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Well, we made it through the really really hot days of summer 
with a few blades of grass left and Fall is almost officially here. As 
our daylight hours grow shorter and the school year gets underway, 
please watch out for children walking to and from their buses and 
for our many walkers and joggers (both the two and four-legged 
kind), as well as the increasing numbers of bicyclists who share 
our streets. This is especially important in those “twilight” hours 
of the day -- early morning and early evening when people tend 
to be most in a hurry to get somewhere.

As we head toward November elections, be aware the reasonably 
sized political signs in private yards are allowed from ninety (90) 
days before the election and up to ten (10) days after. Please respect 
your neighbors’ right to their point of view on an issue and/or their 
right to show support for their candidate of choice. It is an insult 
to our political system and an embarrassment to this community 
to receive reports of intolerance and/or vandalism to these signs 
or to the yards where they are located in our community – and 
we hope to hear no more about this.

Big thank you to all the homeowners who have taken time to 
trim and clean up bushes and trees leaning into or over our streets 
and sidewalks. Owners who have not already done so, please note 
that there needs to be a minimum fourteen (14) feet clearance 
above the street. Contact us if you have any questions or would 
like the name of one of the excellent and cost effective tree crews 
we use for work in our common areas.

Finally, we are receiving reports of sprinklers running while 
it’s raining and on other restricted days or odd times. While we 
have received a fairly good amount of rainfall so far this year, we 
are still under certain restrictions. Check out the City’s watering 
rules at www.austintexas.gov/department/watering-restrictions. 
In brief: (1) hose end sprinklers are allowed two (2) days a week 
-- even addresses Thursday & Sunday; odd addresses Wednesday 
& Saturday. (2) Automatic systems may run once a week – 
even addresses Thursday; odd addresses Wednesday. Times are 
midnight to 10 a.m. and/or 7 p.m. to midnight. Thank you for 
your consideration.

Drive Safely in the Courtyard!

Message FROM THE Board
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Have a great school year!

When PRICE matters...CALL JOANY PRICE!

609 Castle Ridge Road, Ste. 400 • Austin, TX 78746   •   M: 512.775.8942 • O: 512.328.8200 • F: 512.328.2559 
jprice@cbunited.com • www.cbunited.com/Joany.Price

Joany
Price
Your Courtyard Neighbor
& Tennis Club Member 

Realtor, CLHMS
Certified Previews™ Property Specialist
International Diamond Society
Coldwell Banker United, REALTORS 

“I am now including a complimentary membership to The Courtyard Tennis & 
Swim Club with all of my listings”.  A $1500 value.
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CHA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President, Leslie Craven ............... 502-1124, 585-1153 (cell)
Vice President, Paul Siegel .............................. 512-243-5419
  .......................................................... pbsiegel@gmail.com
Secretary, Cathleen Barrett ............................. 817-371-6983
Waneen Spirduso .................................. spirduso@utexas.edu
Treasurer, Jim Lloyd .............................................. 231-0855
Doug Richards  512-527-9001, dougrichards714@gmail.com
Henry Mistrot ....................................................... 459-7313
COMMITTEES
Environmental Control (ECC)
 Diana Apgar .......................415-9412, fd1966fd@aol.com
Community Park
 Terry Edwards ............................................. 214-392-4627
Welcome
 Denise Hogan ............................................. 214-403-4454
  ............................................... denise.1.hogan@gmail.com
Social Committee Chairperson
 Joany Price ......................................................... 775-8942 
Landscape & Decorating 
 Ed Ueckert ........................................................ 345-6137
Security
 Jim Lloyd ........................................................... 231-0855
Communications
 Leslie Craven ..................................................... 502-1124
 Jane Gibson (Editor - Courtyard Caller) .............. 850-3346
 .............................................................janeegib@gmail.com
Compliance
  .................................................................................Open
Kayak Committee
 Waneen Spirduso .............................. spirduso@utexas.edu
Fire Safety Committee
 Jim Carolan ........................................cell (619) 559-1978
  .......................................................jccarolan1@gmail.com
Area Development and Zoning Liaison
 Paul Siegel & Cathleen Barrett ...512-243-5419, pbsiegel@
gmail.com
MANAGEMENT COMPANY

Goodwin Management: Marilyn Childress
 11149 Research Blvd. Austin, TX 78759-5227 

512-502-7509

SUB-HOA CONTACTS
Center Court:
 Gary Doucha ..................................................... 401-3105
  .....................................................gmdoucha@yahoo.com
Travis County Courtyard (aka "Backcourt")
 Allan Nilsson .................................................... 346-8432
  .................................................... arnilsson@earthlink.net
Villas at Courtyard:
 Thomas Hoy ...................................................... 231-1270
  ............................................Thomas.Hoy@freescale.com
Wolf Court:
 Tim Sullivan ...................................................... 346-3146
  ........................................................ tsullivan@gmail.com

Tuesday, October 4, 2016
5216 Scout Island Cir North

We’re going back to the classics for our October book club 
discussion of Edith Wharton’s Pulitzer Prize winning novel,  The 
Age of Innocence.  The novel follows Newland Archer, a young, 
aristocratic lawyer engaged to the cloistered, beautiful May Welland. 
When May's disgraced cousin Ellen arrives from Europe, fleeing 
her marriage to a Polish Count, her worldly, independent nature 
intrigues Archer, who soon falls in love with her. Trapped by his 
passionless relationship with May and the social conventions that 
forbid a relationship with Ellen, Archer finds himself torn between 
possibility and duty.

Wharton's profound understanding of her characters' lives 
makes the triangle of Archer, May, and Ellen come to life with an 
irresistible urgency. A wry, incisive look at the ways in which love and 
emotion must negotiate the complex rules of high society, The Age 
of Innocence is one of Wharton's finest, most illuminative works.

In November, we will be reading the Mayor’s Book Club selection 
for 2016, A Friend of Mr. Lincoln by Stephen Harrigan. (A fitting 
choice in the midst of this tumultuous presidential election year to 
look back and examine the rise of one of America’s most honored 
leaders.)

For more information about the book club please contact Lou 
Blemaster at 512-551-2659 or email loublemaster@gmail.com.

COURTYARD BOOK CLUB

How much wood could a woodchuck chuck? If he lived in one of 
the nation’s high fire hazard areas he should chuck all of it at least 
30 feet from his home.

One of the most common ember hazards homeowners create 
is the placement of firewood stacks next to their home. During a 
wildfire, hundreds of burning embers could become lodged within 
the stack. The dry, high winds that often accompany wildfire can fan 
the embers and cause ignition. Once burning, the firewood stack can 
jeopardize just about any home, regardless of construction material, 
because of its ability to ignite combustible siding, provide a flaming 
exposure to windows and break the glass, or climb to the eave and 
possibly enter into the attic.

Firewood should be stored at least 30 feet from the house, deck, 
and other structures during fire season. If the firewood stack is located 
uphill, make sure burning logs won’t roll downhill and ignite the 
home. Don’t place the stack under tree branches or adjacent to wood 
fences that are connected to the house. Bring just enough wood for 
the winter in close to the house after fire season is over. Another 
option is to store firewood inside the garage, but make sure embers 
can’t enter your garage though gaps between the door and framing.  
Don’t let your firewood stack be the kindling for your house fire.

Be Ember Aware Firewise Tip #3 
Chucking Your Wood
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As urban areas continue to grow and encroach on wildlife habitats 
it becomes more inevitable that we will occasionally meet up with 
coyotes and other wild animals. With some basic knowledge we can 
reduce these interactions and keep people, pets and wildlife safe.

Simply put, coyotes prey on rodents and small animals, so where 
there are rodents and small animals there is good chance that coyotes 
will show up to eat them. Just like humans, rodents thrive on 
food, shelter and water. Uncovered compost or trash bins, pet food 
left outside, fruit and nut tree droppings, accessible bird feeders, 
bird baths, and fountains are enticing food and water sources for 
rodents. Keeping these things in check along with regular yard/weed 
maintenance will discourage critters big and small from taking up 
residence where they don’t belong. And it goes without saying that 
the other food group in a coyote’s diet could include a beloved pet 
if left unattended and accessible.

Despite our best efforts to create boundaries between our space 
and theirs, we still may find ourselves crossing paths with coyotes. 
Should you find yourself face to face with a coyote, don’t panic, but 
do let the animal know that it’s not welcome in your space. Yelling, 
waving your arms, spraying the coyote with the garden hose and 
other forms of “hazing” should be enough to scare it away. Hazing 
also serves to discourage these adaptive animals from becoming too 
comfortable and/or aggressive around humans.

Wildlife sightings are a part of what makes Austin such a beautiful 
city. Whether it’s a snake crossing the road, a coyote on the prowl, 
or a turtle that’s wandered too far from the creek, by staying aware 
of our surroundings and reacting appropriately to our four legged 
neighbors, we should be able to coexist peacefully.

If you have any concerns about coyotes or other wildlife in the 
neighborhood please call 311 for assistance.

PREVENTING COYOTE CONFLICTS

•	 The male cicada is the loudest insect in the world. His sound 
can reach 120 decibels. By comparison, a jackhammer 
breaking concrete is 100-120 decibels.

•	 Nearly 30% of Dalmatian dogs are born with complete or 
partial hearing loss.

•	 While many think that Hydrox cookies were an Oreo knock-
off, Hydrox actually came first. They were first made in 1908, 
four years before the Oreo.

•	 Liechtenstein is the world’s leading exporter of false teeth.
•	 A group of eggs, such as those found in a bird’s nest, is known 

as a “clutch.”
•	 The world’s largest national park is the North East Greenland 

Park in Greenland, covering more than 375,000 square miles, 
more than twice the size of California.

•	 Cenosillicaphobia is the fear of an empty glass.
•	 The ZIP in ZIP code stands for Zone Improvement Plan.
•	 Canada has more lakes than all other countries combined.
•	 The little plastic bit on the end of your shoelace is called an 

aglet.
•	 The device used to measure your foot at a shoe store is called 

a “Brannock Device.”
•	 Deipnophobia is the fear of dinner party conversations.
•	 Pentheraphobia is the persistent fear of your mother-in-law.
•	 A group of jellyfish is called a smack.
•	 Two-thirds of the world’s lawyers live in the United States.
•	 Horses can’t vomit.

Source: www.mentalfloss.com/amazingfactgenerator
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NOBODY IS DROWNPROOF
WATCH KIDS AROUND WATER

COLIN 
HOLST

PREVENT drowning
www.colinshope.org/quiz

TAKE the Water Safety Quiz

LEARN more at www.colinshope.org

BECOME a Water Guardian for your child

THESE WATER SAFETY TIPS CAN SAVE LIVES
DROWNING IS PREVENTABLE

82 Texas children have already fatally drowned in 2016

WATCH KIDS & KEEP 
IN ARM’S REACH

LEARN 
TO SWIM

WEAR 
LIFE JACKETS

MULTIPLE BARRIERS 
AROUND WATER

KEEP YOUR 
HOME SAFER

CHECK WATER 
SOURCES FIRST

PRACTICE DRAIN 
SAFETY

BE SAFER IN 
OPEN WATER

LEARN 
CPR

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. 
Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles 
submitted by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the 
advertising content with this publication. All warranties and representations 
made in the advertising content are solely that of the advertiser and any such 
claims regarding its content should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints 
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost 
of such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the 
publisher assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or 
typographical mistakes, except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated 
above or in the case of misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any 
other liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely 
manner, except as limited to liabilities stated above.

At no time will any source be allowed to use The Courtyard Caller Newsletter 
contents, or loan said contents, to others in any way, shape or form, nor in 
any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for 
the purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political 
campaigns, or other self amplification, under penalty of law without written 
or expressed permission from Peel, Inc. The information in The Courtyard 
Caller Newsletter is exclusively for the private use of Peel, Inc. 

NOW’s the time to sign up for the Global Unity Games! 
http://compassiongames.org/global-unity-games/. The Games are 
September 11 through September 21st! You can join in any time 
during this period. It’s simple to do, free, and online. During the 
Games, pay extra attention to discover and appreciate acts that show 
caring for others, self, and the Earth (either those you do yourself or 
those being done by others). Use the Neighborhood Compassion 
Watch to inspire you! Then post about your experience on the 
global Compassion Report Map to motivate people around the 
world. Be an “Agent of Compassion”! Participate as an individual 
or sign up as a team with your family, neighbors, and community. 
It’s especially important to engage our youth. We grow stronger in 
what we practice. Let’s strengthen compassion in ourselves and our 
neighborhood!

IMPORTANT 
ANNOUNCEMENT!
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www.CapitolSeniorCare.com

A Family you can TRUST!
Non-Medical Home Care Services

Services Include:
· Bathing and Hygiene
· Companionship
· Light Housekeeping
· Transportation
· Personal Care
· Healthy Meal Prep
· Rehab/Hospital Sitters
· Hospital Transition Care
· Fall Risk and Safety Care

Support a local company owned and operated 
by your Courtyard neighbor!

$100 OFF
your first bill for any new client 

that lives in the Courtyard!

Contact Us Today for More Info!
Phone: 512.436.9727
Fax: 512.467.6906
Email: info@capitolseniorcare.com
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