilt.

With the tree contractors not following education and a significant
amount of ranchers and homeowners often unfamiliar with the oak
wilt, there are potential problems. Adding improper tools plus minimal
manpower to prune oaks safely and correctly, those problems are
compounded especially during the spring/summer months. The Texas
Forest Service recommends a complete prohibition of pruning of oaks
during spring for both the tree contractor and the arborist. Yet, spring
is the best season for pruning trees, shrubs, etc.

The message delivered by the Texas Forest Service’s spring “pruning

ban” recommendation

is seriously flawed with this total prohibition in my professional
opinion. The impression is that “no tree contractor or arborist” is capable
of safely pruning oak trees during the best season for pruning.

Ironically, the Texas Forest Service maintains a website (www.
texasoakwilt.org) where you, the consumer, can locate Texas Oak Wilt
Certified arborists (the designation will change in a few years to Texas
Oak Wilt Qualified). You can also find a listing of the most highly-
qualified vendors, their locations and contact information.

Itis my firm conviction that these highly-qualified individuals as well
as many other arborists are fully capable of pruning oaks safely during
the spring and summer months. Including this caveat to the pruning
ban practices recommended by the TFS serves the tree, consumer, and
the credentialed commercial arborist(s) best.

The following questions can be helpful to you, the consumer, as a
means to further verify a particular arborist’s oak wilt pruning practices.
(1) How much paint is stocked on your trucks?

(2) Do you replenish your stock of paint to ensure more than one day’s
worth? (3) Does every climber carry paint when in an oak tree pruning?
(4) Do you have a paint pole taller than your tallest pole saw? (5) Does
sawdust from chainsaw cuts get wiped off the cut oak branch before
paintapplication? (6) Do you paintall cuts before moving on to the next
tree? (7) Does the ground man understand that his most important job
function regarding oak tree pruning is painting the cuts made?

Questions or comments that this article or previous articles have
generated, may be directed to me at: kevin@arborcareandconsulting.com
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IMPORTANT NUMBERS

EMERGENCY NUMBERS

EMERGENCQCY ....oouiiiiiiiiiinieieincieeseeeeneeeeeseeeenens 911
FIEC. et 911
AmbBUlance......coveuevieiriiiri e 911
Police Department ..........c.cceeeeieueuiinirienecnennnens 512-327-1195
Sheriff — Non-Emergency .......ccccocoeciviiinnnnnee. 512-974-0845
Fire Department Administration .............c.c......... 512-539-3400
Travis County Animal Control..........c..cccccceuni. 512-972-6060
SCHOOLS
Eanes ISD ....coveiniiiniinicinieieccnceeceeeeeeeene 512-732-9000
Westlke High School...........ocooviiiiinninne. 512-732-9280
Ninth Grade Center......c.covueveerereverccrennerecnennes 512-732-9260
West Ridge Middle School..............ccceeeiniennne. 512-732-9240
Hill Country Middle School ........c.cccoeveueeinunnnnee 512-732-9220
Valley View Elementary.......c.cocccvecirenininnenenne. 512-732-9140
Forest Trail Elementary........cccocoueveeereninienccnununee 512-732-9160
Eanes Elementary.........cocoeueennieiecncninicncccnnnnenens 512-732-9100
Cedar Creek Elementary .......cocoeeeeevenirienecnununee 512-732-9120
Bridge Point Elementary ........cccocoveeveeiiiinicnnee. 512-732-9200
Barton Creek Elementary ......c.coeeuevenieieuecnennnnee 512-732-9100
UTILITIES
Water DIstrict 10 ..cc.eeeverienienienienieeneeeeeneniennen 512-327-2230
‘Wastewater

Crossroads Utility Service 24 Hour Number....512-246-1400

INEW ACCOUNLS ...uvveneenirnienierenienrieresreseensensenne 512-402-1990
Austin Energy ..o 512-322-9100
Texas Gas Service

Custom SErviCe.....ceveereruierenerenienienueneenenne 1-800-700-2443

Emergencies........ccoeeivuiciiiniiiniiinieiiieceneeans 512-370-8609

Call Before You Dig.......ccovevvieucuinininiiiiiinnee 512-472-2822
AT&T

INEW SEIVICE...eeveuieuieiiririierinerientesresreneenenne 1-800-464-7928

REPAIT.vvvrreseeeeereresssseeeesesessscesesees s 1-800-246-8464

Billing.....c.cooiiiiieiiiniiiiiiiniccccccee 1-800-858-7928
Time Warner Cable

CUSTOMEL SEIVICE ...vveueeueruieriarerueriierenrenrenresenne 512-485-5555

Repairs.....c.cucuiieiiieiiiiiicieccececee 512-485-5080
Austin/Travis County Hazardous Waste .............. 512-974-4343
OTHER NUMBERS
City Administration «.......ccceveeevererrereereneeeneereeene 512-327-3628
Municipal Court ..c.coveveveuiririeveriririereneirinierencnenees 512-327-1863
Property Tax....cccvevereveneicnieiniecncceeceeeeeeene 512-854-9473
Appraisal DIStrCE .cveevvveveueeeenieenieenieeeneeenenenne 512-834-9317
Chamber of CommEerce. ........covueveverenieverecreruenene 512-306-0023
City of West Lake Hills ......cccocovvveveuenenn. www.westlakehills.org
NEWSLETTER PUBLISHER
P, TNC. ettt e e eeeeeeeeeeeeeaee 512-263-9181
Editor. ..ooooveeeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeean westlakehills@peelinc.com
AdvVertising........ccocevvueevininiicininnenene. hdvertising@peelinc.com

Encrald fosh Berer
Jound in Jexas

Emerald ash borer, often referred to as EAB, is an exotic pest
from Asia. This beetle is a serious threat to ash trees. Emerald ash
borer was accidentally introduced into the United States and was
found in Michigan in 2002.

Four beetles were found in a trap located in NE Texas (Harrison
County) in late April 2016. There are currently no confirmed
cases of ash trees that are infested. The beetles will continue to
be monitored throughout the state.

Larvae bore into trees under the bark and cut off the water
and nutrient conducting vessels. Larvae are creamy white, legless
with a flattened body. Larvae are 1- 1 V% inches in length when
fully developed.

As an adult, the beetle is elongated and cylindrical with the
pronotum (a part of the thorax) extended back as a lobe towards
the abdomen. Most notably, these beetles are bright, metallic
green with reddish hues. Adults are about 1/2 inch in size. If the
wings are removed or lifted, the upper side of the abdomen is
bright coppery-red which can help differentiate this beetle from
closely related species in Texas.

In infested trees, canopy die back is often seen in the top one
third of the canopy and then moves down until the tree is bare.
Epicormic shoots (leafy shoots coming off the trunk of the tree)
may also be seen. Vertical fissures may appear on the bark and
galleries may be able to be seen through openings. If bark is peeled
off, serpentine galleries packed with frass (excrement) may be seen.
Adult beetles produce a d-shaped exit hole (1/8 inch diameter).
Woodpeckers may cause damage to tees infested with EAB. Look
for flaking bark and uneven holes caused by the woodpeckers
feeding on larvae and pupae.

If EAB activity is confirmed for ash trees within an area, it is
recommended that a systemic insecticide treatment is given to
ash trees of high value. If more than 50% of an infested ash tree
crown remains, then treatment with a systemic insecticide may
slow the attack. If less than 50% of an infested ash tree crown
remains, the tree should be removed.

For great information on emerald ash borer within Texas see
the following site: https://tfsweb.tamu.edu/eab/

This information is to have you watch for this beetle on ash
trees in your area. Only 4 beetles have been found currently and
only in NE Texas. No trees have yet been confirmed to be infested.

For more information or help with identification, contact
Wizzie Brown, Texas AgriLife Extension Service Program
Specialist at 512.854.9600. Check out my blog at:

www.urban-ipm.blogspot.com
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The Echo

Yeighborhood Compasoion Wateh!

On April 14, 2016, the Austin City Council passed a resolution
designating Austin as a Compassionate City. There are now over 350
compassionate communities globally and the number is growing.
Compassionate Austin is recognized as a leader!

Let’s start the “Neighborhood Compassion Watch”! Compassion
exists in 3 key dimensions: caring for others, self, and the Earth.
Discover and share your stories of “3D” compassion. Catch people
in the act! Engage youth in a treasure hunt for compassion and help
them tell about what they find. Send your stories to Compassionate
Austin at compassionateaustin@gmail.com. Be sure to identify
your neighborhood when you submit your story! We may be able
to publish them in this newsletter or on the Compassionate Austin
website or Facebook page. Also, we are looking for stories that we
can highlight in Citizen Communications at Austin City Council
meetings.

Breaking News! The Global Compassion Summit is coming up
July 13-14th. It is part of the 5th annual Summer of Peace — the
largest online peace event on the planet! Dr. Lesa Walker, Founder
of the Compassionate Austin Movement, is one of the speakers on

July 14. She will provide information about the Compassionate
Austin movement and the importance of the daily practice of “3D”
compassion! The Global Compassion Summit is a FREE online
event. Google it to learn more and register. Sign up TODAY!! Here
is the link: https://shiftnetwork.isrefer.com/go/sop16L\W/lwalker/.

This year’s theme for the Summit is Mindfulness and Compassion
in Daily Life. Speakers are global leaders and experts in the field,
sharing stories of how compassion and mindfulness are contributing
to a more conscious, peaceful and sustainable world. You'll hear
from teachers bringing mindfulness to at-risk youth, attorneys using
mindfulness and compassion to shift our legal system, physicians
putting “care” back into health care, and activists who are using
compassion to anchor their communities together.

Research shows the personal and community benefits of
strengthening our compassion skills. We grow stronger in what we
practice! Let’s join together to bring 3D compassion to life! We ALL
are Compassionate Austin! Find out more at:

WWW.COMPASSIONATEAUSTIN.ORG

Collaborative Divorce

25 Years Experience

Practice Areas:

Board Certified Family Law Attorney

Let us help you understand your options.

Tim Whitten

Board Certified Family Law Attorney

812 San Antonio Street, Suite 401
Austin, TX 78701

www.whitten-law.com
info@whitten-law.com
512.478.1011

Adoption | Grandparent and Non-parental Rights | Collaborative Law

High-Asset Divorce |

Modifications of Custody, Possession, and Support
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ANT ANTICS

by Lynne & Jim Weber

The most infamous ant species in Texas is the imported red fire ant, but
did you know that there are many native or adapted ant species in our area
that compete with them? While any ant species can be considered a nuisance
when locally abundant, with a little study of their characteristics and habits,
these beneficial species may even help us humans in the war against imported
fire ants.

Like all insects, ants have six jointed legs, three main body parts (head,
thorax, and abdomen), a pair of antennae, and a hard exoskeleton that
provides a protective casing around the body. The head contains jointed
antennae and powerful mandibles or jaws, the thorax is where the legs attach,
and the abdomen houses important internal organs including those of the
respiratory, reproductive, and excretory systems.

Of the many species of native or adapted ants in Texas, some of the most
interesting are the Big-headed Ant (Pheidole spp.), the Longhorn Crazy
Ant (Paratrechina longicornis), and the Little Black Ant (Monomorium
minimum). Reddish-brown in color, Big-headed Ants come in two sizes —
soldiers or major workers about % inch in length, and minor workers about
1/8 of an inch in length. The major workers have big heads in proportion to
the rest of their bodies. Because they usually nest in the soil either in open
areas or under wood, rocks, landscape timbers, and patio pavers, they are
often confused with imported fire ants. While they typically feed on dead or
live insects, they also eat tiny seeds and honeydew produced by aphids and
scale insects. Big-headed Ants are considered major predators of imported fire
ant queens which can be present in large numbers following a fire ant swarm.

Adapted in Texas, Longhorn Crazy Ants are grayish-black ants 1/8 of an
inch in length that are recognizable due to their extremely long legs and
antennae. Colonies of these ants can often be found in soil under items such as
logs, stones, and debris, and they generally feed on the larvae of fleas and flies.
Longhorn Crazy Ants get part of their common name from their behavior,
which includes the habit of erratically running about with no apparent sense
of direction. However, immediately following an imported fire ant swarm,
they have been observed carrying away the imported fire ant queens.

Only 1/16 of an inch in length and overall black in color, Little Black Ants

can be found feeding on honeydew, but they more typically scavenge dead |

Bigheaded Ant (soldier or major worker)

Longhorn Crazy Ant

insects and other arthropods during the heat of the day. Once these foraging 8

workers find a suitable meal, they release a pheromone to recruit other nest
mates to help them cut up larger items or cart away smaller ones. When
these ants run across other ant species that may compete for a food source,
they resort to ‘gaster-flagging’, a behavior in which they raise and vibrate
their gasters, or the enlarged part of their abdomens, to release a poisonous
gland secretion that chases away their rivals. Like the other ants described
here, these little ants can pack a real punch and often invade imported fire
ant colonies and take right over!

Send your nature-related questions to naturewatch@austin.rr.com and we'll do our best to answer them. Check out our book, Nature Watch
Austin, published by Texas A&M University Press, and our blog at naturewatchaustin. blogspot.com if you enjoy reading these articles!
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Texting and Cell Phone Use during Driving

By the National Highway Safety Administration (edited for space)

In 2014, 3,179 people were killed in crashes involving a
distracted driver. One of the most alarming and widespread
forms of distracted driving is cell phone usage. According to
a study by the Virginia Tech Transportation Insticute (VITI),
sending or receiving a text takes a driver's eyes off the road for
an average of 5 seconds, the equivalent of driving blind at 55-
mph for the length of an entire football field. And a 2014 special
article in the New England Journal of Medicine found that the
risk of a crash or near-crash among novice drivers increased with
the performance of many secondary tasks, including texting and
dialing cell phones.

Text messaging is of heightened concern because it combines
three types of distraction — visual, manual and cognitive. In other
words, texting involves taking your eyes off the road, your hands
off the wheel, and your mind off the task of driving.

NHTSA’s message is simple — “One Text or Call Could
Wreck it All.” Legislation is being passed across the nation to

EDITOR
WANTED

Call today to find out
how you can contribute
to your newsletter!
512.263.9181

discourage distracted driving. We hope drivers get the message
loud and clear.

So the next time you are pressed for time, and it seems like
multitasking in the car is the best decision, remember those
3,179 lives that were taken because someone decided they could
do two things at once. A text or call is not worth your life, or
anyone else’s.

CCOA-WESTLAKE

8100 Bee Caves Rd

Austin, TX' 78746
512.329.6633

CCOA NW AUSTIN
6507 Jester Boulevard
Building 2
Austin, TX 78750
512.795.8300

Suitel100
Austin, TX'78732
512.266.6130
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‘The West Lake Hills Echo is a private publication published by Peel, Inc. It is not

L]
sanctioned by any homeowners association or organization, nor is it subject to the
approval of any homeowners association or organization, nor is it intended, nor

implied to replace any publication that may be published by or on behalf of any
homeowners association or organization. At no time will any source be allowed to .

use the West Lake Hills Echo contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, (

shape or form, nor in any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, | Id ren
fax, or etc. for the purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit,
political campaigns, or other self amplification, under penalty of law without

written or expressed permission from Peel, Inc. The information in the newsletter . . )
is exclusively for the private use of Peel, Inc. Fabian, 5 and Julio, 7 are two happy little boys who are always

laughing and interacting with one another, they are searching for a
DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. . \ . . ]
Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted quk to show others how much fun the}’ re haVlng- Fabian and Julio

by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content are healthy children and will do well with a patient famlly who offers
with this publication. All warranties and representations made in the advertising
content are solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content

forever family. They enjoy playing games and watching videos, and are

structure and a routine. They respond well to encouragement and

should be taken up with the advertiser. motivation and will enjoy having positive role models in their lives.

* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or A program of Partnerships for Children, The Heart Gallery of

failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such Central T is both a ¢ li crait exhibit and out h
. entra €xas 1s bo a traveling portrait exnibit and outreac

advertising. 8

* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher opportunity for individuals to learn more about children in the foster

assumes no.res?ponmblhry for any errors o.f }nformamon or typograp.hlcal mistakes, care system and the adoption process. The children are in foster care

except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of D ]

misinformation, a printed retraction/correction. because they have been removed from their biological homes because

* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or of abuse and neglect, and are awaiting adoption. Learn more at:

consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other

liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, www.partnersbipsforcbildren. org

except as limited to liabilities stated above.

STEVE’S PLUMBING
RE PAI R Master License: M-39722

* Water Pressure Problems
Call today for more info * Sewer & Drain Service
* Fiber Optic Drain
Line Inspections
* Free Estimates
» Satisfaction Guaranteed .

512.263.9181
Steve Brougher
siz2767a76 .. M
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We offer custom apparel of all kinds including one-offs for any occasion.

How does it work? Lets say you have a design
you would like for a one-off custom shirt. We
take your idea and design it for you. Once you
approve the design we make it available in our
store for you to purchase.

Who do we work with? We work with individuals
as well as partner with organizations and
businesses. Some of our partners are CrossFit
boxes. We relieve the box owners of the hassle
of mass shirt orders by creating their very

own store within W4 Apparel. This allows their
members to visit our site and order their shirts
directly. We create custom designs at their
request and even toss in a few of our own.
We offer the same service for non-profits,
businesses, and organizations of all kinds.

Visit us online and view our Partners to see who
we are currently working with.

We would love to partner with you as well!

whiskeyfourapparel@gmail.com * 512.791.7453

whiskey4apparel.com
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