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This time of year, the 
most notable family of 
plants are the Heilianthus, 
or sunflowers. From the 
Greek ‘helios’  or sun 
and ‘anthos’ or flower, 
these plants are usually 
tall annuals or perennials 
that during their growth 
phase exhibit a subtle 
behavior in the daylight 
hours. This behavior, called 
heliotropism, is the ability 
for the young flower buds 
and leaves to gently tilt 
toward the sun, tracking 
it as it moves across the 
sky. By the time the flower 
heads mature, they are 
stationary but generally 
facing east to greet the 
rising sun.

Sunflowers are typically 
tall plants with one to 

multiple flower heads, consisting of bright yellow ray florets or 
flowers, surrounding yellow or maroon disc florets. In wild or native 
species, the rough and hairy stems are normally branched, and the 
leaves are often sticky and lance or heart-shaped. Sunflowers also 
exhibit phyllotaxis, or the arrangement of leaves on a stem that forms 
a distinct pattern, in this case a repeating spiral. Additionally, the disc 
florets also display a phyllotactic pattern, one that creates the optical 
effect of criss-crossing spirals in the flower’s center.

In our area, the two most abundant sunflowers are the Common 
Sunflower (Helianthus annuus) and the Maximilian Sunflower 

NatureWatch
Sun Trackers

by Jim and Lynne Weber

(Helianthus maximiliani). Blooming from May to October, the 
Common Sunflower grows on dry soils, especially in disturbed areas. 
It can reach 1.5 to 8 feet tall, and various parts of the branched stems 
can be either green or dark purple. The heart-shaped leaves are coarse 
and covered in rough hairs, and grow from 2.5 to 10 inches long. 
Up to 4 inches across, the flower heads have yellow ray flowers and 
reddish brown disc flowers. As their scientific name suggests, these 
plants are annuals.

Maximilian Sunflowers, on the other hand, are perennials that 
bloom in September and October. They grow 1 to 6 feet tall in 
colonies on both the dry ground of prairies and the moist ground of 
roadside ditches and other low places. Shorter, rough hairs cover the 

Mark Your Calendars Now
For Our Halloween Parade

SATURDAY, OCT. 29TH AT 9:30 AM!

(Continued on Page 2)
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narrow lance-shaped leaves, which average 2 to 4 inches long. The 
1.5 to 3 inch wide flower heads have yellow ray flowers surrounding 
yellow disc flowers, with numerous flower heads growing along the 
unbranched stems.

Aside from their aesthetic value to humans, sunflowers are generally 
palatable to deer and numerous species of birds eat their seeds. Their 
flower heads support nectaring bees, and they are the food plants 
for several butterfly species such as the Bordered Patch and Silvery 
Checkerspot. When mixed with other native annuals, these sun 
trackers provide good cover for many species of wildlife, and would 
be a great addition to your native wildscape.

Send your nature-related questions to naturewatch@austin.rr.com 
and we’ll do our best to answer them. Check out our book, Nature 
Watch Austin, published by Texas A&M University Press, and our 
blog at naturewatchaustin.blogspot.com if you enjoy reading these 
articles!

Jester Village is running a special for next couple of months
1 Month Rent Free

Sizes from 150 to 1435 feet available.
Jester Village Shopping Center and Business Park

6507 Jester Blvd
Austin, Texas  78750

Graham Properties Real Estate
512.345.9400

Why Office at Home
“When you could have a quiet place” 

At Jester Village
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On April 14, 2016, the Austin City Council passed a resolution 
designating Austin as a Compassionate City. There are now over 350 
compassionate communities globally and the number is growing. 
Compassionate Austin is recognized as a leader!

Let’s start the “Neighborhood Compassion Watch”! Compassion 
exists in 3 key dimensions: caring for others, self, and the Earth. 
Discover and share your stories of “3D” compassion. Catch people 
in the act! You can engage youth in a treasure hunt for compassion 
and help them tell about what they find. Send your stories to 
Compassionate Austin at compassionateaustin@gmail.com. Be sure 
to identify your neighborhood when you submit your story! We may 
be able to publish them in this newsletter or on the Compassionate 
Austin website or Facebook page. Also, we are looking for stories 
that we can highlight in Citizen Communications at Austin City 
Council meetings.

Breaking News! The “Peace Day Austin” celebration is coming 
up in September! From  September 11-21, Austin celebrates the 
International Day of Peace and the 11 Days of Global Unity. Let’s 
make Peace Day Austin and the 11 Days of Global Unity part of 
our homes and our neighborhood! Let’s live peace and compassion! 
The Global Unity Games offer a simple and free way for you to get 
involved. Register NOW to access information and resources to 
engage your family, your neighbors and your community. Go to the 
Compassion Games website to sign up: http://compassiongames.
org/global-unity-games/. From September 11-21, share what you 
discover in our Neighborhood Compassion Watch on the global 
Compassion Map! Let’s put our neighborhood and Austin on the 
map!! Act locally and impact globally! The Peace Day Austin website 
has more information: www.peacedayaustin.org.

Announcement! Open invitation for the “3D CAM” Project (3D 
Compassionate Austin Mobilization) “Youth Ambassadors Program” 
and also student internship opportunities. Go to the Compassionate 
Austin website for more info: www.compassionateaustin.org . 
Let’s engage youth from our neighborhood in creating a better 
neighborhood, a better Austin, and a better world!

Research shows the personal and community benefits of 
strengthening our compassion skills. We grow stronger in what 
we practice! Let’s bring 3D compassion to life! We ALL are 
Compassionate Austin! Find out more at: www.compassionateaustin.
org.

Neighborhood 
Compassion Watch!

by Lesa Walker
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WELCOME 
COMMITTEE NEWS

Sheila and Jason on Moss Rose Cove

It was just a few months ago that 
our deliveries were delayed due to a 
lot of rain.  Not that the Welcome 
Committee is afraid of a little rain, 
but we didn’t want to bring our wet 
feet into new neighbors’ houses!  Or 
maybe we just don’t like going out in 
the rain.  Whichever.  Now, however, 
we’re talking heat, and lots of it!  We 
did go out in the heat, though, and 
were able to deliver almost all our 
Welcome Bags.  There was one house 
still under renovation, and one house 

where no one was home and there wasn’t anywhere to put the bags.  
At yet another, we left the bag (without the cookies) because the 
new residents had moved in and there was a Fed Ex package already 
on the porch.  

Even so, we were able to welcome 6 new neighbors.
•	 We met Ophir and Pamela with their children Amitai and Elan.  

They moved to the 8100 block of Jester Boulevard from Sunnyvale, 
California.  

•	 Jessie and Marcus just moved to their house on the 8300 block 
of Gutherie.  They merged their households and have 3 children, 
Nora (8), Kaden (7), and Makayla (5), along with a chocolate lab 
named Vida.    Both Jessica and Marcus are long time Austinites.

•	 Wei and Homg with their children Grace and James moved to the 
7700 block of Basil Drive.  They’re from China and have a new 
restaurant located at Burnet and Braker.   

•	 Even though renovations are still underway, we delivered a 
Welcome Bag to David and his daughter Deedee, who will be 
moving to the 6700 block of Beauford Drive.  David wasn’t at 
home, but we spoke with his good friend Tai.  

•	 Ashu and Richa with their son Riyansh and daughter Aaliya moved 
to their new residence on Clove Cove from their house in the Great 
Hills area.  They are long term Austinites.

•	 We met Jason and Sheila and their 4 year old child Ellie.  
Unfortunately it was too late to also meet 1 year old Cooper.  They 
moved to Moss Rose Cove from the Brentwood area.
If you live near any new residents, please stop by and introduce 

yourself!  Also, please contact JoAnn Welles at (512) 484-7588 or 
joann-welles@sbcglobal.net if you’ve moved to Jester lately and we 
haven’t welcomed you officially.  We may have tried to deliver a bag 
to you but not found you home.

Everyone wants a safe place to call home, and our association strives 
to make all residents feel secure. While we’re diligent in our efforts to 
reduce possible dangers in our community, we can’t do it alone. It’s up 
to everyone to pitch in to keep crime rates down. Thankfully, taking 
a few simple steps can go a long way in keeping theft, vandalism and 
other felonies and misdemeanors out of the association.

Know Your Neighbors. And not just the neighbors on your block, 
but also the neighbors from all parts of the association. At the very 
least, you’ll get a better idea of who actually lives (and in turn, who 
belongs) here. Talking with your neighbors will also give you the 
chance to find out if there have noticed any crimes or suspicious 
activity in the association recently so that you can be on the lookout 
as well. Consider creating and distributing a block list with everyone’s 
contact information on your block so that you and your neighbors 
can alert each other of any problems that arise.

Leave The Light On. A good way to deter felons from breaking 
into your home is to make sure your front porch light stays on all 
night, even when you’re out of town. Not only does it signal that 
someone’s home, it also makes it harder for vandals to hide among the 
shadows. If you’re worried that you’ll either forget to turn the light 
on at night or off in the morning, you can purchase an inexpensive 
timer that will automatically do that for you every day. Also, if you 
see any street lights around the association that are burnt out, please 
contact https://slo.centerpointenergy.com/ or let the clubhouse know 
as soon as possible so that we can replace them for everyone’s safety.

Lock Up. If you want to keep unwanted guests out, don’t make 
your home inviting. Even when you’re around, it’s best to keep all 
gates, doors and garages locked at all times. It’s also a good idea to 
keep your windows closed and locked when possible, especially if 
they’re on the ground floor.

Put On Your Walking Shoes. Taking as stroll around the association 
isn’t just good exercise. You can casually patrol the community for 
anything suspicious or usual, as well as swap notes about criminal 
activity in the area with other neighbors who are out and about. Also, 
when more residents regularly walk around the association, it can 
help scare off hooligans who are afraid of getting caught in the act.

Clean It Up. Picking up litter, removing graffiti and keeping trees, 
bushes and lawns trimmed not only makes the association look better, 
but also sends the message that our residents are diligent about keeping 
the neighborhood a respectable place to live. This can help discourage 
troublemakers from hanging around our community and encourage 
responsible and involved people to move to the association.

See Something, Say Something. If you notice a crime or a 
suspicious activity, regardless of how small the incident may seem, 
notify your local precinct or notify 911. Keep in mind that our local 
precinct is already in our area. List this number under A911 on your 
phone for easy access.

We all have a responsibility to our community to help keep it safe, 
and incorporating even a few of these tips can go a long way. Do 
your part to make our association a place you’re happy to call home.

Association Crime Stoppers
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Don’t miss Weekly Scoreboard Fun!
TEXAS HOLD’EM on Mondays @7:00pm

LIVE MUSIC! On Fridays and Saturdays: @8:00pm
BRUNCH on Sundays@ 10:00am

FREE WIFI –means We can host your  
FANTASY FOOTBALL DRAFT parties!!!

•	  Brand new management and staff team!
•	 Complete new menu! Nothing is the same!
•	 We never freeze our meat!

•	 Our food is made from fresh ingredients! 
Even our sauces and dressings!

•	 Friendliest Place in town!!

6507 Jester Blvd. #105 Austin, TX 78750 512-346-8228

Remember “THE BAR DOWN THE HILL”? It’s GONE!
Meet the brand new SCOREBOARD! NEW OWNER and MANAGEMENT

Our Hours Are:
Mon, Tues, Wed 11am-11pm
Thur, Fri, Sat 11am-midnight

Sun 10am-11pm

Let us WOW you with our AMAZING food and spoil your taste buds!

Bring this Page in and
ENJOY ANY ENTREE for ONLY $4.00
This deal may not be used in addition to any other discounts, Expires 9/30/2016 Limits to 1 per person up to 2 per coupon



6     The Jester Warbler - September 2016	 Copyright © 2016 Peel, Inc.

Jester Estates

WILDLIFE HABITAT

7871 Lakewood Drive

WILDLIFE HABITAT

www.DekeForConstable.com
Early Voting October 17-28, 2016 & Election Day November 8, 2016

Pol.Ads.Pd. for by Deke Pierce for Constable Campaign/Stephanie Phillips,Treasurer.
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7300 Ranch Road 2222, Suite # 216
Austin, Tx 78730

www.britexdental.com

Call us today to schedule your appointment - 512.343.9000

DR. RHONDA STOKLEY’S IS NOW…

www.britexdental.com

As Summer ends and we all start to get back into our routines, 
don’t forget your smile.

Call to book your cleaning and check up.
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www.JesterNeighbors.com
Community Registration Code: 3328

PET REGISTRY • SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS:
ONLINE & VIA EMAIL • ONLINE SUGGESTION BOX: 

MAKE SUGGESTIONS TO THE ASSOCIATION BOARD • 
IMPORTANT HOMEOWNER ASSOCIATION

DOCUMENTS . . . & MUCH MORE

Jester Homeowner’s
Association Website!

Register today! Sponsored by
Jester Homeowners Association, Inc.

STEVE’S PLUMBING
REPAIR
• Water Pressure Problems
• Sewer & Drain Service
• Fiber Optic Drain
   Line Inspections
• Free Estimates
• Satisfaction Guaranteed

Steve Brougher
2605 Buell Ave

Master License: M-39722

512.276.7476
satisfaction guaranteedfree estimates

water pressure problems
�ber optic drain line inspectionssewer & drain service 

Steve Brougher
276-7476  ∙ 2605 Buell Ave

STEVE’S
PLUMBING

REPAIR
Master 
License: 

M-39722

satisfaction guaranteedfree estimates

water pressure problems
�ber optic drain line inspectionssewer & drain service 

Steve Brougher
276-7476  ∙ 2605 Buell Ave

STEVE’S
PLUMBING

REPAIR
Master 
License: 

M-39722

NOBODY IS DROWNPROOF
WATCH KIDS AROUND WATER

COLIN 
HOLST

PREVENT drowning
www.colinshope.org/quiz

TAKE the Water Safety Quiz

LEARN more at www.colinshope.org

BECOME a Water Guardian for your child

THESE WATER SAFETY TIPS CAN SAVE LIVES
DROWNING IS PREVENTABLE

82 Texas children have already fatally drowned in 2016

WATCH KIDS & KEEP 
IN ARM’S REACH

LEARN 
TO SWIM

WEAR 
LIFE JACKETS

MULTIPLE BARRIERS 
AROUND WATER

KEEP YOUR 
HOME SAFER

CHECK WATER 
SOURCES FIRST

PRACTICE DRAIN 
SAFETY

BE SAFER IN 
OPEN WATER

LEARN 
CPR

In Home Pet Sitting
Daily Dog Walking
Midday Potty Breaks
Medication Administration
Pet Transportation
House Sitting

A PAssion Fur Pets
APASSIONFURPETS.COM  |  512.368.0123
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Highly regarded Austin-area child-
care and education center creates new 
Head of Schools position to direct 
growth for all three of its campuses; 
promotes Tanya Saenz to fill roll.

AUSTIN, TX (July 28, 2016) —
The Children’s Center of Austin an-
nounced today that Tanya Saenz has 
been named the institution’s first 
Head of Schools. In this roll, Saenz 
will oversee the management of all the 
Children’s Center of Austin schools 
including fiscal, personnel, curricu-
lum, quality assurance, and customer 
relations, as well as the overall admin-
istrative success for all schools.

“I am excited about my next chapter 
with the Children’s Center of Austin,” 
said Saenz, who was promoted from 
the Regional Director position. “We 
have an amazing school system with 
incredible families, teachers, and staff 

all working together to ensure the 
physical, social, and intellectual needs 
of every child are met on a daily ba-
sis. My goal is to build upon this solid 
foundation and pave a path for our 
students to have the most well-round-
ed, safe, and caring start to their edu-
cation.”

Some of the new initiatives Saenz 
will be addressing early on include 
physical upgrades to some of the 
schools such as outdoor sport courts 
for enhanced student activity and 
health. Also, she will continue to seek 
out the best ongoing educational and 
training opportunities for teachers to 
stay atop their fields and continue to 
provide the best care for all students.

Saenz brings 17 years of early child-
hood education and management ex-
perience to the newly appointed Head 
of Schools position. Six of those years 
have been spent at the Children’s Cen-
ter of Austin serving as Curriculum 
Coordinator, School Director, and 
Regional Director. She holds a degree 
in Early Childhood Education with a 
concentration in Infant and Toddler 
studies from Del Mar College, and is 
working towards a second degree in 
Business Administration from Con-
cordia University.

Prior to joining the Children’s Cen-
ter of Austin, Saenz worked in schools 
in south Texas as well as three years 
with the Lake Travis Independent 
School District. Now, in the newly ap-
pointed position as Head of Schools, 
Saenz will rely upon that experience 
to continue the growth of the Chil-

dren’s Center of Austin, its staff, and 
students, as well as provide continuity 
of management across all campuses.

About Children’s Center of Austin
The Children’s Center of Austin is 

devoted to a love of learning based on 
the premise that every child is a unique 
individual with a definite growth and 
development pattern. The Children’s 
Center of Austin is committed to the 
belief that early childhood education 
is vital to our children’s futures, and 
thus the curriculum is developmen-
tally based and focuses on the individ-
ual child’s social, emotional, and intel-
lectual needs. The Children’s Center 
of Austin serves infants, toddlers and 
preschoolers, and offers after school 
programs for kindergarten through 
fifth grade at three Austin area loca-
tions:  Westlake, Northwest Austin (at 
Jester Blvd.), and Steiner Ranch.

Names Tanya Saenz
to Head of Schools

CCOA - STEINER RANCH
4308 N. Quinlan Park Rd. Suite 100
Austin, TX 78732
512.266.6130

CCOA - NW AUSTIN
6507 Jester Boulevard Bldg. 2
Austin, TX 78750
512.795.8300

CCOA - WESTLAKE
8100 Bee Caves Rd.
Austin, TX 78746
512.329.6633

childrenscenterofaustin.com

Children’s Center of Austin
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DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of 
their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its 
employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in 
articles submitted by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for 
the advertising content with this publication. All warranties and representations 
made in the advertising content are solely that of the advertiser and any such 
claims regarding its content should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints 
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of 
such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher 
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes, 
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of 
misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other 
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, 
except as limited to liabilities stated above.

At no time will any source be allowed to use the Jester Estates Community 
Newsletter contents, or loan said contents, to others in any way, shape or form, 
nor in any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. 
for the purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political 
campaigns, or other self amplification, under penalty of law without written 
or expressed permission from the Jester Estates Homeowner's Association and 
Peel, Inc. The information in the newsletter is exclusively for the private use of 
Jester Estates residents only.

SIGN UP FOR JESTER EMAIL ALERTS!
Visit Jester Homeowner’s Association website and sign up

to receive pertinent neighborhood email alerts.
www.JesterNeighbors.com

Community Registration Code: 3328 - 

REGISTER TODAY!

Mail (or drop off) your pet info to:
Carol Philipson

7502 Clematis Cv
Austin, TX 78750

Include type of pet, name, male or female, description, age, 
medications, veterinarian’s name, whether it is microchipped, 
and pet owner’s name, address, and contact information.

For lost or found pets, call 338-1519

PET REGISTRY
Get your pets registered TODAY! This is a complimentary 

neighborhood service!

NOT AVAILABLE
ONLINE

QualityPrintingOfAustin.com

512.263.9181
Call today for more info

printing is 
an art

make some 
with us!
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