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Neighbor Spotlight
By Samantha Obas

For most of the year,
long time Cypress Mill
residents Joe and Sue Potak
may look like an average
couple living in the area,
but when fall arrives, they
are local celebrities. Their
home has become a staple
feature for Halloween all
due to Joe’s talented skills
in constructing unique,
out of this world structures
right on his front lawn.
In an interview in their
peaceful home where Joe’s
work is featured in other
small scale structures like
Sue’s flowerpot stand and a birdbath, Sue and Joe are all smiles about
their good fortune.
“If he doesn’t start building at a certain time people ask what’s
going on,” says Sue, a registered nurse. “The whole community loves
it and they come by a lot.”
So much so in fact that, Joe’s colorful, architectural and slow-yourcar-down-to-take-a-better-look structures have drawn roughly “a
thousand children” to their home each year. Passerby and visitors have
been witness to Joe’s edifices of Frankenstein, a haunted pirate ship, a
cemetery, the minions, a spaceship and full size gravestones to name
a few. According to the Potaks many of the neighborhood children
enjoyed taking turns on the haunted pirate ship built last year.
“The neighbors say he’s the Santa Claus of Halloween,” Sue shares.
Halloween is, in fact, Sue’s favorite time of the year since her
birthday falls on the 28th.
“I love Halloween!” she says emphatically. “I wish [my birthday]
was on Halloween.”
Each year Joe and Sue begin the process of building without telling
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anyone what the structure will be, not even close relatives. He lays
the groundwork and leaves clues on Facebook, but of course not
much can be gathered from a few pieces of constructed wood on
the ground. But everyone is left to guess.
The couple who hails from a small town in Pennsylvania has been
living in Cypress Mill for 11 years and will forever call it home.
“We love it. It’s close to everything. We’re not leaving,” Sue muses.
Joe works as a construction worker for a local company and was
part of the crew that built the first Sonic drive-in fast food restaurant
on 290.
“That was built before anything else was around,” she says.
And what exactly inspires the construction genius to build every
year?
“We do it for the kids,” says Joe.
Joe’s ideas for structures are from pictures, what’s considered “in”
(remember those miniature Minions?) or “of his own blueprint.” This
year’s structure, inspired from a real witch’s house in Beverly Hills,
California, is arguably another masterpiece. Be sure to check it out
and slow down to watch the progress!
(Continued on Page 4)

Cypress Mill Chronicle - November 2016 1

CYPRESS MILL
Important Numbers
Robison Elementary............................................281-213-1700
Spillane Middle School........................................281-213-1645
Cy-Fair High School...........................................281-897-4600
Cy-Woods High School.......................................281-213-1919
Constable Ron Hickman, (24 Hour Emergency).281-376-3472
Centerpoint Energy Gas......................................713-659-2111
Centerpoint Emergency Gas Leaks..................... 713-659-3552
CenterPoint Energy.............................................713-207-2222
Poison Control Center........................................800-764-7661
Cypress Mill M.U.D. #1.....................................281-374-8989
AT&T Repair Center..........................................800-246-8464
Street Light Outages............................................713-207-2222
Comcast Cable....................................................713-341-1000
Waste Corporation of America Recycling........... 281-368-8397
Principal Management........................................713-329-7100

Cypress Mill Residents
Say Hello to the Fall
Orange, of course, was the featured color in the Cypress Mill
community as residents ushered in the fall festive holidays with
pumpkins, goblins, skeletons, creepy creatures and other interesting
structures. Take a look at what was around “the Mill.”

Pipeline Company.............................................281-925-3816
Mowing of Pipeline easement; Standing water; Smells or leaks

Street Lights – Center Point Energy...................713-207-2222
Damaged or Burned Out Street Lights
**They will need 6-digit pole number when calling**
Harris County Road and Bridge.......................281-463-6300
To request street signs and to report street damage, curb damage,
street flooding, or missing/damaged street signs.
Newsletter Publisher
Contributing Editor...................................... Samantha Y. Obas
Articles................................................... cypressmill@peelinc.com
Peel, Inc.....................advertising@PEELinc.com, 888-687-6444

Newsletter Deadline
The deadline for the newsletters is the 9th of each month.
Please email articles to: cypressmill@peelinc.com

Advertising Information

Please support the businesses that advertise in the Messenger.
Their advertising dollars make it possible for all Cypress Mill
residents to receive the monthly newsletter at no charge. No
homeowners association funds are used to produce or mail
the newsletters. If you would like to support the newsletter by
advertising, please contact Peel, Inc. Sales Office at 888-6876444, advertising@PEELinc.com
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Sweeney Todd: The Demon
Barber of Fleet Street:

School Edition
Music & Lyrics by Stephen Sondheim
Book by Hugh Wheeler
Based on adaptation by Christopher Bond
Thursday, November 17th 7:00 PM
Friday, November 18th 7:00 PM
Saturday, November 19th 2:00 PM & 7:00 PM
Location: Cypress Woods High School Auditorium
Run Time: Approximately 120 Minutes with 1 Intermission
Rated: PG-13
**Content may not be appropriate for young, or immature
audience members.**
An infamous tale, Sweeney Todd, an unjustly exiled barber, returns
to 19th century London seeking vengeance against the lecherous
judge who framed him and ravaged his young wife. The road to
revenge leads Todd to Mrs. Lovett, a resourceful proprietress of a
failing pie shop, above which he opens a new barber practice. Mrs.
Lovett's luck sharply shifts when Todd's thirst for blood inspires the
integration of an ingredient into her meat pies that has the people of
London lining up, and the carnage has only just begun!
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(Continued from Cover)

NEIGHBOR SPOTLIGHT
JOE AND SUE POTAK

(Continued on Page 5)

TRUSTED

CARE FROM TRUSTED NEIGHBORS

24-hr ER
Primary Care

Providing the full spectrum of care.
Appointments available
Monday - Saturday, 7 a.m. - 7 p.m.
24-hr ER, 7 days a week

Breast Care Center

Located at Highway 290 between Mueschke and Mason
27700 Northwest Freeway
Cypress, TX 77433

IMAGING SERVICES

Visit memorialhermann.org to book online
with ScheduleNow or call 713.222.CARE.

Sports Medicine & Rehab
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A Night in Bethlehem

Visit Bethlehem this season on
Saturday, December 3rd &
Sunday, December 4th
5:00-8:00 pm - The event is FREE!
Imagine what life was like during this miraculous time in history
as you visit the Spice Merchant, the Produce Market, sample the
wonderful treats at the Bakery and taste the savory soup at the
Soldier’s Tavern. Listen to the storyteller, and visit the shepherds, &
the Inn. Watch for the Roman soldiers. Listen for the Kings arrival at
the stable with gifts for Jesus as Mary & Joseph look on. Don’t miss
this living, interactive recreation of the original Christmas story. Join
us for free activities for the family including candle making, create a
clay pinch pot, sew a coin bag or play Bethlehem dress-up. Pet the
live animals and enjoy cookies, hot cider and coffee.
Messiah Lutheran Church is a grace place, a congregation of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). Messiah is located
at 11522 Telge Road, ½ mile north of Highway 290. Regular Sunday
worship times are: 8 am—Traditions; 9:30 am—The Gathering;
and 10:45 am—The Crossing. The Discovery (education) Hour is
9:15-10:15 AM on Sundays. For more information, 281-890-3013
or www.messiahlc.org. All people are welcome at Messiah.
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Albion Hurricanes FC
Soccer Spring Evaluations
December 2016

Albion Hurricanes FC (AHFC), established in 1989, is leading
the way in South Texas youth soccer by inspiring and developing
young men and women through world class coaching and innovative
techniques, as well as instilling the proper framework, self-esteem,
confidence and sportsmanship within our athletes.
AHFC has multiple campuses in and around Houston. The club
invites all interested players from the ages of 7 to 18, to the Player
Evaluations and to become part of our success. We ask that all
interested players pre-register before coming out to the fields. Please
visit albionhurricanes.org for details about your particular campus.
AHFC offers JHSL (a recreational program for 5 - 10 year olds)
at our Cy Fair and Central locations and offers additional training
at Katy Friday Night Academy and New Territory Thusday NIght
Academy. Questions

Cypress Texas Tea Party

The next meetings of the Cypress Texas Tea Party will be on:
Saturday, November 19, 2016 NOON - 2:00 PM
- R. Jack Cagle, County Commissioner, Precinct 4
- Carl Javis, Republican Precinct Chairman and Author, "The
United States of Dysfunction"
Saturday, December 10, 2016 NOON - 2:00 PM
- To be determined
The Cypress Texas Tea Party meets every three weeks on Saturday
Noon until 2:00 PM at:
Spring Creek BBQ
25831 Northwest Freeway
Cypress, Texas 77429
Map: http://goo.gl/maps/OoNjY
A schedule of our meetings and confirmed speakers can be found
at the website, www.cypresstexasteaparty.org

NOW
HIRING
Advertising Sales
Representative

Description: The position includes marketing our community
newsletters to local and area businesses. It is a flexible position
that allows you to work from home and set your own hours.
Roles: Stimulate new advertising accounts in our community
newsletters. Maintain current accounts assigned to you by
Sales Manager. Service your accounts by assisting them from
ad design to final proof approval.
Skills: Excellent communication through email and phone, with
high level presentation and relationship-building skills. Strong
prospecting and business development skills are a must. Previous
sales experience preferred but not required.
Benefits: Commission Based
Apply by sending resume to jobs@peelinc.com
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Call today for more info

512.263.9181
QualityPrintingOfAustin.com
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Hockley Community Center Presents Special Events
In addition to regularly scheduled activities – knitting, crocheting,
quilting, oil painting, yoga, stretching, exercise classes, cards and
dominoes – Harris County Precinct Three Commissioner Steve
Radack’s Hockley Community Center is now offering the following
upcoming events and activities:
Craft with Ms. Judy
Judy Keck offers after-school craft classes for children every second
Monday of the month from 5 p.m. until 6:30 p.m. Thanksgiving
Fun is on Nov. 14th and Holiday Wonders on Dec. 12th. Call (936)
931-5030 for more information and to register.
Lunchtime “Whodunit” Book Club
All curious minds are welcome to attend the “Whodunit” Book
Club on the second Tuesday of each month from 11:30 a.m. until
12:30 p.m. Stone Barrington: Dirt by Stuart Woods on Nov. 8th.
Please bring a sandwich or snack. The club is taking time off in
December to enjoy the holidays. Call (936) 931-5029 for more
information.
Anna’s Crafts
Anna Napolitano is starting a series of craft classes for families on
Mondays from 5 p.m. until 6:30 p.m. Beaded Bracelets (12 years
and up) is on Oct. 17th, Gratitude Jars (6 years and up) Nov. 21st
and Sugar Scrubs (6 years and up) Dec. 19th. Please call (936) 9315030 for details and to register.
History Discussion Group
A new discussion group is uncovering history using books,
magazines and movies on Oct. 27th, Nov. 17th and Dec. 29th from
1:30 p.m. until 3:30 p.m. All are invited to join and decide which
topics to talk about during future meetings. Call (936) 931-5030
to register.
AARP Smart Driver Course
On Oct. 31st from 9 a.m. until 1:30 p.m. instructor David Graham
offers the AARP Smart Driver Course, which may be used by seniors
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in applying for a discount in automobile insurance. Call (936) 9315030 for more information and to register.
Hockley Support Group
A support group offers an effective way of dealing with concerns,
stress, hardship and pain. The Hockley Support Group is an open
group that will meet Oct. 31st, Nov. 14th and Dec. 19th from 10
a.m. until 11:30 a.m. Call (936) 931-5030 for more information.
Sign-up is not required.
Coloring for Adults
Bring your colored pencils or fine-tip markers and enjoy coloring
intricate adult designs in the company of others on Oct. 31st, Nov.
14th and Dec.19th from 11:30 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. Call (936)
931-5029 for details. Sign-up is requested.
Edgar Allan Poe Halloween Readings
The Halloween spirit will permeate the center when we get together
to enjoy some creepy, spine shivering Edgar Allan Poe readings. Dress
up and bring Halloween treats, if you like, on Oct. 31st from 2 p.m.
until 3 p.m. Call (936) 931-5029 for details. Sign-up is requested.
Beginning Genealogy
Volunteer instructor Pat Jameson is offering introduction o
genealogy classes on Oct. 13th, Nov. 10th and Dec. 8th from 11
a.m. until 1 p.m. Registration is requested. Call (936) 931-5029 for
more information.
Senior Bus Trip to Woodville
Come along to Woodville’s Heritage Village – a living museum of
pioneer history – on Nov. 3rd. Lunch is at Pickett House before the
bus takes you to Governor Allan Shivers Museum and the Big Thicket
National Preserve. The cost is $18 including lunch. Registration is
required. Please stop by or call (936) 931-5029.

(Continued on Page 8)
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Senior Bus Trip to Houston International Quilt Festival
Join other lovers of quilts and crafts on Nov. 4th for a trip to the
largest quilt show in the world. Tickets may be purchased on your
own or Tara Webb has offered to order tickets. Deadline to turn in
order is Oct. 21st. The cost for a pre-ordered ticket is $9. Lunch is
on your own. Registration is required. Please stop by or call (936)
931-5029.
Child and Adult Protective Services
CPS and APS play important roles in helping individuals and
families. Harris County Assistant County Attorney Tiffany Reedy will
present on this topic on Nov. 21st from 10:30 a.m. until 11:30 a.m.
Registration is requested. Call (936) 931-5029 for more information.
Pine Cone Christmas Trees
Do you want a little Christmas spirit to give as a gift or liven up
your home? Join us as we make miniature trees from pine cones on
Dec. 1st from 10:30 a.m. until 12 p.m. Call (936) 931-5030 for
details and to register.
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Share & Sample: Cookie Exchange
Bring your favorite cookies and be prepared to share the recipe on
Dec. 5th from 2 p.m. until 3 p.m. Call (936) 931-5030 for more
information and to register.
Special note:
The Hockley Community Center is closed on Nov. 24th, 25th
and 26th.
****
Advance registration for special activities is typically requested.
An adult must accompany and remain with anyone under the age
of 18 visiting the center. The Hockley Community Center is part
of the Harris County Precinct Three Recreation Complex at 28515
Old Washington Road in Hockley. A calendar of events is available
at the Harris County Precinct Three website at www.pct3.com. For
more information, call (936) 931-5030.
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Northwest Harris
County Aggie Mom’s Club
www.nwhcaggiemoms.org
Come join us, on Tuesday, November 8, 2016 at
6:30 pm. at the Houston Distributing Company, 7100
High Life Drive, Houston, Texas 77066. This fun-filled
Aggie evening is a great way to meet other Aggie
Moms, find out about upcoming events, and enter
for a chance to win a door prize! Or a book award
for your Aggie! Enjoy light refreshments and listen
to our speaker that evening, Maggie Gartner, Ph.
D., ABPP, Executive Director, Student Counseling
Services. We are looking forward to meeting all
Aggie Moms, whether of freshman Aggies, current
Aggie students or former Aggies. Whoop!
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Atascocita CIA
Blackhorse Ranch
Briar Hills
Bridgeland
Canyon Gate at Northpointe
Cardiff Ranch
Cypress Creek Lakes
Cypress Mill
Cypress Park
Eagle Springs
Fairfield
Grand Lake Estates
Lakeshore
Lakes of Fairhaven
Lakes of Rosehill
Lakes on Eldridge
Lakes on Eldridge North
Laurel Creek
Legends Ranch
Meyerland
Normandy Forest
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and many others...

North Lake Forest
Park Creek
Park Lakes
Riata Ranch
Shadow Creek Ranch
Silverlake
Steeplechase
Sterling Lakes
Stone Forest
Summerwood
Towne Lakes
Village Creek
Villages of Decker Oaks
Villages of NorthPointe
Walden on Lake Houston
Willowbridge
Willow Pointe
Winchester Country
Windermere Lakes
Woodwind Lakes
Wortham Villages

contact us today
foR adveRtising infoRmation

1-888-687-6444
www.PEELinc.com
advertising@PEELinc.com

Peel, Inc.
community newsletters
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The Award Winning Cy-Ranch Theatre Presents...
HELLO DOLLY!!!

November 10th - 13th
Purchase Tickets @
http://cyranchtheatre.
org/ Today!
HELLO, DOLLY! the
blockbuster Broadway
hit, bursts with humor,
romance, high-energy
dancing, and some of the
greatest songs in musical
theater history.

Brilliant Energy Texas OUC #10140

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

SERVICING ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS

Easy Online Sign-Up at

BrilliantElectricity.com
USE “NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER” AS REFERRAL

BRILLIANT ENERGY = SERIOUSLY LOW RATES
BRILLIANT ENERGY’S ELECTRICITY RATES CHALLENGE
THE RATES OF EVERY OTHER PROVIDER IN TEXAS!
LOCK-IN A LOW ELECTRICITY RATE FOR
UP TO 3 YEARS
BRILLIANT ENERGY IS RECOMMENDED BY TEXAS ENERGY
ANALYST, ALAN LAMMEY THE HOST OF THE “ENERGY
WEEK” RADIO SHOW ON NEWSTALK 1070 KNTH!
Ask the “Energy Analyst”

281.658.0395

GREAT BUSINESS RATES TOO!
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• Panel Upgrades
• Home Inspections
• TV Install/Mounting
• Troubleshooting
• Remodeling
• Landscaping Lighting
• Home Generators
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
LICENSED & INSURED

24-7 SERVICE

Take $25.00 Off Your
Next Service Call
FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED

713.467.1125 or 281.897.0001
www.WiredES.com
TECL 22809 Master 100394
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DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees.
Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted
by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content
with this publication. All warranties and representations made in the advertising
content are solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content
should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or
failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such
advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes,
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of
misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner,
except as limited to liabilities stated above.
The Cypress Mill Chronicle is a private publication published by Peel, Inc. It is not
sanctioned by any homeowners association or organization, nor is it subject to the
approval of any homeowners association or organization, nor is it intended, nor
implied to replace any publication that may be published by or on behalf of any
homeowners association or organization. At no time will any source be allowed to
use The Cypress Mill Chronicle contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway,
shape or form, nor in any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax,
or etc. for the purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political
campaigns, or other self amplification, under penalty of law without written or
expressed permission from Peel, Inc. The information in the newsletter is exclusively
for the private use of Peel, Inc.

BASHANS PAINTING
& HOME REPAIR
• Interior & Exterior Painting
• HardiPlank Replacement
• Sheetrock Repair
• Cabinet Painting
• Pressure Washing
• Fence Repair/Replacement
• Custom Staining
• Gutter Repair & Replacement
• Crown Molding

• Wallpaper Removal
• Wood Replacement
• Interior Carpentry
• Wallpaper Removal &
Texture
• Garage Floor Epoxy
• Roofing
• Faux Painting

NO MONEY UP FRONT

20 Years Experience • References Available

NOT AVAILABLE
ONLINE

Commercial/Residential
~ FREE ESTIMATES ~
BashansPainting@earthlink.net

u Fully INSuREd

281-347-6702
281-731-3383 cell
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SAVE THE DATE

10th Annual Pictures with Santa Children, Family and Pets
Saturday December 3, 2016 10am to 3pm
Sponsored by: RE/MAX Preferred Homes

LOCATION FOR PICTURES :
In the Bradford Creek Clubhouse at 16011 Fairfield Green Circle.
Vendors will be set up. There will be a silent auction with proceeds
going to Texas Children’s Hospital. Bring your camera or we will
take the picture for you. Also please bring a new, unwrapped
toy for our Toys for Tots drive.
281-373-4300
www.buyahomeincypress.com/pictureswithsanta
RE/MAX Preferred Homes
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