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Local Boy Scout Evan Seidel from Troop 403, which is sponsored 
by the Knights of Columbus at Saint Paul's Catholic Church, recently 
led a group of Boy Scouts and volunteers on a 3 day work session to 

Local Boy Scout Creates Sound Garden

The Village at Western Oaks HOA will be holding the 2016 Annual Meeting on Thursday, December 
8, 2016 at 7 pm at the Mills Elementary School cafeteria. Official notice of the meeting will be sent to all 

owners of record in November.

Annual Meeting

build a sound garden at Mills Elementary.
While he was a student at Mills, Evan learned to read music and 
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	 Clayton....................................................512-841-9200
	 Kiker........................................................512-414-2584
	 Mills........................................................512-841-2400
	 Patton......................................................512-414-1780
Middle
	 Bailey.......................................................512-414-4990
	 Small........................................................512-841-6700
	 Gorzycki..................................................512-841-8600
High School
	 Austin......................................................512-414-2505
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Texas State Gas
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 Problems....................................................512-219-2628
ATT/SBC Telephone
 New Service............................................1-800-288-2020
 Repair.....................................................1-800-246-8464
 Billing.....................................................1-800-288-2020
Allied Waste................................................512-247-5647
Time Warner Cable.....................................512-485-5555
OTHER NUMBERS
Oak Hill Postal Station.............................1-800-275-8777
City of Austin 
 Dead Animal Collection.............................512-494-9400
 Abandoned/Disabled Vehicles....................512-974-8119
 Stop Sign Missing/Damaged......................512-974-2000
 Street Light Outage (report pole#).............512-505-7617
NEWSLETTER PUBLISHER
Peel, Inc.............................................. 512-263-9181
Article Submissions.......... villagegazette@peelinc.com
Advertising........................advertising@PEELinc.com

IMPORTANT NUMBERS
(Continued from Cover)

discovered a passion for music ignited by his music teacher Ms. 
Deborah Tannert. Additionally, the music memory program at Mills 
provided him an opportunity to learn about classical music. Evan 
credits his involvement with the music department at Mills with 
leading him to pursue his musical aspirations of performing with 
the nationally acclaimed Bowie Band, where he plays snare drum 
on the drum line.

So naturally, when it came time for Evan to select an Eagle Scout 
project, he contacted Ms. Tannert to see how his project could best 
benefit the music department at Mills. The result was the sound 
garden with a specialty in percussion.

The stations include a hand crafted PVC pipe organ and marimba 
station, a steel drum, brake drums, wood blocks, a wash board and 
wind chimes. It is Evan’s hope this sound garden will encourage all 
students to be interested in music and to give back to his school that 
gave so much to him.

Evan Seidel is currently a senior at James Bowie High School who 
plans to attend college in Texas.
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Please be our guest to celebrate the children in foster care who are waiting for forever 
families and the community that supports them. A program of Partnerships for Children, 

The Heart Gallery of Central Texas is a portrait exhibit and community education/
outreach initiative featuring children in Central Texas who are waiting for adoption.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 10TH AT 6:30PM – 9:00PM  
at the Blanton Museum of Art – Smith Building

More details and to RSVP to this free event here: http://bit.ly/YT0hc9
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C i g a r e t t e  a n d 
drugstore beetles are 
pests of stored products 
and can become a pest 
in the home. These 
bee t l e s  a re  smal l , 
around 1/8” long, 
reddish-brown with 
an oval shape. If you 
disturb the beetles, 
they often will tuck 
in their legs and lay 
motionless.

Adults enjoy dark 
cracks and crevices, but 
will fly in brightly lit 
areas to locate a place 
to hide. The beetles 
are most active at dusk 
and continue activity 
through the night. 

Adults do not eat solid food, but will drink liquids. Larvae are small, 
grub-like and creamy white.

Cigarette and drugstore beetle larvae infest a variety of products 
such as tobacco, flour, dried fruit, herbs and spices, nuts, rice and pet 
food. These pests may also infest non-food items such as potpourri, 
dried flower arrangements, papier-mâché, prescription drugs, 
cosmetics and bookbinding paste.

The life cycle is dependent upon temperature and availability of 
resources- with warmer temperatures and adequate resources the 
life cycle will be faster. Mated females lay eggs in food sources. After 
hatching from the egg, larvae begin to feed on the food and grow. 
Eventually, larvae pupate and form a protective cocoon in the food 
item. Adults live from 1-4 weeks.

To manage these beetles, you must find the source, double bag it 
and throw it away. All stored food items should be inspected, even 
those that have not been previously opened. If you do not want to 
throw away infested food items it can either be heated or cooled to 
kill any insects and then sifted to remove any insects. To freeze, put 
the items in a sealed plastic bag and place in the freezer for about a 
week. To heat the items, spread on a large cookie sheet and place in 
a 200 oF oven for 1-2 hours.

To prevent infestations, inspect all food items before buying; do 
not buy damaged food products. Dried goods can be stored in sealed, 
air-tight containers. If leaving the home for extended periods store 
items in the freezer or refrigerator. While inspecting stored food items 
for infestation, clean the pantry as you go. Vacuum or sweep up any 
spilled food items. Wipe down shelving with a cleaning product and 

Cigarette & Drugstore Beetles
use caulk to seal any shelf areas where small bits of food may collect.

For more information or help with identification, contact Wizzie 
Brown, Texas AgriLife Extension Service Program Specialist at 
512.854.9600. Check out my blog at www.urban-ipm.blogspot.com

The information given herein is for educational purposes only. 
Reference to commercial products or trade names is made with 
the understanding that no discrimination is intended and no 
endorsement by Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service or the Texas 
A&M AgriLife Research is implied.

The Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service provides equal access 
in its programs, activities, education and employment, without regard 
to race, color, sex, religion, national origin, disability, age, genetic 
information, veteran status, sexual orientation or gender identity.

SOUTHWEST AUSTIN SPECIALISTS
512-297-3442

LET US HELP YOU FIND YOURS
The Pursuit of Happiness
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•	 Avery	Ranch
•	 Bee	Cave
•	 Bella	Vista
•	 Belterra
•	 Canyon	Creek
•	 Cat	Mountain	Villas
•	 Circle	C	Ranch
•	 Courtyard
•	 Forest	Creek
•	 Highland	Park	West	Balcones
•	 Jester	Estates
•	 Ladera
•	 Lakeway
•	 Legend	Oaks	II
•	 Long	Canyon
•	 Meridian

Reaching youR neighboRs
contact us today

foR adveRtising infoRmation
512-263-9181

and many others...

Peel, Inc.
community newsletters

•	 Northwest	Austin	Civic	Association
•	 Paloma	Lake
•	 Parkside	at	Mayfield	Ranch
•	 Plum	Creek
•	 River	Place
•	 Rocky	Creek
•	 Sendera
•	 Steiner	Ranch
•	 Sweetwater
•	 Tarrytown
•	 Teravista
•	 Travis	Country	West
•	 Twin	Creeks
•	 Villages	of 	Westen	Oaks
•	 West	Lake	Hills

Though this is slightly 
after the fact, I want to 
address the dual events 
this year that initiated the 
highest call rates I’ve had 
in a long time. Both last 
March and this August, we 
had an inordinate amount 
of rain. Within two weeks 
to over a month after the 

rain had ended, I received calls from the entire central Texas area 
about Live Oaks dropping the vast majority of their leaves. Often 
the trees could be right next to some others that did not drop any 
leaves, causing the property owners to be very concerned about 
the possibility that they had oak wilt. My standard practice when 
receiving calls about leaf drop when it occurs after rain, is to ask 
what the leaves look like and if possible request a photo of five or so 
“suspicious-looking” leaves. Live Oak leaves that drop on account 
of heavy rainfall have certain characteristics: mottling, speckling, 

Large Scale Leaf Drop
blotching all of brown or yellow and occasionally black dots. 
Symptomatic oak wilt leaves on the other hand are very different 
(www.texasoakwilt.org/gallery/oak-wilt-in-live-oaks/).

This phenomenon is caused by an extended period of “field 
saturation”. All soil has macro and micro pores/spaces in it, whether 
it is sand or clay or silt. When all these pores fill up it with water 
– there is no air left in the soil. Tree roots actually need to breath – 
even the Bald Cypress trees in the swamp send up little breathing 
“apparatuses”, which we call “knees”. So a combination of not enough 
air in the soil, an excessive engorgement of water by the tree which 
causes swelling in stem - leaf attachment, and the general toxicity of 
excessive water in the system all play a part in the discoloring and 
abscission of the leaves by the tree which is an attempt to help itself. 
Excessive rain, though it may cause some of your Live Oaks to drop 
their leaves temporarily, rarely kills them unless it is standing water 
over entire root zone for two weeks or more. Generally, excessive 
Spring rains that cause leaf drop – new leaves will form within a 
couple of weeks after the leaf drop. Late Summer or fall rains – the 
tree may just go into a premature fall
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Fall and winter are hardly 
a notable time for watching 
butterflies, except for those 
in the Nymphalidae family 
known as the brush-footed 
or brushfoots.  Most of these 
species are medium-sized to 
fairly large butterflies that 
hold their wings flat when 
resting and have a reduced 
pair of forelegs.  This group 

is also commonly called four-footed butterflies, because they are 
known to stand on only four legs while the reduced pair are held up 
against their mid-section or thorax.  

In some species, these shorter forelegs also have a brush-like set 
of soft hairs called setae, and it is unclear why these forelegs have 
become vestigial, or appearing to lose most of their ancestral function.  
One theory is that these forelegs may be used to amplify the sense 
of smell (yes, many butterflies ‘taste’ with their feet), while others 
believe they are used to improve signaling and communication 
between individuals of the same species, while standing on the other 
four.  The latter seems to be the leading theory so far, as that ability 
would prove most useful in terms of reproduction and the continuing 
overall health of the species.

More remarkably, brushfoots are experts at overwintering, or 
the process by which they pass through or wait out the winter 
season.  While many insects overwinter as eggs or pupae, brushfoots 
overwinter as adult butterflies.  They take cover in places such as 
building crevices, under loose bark, or beneath fallen leaves or other 
plant matter.  These places shield the brushfoots from the adverse 

NatureWatch
Hardy Brushfoots

by Jim and Lynne Weber

conditions of winter, and their activity ceases until conditions 
become more favorable.  On the occasional warm winter day in 
Central Texas, these butterflies often emerge to bask in the sun and 
feed on various nutritional sources such as tree sap, rotting fruit, or 
animal scat.  While many brushfoots are brightly colored on their 
uppersides, their undersides are largely dull and cryptic, mimicking 
dead leaves and bark, offering them additional protection in their 
chosen overwintering sites.

Examples of the most frequently encountered and easily 
recognizable brushfoots in our area include the Question Mark 
(Polygonia interrogationis), Red Admiral (Vanessa atalanta), and 
Common Buckeye (Junonia coenia).  The Question Mark is fairly 
common in woodland openings, and is recognized by its deep orange 
wings spotted with brown and angled sharply at the edges.  Its cryptic 
underside is textured brown, resembling a dead leaf, and its hind 
wing is ‘punctuated’ by a curved silver line and dot, which gives it 
its common name.  Red Admirals are almost unmistakable, dark 
above with bright orange-red slashes and white dots on the outer 
part of the forewings, but exquisitely colored in mostly browns and 
blues below.  The Common Buckeye prefers open habitats, and can 
be identified by its overall golden brown color above, interrupted by 
large and striking multicolored eyespots.

The next time the weather is sunny and warmer, make a point to 
go outside and take a walk in the woods, a field or your garden, and 
see if you can find some of these hardy brushfoots!

Send your nature-related questions to naturewatch@austin.rr.com 
and we’ll do our best to answer them. If you enjoy reading these 
articles, check out our book, Nature Watch Austin (published by 
Texas A&M University Press), and our blog at naturewatchaustin.
blogspot.com.
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DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions 
of their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. 
or its employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any 
facts stated in articles submitted by others. The publisher also assumes 
no responsibility for the advertising content with this publication. All 
warranties and representations made in the advertising content are 
solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content 
should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for 
misprints or failure to place advertising in this publication except for 
the actual cost of such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, 
the publisher assumes no responsibility for any errors of information 
or typographical mistakes, except as limited to the cost of advertising 
as stated above or in the case of misinformation, a printed retraction/
correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental 
or consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or 
any other liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish 
in a timely manner, except as limited to liabilities stated above.

The Gazette is a private publication published by Peel, Inc. It is not 
sanctioned by any homeowners association or organization, nor is it 
subject to the approval of any homeowners association or organization, 
nor is it intended, nor implied to replace any publication that may 
be published by or on behalf of any homeowners association or 
organization. At no time will any source be allowed to use the Gazette's 
contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor 
in any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. 
for the purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, 
political campaigns, or other self amplification, under penalty of law 
without written or expressed permission from Peel, Inc. The information 
in the newsletter is exclusively for the private use of Peel, Inc.

Description: The position includes marketing our community 
newsletters to local and area businesses. It is a flexible position 
that allows you to work from home and set your own hours.

Roles: Stimulate new advertising accounts in our community 
newsletters. Maintain current accounts assigned to you by 
Sales Manager. Service your accounts by assisting them from 
ad design to final proof approval.

Skills: Excellent communication through email and phone, with 
high level presentation and relationship-building skills. Strong 
prospecting and business development skills are a must. Previous 
sales experience preferred but not required.

Benefits: Commission Based 
Apply by sending resume to jobs@peelinc.com

NOW 
HIRING

Advertising Sales 
Representative

For this month let’s see how many acts of kindness we can share 
via social media. Use Twitter, Facebook, Google+, or Instagram.

Discover kindness in yourself, your family, your community, and 
your world!
When you post to social media:
•	 Provide a short description of the act of kindness
•	 Be sure to add #compassionup to your post; and,
•	 Include the name of your neighborhood.
We’ll let you know how we do!

#CompassionUp Challenge
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A S H L E Y  A U S T I N
H O M E S

Texas Monthly Five Star Agent 
2013 – 2015

AIOREP Top 10 Agent for  
Client Satisfaction in Texas 2015

Austin Business Journal  
Top 3 Producing Agent 2014 – 2015

Austin’s Platinum Top 50  
Award Winner 2015 – 2016

*Based on 2015 ABOR data

ASHLEY STUCKI EDGAR BROKER, REALTOR, CHLMS, CIPS, CRS

512.217.6103
ashley@ashleyaustinhomes.com  |  www.ashleyaustinhomes.com  |   
 

6
S E C O N D S

B U Y E R S  F O R M  T H E I R  F I R S T  I M P R E S S I O N  O N  Y O U R 
H O M E  I N  S I X  S E C O N D S !

W I T H  A S H L E Y ’ S  P R O V E N  S Y S T E M ,  
S H E  C A N  T U R N  T H AT  6 - S E C O N D  I M P R E S S I O N  

I N T O  A  5 - S E C O N D  D E C I S I O N 

M O R E  M O N E Y
Ashley’s average listing sells for twice as much as the Austin average!*

L E S S  T I M E
Ashley’s average listing sells in half the time  

as your average Austin home!*


