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LARGE LEAF DROP
Though this is slightly after the fact, I want to address the dual 

events this year that initiated the highest call rates I’ve had in a long 
time. Both last March and this August, we had an inordinate amount 
of rain. Within two weeks to over a month after the rain had ended, 
I received calls from the entire central Texas area about Live Oaks 
dropping the vast majority of their leaves. Often the trees could be 
right next to some others that did not drop any leaves, causing the 
property owners to be very concerned about the possibility that they 
had oak wilt. My standard practice when receiving calls about leaf 
drop when it occurs after rain, is to ask what the leaves look like 
and if possible request a photo of five or so “suspicious-looking” 
leaves. Live Oak leaves that drop on account of heavy rainfall have 
certain characteristics: mottling, speckling, blotching all of brown 
or yellow and occasionally black dots. Symptomatic oak wilt leaves 
on the other hand are very different (www.texasoakwilt.org/gallery/
oak-wilt-in-live-oaks/). 

This phenomenon is caused by an extended period of “field 
saturation”. All soil has macro and micro pores/spaces in it, whether 
it is sand or clay or silt. When all these pores fill up it with water 
– there is no air left in the soil. Tree roots actually need to breath – 
even the Bald Cypress trees in the swamp send up little breathing 
“apparatuses”, which we call “knees”. So a combination of not enough 
air in the soil, an excessive engorgement of water by the tree which 
causes swelling in stem - leaf attachment, and the general toxicity of 
excessive water in the system all play a part in the discoloring and 
abscission of the leaves by the tree which is an attempt to help itself. 
Excessive rain, though it may cause some of your Live Oaks to drop 
their leaves temporarily, rarely kills them unless it is standing water 
over entire root zone for two weeks or more. Generally, excessive 
Spring rains that cause leaf drop – new leaves will form within a 
couple of weeks after the leaf drop. Late Summer or fall rains – the 
tree may just go into a premature fall dormancy and wait for next 

Spring to fully leaf out. It is more of a curiosity than a health threat 
– be reassured.

Next month we will look into the largest tree pest most of us deal 
with - deer.

Questions or comments this article or previous articles have 
generated, may be directed to me at: kevin@arborcareandconsulting.
com
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EMERGENCY NUMBERS
EMERGENCY ................................................................... 911
Fire ...................................................................................... 911
Ambulance .......................................................................... 911
Sheriff – Non-Emergency ....................................512-974-5556
Hudson Bend Fire and EMS

SCHOOLS
 Canyon Creek Elementary ...............................512-428-2800
 Grisham Middle School ...................................512-428-2650
 Westwood High School ...................................512-464-4000

UTILITIES
Pedernales Electric ...............................................512-219-2602
Texas Gas Service
 Custom Service .............................................1-800-700-2443
 Emergencies .....................................................512-370-8609
 Call Before You Dig ........................................ 512-472-2822
AT&T
 New Service ..................................................1-800-464-7928
 Repair ...........................................................1-800-246-8464
 Billing ...........................................................1-800-858-7928
Time Warner Cable
 Customer Service .............................................512-485-5555
 Repairs.............................................................512-485-5080

OTHER NUMBERS
Balcones Postal Office .........................................512-331-9802

NEWSLETTER PUBLISHER
Peel, Inc. .............................................................512-263-9181
Article Submissions ...........................canyoncreek@peelinc.com
Advertising ....................................... advertising@PEELinc.com

IMPORTANT NUMBERS

ADVERTISING INFO
Please support the businesses that advertise in the Canyon 

Chronicle. Their advertising dollars make it possible for all 
Canyon Creek residents to receive the monthly newsletter 
at no charge.  If you would like to support the newsletter by 
advertising, please contact our sales office at 512-263-9181 or 
advertising@peelinc.com. The advertising deadline is the 9th 
of each month for the following month's newsletter.

DON'T WANT TO WAIT 
FOR THE MAIL?

View the current issue of The Canyon Chronicle on
the 1st day of each month at www.peelinc.com

West Austin Chamber of 
Commerce November 

Luncheon
West Austin Chamber 

o f  C o m m e r c e  w i l l 
welcome the new Leander 
Independent School 
District Superintendent, 
Dr. Dan Troxell, at the 
November Luncheon. 
Dr. Troxell comes to 
LISD from Kerrville 
ISD, where he served as 
Superintendent for 14 
years. Please join us in 
welcoming him to our 
community. Membership 
is not a requirement to 
come to the luncheon 
but you’ll want to register 
online to ensure your seat 
and receive early-bird 
discount pricing!

•	 Thursday,	November	17,	2016
•	 Time:	11:30	a.m.	to	1p.m.	
•	 At	River	Place	Country	Club,	4207	River	Place	Boulevard
For details and to register go to the West Austin Chamber of 

Commerce Web site www.westaustinchamber.com. While you are 
at the Chamber’s Web site be sure to check out the other networking 
activities offered by the Chamber, including the monthly Happy 
Hour and monthly Breakfast Club networking meetings at Black 
Walnut Cafe.

With over 135 members and growing, the West Austin Chamber 
of Commerce brings businesses together along Highway 620 from 
Hudson Bend and Mansfield Dam to Anderson Mill, and along 
Ranch Road 2222 from Jester to Volente, to support business growth 
in the community. For more information about upcoming events visit 
www.westaustinchamber.org or call (512) 551-0390. Membership 
inquiries may also be sent directly to Linda@westaustinchamber.com.
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1.   ARC Anderson Mill
 10401 Anderson Mill Rd
 Suite 110B
 Austin, TX 78750

2.  ARC Wilson Parke
 11714 Wilson Parke Ave 
 Suite 150 
 Austin, TX 78726

ARC After Hours Clinic

near Canyon Creek

ARCappointments.com

or call 737-247-7200

Same-Day & After Hours
We’re here for you

#CompassionUp Challenge
For this month let’s see how many acts of kindness we can share 

via social media. Use Twitter, Facebook, Google+, or Instagram. 
Discover kindness in yourself, your family, your community, and 

your world! 
When you post to social media:
1. Provide a short description of the act of kindness
2. Be sure to add #compassionup to your post; and,
3. Include the name of your neighborhood.
We’ll let you know how we do!

512.263.9181
Call today for more info

QualityPrintingOfAustin.com
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Description: The position includes marketing our community 
newsletters to local and area businesses. It is a flexible position 
that allows you to work from home and set your own hours.

Roles: Stimulate new advertising accounts in our community 
newsletters. Maintain current accounts assigned to you by 
Sales Manager. Service your accounts by assisting them from 
ad design to final proof approval.

Skills: Excellent communication through email and phone, with 
high level presentation and relationship-building skills. Strong 
prospecting and business development skills are a must. Previous 
sales experience preferred but not required.

Benefits: Commission Based 
Apply by sending resume to jobs@peelinc.com

NOW 
HIRING

Advertising Sales 
Representative

Call today to find out 
how you can contribute 

to your newsletter!
512.263.9181

Recipe provided by Sherry Watson. The original source 
is unknown (cut from an old magazine many years ago). 
This recipe is unbelievably simple, but it makes a beautiful 
presentation at the table.

1 pkg. frozen cloverleaf roll dough (about 25 rolls)
1 pkg. (four-serving size) vanilla pudding mix (not 

instant)
½ cup brown sugar
½ cup pecans, chopped
1 stick butter, melted
Separate frozen roll dough into pieces (each cloverleaf 

makes three pieces). Other rolls will work, but with larger 
pieces of dough, use only 20; more may be too many for 
your pan.

 Combine dry pudding mix with brown sugar and 
pecans.

 Melt butter.
 Place pieces of frozen roll dough in a well-buttered 

Bundt pan. (Do not use angel food pan; butter leaks out!) 
Pour melted butter over frozen dough and sprinkle with 
pudding mixture.

 Leave cake pan out overnight; the dough rises beautifully 
by morning. Bake at 350 degrees for 30 minutes. Invert 
on serving plate to serve. Sticky – but good!

Overnight 
Coffee Cake
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NatureWatch
Hardy Brushfoots

by Jim and Lynne Weber

Fall and winter are hardly a notable time for watching butterflies, 
except for those in the Nymphalidae family known as the brush-
footed or brushfoots. Most of these species are medium-sized to fairly 
large butterflies that hold their wings flat when resting and have a 
reduced pair of forelegs. This group is also commonly called four-
footed butterflies, because they are known to stand on only four legs 
while the reduced pair are held up against their mid-section or thorax. 

In some species, these shorter forelegs also have a brush-like set 
of soft hairs called setae, and it is unclear why these forelegs have 
become vestigial, or appearing to lose most of their ancestral function. 
One theory is that these forelegs may be used to amplify the sense 
of smell (yes, many butterflies ‘taste’ with their feet), while others 
believe they are used to improve signaling and communication 
between individuals of the same species, while standing on the other 
four. The latter seems to be the leading theory so far, as that ability 
would prove most useful in terms of reproduction and the continuing 
overall health of the species.

More remarkably, brushfoots are experts at overwintering, or 
the process by which they pass through or wait out the winter 
season. While many insects overwinter as eggs or pupae, brushfoots 
overwinter as adult butterflies. They take cover in places such as 
building crevices, under loose bark, or beneath fallen leaves or other 
plant matter. These places shield the brushfoots from the adverse 
conditions of winter, and their activity ceases until conditions 
become more favorable. On the occasional warm winter day in 
Central Texas, these butterflies often emerge to bask in the sun and 
feed on various nutritional sources such as tree sap, rotting fruit, or 
animal scat. While many brushfoots are brightly colored on their 
uppersides, their undersides are largely dull and cryptic, mimicking 
dead leaves and bark, offering them additional protection in their 
chosen overwintering sites.

Examples of the most frequently encountered and easily 
recognizable brushfoots in our area include the Question Mark 
(Polygonia interrogationis), Red Admiral (Vanessa atalanta), and 
Common Buckeye (Junonia coenia). The Question Mark is fairly 
common in woodland openings, and is recognized by its deep orange 
wings spotted with brown and angled sharply at the edges. Its cryptic 
underside is textured brown, resembling a dead leaf, and its hind 
wing is ‘punctuated’ by a curved silver line and dot, which gives it 
its common name. Red Admirals are almost unmistakable, dark 
above with bright orange-red slashes and white dots on the outer 
part of the forewings, but exquisitely colored in mostly browns and 
blues below. The Common Buckeye prefers open habitats, and can 

be identified by its overall golden brown color above, interrupted 
by large and striking multicolored eyespots.

The next time the weather is sunny and warmer, make a point to 
go outside and take a walk in the woods, a field or your garden, and 
see if you can find some of these hardy brushfoots!

Send your nature-related questions to naturewatch@austin.rr.com and 
we’ll do our best to answer them. If you enjoy reading these articles, check 
out our book, Nature Watch Austin (published by Texas A&M University 
Press), and our blog at naturewatchaustin.blogspot.com.

Top: Question Mark
Bottom: Common Buckeye
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www.PEELinc.com
advertising@PEELinc.com

•	 Avery	Ranch
•	 Bee	Cave
•	 Bella	Vista
•	 Belterra
•	 Canyon	Creek
•	 Cat	Mountain	Villas
•	 Circle	C	Ranch
•	 Courtyard
•	 Forest	Creek
•	 Highland	Park	West	Balcones
•	 Jester	Estates
•	 Ladera
•	 Lakeway
•	 Legend	Oaks	II
•	 Long	Canyon
•	 Meridian

Reaching youR neighboRs
contact us today

foR adveRtising infoRmation
512-263-9181

and many others...

Peel, Inc.
community newsletters

•	 Northwest	Austin	Civic	Association
•	 Paloma	Lake
•	 Parkside	at	Mayfield	Ranch
•	 Plum	Creek
•	 River	Place
•	 Rocky	Creek
•	 Sendera
•	 Steiner	Ranch
•	 Sweetwater
•	 Tarrytown
•	 Teravista
•	 Travis	Country	West
•	 Twin	Creeks
•	 Villages	of 	Westen	Oaks
•	 West	Lake	Hills

Personal classifieds (one time sell items, such as a used bike...) 
run at no charge to Canyon Creek residents, limit 30 words, 
please e-mail advertising@peelinc.com

CLASSIFIEDS
Business classifieds (offering a service or product line for profit) 
are $50, limit 40 words, please contact Peel, Inc. Sales Office 
@ 512-263-9181 or advertising@PEELinc.com.



Copyright © 2016 Peel, Inc.  Canyon Chronicle - November 2016     7

CANYON CHRONICLE

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. Peel, 
Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted by 
others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content with 
this publication. All warranties and representations made in the advertising content 
are solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content should be 
taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or failure 
to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher 
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes, 
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of 
misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other 
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, 
except as limited to liabilities stated above.

The Canyon Chronicle is a private publication published by Peel, Inc. It is not 
sanctioned by any homeowners association or organization, nor is it subject to the 
approval of any homeowners association or organization, nor is it intended, nor 
implied to replace any publication that may be published by or on behalf of any 
homeowners association or organization. At no time will any source be allowed to 
use the Canyon Chronicle Newsletter contents, or loan said contents, to others in 
anyway, shape or form, nor in any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic 
copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for 
profit, political campaigns, or other self amplification, under penalty of law without 
written or expressed permission from Peel, Inc. The information in the newsletter is 
exclusively for the private use of Peel, Inc.

House Sitting & Pet Sitting
call “Mr Mike”

Crossing Guards Mr. Mike and Buddy

Leaving town? Your Canyon Creek Elementary School Crossing 
Guard, “Mr. Mike” Foley, will feed, walk and entertain your pets. While 
you are away I can handle all your home monitoring needs including 

mail collection, watering plants, trash disposal and recycling.

Call today for rateS:
References upon request

512.968.6981
foleycare@att.net

NOT AVAILABLE ONLINE

Purchase or Refinance
Home Equity
Home Improvement

Apply Today — rbfcu.org
1-800-580-3300512-833-3300

Certain restrictions may apply. Loans subject to credit approval. 
Mortgage loans are available only on property in Texas. NMLS# 583215. 

Federally insured by NCUA.

As a member of the Canyon Creek HOA,
you and your family are eligible for membership.

Lake Creek Branch | 10135 Lake Creek Pkwy.
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