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The HOA Board is reporting more cases of oak wilt in our 

neighborhood. With many new residents to Sendera, it’s important 
that all of us to stay well-informed and diligent about this threat, as 
one infestation can destroy everyone’s trees. While there is no way 
to eradicate it, identifying the disease early can help prevent it from 
spreading. The following information is a reprint from last year’s 
August issue about how to stay on top of the problem.

What causes oak wilt and how is it spread?
Oak wilt is a fungal disease that is transmitted by beetles. The 

beetles are attracted to open wounds on the tree, the result of pruning 
or weather damage. Once transmitted, the water system of the healthy 
tree is compromised, and oak wilt can be spread to other healthy 
trees via an interconnected root system.

What are the symptoms?
In this region of Central Texas, the trees primarily affected are live 

oaks and red oaks. On live oaks, leaves will turn yellow to brown 
starting at the veins. On red oaks, leaves will wilt and develop brown 
or bronze edges. Most live oaks will defoliate and die within 1-6 
months of initial symptoms. Red oaks never survive and die within 
3-4 weeks.

How to prevent the disease?
Use the following checklist when pruning your oaks:
•	 Paint fresh wounds immediately with wound  dressing or 

latex paint.
•	 Clean all pruning tools with 10% bleach solution or Lysol™ 

between sites or trees.
•	 Avoid pruning oaks unless outdoor temperatures are less than 

50 degrees or more than 90 Fahrenheit, as the beetles that 
spread the disease are not active during extreme temperatures. 
An alternate rule of thumb is do not prune oaks during the 
spring (currently defined as February 1 through June 30).

Oak Wilt Poses Serious Problem for Sendera
by Alison Carpenter

•	 Immediately chip, burn or bury cuttings from diseased oaks.
•	 Do not store firewood near healthy oaks unless that wood is 

dried out or cured, or you are sure it is not diseased.

What do I do if my tree has oak wilt?
Call a certified arborist immediately to examine your trees. If you 

suspect a neighbor’s tree has oak wilt, the best practice would be to 
tell your neighbor your suspicions, and then call an arborist to find 
out ways to protect your own trees.

The City of Austin participates in the Oak Wilt Suppression 
Project, a partnership of state agencies that aims to educate the public 
about oak wilt and provide cost-sharing and technical assistance to 
homeowners and neighborhoods. Visit https://austintexas.gov/page/
oak-wilt-suppression to find out more.
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by Ron Urias
Hello Residents,
Many of us are using the summer break to make repairs to our 

homes and fences. The HOA Board would like to give a friendly 
reminder that fences in Sendera were originally constructed of cedar 
and therefore must be replaced with the same material. We will 
enforce this deed restriction if someone uses weatherized, "Yella," 
or pine to replace or repair a fence. If you are replacing the original 
fence, you do not have to send in a notice to the HOA unless you 
are switching to metal posts.

Roof colors in Sendera are also important, and any homes with 
RED roof shingles are in violation of our covenants. Please remember 
we have a color palette at senderahoa.org that addresses the acceptable 
colors allowed in our subdivision. If you're replacing with the original 
color then there is no need to contact the HOA.

Tom Franke and a group of residents have gone to great lengths 
to come up with a color palette for painting homes in Sendera. They 
chose the fold-out brochure from VALSPAR found at Lowe’s. Those 
colors complement each other and are designed to bring out the best 
in a home’s appearance. Thanks to the hard work of the committee, 
we've even contracted with Lowe’s for a "Sendera" discount.

A Reminder on Fences, Roofs and Paint Colors

The playground on Norman Trail has been successfully relocated 
and upgraded. Not far from the original site, this new site is now city-
approved and in compliance with all of Austin’s codes and regulations. 
Thanks to our HOA Board for facilitating this long process! Check 
NextDoor for a grand-opening celebration happening in August. The 
new site (left photo) has a canopy and ADA mulch, and the original 
site (right photo) will be returned to its natural state.

New Location, Better 
Playground for Sendera Place
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512.791.7453whiskeyfourapparel@gmail.com

How does it work? Lets say you have a design you 
would like for a one-off custom shirt. We take your 

idea and design it for you. Once you approve the design 
we make it available in our store for you to purchase.

Who do we work with? We work with individuals as well 
as partner with organizations and businesses. Some of our 
partners are CrossFit boxes. We relieve the box owners 
of the hassle of mass shirt orders by creating their very 
own store within W4 Apparel. This allows their members 
to visit our site and order their shirts directly. We create 
custom designs at their request and even toss in a few 
of our own.  We offer the same service for non-profits, 
businesses, and organizations of all kinds.

Visit us online and view our Partners to see who we are 
currently working with.

We would love to partner with you as well!

 Be informed about neighborhood events by joining NextDoor.
com, the Sendera HOA Facebook page, or Sendera Moms Facebook 
page. Contact Suzann at suzannchili@sbcglobal.net or 512-291-
0714 to volunteer for event planning. Any help is most appreciated! 
Whatever your schedule allows.

Movie Night at the Pool - August 6th
Jaws 2 will be shown at the pool on Saturday, July 9th from 8:00-

10:00pm. The movie is free. Bring your own floats and chairs. If you 
would like to purchase snacks, there will be two food trucks for fun: 
a dessert truck and Kettle Corn.

The Sendera Fall Garage Sale will be held Friday & Saturday, 
September 23-24, from 8:00 am -1:00 pm. An ad will be placed in 
the Austin American-Statesman and on Craig’s list. If you choose to 
participate on either/both day(s) have your items out by 8:00 am. 
All participants are encouraged to hang at least one sign.

National Night Out – Tuesday, October 6th
         

Sendera Recreation Committee News
Submitted by Suzann Vera

Burglary Prevention Tips
•	 Know your neighbors! (Minimum: both sides and the 3 across 

the street.)
•	 Keep brush trimmed/cut in view of front door.
•	  Alternate sounds and lights left on in house when not at home.
•	 Contact APD for a FREE home security survey.
•	  Install strike plates for bolted doors with 3-inch screws, a quality, 

heavy-duty dead bolt lock with 1 inch bolt, and quality, heavy-duty 
lock in knob set with dead latch mechanism.

•	 When replacing entrance doors consider solid core or metal doors.
•	 Keep garages closed.
•	 Keep parked cars locked.

Since getting to know your neighbors is one of the best things you 
can do to fight neighborhood crimes, consider organizing a block 
pot luck, walk, social, ice cream party, or other activity to meet and 
greet neighbors.
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NOBODY IS DROWNPROOF
WATCH KIDS AROUND WATER

COLIN 
HOLST

PREVENT drowning
www.colinshope.org/quiz

TAKE the Water Safety Quiz

LEARN more at www.colinshope.org

BECOME a Water Guardian for your child

THESE WATER SAFETY TIPS CAN SAVE LIVES
DROWNING IS PREVENTABLE

61 Texas children have already fatally drowned in 2016

WATCH KIDS & KEEP 
IN ARM’S REACH

LEARN 
TO SWIM

WEAR 
LIFE JACKETS

MULTIPLE BARRIERS 
AROUND WATER

KEEP YOUR 
HOME SAFER

CHECK WATER 
SOURCES FIRST

PRACTICE DRAIN 
SAFETY

BE SAFER IN 
OPEN WATER

LEARN 
CPR

In May, we visited a heavy shade garden in Sendera Place. Because 
of the big trees all around, little direct sunlight makes it to the 
plants. To accommodate this restriction, the garden boasts lots of 
ferns, caladium, coleus and impatiens. Concern about exposure to 
mosquitoes drove us in early where we had a timely discussion about 
insect repellants. One member shared a recent article by Consumer 
Reports that rated various commercially available products. Repel 
Lemon Eucalyptus, Burt’s Bees Herbal, EcoSmart Organic and 
California Baby Natural Bug Blend were top rated. Protect yourself 
every time you go out in the yard.

June’s meeting was at the home of a member who has moved 
farther south along SH 45 in a newer subdivision. After tackling 
the front yard, she has moved on to making plans for the back yard 
that borders on a green belt. She says it’s coming along but was not 
quite ready for a photo shoot. Then, to our delight, she gave us each 
a darling pot ornament, made of metal and glass and in the shapre 
of a butterfly. There are times when nothing is blooming but we can 
always enjoy the whimsical, non-plant items in our garden.

In the Garden
by Pamela Kurburski

In early July, I attended a meeting of the Maple Run Garden Club 
where they had a presentation by Colleen Dieter of Red Wheelbarrow, 
who stressed the importance of compost and mulch for both beds and 
turf areas to improve the health of the soil, thus naturally improving 
the health of what is planted. Colleen also provided a handout on 
plants she calls “Survivors” in that they perform well during droughts 
and extreme winters. She said she would be updating it soon to 
include those that do well during floods.

Even though it’s hot, all that spring moisture has made fungal 
diseases like black spot and powdery mildew especially aggressive. 
Here’s a surprising fungicide that you probably have in your 
refrigerator, MILK! Yes, cow’s milk (whole milk, skim, it doesn’t 
matter) is a natural fungicide. Spray every week. Because even plain 
water droplets can burn leaves in the heat of the day, it is best to 
spray early in the morning.

Sendera Garden Club meets on the third Thursday of each month. 
If you would like to join us, please call me at 512-940-8430 to find 
out when and where our next meeting will be held.
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NOT AVAILABLE
ONLINE

I KNOW THE TRUE VALUE OF 
HOMES IN OUR NEIGHBORHOOD
I’m not just a Realtor, but I’ve also been your neighbor for 18 years.
Same Realtor that’s honest * Integrity * Trust * Dependability * 

Neighborhood Expert. 
It’s critical to select the right real estate  

Professional to help you buy or sell in today’s 
changing market. I’m familiar with homes  

selling in our neighborhood and can offer great 
tips. Want to know what your home is worth 
in today’s real estate  market?  Call me for a 

no-obligation consultation to learn your home’s 
top market value.

Enjoy your annual 4th of July flags 
compliments of Madeline

NEW 
LISTING!
8905 Copano Dr. 

At no time will any source be allowed to use The Sendera Newsletter's contents, 
or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in any media, 
website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose of 
solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or other 
self amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed permission 
from Peel, Inc. The information in the Sendera Newsletter is exclusively for the 
private use of the Sendera HOA and Peel, Inc.
DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. 
Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted 
by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content 
with this publication. All warranties and representations made in the advertising 
content are solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content 
should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or 
failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such 
advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher 
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes, 
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of 
misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other 
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, 
except as limited to liabilities stated above.
* The Sendera HOA does not endorse any products, services, or goods mentioned 
in the newsletter.
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