
Copyright © 2016 Peel, Inc. Park Lakes Property Owners Association Newsletter - November 2016  1

Park Lakes

November 2016  Volume 4, Issue 11Official Publication of Park Lakes Property Owners Association

Thanksgiving is wonderfully full of traditions, with favorite 
recipes, rituals, and loved ones all around us. We look forward to 
these familiar ingredients to our celebrations, but sometimes they 
might become so familiar that we may not be able to recognize and 
appreciate them as fully as we could. Here are five new suggestions for 
deepening our Thanksgiving celebrations and others experience the 
profound gift of thanks giving that makes our lives radiate with love.

1. Serving the poor in soup kitchens and homeless shelters at this 
time of year is a beautiful way to show respect, love, and care to 
those less fortunate. But, unfortunately, there is a dire need for help 
and food year-round. As part of giving thanks, consider extending 
the bounty you enjoy to include food drives and meal preparation 
during other times of the year, when there are fewer volunteers but 
the same, aching need.

2. It’s easy to express thanks for what or who we like and to toss 
away that which is undesirable or broken. Indeed, most of us also 
have people or things that we do not especially appreciate but that 
have been placed in our lives for a purpose. This season is a good 
time of year to look at the breakage in our lives, the relationships 
that have gone awry or the projects or promises we have made but 
broken. How can we repair what has been given to us? How can we 
invite healing so that our thanksgiving is as full as it possibly can be?

3. Many of us gather at Thanksgiving and speak about what we 
are thankful for. But perhaps we are not quite as articulate about 
why we give thanks. This year, for every “I’m thankful for my family/
job/home/blessings” offered, find specific things to praise about. For 
example, express thanks for a loved one’s quiet strength or bubbling 
sense of humor. Be grateful for the warmth of an age-weathered 
home. Sing loudly about the resilience of a church family that 
supports those in need.

4. Put away the electronic devices, turn off the speakers, give 
breathing room to hectic holiday schedules, and engage people near 
and far in heartfelt conversation. Go beyond topics like the weather 
sports to listen, learn, and laugh. Connect with people face-to-face 
and heart-to-heart and fill up on fellowship instead of only food.

5. Holidays can be times of conflict as loved ones gather and 
discover or rekindle profound differences. In reality, even if we grew 
up together, live in the same town, and share many commonalities, 
we are, each of us, uniquely different. This Thanksgiving, instead of 
highlighting what makes us separate or perhaps at odds with one 
another, try to focus on the essence of Thanksgiving.

Happy Thanksgiving!
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Park Lakes Property Owners Association
Crest Management  .............................................(281) 579-0761
SplashPad Texas Onsite Office .............................(281) 441-3557
Recreation Center Onsite Office..........................(281) 441-9955
Gate Attendant ....................................................(281) 441-1089
Houston National Golf Club ..............................(281) 304-1400

Utilities 
Comcast (Customer Service) ...............................(713) 341-1000
Electricity (TXU) ................................................(800) 368-1398
Gas (Centerpoint) ...............................................(713) 659-2111
Trash (Republic Waste) ........................................(281) 446-2030 
Water & Sewer (EDP Water District) ..................(832) 467-1599
Phone Service (Embarq) ......................................(877) 213-1053
Electricity (Centerpoint–Report street light outage) .......(713) 207-2222
Texas One Call System (Call Before you Dig)........................ 811

Property Tax Authorities
Harris County Tax...............................................(713) 368-2000
Harris MUD #400 ..............................................(281) 353-9809

Public Services
US Post Office .....................................................(281) 540-1775
Toll Road EZ Tag ................................................(281) 875-3279
Voters/Auto Registration .....................................(713) 368-2000
Drivers License Information ................................(281) 446-3391
Humble Area Chamber .......................................(281) 446-2128

Police & Fire
Emergency ............................................................................ 911
Constable/Precinct 4 (24-hr dispatch) .................(281) 376-3472
Harris Co. Sheriff’s Dept./Prec 4, Dist 2 (24-hr) ........ (713) 221-6000
Eastex Fire Department .......................................(281) 441-2244
Emergency Medical Service ................................ (281) 446-7889
Poison Control ....................................................(800) 222-1222
Humble Animal Control .....................................(281) 446-2327
Texas DPS ...........................................................(281) 446-3391

Area Hospitals
Renaissance Northeast Surgery ............................(281) 446-4053 
Kingwood Medical Center ..................................(281) 348-8000
Northeast Medical Center Hospital .....................(281) 540-7700 
Memorial Hermann Hospital (The Woodlands) .......(281) 364-2300

Public Schools
Humble ISD .......................................................(281) 641-1000 
Park Lakes Elementary (K-6) ...............................(281) 641-3200
Humble Middle School (7-8) ..............................(281) 641-4000 
Summer Creek High School (9-12) .....................(281) 641-5400

Private Schools
Holy Trinity ........................................................(281) 459-4323  
St. Mary Magdalene Catholic ..............................(281) 446-8535
The Christian School of Kingwood .....................(281) 359-4929
Humble Christian School ....................................(281) 441-1313

HELPFUL PHONE NUMBERS

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. 
Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted 
by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content 
with this publication. All warranties and representations made in the advertising 
content are solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content 
should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or 
failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such 
advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher 
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes, 
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of 
misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other 
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, 
except as limited to liabilities stated above.

The Park Lakes Newsletter is a private publication published by Peel, Inc. It is not 
sanctioned by any homeowners association or organization, nor is it subject to the 
approval of any homeowners association or organization, nor is it intended, nor 
implied to replace any publication that may be published by or on behalf of any 
homeowners association or organization.  At no time will any source be allowed to 
use The Park Lakes Newsletter contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, 
shape or form, nor in any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, 
fax, or etc. for the purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, 
political campaigns, or other self amplification, under penalty of law without 
written or expressed permission from Peel, Inc. The information in the newsletter 
is exclusively for the private use of  Peel, Inc. 

For more information please 
contact the Park Lakes 

Clubhouse at 281-441-9955. 
Thank you.

We hope to see you at our next 
event!

November 12, 2016
Fall Festival

1:30 pm- 4:30 pm

November 19,2016
Community Wide 

Garage Sale
7:00 am -12:00 pm

December 17, 2016
Cookies with Santa
1:30 pm – 4:30 pm

April 8, 2017
Easter “Egg” 
Stravaganza

1:30 pm – 4:30 pm
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Adjust Your Mowing Height
If you raised the height of your lawn mower in summer to reduce 

heat stress to your lawn, return the mower deck to its normal mowing 
height (about 2 inches tall is best for most grasses) in fall. Cutting 
your lawn slightly shorter in autumn helps prevent the grass from 
matting down under leaves and snow. Avoid cutting the grass too 
short, however. Tightly clipped turf has fewer roots and allows weeds 
to get a foothold.

Water on Schedule
Most lawns need water whenever it's dry -- no matter the season. 

If drought persists into autumn, water once or twice per week long 
enough to soak the soil several inches deep. Early morning is the best 
time of day to irrigate because winds are usually lighter so you'll waste 
less water to evaporation. Avoid watering in the evening because that 
encourages fungal diseases.

Overseed
Overseed warm-season lawns with ryegrass each autumn. This type 

of grass provides a lush, green carpet through the cool winter months. 
Prepare the lawn for overseeding by mowing it 1/2 inch shorter than 

Fall Lawn Care
usual and removing the clippings. Sow grass seed over the mowed 
area, making two passes at right angles to each other.

In the North, overseed thin lawns or large dead areas. Keep the 
newly seeded sections moist while seeds sprout. Frequent light 
sprinklings are best at first. Gradually increase the interval between 
waterings to encourage the roots to grow deeper into the soil.

Fertilize
Fall is the best time to fertilize your lawn if you live in the North. 

Cool-season grasses, such as bluegrass, fescue, and ryegrass, respond 
well to feeding in early September and again in late fall (late October 
or November). It helps them green up earlier and look better in 
spring.

Avoid fertilizing dormant warm-season grasses in the South unless 
they have been overseeded with winter ryegrass.

Attack Perennial Weeds
Dandelions, clover, and other broadleaf weeds are easy to spot 

in spring, but fall is the best time to rid your yard of these pests. 
Perennial weeds readily send herbicides containing glyphosate, 2, 
4-D, and MCPP applied as a spray or granules to their roots in fall. 

Call me to get the job done.
READY TO BUY, SELL OR RENT?

Free market analysis provided with no obligation.

Nina Davis-Smith, Broker,CNE
Your Park Lakes Expert!
‘12, ‘13, ‘14 & ‘15 Five Star Award Winner for Texas 
Certified Negotiation Expert
Specialist in Short Sale Properties

Direct: 281.658.1979 ∙ www.har.com/ninasmith
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ELECTRICAL SERVICES
 SERVICING ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS

713.467.1125 or 281.897.0001
www.WiredES.com

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED

• Panel Upgrades
• Home Inspections
• TV Install/Mounting
• Troubleshooting
• Remodeling
• Landscaping Lighting
• Home Generators

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
LICENSED & INSURED

24-7 SERVICE

Take $25.00 Off Your 
Next Service Call

TECL 22809 Master 100394

Easy Online Sign-Up at 

USE “NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER” AS REFERRAL

BrilliantElectricity.com

BRILLIANT ENERGY = SERIOUSLY LOW RATES

BRILLIANT ENERGY’S ELECTRICITY RATES CHALLENGE 
THE RATES OF EVERY OTHER PROVIDER IN TEXAS!

LOCK-IN A LOW ELECTRICITY RATE FOR
UP TO 3 YEARS

Brilliant Energy Texas OUC #10140

BRILLIANT ENERGY IS RECOMMENDED BY TEXAS ENERGY 
ANALYST, ALAN LAMMEY THE HOST OF THE “ENERGY 

WEEK” RADIO SHOW ON NEWSTALK 1070 KNTH!

Ask the “Energy Analyst”
281.658.0395

GREAT BUSINESS RATES TOO!

Sprays work best on days with moderate temperatures and when 
the soil is moist.

Repair Dead Patches
Early fall is a great time to reseed any small dead or thin patches 

in cool-season lawns. If you  seed  in autumn, you'll have fewer 
weeds. And the seedlings will become established before stressful 
hot weather conditions arrive. A  mulch  product embedded 
with seed andfertilizer is a convenient way to fill the gaps.

Lay Sod
Spring or fall is a good time to start a new cool-season lawn or 

patch existing turf with sod.
Moderate temperatures and abundant moisture get sod off to a 

quick start. High-quality sod will be thick, dense, and weed-free. It's 
a convenient way to get an instant solution to bare spots.

Check for Thatch
Thatch is a layer of dead organic matter mixed with living plant parts 

that can lead to disease and insect problems as well as damage from 
drought and cold weather. Thatch may develop when you overfertilize 
your lawn or water too frequently. Check for thatch by removing a 
plug of grass and soil. One-half inch of thatch or less is not a problem. 
If there is more than that, your lawn is ready for a thatch-management 

program. (See the next slide for tips on dealing with thatch.)

Remove Excess Thatch
Dethatching involves cutting through the thatch layer and ripping 

out the debris.
 Power rakes or vertical mowers are effective tools for this. Use a 

hand rake to remove the thatch from the lawn after it has been pulled 
out by one of these machines.

Note: Power raking and vertical mowing can damage centipedegrass, 
St. Augustinegrass, and others that spread by surface runners. Use a 
machine that has knives correctly spaced for these grasses.

Aerate
Aeration reduces thatch, improves drainage, and loosens soil. Make 

sure that the aerator you use pulls plugs of soil from the turf rather 
than simply punching holes in the ground, which actually increases 
compaction over time. Aerate cool-season grasses in early fall and 
warm-season grasses in spring.

Apply a Top Dressing
Top dressing means applying a thin layer of soil or compost to 

your existing turf. The process improves growing conditions by 
reducing thatch, increasing the amount of organic matter in the soil, 
smoothing bumps in the lawn, and lessening the need for fertilizer. 

(Continued on Page 5)
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The weather is changing and school is in full swing. It is autumn! 
Keeping your children engaged with healthy habits in the fall can 
be challenging, especially with the weather getting cooler by the 
day. What are some ways you can keep your children healthy this 
fall so they can feel good and achieve success? Here are 5 ways you 
can help them out.

1. Pack Your Child’s Lunch
While some schools have been making great strides with providing 

kids a healthy lunch in their cafeterias, more often these lunches 
don’t provide proper nutrition for their growing bodies. And vending 
machines may tempt your children into making some bad decisions. 
Preparing a balanced meal for their lunch can help them stay healthy 
when away from home.

2. Take a Walk
A healthy fall can be full of leisurely walks after dinner with the 

help of a light jacket or scarf. If you have a pet, that’s a perfect excuse 
to take your kids out for a 10-40 minute walk after dinner. This 

VISIT OUR 
WEBSITE FOR
INSPIRATIONAL

IDEAS

Spread a thin layer of equal parts loam, sand, and peat. Be sure to 
dethatch or aerate before you apply a top dressing. Then work the 
top dressing into the soil by raking it in.

Remove Fallen Leaves
Remove fallen leaves by raking them or mulching them with a 

mower before they mat down and smother your grass. A mulching 
mower works well to shred small amounts of leaves and returns the 
shredded organic matter to the soil, much like top dressing. When 
many leaves are present, rake them off the lawn and compost them.

Drain Irrigation Lines
Completely drain your lawn's irrigation system before freezing 

weather arrives. You can empty the system with compressed air or 
use drain valves. For best results, shut off the water to the system and 
drain each zone separately. Also drain the main supply line from the 
house. If you use an air compressor, don't exceed 50 psi of air pressure.

(Continued on Page 6)

5 Tips to Keep Your 
Children Healthy this Fall
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http://www.canyongate.com/communities/
park/

Features of the Park Lakes Community 
Intranet:

•	 Receive email blasts from the association (association news and 
announcements, community events, local area happenings and more).

•	 Resident Directory
•	 Classifieds
•	 Current Events and Activities
•	 Documents and Forms (ACC guidelines, restrictions financials, etc.)

You can also sign up for the email list with 
Crest Management 

http://www.crest-management.com/
You can find Park Lakes under the community tab to access 

management information such as copies of the articles and by 
laws of the community payment plans and collection procedures 
for HOA dues as well as policies for parking 

RESIDENT PORTALhelps balance children’s blood sugar levels and keeps them healthy
3. Eating Healthy Snacks
Fall is full of seasonal foods that are tasty and cheap. Fill your 

pantry and refrigerator with fresh fruits and veggies such as pears, 
apples, and root vegetables. These foods are jam-packed with 
nutrition and will actually be healthier than foods that are not in 
season!

4. Play Outside
Fall is the perfect time to get some bike time in or play games 

of soccer and football at the park! And since the weather is neither 
too hot nor too cold, your children will be in less danger of getting 
dehydrated or sustaining an injury.

5. It’s the Perfect Time of the Year for Soup
Fall soups definitely take the cake! You can use ginger, carrots, 

potatoes, parsnips, sweet potato, apples, and other seasonal foods 
to create a nice soup that is low in calories, sodium, and fat. Plus 
they taste great! 
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BOARD MEMBERS
Rachel Gwin – President

Land Tejas – (Voting Member)
Al Brende – 1st Vice President
Land Tejas – (Voting Member)
Gerald Jones – Vice President

parklakesgerald@gmail.com - (Voting Member)
Cheryl Smith – Secretary

parklakescheryl@gmail.com - (Voting Member)
Kennetha Smith-Tolbert - Treasurer

(parklakeskennetha@gmail.com- (Voting Member)
Charles Williams – Ex-Officio

parklakescharles@gmail.com
Shepard Cross – Ex- Officio
parklakes_scross@yahoo.com
Raj Alladah – Ex- Officio
parklakesraj@gmail.com

Edgar Clayton – Ex- Officio
parklakesclayton@gmail.com

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE NEW 2016 /17 COMMUNITY 
RESIDENT BOARD MEMBERS

CREST MANAGEMENT PERSONNEL
Dolores Sue – Property Manager

maintenance items, contractors, board requests
281-945- 4663 dolores.sue@crest-management.com

Jill Redmond – Assistant Property Manager
Deed restrictions violations and ACC applications

281-945-4616 jill.redmond@crest-management.com

Lisa Walker – On Site Community Manager
Rentals, access cards and general community inquiries

281-441-9955 lisa.walker@crest-management.com

Staci Tucker – Community Accountant
payment and accounting matters

281-945-4621 staci.tucker@crest-management.com
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EXPERIENCE, EXPERIENCE, EXPERIENCE...I can help you realize your dreams. With 34 years in the real 
estate industry, I have the experience you need to guide you during your home buying or selling process. My team 
and I are ready to service your needs from start to finish.

TEAM WORK...Whoever said “Many hands make light work” really understood a team work concept. Each 
member of my team (including you) will have specific duties towards our common goal to ensure the strength and 
endurance needed to get this transaction closed.

Over 28 Million in Closed Sales for 2015

BILLIE JEAN HARRIS

Billie Jean's Team
713-825-2647 Cell

713-451-4320 Direct Office

EXPERIENCE, EXPERIENCE, EXPERIENCE...I can help you realize your dreams.
With 34 years in the real estate industry, I have the experience you need to guide you
during your home buying or selling process.  My team and I are ready to service your
needs from start to finish.
TEAM WORK...Whoever said "Many hands make light work" really understood a
team work concept.  Each member of my team (including you) will have specific duties
towards our common goal to ensure the strength and endurance needed to get this
transaction closed.  Call for a free marketing plan and home value.

BILLIE JEAN HARRIS
   
713-825-2647 (Cellular)
713-451-4320 (Direct)
713-451-1733 x106 (Office)
bharris@remax-east.com
www.billiejeanharris.com

RE/MAX East
www.billiejeanharris.com
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713-451-4320 Direct Office
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needs from start to finish.
TEAM WORK...Whoever said "Many hands make light work" really understood a
team work concept.  Each member of my team (including you) will have specific duties
towards our common goal to ensure the strength and endurance needed to get this
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713-451-1733 x106 (Office)
bharris@remax-east.com
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RE/MAX East
www.billiejeanharris.com

Really Big News!Really Big News!

#1 Team 2015 BILLIE JEAN HARRIS
in the STATE OF TEXAS

#2 Team 2015 BILLIE JEAN HARRIS
in the UNITED STATES

#6 Team 2015 BILLIE JEAN HARRIS
INTERNATIONALLY


