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AFD representatives Josh Portie, Mary Ann Hubbard and Joe 
Laughran joined by Jester Firewise Committee members Emily and 

Jeff Shapiro at the Jester/Lakewood Firewise Event.
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Holiday Lights

The Jester Firewise Committee and Austin Fire Department hosted 
an information table at the Lakewood Clubhouse on November 12th 
that included Smokey the Bear and a fire truck for the kids to check 
out. Lots of folks passing in and out of the neighborhood stopped 
by to get information about protecting homes from wildfires and 
registering for “reverse 911” service and to see the display. “Reverse 
911” is a method used by local emergency agencies to mass notify 
residents of hazardous conditions that affect specific neighborhoods 
or the entire region. If you haven’t yet registered your cell phone and/
or VOIP (such as Time Warner, Vonage, etc.) phone for “reverse 
911,” it’s easy to do online at http://www.warncentraltexas.org/ . 
It’s important to note that, just because you may have registered a 
911 address with your phone provider, you ARE NOT set up for 
“reverse 911.” Registering your address with the phone provider 
only gives the 911 operator your address if you initiate a 911 call. 
It does not enable your phone to receive reverse notifications from 
emergency dispatchers.

Stay tuned for another “30 Feet for Firesafety” event in early 2017 
to help reduce wildfire risk by creating defensible space around your 
home. We are currently working with the City of Austin to arrange a 
special bulk yard waste (a.k.a. “biomass”) pickup for this event, and 
once we have a date, we’ll also offer the opportunity for residents to 
receive a free consultation on reducing your home’s wildfire exposure 
risk. Don’t let recent rains fool you into thinking that we’re out of 

harm’s way when it comes to wildfire risk. Rain makes plants grow, 
and when those plants dry out in the summer, the risk of a wildfire 
risk actually increases.

Jester and Lakewood Hold Joint Firewise Event
by Jeffrey Shapiro

Spread holiday cheer by lighting up our neighborhood!  This 
year’s judging will take place between December 10th and 13th, 
so make sure your homes are dazzling and bright!

To ensure our judges drive by ALL homes with lights/
decorations in Jester, please register your address, or nominate 
your neighbor’s house, by emailing Rossi at rossibyrne@gmail.
com or calling 512-382-6201.

C O N T E S T
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of the month prior to the issue. (Continued on Page 3)

by Teresa Gouldie, Social Chairman
Our Halloween Parade drew a big crowd this year as our 

neighborhood children gathered at Jester Club dressed in some 
incredibly imaginative costumes. Led by a decorated golf cart, the 
children and their parents provided a sea of color as they marched 
up Jester, around Basil and back to the club. Upon their return, the 
children were treated to refreshments and an assortment of games 
and activities, including the ever-popular “prize walk”. Two amazing 
balloon artists (sponsored by Jester Business Alliance, a group of 
businesses “down the hill” – see ad) created some incredible balloon 
art for our kiddos. A great time was had by all!

 A special thank you, as always, goes out to Terri Milan and Jester 
Club for providing the location. Thanks also to the amazing teenagers 
who got up early and helped with the event: Annabel Martin, Kevin 
Sipple, Leya Khan, Mackenzie O’Connell, Olivia Gonzales, Tyler 
Sudderth, Kevin Moore, Kaitlin Moore, Sean Moore and Caroline 
Moore. Our adult volunteers included Eva Wisser, Karl Van Reusen, 
Matt Allen, Tessie Allen, Kathy Barmettler, Elyse Barmettler, Jennifer 
Colos and Keith O’Brien. Thanks to all of these great people for 
creating memories for our Jester children!

We are in need of volunteers for our “Santa on a Fire Truck” event 
on December 3rd. Please contact me at tgouldie@gmail.com or call 
me at 512-751-8000 if you can participate.

HALLOWEEN
PARADE

JESTER
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(Continued on Page 4)

(Continued from Page 2)



4     The Jester Warbler - December 2016	 Copyright © 2016 Peel, Inc.

Jester Estates
(Continued from Page 3)

NOW ENROLLING

CCOA-WESTLAKE 
8100 Bee Caves Rd 
Austin, TX 78746 
512.329.6633

CCOA NORTHWEST AUSTIN 
6507 Jester Boulevard 

Building 2 
Austin, TX 78750 
512.795.8300

CCOA-STEINER RANCH
4308 N. Quinlan Park Rd. 

Suite 100 
Austin, TX 78732 

512.266.6130

childrenscenterofaustin.com
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www.britexdental.com

No Insurance - No Problem
Don’t let your dental benefits or flexible spending accounts 

expire. Call today to schedule your appointment.
We can help you maximize your benefits and minimize

your out of pocket expenses.

2 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS

Britex of Boulder Lane
10200 Boulder Lane # 300 

Austin, TX 78726
512-362-7130

Britex of Bull Creek
7300 Ranch Road 2222  # 216
Austin, TX 78730
512-343-9000

Check out our reviews on Yelp, Google, and Facebook!
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Welcome
COMMITTEE NEWS

The Welcome Committee managed to deliver 7 welcome bags this 
month, even though it’s getting dark early. We don’t like showing up 
unannounced after dark, but fortunately the new residents haven’t 
hesitated to open the doors for us! We actually caught up, delivering 
bags to everyone we knew had moved in.

WE DELIVERED BAGS TO:
1) Stuart and Mary, now residing on the 8100 block of Jester. They 

moved from Seattle, but were in Charleston the 4 years preceding 
that. They have a great view and love it! Plus they’re happy to have 
met many of their neighbors already.

2) Poorima and Raghu, with their 2 boys, moved to Elander 
Drive. They just moved from Steiner Ranch, in order to get a little 
closer to town.

3) Jean and Clint moved from East Austin to the 7100 block of 
Anaqua.

4) Sara, Eric, and their daughter Lily moved from the Forest Creek 
area of Round Rock to the 8000 block of Jester.

5) Dan and Rachel, with Kirra, Rivers, and Saxon moved from 
the Great Hills area to the 8100 block of Bottlebrush.

6) Amanda and Daniel, with their children Talia, Jonah and Ari, 
moved from a rental in Jester to their own home on the 8000 block 
of Bottlebrush.

7) Tim and Lorena moved to the 6700 block of Beauford Drive in 
September. Their previous home was in Avery Ranch, so they really 
do feel closer to town!

If you live near any new residents, please stop by and introduce 
yourself! Also, please contact JoAnn Welles at (512) 484-7588 or 
joann-welles@sbcglobal.net if you’ve moved to Jester lately and we 
haven’t welcomed you officially. We may have tried to deliver a bag 
to you but not found you home. 

Amanda and children on Bottlebrush Tim and Lorena on Beauford

Eric, Sara and Lily on Jester

Mary and Stuart on Jester Blvd
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WILDLIFE HABITATWILDLIFE HABITAT

8017 Bottlebrush
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While most people are familiar with the tropical, non-native 
species of Christmas Cactus (Schlumbergera sp.) often sold as 
houseplants, not all are aware that we have a native Christmas Cactus 
(Cylindropuntia leptocaulis) here in Texas.   Our Christmas Cactus, 
also called Tasajillo, Pencil Cactus, Christmas Cholla, and Desert 
Christmas Cactus, is a true cactus much more adapted to our types 
of soils and climate. Common in the central and western parts of 
Texas, this plant’s species name, leptocaulis, means ‘slender-stemmed’, 
and it is a very good descriptor of its form.

Upright, shrub-like, with many branches made up of slender, 
cylindrical jointed segments, this 2 to 5 foot tall plant is most often 
found growing in sandy or bottomland soils, having a trunk or main 
stem up to 4 inches in diameter with thicket-forming stems that 
exhibit various shades of green and feature a solid, woody internal 
core.  While occasionally spineless, it typically has very slender, 1 to 
2 inch grayish-white spines grouped with much tinier spines, along 
each stem.  Botanists now think that two forms grow in Texas, a 
‘long-spine’ form and a ‘short-spine’ form.  Its leaves are very small, 
often not even noticed before they fall early in the growing season.  
Small, pale, yellow-green flowers appear at irregular intervals in 
April/May and July/August, opening in late afternoon or evening.  
But the true color display occurs in December, when its fruits turn 
conspicuously bright red and seemingly cover the plant like it has 
been festooned for the holiday season.

Christmas Cactus can grow from seed, but it is much more likely 
to spread by cloning.  The jointed stems can easily detach without 
harming the rest of the plant, and they are dotted with areoles, a 
structural feature of cacti that contain buds. All a stem needs to do 
is come in contact with the right soil, and it can take root and grow 
a whole new plant.

While the Christmas Cactus can be a nuisance if it develops in 
the wrong areas, it can also provide desirable value to wildlife and to 
humans.  Growing best under the protection of other vegetation, it 
offers dense cover for a variety of nesting birds and provides a good 
food source for white-tailed deer, bobwhite, wild turkey, most bird 
species, and many small mammals.  From a human perspective, 
Christmas Cactus has a good ornamental value in a mostly xeric 
landscape, as it stands out in the bleak winter landscape, adorned 
with red fruit when most other vegetation is bare. 

Several sources describe the fruits of the Christmas Cactus as 
edible, even intoxicating.  But they are so small, and the spines so 
troublesome, that the plant usually yields only a sporadic nibble to 
the curious human. Nevertheless, native tribes made it part of their 
traditional diet, noting that the fruits, also called tunas, are vaguely 
sweet with a taste similar to the fruit of a prickly pear cactus.

Take the time to get to know our native Christmas Cactus and 
consider adding it to your wildscape.  You will easily learn to fall in 
love with its prickly nature, especially at Christmas time!

Send your nature-related questions to naturewatch@austin.rr.com 
and we’ll do our best to answer them.  If you enjoy reading these 
articles, check out our book, Nature Watch Austin (published by 
Texas A&M University Press), and our blog at naturewatchaustin.
blogspot.com.

NATURE WATCH by Jim and Lynne Weber

Tasajillo bloom

Tasajillo fruit

Christmas Cactus
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STEVE’S PLUMBING
REPAIR
• Water Pressure Problems
• Sewer & Drain Service
• Fiber Optic Drain
   Line Inspections
• Free Estimates
• Satisfaction Guaranteed

Steve Brougher
2605 Buell Ave

Master License: M-39722

512.276.7476
satisfaction guaranteedfree estimates

water pressure problems
�ber optic drain line inspectionssewer & drain service 

Steve Brougher
276-7476  ∙ 2605 Buell Ave

STEVE’S
PLUMBING

REPAIR
Master 
License: 

M-39722

satisfaction guaranteedfree estimates

water pressure problems
�ber optic drain line inspectionssewer & drain service 

Steve Brougher
276-7476  ∙ 2605 Buell Ave

STEVE’S
PLUMBING

REPAIR
Master 
License: 

M-39722

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of 
their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its 
employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in 
articles submitted by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for 
the advertising content with this publication. All warranties and representations 
made in the advertising content are solely that of the advertiser and any such 
claims regarding its content should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints 
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of 
such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher 
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes, 
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of 
misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other 
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, 
except as limited to liabilities stated above.

At no time will any source be allowed to use the Jester Estates Community 
Newsletter contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, 
nor in any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. 
for the purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political 
campaigns, or other self amplification, under penalty of law without written 
or expressed permission from the Jester Estates Homeowner's Association and 
Peel, Inc. The information in the newsletter is exclusively for the private use of 
Jester Estates residents only.

JESTER HOA HAS A 
NEW WEBSITE!

The HOA has a new updated, website.  Besides HOA 
documents and contact information, it will keep you 
informed on the social events throughout the year.

WWW.JESTERHOA.COM

NOT AVAILABLE
ONLINE
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December Events

Happy Holidays!

Ice Skating on the Plaza
Our city’s only public, outdoor ice skating rink!
Christmas Wine Affair - Most coveted wine trail of the year
North Pole Flyer
A train ride with a visit from Santa & Mrs. Claus + hot cocoa
The Nutcracker
Ballet Austin presents an evening of magic!
Gingerbread Workshops - Create a candy-covered holiday tradition!
Cinderella - Tony Award-winning Broadway musical
Austin Trail of Lights at Zilker Park
Elvis and Me:  An Evening with Priscilla Presley
The original first lady of Rock n Roll has stories to share
Armadillo Christmas Bazaar
One of Austin’s longest running art and music festivals
Los Lonely Boys + The Bright Light Social Hour
Grammy Award-winning rock power trio
Holiday Heroes
Hilariously fun holiday sing-along for ages 3 & up
Robert Earl Keen’s “Merry Christmas from the Fam-O-Lee”
“The road goes on forever…”
Harlem Globetrotters World Tour
Get ready for some amazing basketball fun
Willie Nelson and Family New Year
Austin’s hometown Grammy Award-winning musician
Austin’s New Year - Free family-friendly event… & fireworks!

Whole Foods Downtown
wholefoodsmarket.com
texaswinetrail.com
austinsteamtrain.org

The Long Center
thelongcenter.org 
thinkeryaustin.org
texasperformingarts.org
austintrailoflights.org
Paramount Theatre
austintheatre.org
Palmer Events Center
armadillobazaar.com
The Moody Theater
acl-live-com
Zach Theatre
zachtheatre.org
The Moody Theater
acl-live-com
Erwin Center
uterwincenter.com
Moody Theatre
acl-live.com
austintexas.gov

Dec. 1 - 
Jan. 9
Dec. 2 - 18
Dec. 3 - 4,
10-11, 17-18
Dec. 3 - 23

Dec. 3 - 24
Dec. 6 - 11
Dec. 10 - 23
Dec. 14

Dec. 14 - 24

Dec. 15

Dec. 17

Dec. 20

Dec. 28

Dec. 29 - 31

Dec. 31

May your holidays 
be jolly days & your new year 

bright with cheer!


