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What is this Thing

From time to time you may hear that the board of the
association operates in a fiduciary capacity for the homeowners.
Or you may read about the board’s fiduciary responsibility in
the governing documents. Just exactly what does this mean?

Fiduciary duty simply means the board has an ethical and
legal obligation to make decisions in the best interests of the
entire association. That’s a small explanation for a very big
responsibility.

Fiduciary duty includes a duty of loyalty to the association,
which means that board members should never use their
position to take advantage of the association. They should never
make decisions for the association that benefit themselves at
the expense of the association and its members.

Fiduciary duty also includes the duty to exercise ordinary care.
This means board members must perform their duties in good
faith and in a manner they believe to be in the best interest of
the association, with such care as an ordinary prudent person
in a similar position under similar circumstances would use.

In short, boards must act in the best interests of the association
and act reasonably.

Board members fulfill their fiduciary duty by:

* Developing and using a formal budgeting process

* Establishing and adhering to budgetary guidelines

* Making sure the budgeting process reflects the wishes of the
association members

* Promoting understanding and acceptance of the reserve
accounts among the members

* Collecting sufficient fees to adequately operate the association

* Soliciting bids and negotiating appropriate contracts

* Authorizing expenditures
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Tips for Protecting
Tour ldentity
during the Holidays

Identity theft is a problem any time of the year. But, while
consumers are focused on giving during the holidays, crooks are
focused on taking. If there’s one thing consumers don’t need, it
is dealing with identity theft during the holidays. The National
Foundation for Credit Counseling (NFCC) offers the following tips
to help consumers protect themselves during the busy holiday season:

* Be aware of your surroundings. Sidewalks and malls will be
crowded and shoppers will be distracted—the perfect combination
for a pick-pocket. If someone bumps into you, don’t assume it was
an accident. Women should clutch purses closely at their side or in
front of them with the wallet hidden at the bottom. Men should
stow wallets in an inside coat pocket.

* Don't carry large sums of cash. Charge your purchases or use a
debit card. Just remember that credit cards offer some protections
that debit cards don’t. When you use a credit card, you can dispute
a purchase before paying for it. With a debit card, the money is
removed from your account at the time of the purchase. A thief can
wipe out your checking or savings account before you ever realize
the theft has taken place

* Guard your PIN number at the ATM. Be aware of anyone lurking
around the ATM, and if someone is standing too close, simply ask
him or her to step back. Thieves can also install devices that read
your information at the ATM without you knowing it. If you notice
anything unusual about the ATM, use a different one, and report
what you've seen to the bank.

* Don’t let your credit card out of your sight. Unscrupulous clerks
or waiters can copy your card information or swipe your card into a
second card reader and later make a new credit card for themselves.
Worse yet, they can sell your information to an organized crime ring.

(Continued on Page 3)
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IMPORTANT NUMBERS

CGNOA Recreation Center.......ccceeeeveeeeveeennen. 281-290-6723
GUALrd HOUSE...coovveieeeieieeeeeeeeeeeeee e 281-357-4183
SCHOOLS

Tomball Independent School Dist....................... 281-357-3100

281-357-3080
281-357-3122

Willow Creek Elementary ....

Canyon Pointe Elementary

Northpointe Intermediate .........cc.cccoeiniiucucnnnn. 281-357-3020
Willow Wood Junior High 281-357-3030
Tomball High School .........cccccceunieiinnecinnnne. 281-357-3220
Tomball Memorial High School.......................... 281-357-3170
PROPERTY TAX
Harris County TaX........coccoviiiinininiiniinciennn. 713-224-1919
Mud #280 and Mud #15 281-376-8802
NW Harris WCID......oooieiieiieieeieeeiesieeeeseeee 281-376-8802
POLICE & FIRE
Emergency ......cccooeviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie 911
Harris County Sheriff ( Non Emergency)............ 713-221-6000
Klein Vol. Fire Dept. .cccovvveveeirrieuecreninienecnineenene 281-376-4449
MEDICAL
Tomball Regional Medical Center 281-401-7500
Methodist Willowbrook Hospital........................ 281-477-1000
Houston Northwest Medical Center ................... 281-440-1000
Cy-Fair Hospital.......cccccoveveucinnnennne. 281-586-4700
Texas Sports Medicine Center 281-351-6300
Poison Control.......coeeverierieieniriiinenesesesienans 800-764-7661
Cypress Creek EMS (www.ccems.com) ............... 281-378-0800
UTILITIES
Centerpointe Energy 713-207-7777
Power To ChooSe.....cvecveeieerieiierieieeeeie e 888-797-4839
Centerpointe Energy Entex........cccccoiiiininne. 713-659-2111
Telephone AT&T ......c.ccoeveruereieinereiinierereienes 800-464-7928
Water District Manager (15 & 280)..................... 281-376-8802
Waste Management........ccoveeeveeeueeeuennenenneneanenes 713-686-6666
Waste Management Hazards Waste Pickup-280 Only ...............
........................................................................ 800-449-7587
Utility Marking - Texas One Call ..........c..c......... 800-245-4545
Before You Dig.....c.cocoieiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiciiecceceee 811
TV /INTERNET
COIMICAST cuveenvreereeenreeireesreesaeesseeesseesseessseasssaesseenns 800-266-2278
AT 8T U-VEISE .ot 888-320-2167
DILECT V.t 888-777-2454
DISH Network ...ccveeveereeiierieieeieeeeeeeeeeeenneennes 888-825-2557

NEWSLETTER PUBLISHER
Peel, INC. cvevveiciniciniccniccncce e 512-263-9181
AdVertising........ccecevrvereccnnrerecnennenennn. hdvertising@peelinc.comy

At no time will any source be allowed to use the Canyon Gate at Northpointe
Newsletter contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form,
nor in any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc.
for the purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political
campaigns, or other self amplification, under penalty of law without written or
expressed permission from the Canyon Gate at Northpointe HOA and Peel, Inc.
The information in the newsletter is exclusively for the private use of Canyon
Gate at Northpointe residents only.

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees.
Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted
by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content
with this publication. All warranties and representations made in the advertising
content are solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content
should be taken up with the advertiser.

* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of
such advertising.

* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes,
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of
misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.

* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner,
except as limited to liabilities stated above.

LOW AUTO RATES FOR YOUNG DRIVERS
HOME AND FLOOD COVERAGE
MOTORCYCLE AND BOAT COVERAGE

We are in business to serve
the changing lifestyles of our
customers by offering life,
health, and asset protection.

Richard Bemch
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(Continued from Cover)

* Lighten your wallet. Remove anything from your wallet that
you don’t absolutely need to have with you. That way, if someone
is successful in stealing it, they won't get as much. Never carry your
Social Security card with you, but check other cards that might
use your SS# as an identifier. If you're not going to be using your
checkbook, leave it at home.

* Make copies of your credit cards. Copy both sides of all your
cards. If you lose your wallet, you'll have easy access to all of your
account numbers and phone numbers, allowing you to alert your
bank immediately.

* Keep up with all receipts. Not only will you need them to
make returns easily, but crooks are very interested in stealing the
information they contain. Never stuff the receipts into your car visor
or leave them exposed in any way.

* Open your credit card statements as soon as they arrive. Check
the bill for any unauthorized purchases. Even better, keep a watchful
eye on your accounts by going online and reviewing your accounts
each week. If you notice anything out of the ordinary, report it
immediately to your bank. Doing so will likely remove any payment
responsibility you might have for fraudulent purchases.

* Secure all personal information even while at home. Unfortunately,
many times an ID thief is someone we know. During the holidays,
you may have guests in your home. Remove temptation by putting
personal information out of sight.

* Consider signing up for a credit monitoring service. Such services
alert you via email anytime there is an inquiry or other activity to your
credit report. In other words, if someone tries to open an account in
your name, you'll know about it. Such services are offered by all of
the major credit reporting bureaus, and could be money well-spent.

* Order your credit report. Consumers are allowed one free credit
report every 12 months from each of the three bureaus. Order a
report now from one bureau, and order another one in January from
a different bureau. This will give you a good snapshot of activity and
will alert you to anything unusual.

In spite of all your efforts, if you are victimized by ID theft, contact
an NFCC Member Agency for help. Their certified counselors can
walk you through the steps to recovery. To find the agency closest
to you, dial (800) 388-2227, or go online www.DebtAdvice.org. To
locate a Spanish speaking counselor, call (800) 682-9832.

For more information and tips about identity theft visit NFCC
at www.ProtectYourIDNow.org.

Jomtball AR Jeague

- November 12

Join us November 12 for our meeting featuring
Artist, Linda Marcy, demonstrating techniques in
kiln formed glass. TAL meets at 9:30 AM the 2nd
Saturday of the month (some exceptions) in the

Amegy Bank Building, 2nd Floor,
Hwy 249 @ Medical Complex Dr. in Tomball.
For more info: www.thetomballartleague.com

BASHANS PAINTING
& HOME REPAIR

e Interior & Exterior Painting * Wallpaper Removal

¢ HardiPlank Replacement *Wood Replacement

o Sheetrock Repair * Interior Carpentry

¢ Cabinet Painting * Wallpaper Removal &
¢ Pressure Washing Texture

¢ Fence Repair/Replacement * Garage Floor Epoxy

¢ Custom Staining * Roofing

¢ Gutter Repair & Replacement ¢ Faux Painting

¢ Crown Molding

NO MONEY UP FRONT

20 Years Experience * References Available

Commercial/Residential
~ FREE ESTIMATES ~

BashansPainting@earthlink.net

¢ FULLY INSURED

281-347-6702 )
281-731-3383 cell |

Copyright © 2016 Peel, Inc.

Canyon Gate at Northpointe - November 2016 3



CANYON GATE

WINTER PET SAFETY

We love our pets, so keeping them safe in the wintertime should
be a top priority. See below for some friendly reminders detailing
how you can ensure your pet stays warm, happy and out of harm’s
way even on the dreariest of winter days.

Beware of sidewalk salt and de-icer. Pets’ paws are extremely
sensitive, so prolonged exposure to sidewalk salt can be problematic.
If you walk your dog regularly in areas where sidewalk salt is used
during inclement weather, wipe the underside of paws with warm
water and a clean towel when you go back inside. Doing so also
eliminates risk of ingestion if your pup licks its paws often. Keep an
eye on your pet’s toe pads for severe dryness, cracking or bleeding.

Bring pets indoors. Just as in summer months when temperatures
reach extreme highs, pets should be brought inside during
extreme wintertime lows. This applies for daytime and nighttime
temperatures, so check your local weather daily and limit your pup’s

outside time if the forecast is looking chilly. And remember—if
you're uncomfortable with the outside air temperature, chances are
your pet is too.

Bundle them up! When pets do go outside during the cold winter
months, those with thinner fur coats may need extra warmth. Your
local pet store should have an assortment of extra layers for your
dog—even winter boots for pups who need extra paw protection
from the cold and ice. Only add layers if your pet can truly benefit.
If you're unsure, ask your veterinarian.

Keep your petactive and out of trouble. During inclement weather
when you can’t make it outside with your pup, set aside some extra
time during the day to make sure they have some exercise—even 15
minutes of playtime helps. Paying attention to your pup keeps them
engaged and happy, and ensures no bad behavior caused by boredom.

4 Canyon Gate at Northpointe - November 2016

Copyright © 2016 Peel, Inc.



CANYON GATE

Recipe provided by Sherry Watson. The original source

ove r n I h t is unknown (cut from an old magazine many years ago).
This recipe is unbelievably simple, but it makes a beautiful

presentation at the table.

1 pkg. frozen cloverleaf roll dough (about 25 rolls)
‘ Offee ‘ a ke 1 pkg. (four-serving size) vanilla pudding mix (not
instant)
Y2 cup brown sugar
I . pccans, chopped

1 stick butter, melted
Separate frozen roll dough into pieces (each cloverleaf
makes three pieces). Other rolls will work, but with larger
pieces of dough, use only 20; more may be too many for
your pan.
Combine dry pudding mix with brown sugar and

pecans.

Melt butter.

Place pieces of frozen roll dough in a well-buttered
Bundt pan. (Do not use angel food pan; butter leaks out!)
Pour melted butter over frozen dough and sprinkle with
pudding mixture.

Leave cake pan out overnight; the dough rises beautifully
by morning. Bake at 350 degrees for 30 minutes. Invert
on serving plate to serve. Sticky — but good!

1. LIST
2. SELL

Sound simple? It isn’t. Hire a professional.

Jacque Kendrick

Broker Associate,
Certified Residential Specialist

JacqueKendrick.com | 713.826.1097 | jkendrick@cbunited.com

SUCCESSFULLY SELLING HOMES IN OUR AREA SINCE 1982 ® (B s
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6 Steps to Resell Your
Designer items, DIY

Have you wondered what it takes to resell your upscale, designer
goods online? It’s an interesting question to ask ourselves at minimum
once a year. Either way, you know its time, when you start to feel the
itch to visit the fabulous Container Store in search for new space-
saving hangers, a handbag organizer, or even a new shoe stand.

Worse yet, your husband asks you to give him back his hangers.
You know...the ones you have been slowly sneaking out of his
microscopic section of the closet. Or he desperately begins to search
all over the house, again, for his favorite Chucks. You just don't have
the heart to tell him you threw them out three years ago. You want
to make it up to him with a designer brand, but you don’t have the
space or discretionary funds. It’s time to make some extra money
from cleaning out your closet.

Ok, so you've decided to give this project a try. How will you
actually make it happen, DIY-style? Here are 6 easy steps to get
motivated and more importantly: Execute!

Step 1: Scope Your Closet for “Resting” Designer Items

You and I know how much those cute Prada pumps cost you and
how much you loved them the two or three times you had an occasion
to wear them. They’re so gently used, they look new. It’s breaking
your heart to consider it (I know), but it’s been 5 years and they’re
“resting” quietly in their posh shoebox, in that remote corner of your
shoe stand, desperate for fresh air. Give them a lifeline; a new home.

And that's not your only item. You know where they are...
those designer handbags, shoes, sunglasses, scarves; items that sell
amazingly well on eBay or other online resellers. Millions of buyers
search eBay for items like yours, looking for designer bargains, every
hour, on the hour. And when I say “bargain,” I don’t mean cheap,
I mean a fairly reasonable resale value. Some nice change for those
organizers, your husband’s new shoes, or to donate to charity (maybe

all three).

Ok, so you have selected the items you want to sell, now what?

Step 2: Create a Personal eBay Seller Account

This step is fairly intuitive. eBay has a friendly user-interface and
tons of educational content, but I'll provide you a brief overview
to clarify some frequently asked questions (Ones that I also had).
Whatever you do, don’t fumble around with the numerous links on
eBay. Go straight to work:

Select the “Register” tab on eBay’s Home Page

Start with a personal account. Once you gain experience you may
consider opening a business account.

Think of a catchy nickname. This is especially important if you
might sell with certain frequency; I chose, Fashion Reloved, a suitable
name for the types of items I sell online. It’s worked out wonders
for me. Begin by listing a few fast-selling items maybe on the lower
priced end and just try to sell them. You'll go through the experience,
develop your proof of concept, and also secure customers, gain
positive feedback and attain ratings to show you are a responsible
seller.

Make sure you highlight your product’s best features with familiar
search terms in order to draw the most traffic: “NWT - New with
tags”, Prada, Worn once / 2 times, mention retail price. Sometimes
including the shipping in the price as in listing the item with free
shipping will attract more traffic to the item.

Now you are ready to post images and descriptions. You may be
asking yourself, “Ok, but from where, how, what do I say? Don't
worry. Read on, I've got it covered!

Step 3: Channel Your Inner Photographer

In the Resale World, Photography is King! Great images will sell
your product quickly, for top-dollar. Take very detailed photographs

(Continued on Page 7)
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(Continued from Page 6)

of your item. Depending on your commitment to reselling, I
recommend either investing in small photography studio items for
your home or renting space at a local photography studio (it can
be quite inexpensive). This will ensure controlled lighting, closeup
details, and overall quality. You'll also need a professional camera. If
you're going to sell only intermittently, an iPhone camera, may do.
Make sure you take images from different angles and be transparent
in showing any nicks or imperfections; honesty is always the best
sellers policy.

For example: if you are selling a handbag, you will need to take a
picture from each angle including its corners, the inside, the handles,
the closure, pockets and don't forget the bottom (it usually shows the
most wear). For clothing, it helps to have a mannequin or a friend,
willing to model the clothes. For a fun, outdoor photoshoot, the best
lighting is either after sunrise and right before sunset. Be creative
and resourceful. Look at your favorite Instagram images or Pintrest
pins as a way to spark ideas.

You don’t have to be professional photographer, but the key is in
the details. That is why the next step is very important.

Step 4: Paint a “Literal” Picture

Photography is must, but don’t skimp on the product description.
It’s very important to be as thorough as possible. You may want to
include information such as, when the item was purchased and where;
what comes with the item, such as an authenticity card, dust bag,
original packaging, accessories; and don't forget the measurements.
Take a little time to research websites that sell a similar designer item,
it will help you tremendously to write your descriptions. Generate
trust by being transparent; point out the good, the bad, and the ugly.
Buyers prefer brutal honesty.

Step 5: Ship with Love

Once the item sells and the payment is made, find a nice quality
box and package the item carefully, with appropriate cushioning or
bubble wrap to avoid damage during shipping. For items weighing
less than 16 ounces, the post office is the most efficient option to ship
and they have nice boxes, insurance, and tracking. On more valuable
items, Fedex or UPS will be the way to go. Make sure you pay for
adequate insurance. Depending on the item’s price tag, you may offer
free or discounted standard shipping for multiple items purchased.

Step 6: Skip Steps 2 - 5 and Go Directly to Boardwalk

You may be too busy to try reselling DYI-style, but there is a
shortcut that would save time, significantly: Contact a reseller. They
are professionally set up to take care of steps 2-5 for you. The strongest
pro is the time savings; the strongest con (maybe) is that you'll share
the proceeds with your reseller.

For this step, you'll want to do some research on online resellers:
check their reviews, credentials, and ask for references. Ask if they
have an independent website (it shows the sellers commitment and
inspires trust). Review their terms and conditions as well as their
contracts and how much they will pay you. Compare your top
candidates and make a selection.

Best Advise for Step 6: I recommend finding someone local to

personally meet and interview, especially for very high-end, high
price-tag products (LV, Hermes, Prada). If you are still doubtful or
undecided, try each reseller out with one of your lower-scale designer
items. There are trustworthy online resellers, especially ones with
some longevity, testimonials, and serious traction on eBay, so don’t
be scared to try.

There are other options, like big-box online resellers, but they
standardize their terms and may try to undercut your gains
significantly. And of course, brick-and-mortar secondhand or
consignment stores are great, but with their overhead costs, they’re
likely be bound to offering you a lower cash payout and may not
even be willing to take your item. This most often occurs with very
high-ticket items that may not sell fast enough, attract theft risks,
or constrain their cash flow.

Independent eBay resellers have more flexibility, lower theft risk,
and typically only work on consignment. They can sometimes offer
as high as 70% of the consignment selling price; granted, they may
take a bit longer to sell your item, but they will personally work to
sell it for top dollar. You'll additionally benefit from having face-
to-face contact, have someone reliable to confidently refer to your
friends and someone to count on in the future...For the next time
you clean out your closet (or your husband’s ;-)!

Magdalena Silva, Author
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Down the Drain

Washing your car may
seem like a great way to
beat the heat this summer
while accomplishing
something constructive
on your to-do list. But
you might want to
think twice about the
environmental impact
before you park your car
in the driveway and pull
out your bucket, hose
and old towels.

Even if you use a biodegradable cleaner, the soapy water that runs
off your car when you hose it down not only contains detergent, but
residue from automobile fluids like oil, gasoline and antifreeze. Each
time you rinse your car, the contaminated water flows untreated
directly into the stormwater system and eventually makes its way into
streams and rivers. And, as the water runs out of your driveway and
down the street toward the storm sewer, it also picks up other toxic

substances, like fertilizers, petroleum deposits and surface paint from
the pavement. Parking your car on a grassy area while you wash it may
help some, but the toxins will end up in the groundwater eventually.

As an alternative, consider using a commercial carwash facility.
Whether a conveyor type, self-service, in-bay automatic or custom
hand-wash business, these establishments are required by the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to capture and route their
wastewater to a treatment facility before the water can be discharged
into the sanitary sewer.

Toxic residues aren't the only reason to take your car to a commercial
car wash. Rinsing your car at home with a garden hose can use as
much as 10 to 15 gallons of water per minute, while professional
car wash facilities can limit the water flow to as little as three to five
gallons per minute. If you spend an hour in your driveway washing
your car, you may have sent as much as 150 gallons of contaminated
water directly down the drain. This is especially important in long
summer dry spells.

So help the environment and save time this summer: leave car
washing to the professionals.

cdéessén

NOW

HIRING

Advertising Sales
Representatlve

Description: The position includes marketing our community
newsletters to local and area businesses. It is a flexible position
that allows you to work from home and set your own hours.

Roles: Stimulate new advertising accounts in our community
newsletters. Maintain current accounts assigned to you by
Sales Manager. Service your accounts by assisting them from
ad design to final proof approval.

Skills: Excellent communication through email and phone, with
high level presentation and relationship-building skills. Strong
prospecting and business development skills are a must. Previous
sales experience preferred but not required.

PEEL, INC.

Benefits: Commission Based
Apply by sending resume to jobs@peelinc.com
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Hurricane Preparedness for Your Pets

Don't forget to include your pets in your
hurricane preparedness and evacuation plan.

Storms can be scary for your animals, especially
if they are moved out of their usual familiar
environment.

Be sure to have their crate or carrying case ready
along with extra bedding and toys. Bring along
at least four days worth of food with dishes
and one week of medications. Investigate pet
friendly hotels or motels ahead of time to be
sure they allow pets and do not have a number
limic.

In addition, if you are not planning to leave
your home and have the space, you might
consider fostering one or two animals that may
have nowhere to go during the storm period. After
all, they ARE a part of the family.

Nov 3 - 6 ¢ International QUilt FeStival ........cccoeiiriiiiiee e Quilts.com
Nov 5 ¢ 5" Annual Houston Margarita Festival ............cccoccoviiiiiinnnnne. HoustonMargaritaFest.com
Nov 10 - 13 # 36" Annual Houston Ballet Nutcracker Market ... NutcrackerMarket.com
Nov 10 -17 ¢ Annual Houston Cinema Arts Festival...........ccoceoeniniicnenine. CinemaArtSociety.org
Nov 11 - 12 ¢ Bay Area Nutcracker Market ............ccoceeiieninienieenec e HoustonAreaShow.com

Nov 12 - 13 # 21%t Annual Children’s Festival, The Woodlands... ...WoodlandsCenter.org
Nov 12 - 13 ¢ 27" Annual Texas Championship Native American Pow Wow........ TradersVillage.com

Nov 12 - Jan 8 + 15" Festival of Lights, Moody Gardens.............ccccoerverveninennen. MoodyGardens.org
Nov 13 ¢ 21t Annual Children’s Festival ..........ccccovvieiiiiniiiceneeceee, WoodlandsCenter.org
REALTORS® Nov 18 - 20 ¢ Jr League Holiday Market, The Woodlands.............c.cccocvrrnrnnne. JLTheWoodlands.org
832.444.5652 Nov 18 - 20 + Holiday Chr|s:tmas Qlft I\{Iarket, Katy TX............ HomeForTheHoIldaysGlﬂl\;larket..com
. - *

Velvet.Harris@GaryGreene.com Nov 18 - Jan 14 Hou.ston Z?o Lights ..o Houston?oo.org Zoolights
www.VelvetsellsNorthwestHouston.com Nov 19 & 20 ¢ 2016 ViaColoriHOuStoN ..........ccccevviiiiiiiiiiiiins CenterHearingAndSpeech.org
Nov 24 + 67" Annual HEB Thanksgiving Day Parade............... HoustonTx.gov/ThanksgivingParade
B I I Nov 24 ¢ Uptown Holiday Tree Lighting Ceremony ...........ccceceiiiiiiicienennne Uptown-Houston.com
c I GARY Nov 29 ¢ Conroe Downtown Christmas Tree Lighting .........cccccvvveciiininiciinine CityOfConroe.org

@ Homes ; o . _ _
(] and Gardens. G R E E N E Dec 2 ¢ 97" Annual Mayor’s Holiday Celebration & Tree Lighting ........ HoustonTx.gov/MayorsHoliday
REAL ESTATE Dec 2 - 4 + Dickens on the Strand, Galveston ...................... Galveston.com/DickensOnTheStrand
2016 BeterHomes and Gardens RealEtate LLC, Bete Homes and Gardess 2 Dec 10 * 55" Annual Christmas Boat Lane Parade, Clear Lake ....................... ClearLakeArea.com
B A Dec 10 ¢ Conroe Christmas Celebration ..................ccoeeeeueeeeesreeeessneeeessneee CityOfConroe.org
e e Dec 10 - 11 ¢ Annual Candlelight Tour in the Park .........c.ccccoveeriniennsnninnne HeritageSociety.com
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Crickets

Field crickets are a common sight around homes in late summer
into autumn. These insects are about 1”7 long when fully grown.
Crickets are dark brown to black with large hind legs used for
jumping. They also have two cerci, or appendages that come off
the tip of the abdomen. Female crickets have a large sword-like
structure, the ovipositor, protruding from the tip of the abdomen.
The ovipositor is used to deposit eggs into soil.

Crickets feed on plant material as well as other insects. They are
able to cause damage to seedlings and sometimes large populations
can be destructive. Large masses of dead crickets around doorways
or other areas can be distasteful to view and cause a foul odor.

Field crickets are primarily outdoor insects, but may occasionally
venture indoors. When crickets do come indoors, they may bother
residents with their chirping. Males chirp to attract a mate creating
the sound by rubbing their forewings together.

Cricket management is more easily accomplished in the summer
when nymphs, who cannot fly, are present. Unfortunately, this usually
isn’t when large populations of crickets are discovered.

Before turning to pesticides to manage your cricket problems, try
these ideas:

* Turn off outside lights at night or use bulbs that are less attractive

to insects
e Seal cracks & crevices where insects can enter with sealant
¢ Remove debris stacked near the structure
* Keep lawn & surrounding areas mowed
* Stuff weep holes with copper mesh

For more information or help with identification, contact Wizzie
Brown, Texas Agrilife Extension Service Program Specialist at
512.854.9600. Check out my blog at http://www.urban-ipm.
blogspot.com

The information given herein is for educational purposes only.
Reference to commercial products or trade names is made with
the understanding that no discrimination is intended and no
endorsement by Texas A&M Agril ife Extension Service or the Texas
A&M Agril ife Research is implied.

The Texas A&M Agril ife Extension Service provides equal access
in its programs, activities, education and employment, without regard
to race, color, sex, religion, national origin, disability, age, genetic
information, veteran status, sexual orientation or gender identity.

Brilliant Energy Texas OUC #10140

BRILLIANT

ENERGY

Easy Online Sign-Up at
BrilliantElectricity.com

USE “NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER”” AS REFERRAL

BRILLIANT ENERGY = SERIOUSLY LOW RATES
BRILLIANT ENERGY'S ELECTRICITY RATES CHALLENGE

THE RATES OF EVERY OTHER PROVIDER IN TEXAS!

LOCK-IN A LOW ELECTRICITY RATE FOR
UP TO 3 YEARS

BRILLIANT ENERGY IS RECOMMENDED BY TEXAS ENERGY
ANALYST, ALAN LAMMEY THE HOST OF THE “ENERGY
WEEK” RADIO SHOW ON NEWSTALK 1070 KNTH!

Ask the “Energy Analyst”
281.658.0395

GREAT BUSINESS RATES TOO!

WIRED

ELECTRICAL SERVICES
SERVICING ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS

* Panel Upgrades

* Home Inspections

« TV Install/Mounting

* Troubleshooting

* Remodeling

* Landscaping Lighting
* Home Generators

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL ~ 24-7 SERVICE g 'li:t'l‘
LICENSED & INSURED

 Take $25.00 Off Your |

Next Service Call

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED

713.467.1125 or 281.897.0001
wile www.WiredES.com

TECL 22809 Master 100394

10 Canyon Gate at Northpointe - November 2016

Copyright © 2016 Peel, Inc.



CANYON GATE

Social Medla Safety

Social media has many benefits—it allows you to maintain
connections with friends, make new contacts, build support
networks, express yourself and share your interests. However,
information should be shared with caution to protect yourself and
your family. Here are seven top tips for social media safety:

1. Your personal information should be just thac—personal. As
hackers become more and more sophisticated, identity theft becomes
a greater risk. And while it may be tempting to post pictures of your
fabulous vacation, bear in mind that youre also letting others know
you're away from home—making you vulnerable to a break in.

2. Use privacy and security settings to limit who can see what
you share online. You wouldn’t give details of your private life to
complete strangers in person, so don’t do it online either.

3. Remember that what you post online will stay online, so
consider the long-term consequences. Could your social media
presence prevent you from securing a job in the future? Would you
want your coworkers to see this side of you?

4. Let your social network know your boundaries. For example,
if you dont want images of yourself or your children posted online,
let your friends and family members know.

Know what to do if someone is making you feel unsafe
onhne. Some steps you can take include blocking the offender,
reporting the person to the site administrator and removing him or
her from your friends list.

6. Social media doesn’t just spread information, it can also
spread viruses and other risks to your computer. Defend your system
by using the latest security software and web browser and installing
updates regularly.

7. Protect your social media accounts by using password best
practices. Long combinations of letters, numbers and symbols are
the most secure, and separate passwords should be used for each
account.

Copyright © 2016 Peel, Inc.
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