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	 Please take a moment to mark down an important upcoming 
event on your calendars – the Courtyard’s annual meeting on Sunday, 
January 29, 2017 at 6:00 p.m. in the lobby of at the office building 
located at the intersection of Courtyard Drive and North Scout Island 
Circle. Although we hope everyone can attend, we also understand 
that it is just not possible. Please note, however, that our Declaration 
requires that a quorum be present at this meeting so that we can 
conduct important homeowner association business. For this reason, 
please read the written materials when they arrive in your January 
mail and then sign and mail in your voting proxy as soon as possible 
to help us avoid the costs of rescheduling a second annual meeting.

Remember that sending in your proxy merely safeguards your vote 
if something comes up and you cannot make it to the meeting. It will 
not prevent you from attending the annual meeting in person and 
voting directly yourself. Further reminders and more information 
about the annual meeting will appear in the January newsletter and 
on the Courtyard’s website: www.courtyardhoa.org. If you have 

any questions, please contact any Board member or our property 
manager, Marilyn Childress, at Goodwin Management (512) 502-
7509. You can also email us through the “Contact Us” page of the 
Courtyard’s community website.

	 A final thought -- many of us will be traveling and gone 
from our homes at times this holiday season. Try to remember to 
stop your paper and mail or ask a neighbor to pick them up for you. 
Keep an eye out for anything suspicious and if you see something 
-- call the police. And nothing says “No one is home here” to a thief 
like mail or papers accumulating at the front of a house. If you see 
this happening, even if no one asked you, be a good neighbor and 
take a minute to gather them up and save them for when the owner 
returns.

Best wishes to all our residents and their families for a safe and 
Happy Holiday Season and please continue to drive slowly in 

the Courtyard !

Board Message
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When PRICE matters...CALL JOANY PRICE!

609 Castle Ridge Road, Ste. 400 • Austin, TX 78746   •   M: 512.775.8942 • O: 512.328.8200 • F: 512.328.2559 
jprice@cbunited.com • www.cbunited.com/Joany.Price

Joany
Price
Your Courtyard Neighbor
& Tennis Club Member 

Realtor, CLHMS
Certified Previews™ Property Specialist
International Diamond Society
Coldwell Banker United, REALTORS 

“I am now including a complimentary membership to The Courtyard Tennis & 
Swim Club with all of my listings”.  A $1500 value.

LET’S DO BUSINESS TOGETHER IN 2017! CALL ME AT 512-775-8942 
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CHA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President, Leslie Craven................ 502-1124, 585-1153 (cell)
Vice President, Paul Siegel............................... 512-243-5419
	 ........................................................... pbsiegel@gmail.com
Secretary, Cathleen Barrett.............................. 817-371-6983
Waneen Spirduso................................... spirduso@utexas.edu
Treasurer, Jim Lloyd............................................... 231-0855
Doug Richards. 512-527-9001, dougrichards714@gmail.com
Henry Mistrot........................................................ 459-7313
COMMITTEES
Environmental Control (ECC)
	 Diana Apgar........................415-9412, fd1966fd@aol.com
Community Park
	 Terry Edwards.............................................. 214-392-4627
Welcome
	 Denise Hogan.............................................. 214-403-4454
	 ................................................ denise.1.hogan@gmail.com
Social Committee Chairperson
	 Joany Price.......................................................... 775-8942
Landscape & Decorating
	 Ed Ueckert......................................................... 345-6137
Security
	 Jim Lloyd............................................................ 231-0855
Communications
	 Leslie Craven...................................................... 502-1124
	 Jane Gibson (Editor - Courtyard Caller)............... 850-3346
	 .............................................................janeegib@gmail.com
Compliance
	 ..................................................................................Open
Kayak Committee
	 Waneen Spirduso............................... spirduso@utexas.edu
Fire Safety Committee
	 Jim Carolan.........................................cell (619) 559-1978
	 ........................................................jccarolan1@gmail.com
Area Development and Zoning Liaison
	 Paul Siegel & Cathleen Barrett....512-243-5419, pbsiegel@
gmail.com
MANAGEMENT COMPANY

Goodwin Management: Marilyn Childress
 11149 Research Blvd. Austin, TX 78759-5227

512-502-7509

SUB-HOA CONTACTS
Center Court:
	 Gary Doucha...................................................... 401-3105
	 ......................................................gmdoucha@yahoo.com
Travis County Courtyard (aka "Backcourt")
	 Allan Nilsson..................................................... 346-8432
	 ..................................................... arnilsson@earthlink.net
Villas at Courtyard:
	 Thomas Hoy....................................................... 231-1270
	 .............................................Thomas.Hoy@freescale.com
Wolf Court:
	 Tim Sullivan....................................................... 346-3146
	 ......................................................... tsullivan@gmail.com

Tuesday, January 3, 2017
1:00 pm

5612 N. Scout Island Circle
Join the Courtyard Book Club in January, 2017 as we discuss 

another page turner by Erik Larson. Thunderstruck tells the 
interwoven stories of two men--Hawley Crippen, a very unlikely 
murderer, and Guglielmo Marconi, the obsessive creator of a 
seemingly supernatural means of communication--whose lives 
intersect during one of the greatest criminal cases of all time. Set 
in Edwardian London, an era of séances, science, and fog, and 
on the stormy coasts of Cornwall, Cape Cod, and Nova Scotia, 
Thunderstruck evokes the dynamism of those years when great 
shipping companies competed to build the biggest, fastest ocean 
liners, scientific advances dazzled the public with visions of a world 
transformed, and the rich outdid one another with ostentatious 
displays of wealth. Against this background, Marconi races against 
incredible odds and relentless skepticism to perfect his invention: the 
wireless, a prime catalyst for the emergence of the world we know 
today. Meanwhile, Crippen, "the kindest of men," nearly commits 
the perfect crime.

For more information about the Courtyard Book Club or for 
details about upcoming meetings and the book selections for 2017, 
contact Lou Blemaster at 512-551-2659 or email loublemaster@
gmail.com.

COURTYARD BOOK CLUB

The need to Be Ember Aware that we have been advocating in our 
on-going monthly tips was validated during a late August National 
Public Radio interview providing perspectives on home destruction 
during wildland fires. A Colorado firefighter who experienced the loss 
of his own home during the Fourmile Canyon Fire near Boulder in 
2010, was a first-hand witness to the power of embers to take down 
a home. Dr. Jack Cohen, a preeminent fire scientist recently retired 
from the US Forest Service, spoke to his own years of research on the 
home destruction phenomenon, particularly his home destruction 
assessment as part of the Fourmile Canyon Fire Findings published 
by the US Forest Service Rocky Mountain Research Station.

For nearly three decades, Cohen's research findings have belied 
what we see on the screen. As firefighter Rodrigo Moraga observes 
in the interview, "In Wildfires, Big Flames Attract Attention, But 
Watch Out For The Embers," the big wall of flames is what catches 
our attention on television, but it is not usually the culprit in home 
destruction. Rather, as Cohen points out, because firefighting 
resources are stretched thin and embers are igniting homes ahead 
of the flames through wind and spot fires, nobody is on the scene 
when the small ignitions start - and hours later, homes are destroyed.

Yes, the Wildfire Risk to Courtyard 
Homes is all about Embers!
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Oak Tree Trimming  
Season Ending Soon

	 As most of you know, oak tree trimming season ends in 
January 2017. Oaks should not be trimmed from February through 
June as this is when the oak wilt carrier beetle is most active. With 
holiday “busy-ness” upon us, we sometimes forget about this 
necessary maintenance until mid or late January when it is sometimes 
hard to line up a reputable company for this work. We use the word 
“reputable” because when it comes to trimming your oaks, cheapest is 
not always the best. Hiring the lowest cost bidder without checking 
credentials and asking questions can prove extremely costly to you 
and all your neighbors’ trees when your trees become infected from 
poor cuts and failure to thoroughly clean their cutting equipment 
before starting work on your trees. Contaminated tools are a big 
contributor to the spread of oak wilt. Above all, if you cannot get 
your oaks trimmed between now and the end of January, they 
should not be trimmed until July, 2017.

	 If you decide you want to do your own tree maintenance 
work make sure you: (1) sterilize tools with bleach or alcohol (Lysol 

is also a solution) before pruning; and (2) immediately paint wounds 
with pruning paint or latex paint within 15 minutes as carrier beetles 
may be attracted to untreated cuts or wounds.

	 Finally, while you’re thinking of trimming, recall that our 
Declaration requires that no tree, shrub or planting of any kind be 
allowed to overhang or otherwise encroach upon any sidewalk or 
other pedestrian way from ground level to a height of seven (7) feet. 
The City of Austin as well has a requirement that all trees overhanging 
streets have a minimum clearance of fourteen (14) feet above street 
level.



Copyright © 2016 Peel, Inc.	 Courtyard Caller - December 2016     5

Courtyard Caller

Visit www.FireFan.com to REGISTER & be the first to get the app!
Enter Accesss Code “WinEveryday”

LOOK WHO CAME OUT FOR BOO FEST!

Wizards and witches, butterflies 
and Spidermen, Minnie Mouse and 
Ninja Turtles were just some of the 
characters who made their way to the 
annual Boo Fest. Thank you to Joany 
Price for putting this great event 
together and to all who participated.
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•	 Avery	Ranch
•	 Bee	Cave
•	 Bella	Vista
•	 Belterra
•	 Canyon	Creek
•	 Cat	Mountain	Villas
•	 Circle	C	Ranch
•	 Courtyard
•	 Forest	Creek
•	 Highland	Park	West	Balcones
•	 Jester	Estates
•	 Ladera
•	 Lakeway
•	 Legend	Oaks	II
•	 Long	Canyon

Reaching youR neighboRs
contact us today

foR adveRtising infoRmation
512-263-9181

and many others...

Peel, Inc.
community newsletters

•	 Meridian
•	 Northwest	Austin	Civic	Association
•	 Paloma	Lake
•	 Parkside	at	Mayfield	Ranch
•	 Plum	Creek
•	 River	Place
•	 Rocky	Creek
•	 Sendera
•	 Steiner	Ranch
•	 Sweetwater
•	 Tarrytown
•	 Teravista
•	 Twin	Creeks
•	 Villages	of 	Westen	Oaks
•	 West	Lake	Hills

NOTICE OF COURTYARD  
HOA ANNUAL MEETING

WHEN: January 29, 2017 at 6:00pm

WHERE: Lobby of office building at the corner of 
Courtyard Dr and North Scout Island Cir.

QUESTIONS? Go to www.courtyardhoa.org or contact 
property manager, Marilyn Childress at (512) 502-7509 
or any Board Member. 

Trash Containers  
and Collection Rules

Please be reminded that pursuant to both city ordinance and our 
community covenants trash containers should be stored where they 
are not visible from the street between trash pick-up days. Trash 
containers can go out the evening before pick-up (Thursday for us) 
and should be back in place the next night (Friday night). If you 
can’t get them in your garage, please find an alternative location 
on your property that is not visible from the street. Big bushes (or 
small ones on the way to growing bigger) and a little neighborly 
cooperation work wonders in this regard – and if you and your 
next door neighbors (who might be able to see them) are okay with 
where you each stash them, then that’s okay with us. Homeowners 
with tenants, please make sure your tenants are aware of these rules.

If you are going to be out of town for a long weekend and need to 
set the trash out before you leave, please consider asking a neighbor 
to move the empty containers up close to your house. Cooperation 
is greatly appreciated. Keep in mind that blue recycling containers 
are picked up every other Friday. Save yourself some work and don’t 
haul them out to curb every week. This month they will be picked 
up on December 2, 16 and 30th. 
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Description: The position includes marketing our community 
newsletters to local and area businesses. It is a flexible position 
that allows you to work from home and set your own hours.

Roles: Stimulate new advertising accounts in our community 
newsletters. Maintain current accounts assigned to you by 
Sales Manager. Service your accounts by assisting them from 
ad design to final proof approval.

Skills: Excellent communication through email and phone, with 
high level presentation and relationship-building skills. Strong 
prospecting and business development skills are a must. Previous 
sales experience preferred but not required.

Benefits: Commission Based 
Apply by sending resume to jobs@peelinc.com

NOW 
HIRING

Advertising Sales 
Representative

250  
$16.50

BUSINESS  
CARDS FOR

QualityPrintingOfAustin.com

Price Does Not include tax and shipping
Some Restrictions Apply

512.263.9181

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. 
Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles 
submitted by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the 
advertising content with this publication. All warranties and representations 
made in the advertising content are solely that of the advertiser and any such 
claims regarding its content should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints 
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost 
of such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the 
publisher assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or 
typographical mistakes, except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated 
above or in the case of misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any 
other liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely 
manner, except as limited to liabilities stated above.

At no time will any source be allowed to use The Courtyard Caller Newsletter 
contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in 
any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for 
the purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political 
campaigns, or other self amplification, under penalty of law without written 
or expressed permission from Peel, Inc. The information in The Courtyard 
Caller Newsletter is exclusively for the private use of Peel, Inc.

Sudoku
The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.
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SUDOKU

Sudoku
The goal is to fill in the grid so that every row, every column, and

every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9. Each digit may
appear only once in each row, each column, and each 3x3 box.

© 2006. Feature Exchange
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