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The Tarrytown 4th of July was such a success. Thank you to all that 
attended. If you weren't there, please schedule us in for next year!

All photos are by Holly Reed Photography. See more inside.

Tarrytown Fourth of July Parade
AUGUST 2016 VOLUME 4 ISSUE 8



2     Tarrytown - August 2016	 Copyright © 2016 Peel, Inc.

TARRYTOWN

What does it mean to be a compassionate neighborhood? Our 
City Council has designated Austin as a Compassionate City by 
the Resolution passed April 14, 2016. Now what do we do in our 
neighborhoods to own and strengthen that identity?

Join in the “Neighborhood Compassion Watch”! Send in your 
responses to the question: “What does it mean to be a compassionate 
neighborhood? We want your stories of compassionate action, your 
goals and resolutions for good, your comments to inspire. Share 
them with us! We need to support and mobilize the positive! Sure, 
we can identify the needs we have, but let’s add to that a constructive 
action that can help meet that need. Compassion exists in 3 key 
dimensions: caring for others, self, and the Earth. Do you have a 
recycling goal? Share it and inspire others to join you in that goal. 
What do you see happening in your neighborhood that makes you 
smile? Share it and encourage more of it. What has a school, library, 
business, or organization done in your neighborhood that shows 
compassionate action? Share it and honor the value that this brings 
to the neighborhood. These are just some examples of what you 
can share. Our day to day compassionate actions are important! 
Let’s create a thriving neighborhood of 3D Compassion! Send your 
responses, stories, comments, words of inspiration to Compassionate 
Austin at compassionateaustin@gmail.com. Be sure to identify your 
neighborhood in your email! We may be able to publish them in 
this newsletter or on the Compassionate Austin website or Facebook 
page. Also, we are looking for stories that we can highlight in Citizen 
Communications at Austin City Council meetings.

Breaking News! The “Peace Day Austin” celebration is coming up in 
September! From September 11-21, Austin celebrates the International 
Day of Peace and the 11 Days of Global Unity. Let’s make Peace Day 
Austin and the 11 Days of Global Unity part of our homes and our 
neighborhood! Let’s live peace and compassion! The Global Unity 
Games offer a simple and free way for you to get involved. Register 
NOW to access information and resources to engage your family, 
your neighbors and your community. Go to the Compassion Games 
website to sign up: http://compassiongames.org/global-unity-games/. 
From September 11-21, share what you discover in our Neighborhood 
Compassion Watch on the global Compassion Map! Let’s put our 
neighborhood and Austin on the map!! Act locally and impact 
globally! The Peace Day Austin website has more information: www.
peacedayaustin.org.

Announcement! Open invitation for the “3D CAM” Project (3D 
Compassionate Austin Mobilization) “Youth Ambassadors Program” 
and also student internship opportunities. Go to the Compassionate 
Austin website for more info: www.compassionateaustin.org . 
Let’s engage youth from our neighborhood in creating a better 
neighborhood, a better Austin, and a better world!

Research shows the personal and community benefits of 
strengthening our compassion skills. We grow stronger in what we 
practice! Let’s bring 3D compassion to life! We ALL are Compassionate 
Austin! Find out more at: www.compassionateaustin.org.

Neighborhood
Compassion Watch!EMERGENCY NUMBERS

EMERGENCY................................................................911
Fire...................................................................................911
Ambulance.......................................................................911
Police Department.......................................... 512-975-5000
Sheriff – Non-Emergency................................ 512-974-0845
Animal Services Office.....................................................311

SCHOOLS
Austin ISD...................................................... 512-533-6000
Casis Elementary School................................. 512-414-2062
O. Henry Middle School................................. 512-414-3229
Austin High School......................................... 512-414-2505

UTILITIES
City of Austin................................................. 512-494-9400
Texas Gas Service
	 Custom Service.........................................1-800-700-2443
	 Emergencies................................................. 512-370-8609
	 Call Before You Dig..................................... 512-472-2822
Grande Communications................................ 512-220-4600
AT&T
	 New Service..............................................1-800-464-7928
	 Repair.......................................................1-800-246-8464
	 Billing.......................................................1-800-858-7928
Time Warner Cable
	 Customer Service......................................... 512-485-5555
	 Repairs......................................................... 512-485-5080
Austin/Travis County Hazardous Waste.......... 512-974-4343

OTHER NUMBERS
Ausitn City Hall.............................................. 512-974-7849
Ausitn City Manager....................................... 512-974-2200
Austin Police Dept (Non Emergency).............. 512-974-5000
Austin Fire Dept (Non Emergency)................. 512-974-0130
Austin Parks and Recreation Dept................... 512-974-6700
Austin Resources Recoovery............................ 512-494-9400
Austin Transportation Dept............................. 512-974-1150
Municipal Court............................................. 512-974-4800
Post Office..................................................... 512-2478-7043
City of Austin...................................... www.AustinTexas.gov

NEWSLETTER PUBLISHER
Peel, Inc.......................................................... 512-263-9181
Editor................................................tarrytown@peelinc.com
Advertising...................................... advertising@peelinc.com

IMPORTANT NUMBERS
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FINANCIAL FOCUS

In recent months, 
stocks have fallen 
sharply from their 
record highs, with 
one-day drops that 
can rightfully be 
called “dizzying.” 
As an investor, what 
are you to make of 
this volatility?

For one thing, 
you’ll find it useful to know the probable causes of the market 
gyrations. Most experts cite global fears about China’s economic 
slowdown, falling oil prices and anticipation of a move by the 
Federal Reserve to raise interest rates as the key factors behind the 
stock market’s decline.

On the other hand, the U.S. economy is still doing fairly well. 
Employers are adding jobs at a pretty good clip, wages are rising, 
home prices are up and overall economic growth has been reasonably 
solid. In other words, we are in a vastly better place than in the 
period before the Great Recession of 2008 and early 2009, when 
the financial markets bottomed out.

Nonetheless, it’s only natural that you might feel some trepidation 
over what’s been happening in the financial markets over the past few 
weeks. So, what should you do? Here are a few suggestions:

• Expect more of the same. Be prepared for more volatility, 
potentially including big drops one day followed by big gains 
the next. Until the factors considered responsible for the current 
volatility – that is, China’s slowing economy, low oil prices and the 
Federal Reserve’s decision on rates – have been fully absorbed into the 
market’s pricing mechanisms, big price swings, one way or another, 
are to be expected.

• Don’t panic. The headlines may look grim, but today’s newspapers 
are tomorrow’s recycling pile. Volatility is nothing new, and the 
financial markets are more resilient than you may think.

• Look for opportunities. By definition, a downturn occurs when 
investors sell massive amounts of stocks, but it actually may be a 
good time to buy them, while their price is down. Look at the most 
successful businesses and their products and services. If you can 
envision these companies still being around and thriving in ten years, 
why wouldn’t you want to buy their stocks at potentially lower prices?

• Diversify. During the downturn, just about everyone’s portfolio 
was affected. But if yours took a particularly large hit, it might be 
because your holdings are over-concentrated in stocks, especially the 
types of stocks that fared the worst. You may need to further diversify 
your portfolio through a mixture of domestic and international 
stocks, bonds, government securities, real estate, certificates of deposit 
(CDs) and other vehicles. Diversification, by itself, can’t guarantee a 

(Continued on Page 7)

Best Response to Volatile Markets? Stay Calm
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There is no crying in 
baseball! However, a few tears 
were earned for members of 
the Northwest Little League 
Minors team. The NWLL 
Reds ended a historic run this 
July with a one run loss to 
eventual champion Post Oak 
(Houston) in the semi-finals 
of the state tournament. The 
Reds were only the second 
Northwest team to reach the 

state tournament in 42 years.
The NWLL Reds finished up 10-3 in the three stage tournament 

(district, sectionals and state).
“We have an incredible group of players,” said head coach Shaun 

Mierl. “We outscored our opponents 171-81 and our three loses were 
by either one run or extra innings. I am so proud of every member of 
our team - they played hard and never quit.”

The Reds are made up of all-stars from the spring Northwest Little 
League AAA Minors 9/10 division. They beat South Austin and Western 
Hills (West Austin/Westlake) to win the District 11 Championship and 
advance to the sectional tournament. During the sectional tournament 
the Reds had to come through the losers bracket and scored 45 runs 
in the final two games against the previously undefeated Tyler team to 
bring home the championship.

During the state tournament the team lost both of their games to Post 
Oak by a total of 2 runs in regulation, including hitting a grand slam 
in the bottom of the 6th to force extra innings. They beat Seguin 25-2 
in their other state tournament game.

“NWLL has a strong tradition and our entire league and community 
are so proud of this team,” said NWLL President Brandon Canaday. 
“They epitomize everything we work to instill in our players - teamwork, 
sportsmanship and grit. But above all they represent community. The 

stands have been packed 
at every game and judging 
from the large volume 
of texts and social media 
posts, there was definitely 
a buzz around town that 
something special was 
happening with this group 
of boys.”

“ The  communi t y 
support has truly been 
amazing and I know the 
boys couldn't have gone this far without it,” added Coach Mierl, an 
Anderson High School alum, along with his brother Seth, also a coach 
on the team. Westwood High School graduate Cory Cox also serves as 
an assistant coach.

Of note is that more than half the team is at least a second generation 
Austinite. In addition to Anderson and Westwood, the team includes 
several kids/grandkids of Austin High, Lanier, McCallum and Westlake 
alums.

Players include: Jud Anderson, Charlie Cox, Campbell Duncan, Will 
Hotz, Andrew Mason, Drew Mierl, Trent Mierl, Nathan Nagy, Luke 
Schoelkopf, Rand Shepherd, Ed Small, Samuel Stevens, and Stephen 
Szygenda

Austin’s Northwest Little League
9/10 Minors Team Has Memorable Run in State Tournament

Only the second NWLL team to reach state in 42 years and the first appearance by 9/10 division
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Contemporary Orthodontics 

Celebrating 20 years in Dentistry! 

512-451-6457 

1814 West 35th Street, Austin, TX 78703 

www.BracesAustin.com 
Excellence. Right Here. 

Board Certified Orthodontics & Dentofacial Orthopedics 

“The American Association of Orthodontists 
recommends all children be evaluated by an 

orthodontic specialist by age 7.” 

Call today for your complimentary exam! 

Connect 
with us! DrJamesWaters.Blogspot.com 

THE HEAT IS ON… 
…are you ready? 

Summer is a great time to begin orthodontic treatment. 

So why choose Dr. Waters for your family? 

 
 Dr. Waters is a Fully Board Certified Orthodontist having completed both the written and 
clinical portions of certification with 20 years of experience in Dentistry and Orthodontics. 

The question isn’t why choose Dr. Waters…  
the question is why choose anyone else? 

Dr. Waters is the ONLY provider of Orchestrate Custom Aligners designed only for Specialists. 
Dr. Waters is centrally located 1 ½ blocks East of MoPac on 35th Street. 
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Here is an update on the Tarrytown real estate market through July 15th.  

August 2016
by Trey McWhorter

•	 The	number	of	transactions	remains	
lower than past years, down more 
than	12%	from	2015	and	more	than	
22%	vs.	2014.		Not	pictured	is	the	
number	of	transactions	in	MLS	in	
2013	for	the	same	time	period	–	99!

•	 Median	list	and	sold	prices	are	
down	vs.	2015,	but	this	is	at	least	
partly explained by the smaller 
homes	sold	(the	median	is	2,564	sq	
ft	in	2016,	vs.	2635	sq	ft	in	2015),	
down	almost	3%	

•	 List	and	sold	$	/	sq	ft	(both	average	
and	median)	show	gains,	although	
the median numbers show the gains 
are	rather	small.		Sold	price	/	sq	ft	is	
up a little over 1% vs. the same time 
in	2015

•	 Average	days	on	market	is	
consistent	with	2015,	but	the	
median	number	of	days	on	market	
is	up	significantly	over	2015,	
increasing	from	26	to	35	days	(up	
nearly	35%)
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Note on Active Listings

Note:  All data comes from the Austin Board of Realtors’ MLS report, reflecting activity through July 15, 2016.

Single	
  Family	
  Homes Year	
  to	
  Date	
  -­‐	
  Tarrytown 2016 2015 2014
SOLD Single	
  Family	
  Homes	
  Sold 61 70 79

Avg	
  List	
  Price 1,243,638.36$	
   1,177,048$	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   1,037,387$	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
Median	
  List	
  Price 995,000.00$	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   1,080,000$	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   800,000$	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

Average	
  Net	
  Sold	
  Price 1,203,140.15$	
   1,127,454$	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   1,008,753$	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
Median	
  Net	
  Sold	
  Price 950,000.00$	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   1,052,500$	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   775,000$	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

Average	
  List	
  Price	
  /	
  Sq	
  Ft 433.22$	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   399.01$	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   376.90$	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
Median	
  List	
  Price	
  /	
  Sq	
  Ft 406.75$	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   402.47$	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   361.42$	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

Average	
  Net	
  Sold	
  Price	
  /	
  Sq	
  Ft 419.02$	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   384.67$	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   370.35$	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
Median	
  Net	
  Sold	
  Price	
  /	
  Sq	
  Ft 392.93$	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   388.06$	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   361.61$	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

Average	
  Days	
  on	
  Market 58 57 43
Median	
  Days	
  on	
  Market 35 26 10

Size	
  of	
  House Sq/Ft	
  (Total) 2,564 2635 2412
Age	
  of	
  House Year	
  of	
  Construction 1954 1959 1952

Days	
  on	
  Market

List	
  Price

Sold	
  Price

List	
  Price	
  
$	
  /	
  Sq	
  Ft

Sold	
  Price	
  
$	
  /	
  Sq	
  Ft

Active	listings	in	2016	have	
increased	quite	a	bit	and	are	
well	above	the	number	of	active	
listings	in	2014	or	2015	at	the	
same	time	of	the	year.		At	the	
same	time,	the	price	points	
have	also	increased	and	the	
mix	of	$1M+	listings	is	now	
68%	of	active	listings	(the	
highest	it	has	ever	been).		 
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Courage, Loyalty & Character

www.facebook.com/NWLLAustinTX

Little League Fall Baseball

Register Today:  www.NWLL-Austin.org

Austin
Kula Karate

profit or prevent against all losses, but it can help blunt the harshest 
effects of volatility.

• Review your investment strategy. Unless your goals have changed, 
there’s no reason to revise your long-term investment strategy, even in 
the face of wild fluctuations in the financial markets. Still, it’s always 
a good idea to review your strategy at least once a year, possibly in 
consultation with a financial professional. You may need to make 
smaller-scale adjustments in response to changes in the economy, 
interest rates, and so on, but don’t abandon your core principles, 
such as maintaining a portfolio that reflects your goals, risk tolerance 
and time horizon.

Investing will never be either risk-free or predictable. But by 
taking the steps described above, you can relieve some of the stress 
associated with volatility and help yourself stay on track toward your 
financial objectives.

Past performance does not guarantee future results. Investors 
should understand the risks involved of owning investments, 
including interest rate risk, credit risk and market risk. The value 
of investments fluctuates and investors can lose some or all of their 
principal. Special risks are inherent to international investing, 
including those related to currency fluctuations and foreign political 
and economic events.

(Continued from Page 3)
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Call today to find out 
how you can contribute 

to your newsletter!
512.263.9181

Chinch bugs often appear in Texas lawns during hot, dry 
conditions. Usually damage starts in sunny locations or near driveway 
and sidewalk areas. Damage appears as irregular dead patches in the 
lawn surrounded by yellowing or dying grass. Chinch bug damage 
can be mistaken for other lawn problems like white grubs or fungal 
diseases, so confirmation of chinch bug activity is needed before 
choosing proper treatment.

So how do you tell if you have chinch bugs? The easiest way is to 
look for the insects. One way to look is to cut both ends out of a 
can, push it into the ground using a twisting motion and then fill the 
can with water for about 10 minutes and wait for any bugs to float 
to the top. Another way would be to get down on your hands and 
knees and part the grass to look for the insects. For both methods, 
samples should be taken in the damaged (yellowed grass), not dead, 
grass areas. 

Chinch bugs are small (about 1/5 of an inch as adults; immatures 
are smaller). Adults are black with white wings containing triangular 
markings. Nymphs, or immatures, are yellowish or pinkish with 
a light colored band across their body. Nymphs do not have fully 
developed wings.

Treatment is usually a liquid or granular formulation. Liquid 

formulations are often bottles that attach to the end of the garden 
hose or concentrates that you mix with water in a tank sprayer. 
Granular formulations are applied with push spreaders and need to 
be watered in after treatment. 

Treatment should be applied to the area where damage is occurring 
and several feet out from the damaged area; the entire yard does not 
have to be treated. All label instructions should be read and followed 
before and during the treatment.

For more information or help with identification, contact Wizzie 
Brown, Texas AgriLife Extension Service Program Specialist at 
512.854.9600.

Dead spots in the lawn?  Look for chinch bugs

Check out my blog at:
www.urban-ipm.blogspot.com
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DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. 
Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted 
by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content 
with this publication. All warranties and representations made in the advertising 
content are solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content 
should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or 
failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such 
advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher 
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes, 
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of 
misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other 
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, 
except as limited to liabilities stated above.

The Tarrytown Newsletter is a private publication published by Peel, Inc. It is not 
sanctioned by any homeowners association or organization, nor is it subject to the 
approval of any homeowners association or organization, nor is it intended, nor 
implied to replace any publication that may be published by or on behalf of any 
homeowners association or organization. At no time will any source be allowed to 
use the Tarrytown Newsletter's contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, 
shape or form, nor in any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, 
fax, or etc. for the purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, 
political campaigns, or other self amplification, under penalty of law without 
written or expressed permission from Peel, Inc. The information in the newsletter 
is exclusively for the private use of Peel, Inc.

Practice Areas:
Adoption   |  Grandparent and Non-parental Rights   |   Collaborative Law
High-Asset Divorce    |    Modifications of Custody, Possession, and Support

Collaborative Divorce
Board Certified Family Law Attorney

25 Years Experience
Let us help you understand your options. 

Tim Whitten 
Board Certified Family Law Attorney

812 San Antonio Street, Suite 401
Austin, TX 78701

www.whitten-law.com
info@whitten-law.com

512.478.1011
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Fourth of July Parade Continued…
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