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MCIA OFFICE 
Pending ............................................... MCIA General Manager
Catherine Martin, Randi Cahill ...............................Office Staff

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday - Thursday .................................. 9:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Friday ............................... 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Central Time 

Closed Saturday, Sunday, and holidays.
Telephone........................................................... 713-729-2167 
Fax  .....................................................................713-729-0048
General Email ..........................................office@meyerland.net
Architectural Control ............................... randi@meyerland.net
Community Assistance ....................... catherine@meyerland.net

4999 West Bellfort St., Houston, TX 77035
Visit our website at www.meyerland.net

SECURITY
Precinct 5 Constable (including burglar alarms)  ..........281-463-6666
Emergency .......................................................................... 911
Houston Police Dept. Non-Emergency ........................713-884-3131

CITY OF HOUSTON
Houston Help & Information... ...............311 or 713-837-0311
District C Council Member, Ellen Cohen ...........832-393-3004
Meyer Branch Library .........................................832-393-1840
Godwin Park Community Center .......................713-393-1840
CENTERPOINT ENERGY 
Electric outages or electric emergencies
  ............................................713-207-2222 or 800-332-7143
Suspected natural gas leak
  ............................................713-659-2111 or 888-876-5786

For missed garbage pickup, water line break, dead animals, traffic signals, 
and other city services, dial 311. Some mobile phone users may need 
to dial 713-837-0311.

 
EXECUTIVE BOARD
President ...................................................................Larry Rose
Vice-President .................................................................Vacant
Treasurer ............................................................ Gerald Radack
Secretary ........................................................... Marlene Rocher

SECTION DIRECTORS
Charles Goforth ..........................................................Section 1
Bill Goforth.................................................................Section 1
Open ...........................................................................Section 2
Emilio Hisse ................................................................Section 2
Open ...........................................................................Section 3
Cary Robinson ............................................................Section 4
Gary Altergott .............................................................Section 5
Open ...........................................................................Section 5
Open ...........................................................................Section 6
Lisa Gossett .................................................................Section 6
Gerda Gomez ..............................................................Section 7
Austin Knight..............................................................Section 7
Marlene Rocher ................................................ Section 8 North
Paul Connor ..................................................... Section 8 North
Bryan Holub .....................................................Section 8 South
Jordan Longerot ................................................Section 8 South
Larry Rose. ......................................................... Section 8 West
Steve Fowlkes ..................................................... Section 8 West
Ross Cunningham .....................................................Section 10
Robert Lordi .............................................................Section 10
Open ............................................................................At-Large
Gerald Radack ..............................................................At-Large
Elizabeth Black Berry ................................................ Ex Officio

IMPORTANT CONTACTS

NEWSLETTER INFORMATION

MCIA Publications Committee
Gerald Radack - Editor

Amy Hoechstetter
Gerda Gomez

Shirley Hou
Marlene Rocher

Joyce Young

Send comments to meyerlander@meyerland.net

Publisher - Peel Inc. ........................................ www.peelinc.com
Advertising .......................................................1-888-687-6444

Photo Opt Out - If you do not want your home’s photograph featured 
in the newsletter, please send an e-mail to meyerlander@meyerland.net 
with your address and the subject line “Opt-Out.”

Ad Disclaimer Statement - The Meyerland Community Improvement 
Association neither represents nor endorses the accuracy or reliability 
of any advertisement in our newsletter. We strongly encourage you to 
do your own due diligence before responding to any advertisement.

Meyerlander and Meyerlander Monthly are trademarks of the 
Meyerland Community Improvement Association (MCIA).

© Copyright MCIA 2016, All Rights Reserved

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
To contact a member of the Board of Directors, please visit

www.meyerland.net and click Contact Us.
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Blooms are “Spring”-ing forth in the 
well-manicured gardens at 4962 

Dumfries in Section 8 South.

Save the Date
 Annual Meeting

Every year the Meyerland Community Improvement Association 
meets with its membership for a “State of the Union” address. At this 
meeting, residents will hear a recap of the activities of the board over 
the past year and learn about the direction for the new year to come. 
A special speaker will be invited to enlighten the crowd on key issues 
facing Meyerland today and in the future. New Directors are also 
voted onto the Board at the annual meeting. It is a great opportunity 
to socialize with your neighbors and enjoy tasty refreshments. Watch 
our website, read our Meyerlander and look for our email blasts to 
see who will be this year’s speaker at our meeting. We look forward 
to seeing you on March 23th. 

Thursday, March 23, 2017
7:00 p.m.

Location to be determined

Super Bowl Sunday
Houston will come alive on Sunday, February 5, 2017 when it hosts 

Super Bowl LI at NRG Stadium.  The super bowl game decides the 
league champion of the 2016 season between the American Football 
Conference (AFC) and the National Football Conference (NFC).  
This will be Houston’s third time to host the Super Bowl.  The city also 
hosted Super Bowl VIII in 1974 and Super Bowl XXXVIII in 2004. 

February is Junk Waste 
Collection Month

Wednesday, February 8th
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Editor’s Note: the annual letter from the president accompanied 
the mailed 2017 Assessment Notices. An abridged version is reprinted 
below:

Dear MCIA Member,
You should have now received your 2017 invoice for the annual 

Meyerland Community Improvement Association (MCIA) 
Maintenance Fee and Security Assessment. If appropriate, past due 
assessments, legal fees and other amounts due to the MCIA were also 
included in the invoice. Unpaid amounts will be considered delinquent 
after February 1, 2017. Property owners will be charged on April 1, 
2017, a 10% interest fee per annum for all unpaid maintenance fees.

The maintenance fee for 2017 has increased to 2.1461 cents per 
square foot of lot area for all Meyerland properties. The board is re-
instituting annual increases, at the rate decided by the United States 
Department of Labor each year, as expenses have increased as well. This 
will result in an average increase of $3.62 per lot. The Association has 
not increased the maintenance fee since 2007. The volunteer Board 
of Directors and the professional staff work hard to keep costs low 
by searching for ways to bring value to the neighborhood on a cost 
effective basis.

Meyerland will maintain seven Harris County Precinct 5 deputies 
on patrol for 2017. The Security Assessment remains a flat rate of 
$237.17 per lot and fully covers the cost of this contract. This cost is 
a function of the number of deputies that patrol under our contract 
and is set by Harris County. All City neighborhoods pay the same rate 
per deputy. The County requires that each lot within the contract be 
charged an equal amount. The rate charged by the County is currently 
unchanged from 2016.

Your Association will finish 2016 in solid financial condition. Each 
year an independent CPA firm audits the MCIA financial records. 
Complete annual audit reports are posted on the website.

In the upcoming year, we intend to continue our focus on updating 
the restrictions and policies. Ongoing progress will continue with the 
sections hardest hit by the floods of 2015 and 2016 as we support the 
reconstruction, renovation and other improvements homeowners are 
making to their lots. Additionally, the Board, MCIA committees, and 
MCIA staff are devoting time and effort to working with the City, 
State, County and Federal governments to demonstrate the sense of 
urgency necessary to complete the Project Brays improvements and the 
subsequent removal of some of the Meyerland lots from the 100-year 
floodplain. Furthermore, we expect to complete all of the scheduled 
improvements to the grounds MCIA works diligently to maintain.

If you want to be part of the decisions made for this outstanding 
neighborhood, let us know. The board needs dedicated, decisive 
people who have a strong desire to see the growth and success of 
our neighborhood. We can be be contacted via email at office@
meyerland.net or by phone at 713-729-2167.

Letter from
the President

By Larry Rose

Do You Want to be  
a Director?

Each year approximately one half of the potential twenty-three 
Board of Directors seats are up for election. We encourage all of our 
homeowners to consider taking on this important role in ensuring that 
each section is represented. If you are interested in running for one of 
these board positions, the following is what you will need to know.

Board member responsibilities:
*The members of the Board of Directors are required to follow 

the Code of Ethics (found on the Meyerland website/About MCIA/
Board of Directors)

*Mandatory board meetings are held at 7:30 p.m. on the second 
Monday of every month and usually last between one and two hours.

*There are two and sometimes three additional events annually that 
all Directors are required to attend and assist at (such as the Annual 
Meeting or Afternoon in the Park).

*Board members discuss and determine appropriate actions to 
take regarding financial, legal, management and contract issues 
(such as building annual budgets, enforcing of the association 
documents, and establishing and/or updating sound rules and 
policies, among other things).

*Board members must participate in, and guide, committees 
ensuring appropriate actions are taken to support that which is in the 
best interest of the association membership.

Additional dates you will be required to attend events:
Please note that the election of the Board of Directors will take 

place on Thursday, March 23, 2017, at 7:00 p.m. at a local school. 
Attendance at this Annual Meeting by those running for a board seat 
is not mandatory, however, if you are elected, you will be required to 
attend Board Member Training which will take place on (date TBD) 
and your induction will be at the April 10, 2017 board meeting.

Communicating your candidacy:
Those interested in running for a board seat should send an email to 

the Secretary of the MCIA stating your intent to run for office (send 
to office@meyerland.net with “Candidate” written in the subject box). 
Please include a short biography (up to 150 words) explaining why you 
want to be a Director for your section. Also, please include a photo of 
yourself, in jpeg format, that can be included on the formal ballot. The 
deadline for submissions to be published in the Meyerlander and 
included on the mailed ballot is February 13, 2017. Should you miss 
this deadline but would like to be considered as a candidate; you may 
submit your information as a “write-in candidate” to the Secretary no 
later than noon on March 22, 2017. If you are unsure of your “section” 
please visit our website (Meyerland.net – General Information – Find 
Your Section) to determine where your property is located.

Open seats:
All sections (1 through 8, 10 and At Large) have at least one 

Director’s position that is up for re-election. A Director completing 
his/her term is allowed by state law to run for the board seat again.
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Hillcroft  
Expansion Defeated

We are pleased to announce that the concern about the Hillcroft 
expansion is no more. The City of Houston listened to the many 
constituents who expressed extreme opposition to the expansion of 
Hillcroft between Bissonnet and Beechnut from 4 lanes of traffic to 
6 lanes of traffic.  After much deliberation, the project was approved 
to go forward with most of the improvements and without adding 
additional lanes.

The project plans were modified to keep Hillcroft to four lanes while 
replacing the asphalt with concrete, ensuring new curbs, sidewalks, 
street lights, and traffic signals.  In addition, the esplanades will be left 
largely untouched thus leaving the trees intact and also replacing the 
water lines.  The water lines will not be enlarged, but that is due to 
the fact that the street is not being widened.

This could not have been possible without the extensive support from 
the homeowners of Section 10, other Meyerland residents, and the 
residents of the surrounding communities.  This was a true community 
effort and it shows the power of the people.  We appreciate the City of 
Houston for listening to and responding to the wishes of the residents 
in preserving their neighborhood environment.

What Did Herod Families 
Do Over the Holidays?

For many, the holidays are a time of family, food, faith, and 
tradition. For families with children in school, the holidays are an 
opportune time for traveling to see loved ones and making new 
memories. Herod families took advantage of the winter break to 
venture out of our great city and had a wonderful time doing it.

Herod parents Patrick and Erika Drake took their three children 
to New Orleans. "We try to visit New Orleans every year to celebrate 
our anniversary. We got married in New Orleans so it's a very 
special city to us. We love the energy and music; the architecture 
and history; the food and the people. People may not think of New 
Orleans as a perfect family destination, but it really is! We really 
enjoyed riding the streetcar, eating amazing cuisine, visiting the 
hotel where we were married, and walking the streets of the French 
Quarter. The kids heard live jazz and other music from around the 
world and danced along to it all!”

Meg Guion, a second grade parent, traveled to Florida with 
her family. "We had a fabulous road trip to Dunedin, Florida and 
Disneyworld! We were lucky to stay at Fort Wilderness and enjoy 
three of the Disney parks! On the way home we stayed at a fabulous 
hotel in Mobile, AL. The road trip was a part of the fun!"

Marci Dallas, a third grade parent, ventured to Washington, 
D.C. for a memorable historical trip with her family. "Camryn 
loves the musical Hamilton. Through the musical she has become 

very interested in American 
history, so over the break 
we went to D.C. to visit the 
the Museum of American 
History and to Virginia 
to tour Mount Vernon 
and Monticello. She had 
learned about many of the 
monuments in school and 
was excited to see them - 
especially the Washington 
Monument and Lincoln 
Memorial - along with 
White House and Capitol 
building. I realized on the 
trip that I had forgotten 
a lot of the history that I 
learned in school and it 
was fun to learn it all again 
through her eyes."

One thing is for sure, 
whether it's out of town 

or out of the country, there's no better time to go on an adventure 
than on a school vacation! Happy travels!

Camryn Dallas, 3rd grade

by Natalie Johnston

QualityPrintingOfAustin.com
512.263.9181

From design to print to mail,
Quality Printing can help you
with all of your printing needs! 
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Incredible Renovations 

 “On Time. On Budget...Guaranteed!” 

            ONE STOP SHOP: 
Structural Engineer, Architectural Designer,  

Interior Designer on Staff 
     DEPENDABLE: 

On Time On Budget…Guaranteed! 
ACCOMPLISHED: 

BBB Award of Excellence for 
Last 8 Years 

EXPERIENCED: 
      Over 38 Years Designing &  

Building Homes 
 

Build New—Remodel-Flood Proof 
            CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATE 
                    (713) 532-2526  
     www.incrediblerenovations.com 

December is a busy time for most schools. For Lovett Elementary, the 
month was busy with numerous Holiday programs, the Coin-a-Day 
Challenge fundraiser, the Fall Book Fair and class parties! Amongst all the 
hustle and bustle in the school, the Student Council at Lovett Elementary 
still remembered that December is a time to give. This year 
they chose to give to the Agape Manor Home.

The student council at Lovett Elementary is comprised of 
students in grades 3-5. This year there are 80 students and 
5 officers. These students are considered leaders on campus 
and expected to uphold Lovett’s high standards in academics 
and behavior. To become a council member, students must 
attend the first meeting of the year and fill out an application 
about what projects they would like the Student Council to be involved in. 
The students must attend monthly meetings after school and continue to 
be positive examples to their fellow students throughout the year. Finding 
ways to support the school and community is one of the missions of the 
student council. This year, their goal is to support 4 different community 
organizations through fundraisers and donation drives.

During the month of November and December, the student council 
asked for new toy/gift donations for the Agape Manor Home. Agape 

Manor is a foster care service that has kids from ages 0-20. Their mission 
is to create a safe and supportive environment for abused and neglected 
children. The student council members at Lovett made posters and 
did morning announcements to create awareness in hopes to provide a 

wide range of gifts to meet the needs of all the different 
age groups that the Agape Manor Home supports. Ms. 
Marshall, one of the 4th grade teachers who helps to 
oversee the Student Council explained, “I had heard of 
this organization and I thought it would be a good idea 
for our students to help kids that are less fortunate than 
they are.” When asked how successful the drive was for the 
school community, Ms. Marshall replied, “ It was a huge 

success! The students were excited to help! They wanted to do all they 
could for the kids. I hope we can continue this every year”.

Building awareness for the needs in our community and knowing 
that they can make a difference is important for students to understand. 
As for future projects, some of the student council officers have 
expressed an interest in helping the HSPCA in the spring. Their hope 
is to raise some money to donate to the animal shelter in any way they 
can. Well done Lovett Elementary Student Council!

Lovett’s Student Council Remembers the Gift of Giving
by Pauline Mathiesen
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Common Structural Termites
There are three main types of termites that can cause problems 

for homeowners in Texas- native subterranean termites, formosan 
subterranean termites and drywood termites.

Native subterranean termites have nests in the soil and must 
maintain contact with soil or an above-ground moisture source to 
survive. If native subterranean termites move to areas above ground 
they make shelter (mud) tubes of fecal material, saliva and soil to 
protect themselves.

Native subterranean termite workers and soldiers.

Formosan termites are a more voracious type of subterranean 
termite. These termites have been spread throughout Texas through 
transport of infested material or soil. Formosan termites build carton 
nests that allow them to survive above ground without contact with 
the soil. Nests are often located in hollow spaces, such as wall voids.

Formosan subterranean termite workers and soldiers.

Formosan termites feed on a wider variety of cellulose than other 
subterranean termites, including live plants (and can be found living 
and feeding on trees), consuming both spring and summer growth 
wood whereas native subterranean termites feed only on spring 
growth. Formosan termites have also been known to chew through 
non-cellulose materials such as soft metals, plaster or plastic.

Drywood termites do not need contact with soil and reside in 
sound, dry wood. These termites obtain moisture from the wood 
they digest. Drywood termites create a dry fecal pellet that can be 
used as an identifying characteristic. They have smaller colonies- 
around 1,000 termites- than subterranean termites; they also do 
not build shelter tubes.

Drywood termite fecal pellets.

If you are concerned that you may have termites, call a pest 
management professional to inspect your home for termites.

For more information or help with identification, contact Wizzie 
Brown, Texas AgriLife Extension Service Program Specialist at 
512.854.9600. Check out my blog at www.urban-ipm.blogspot.com

The information given herein is for educational purposes only. 
Reference to commercial products or trade names is made with 
the understanding that no discrimination is intended and no 
endorsement by Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service or the Texas 
A&M AgriLife Research is implied.

The Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service provides equal access in 
its programs, activities, education and employment, without regard 
to race, color, sex, religion, national origin, disability, age, genetic 
information, veteran status, sexual orientation or gender identity.
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TREATMENT FOR THE MOST COMPLEX 
NEUROLOGICAL CONDITIONS.  
At Houston Methodist Neurological Institute, our physicians collaborate across specialties to 
diagnose and treat common to complex neurological disorders. As the highest nationally ranked 
neurology and neurosurgery hospital in Texas, we offer clinical trials and advanced technologies, 
bringing advanced treatment options to those who have few. 

Our team of physicians treats a variety of disorders, including

houstonmethodist.org/ni
713.441.3850

•  ALS and other
 neuromuscular disorders
•  Alzheimer’s disease and 
 memory disorders 

•  Back and neck pain
•  Brain and spinal tumors
•  Cerebrovascular disease
•  Cranial and spinal disorders 

•  Epilepsy and seizures
•  Headaches and migraines 
•  Movement disorders

Meyerland is full of big, beautiful trees. Now that it is the winter 
season, many of the leaves have fallen and the tree branches are more 
visible. These branches may need to be pruned for a variety of reasons 
including diseased or storm-damaged branches, thinning the crown 
to permit new growth, reducing the height of the tree, removing 
obstructing lower branches or to shape the tree for design purposes.

The best time to prune a tree is during the dormant season which 
is typically late fall and winter. Dead branches can and should be 
removed at any time. Pruning trees during the dormant season 
minimizes sap loss, risk of fungus infection or insect infestation, 
and stress to the tree.

The crown of the tree after pruning should be approximately two-
thirds of the tree height. Thinning the crown of the tree will improve 
airflow. If the branches are crossing or rubbing together, they should 
be trimmed in order to keep from falling unexpectedly. Trim branches 
that have weak V-shaped narrow angles and retain the branches that 
have strong U-shaped angles. Branches are easier to prune when they 
are young and they leave less scarring. It is possible to save a tree by 

strategically pruning away the affected branches and limbs.
When thinning the crown of the tree the lateral branches should 

be as evenly spaced as possible and never remove more than one-
fourth of a living crown at one time. If the crown needs to be 
thinned by more than one-fourth, spread it out over a number of 
years. Live branches should be maintained on at least two-thirds of 
the tree’s height. Lower branches can be removed to raise the crown 
and provide clearance for pedestrians or for other aesthetic reasons.

Because Meyerland is an older community there are lots of large 
trees of many varieties. If you have deciduous trees in your yard, it is 
the perfect time of year to see the shape of your tree without foliage 
and whether or not the tree is in need of pruning. Pine trees require 
very little pruning, but it is still best to prune these trees during their 
dormant season (late winter to early spring).

With a little careful trimming and removal of dead or diseased 
branches during the winter months, Meyerland will continue to be 
an inviting neighborhood for everyone passing by during the spring 
and summer months when the trees are back in full bloom.

To Prune or Not to Prune
by Joyce Young
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Attention KIDS: Send Us Your Masterpiece!

MEY

Color the drawing below and mail the finished artwork to us at:
Peel, Inc. - Kids Club
308 Meadowlark St

Lakeway, TX 78734-4717
We will select the top few and post their artwork on our Facebook Page - Facebook.com/PeelInc.

DUE: Feb 28th
Be sure to include the following so we can let 

you know!

Name: _______________________________

(first name, last initial)

    Age:________________
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PEEL, INC.
community newsletters

Katie Tagliavia
ktaglivia@peelinc.com • 617.642.3076

Sales Representative

ELECTRICAL SERVICES
 SERVICING ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS

713.467.1125 or 281.897.0001
www.WiredES.com

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED

• Panel Upgrades
• Home Inspections
• TV Install/Mounting
• Troubleshooting
• Remodeling
• Landscaping Lighting
• Home Generators

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
LICENSED & INSURED

24-7 SERVICE

Take $25.00 Off Your 
Next Service Call

TECL 22809 Master 100394

At no time will any source be allowed to use The Meyerlander's contents, or 
loan said contents, to others in any way, shape or form, nor in any media, 
website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose of 
solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or other 
self amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed permission 
from Peel, Inc. The information in the Meyerland Newsletter is exclusively for 
the private use of the Meyerland HOA and Peel, Inc.
DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. 
Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted 
by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content 
with this publication. All warranties and representations made in the advertising 
content are solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content 
should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or 
failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such 
advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher 
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes, 
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of 
misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other 
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, 
except as limited to liabilities stated above.
* The Meyerland HOA does not endorse any products, services, or goods 
mentioned in the newsletter.

Sudoku
The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© 2007. Feature Exchange
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SUDOKU

Sudoku
The goal is to fill in the grid so that every row, every column, and

every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9. Each digit may
appear only once in each row, each column, and each 3x3 box.
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SHOW OFF
YOUR SUPERHERO

Parents this is your chance to brag on your kiddos.
We want pictures of your kids doing everyday things, 

school events, plays, sports, etc.
Send in your pictures to be featured in the

Meyerlander Monthly.
E-mail your pictures to meyerlander@meyerland.net 

by the 10th of the month.
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