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Letter from the Board of Directors

FEBRUARY 2017
VOLUME 10 ISSUE 2

Each year, the Barton Springs/Edwards Aquifer Conservation 
District, in collaboration with our permittees, offers 
scholarships for two different age groups.

    Camp Scholarship available for students age 9-15  
$2,500 Kent Butler Memorial Scholarship  

available for Juniors and Seniors in High School

 Aquatic Science Adventure Camp Scholarship  
available for students ages 9-15

Many thanks to Centex Materials, Creedmoor Water Supply 
Corporation, Texas Lehigh Cement Company, Goforth Special 
Utility District, and Oak Forest for donating all or a portion of 
their Conservation Credits to the scholarship fund. The scholarship 
program would not be a success without these generous donations!

Water Conservation Scholarship

Applications for both contests must be received by 5:00pm 
on Wednesday, March 22. Winners are typically announced in 
June. Find out more: http://bseacd.org/education/scholarships/
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EMERGENCY NUMBERS
EMERGENCY........................................................... 911
Fire.............................................................................. 911
Ambulance.................................................................. 911
Sheriff – Non-Emergency............................512-974-0845
SCHOOLS
Elementary
	 Clayton....................................................512-841-9200
	 Kiker........................................................512-414-2584
	 Mills........................................................512-841-2400
	 Patton......................................................512-414-1780
Middle
	 Bailey.......................................................512-414-4990
	 Small........................................................512-841-6700
	 Gorzycki..................................................512-841-8600
High School
	 Austin......................................................512-414-2505
	 Bowie.......................................................512-414-5247
UTILITIES
Water/Wastewater
 City of Austin............................................512-972-0101
 City of Austin (billing).............................. 512-494-9400
 Emergency.................................................512-972-1000
Texas State Gas
 Customer Service....................................1-800-700-2443
 Gas related emergency.............................1-800-959-5325
Pedernales Electric Cooperative
 New service, billing....................................512-219-2602
 Problems....................................................512-219-2628
ATT/SBC Telephone
 New Service............................................1-800-288-2020
 Repair.....................................................1-800-246-8464
 Billing.....................................................1-800-288-2020
Allied Waste................................................512-247-5647
Time Warner Cable.....................................512-485-5555
OTHER NUMBERS
Oak Hill Postal Station.............................1-800-275-8777
City of Austin 
 Dead Animal Collection.............................512-494-9400
 Abandoned/Disabled Vehicles....................512-974-8119
 Stop Sign Missing/Damaged......................512-974-2000
 Street Light Outage (report pole#).............512-505-7617
NEWSLETTER PUBLISHER
Peel, Inc.............................................. 512-263-9181
Article Submissions.......... villagegazette@peelinc.com
Advertising........................advertising@PEELinc.com

IMPORTANT NUMBERS

PROTECT YOUR PLANTS:

Water your plants thoroughly ahead of time. You need 
to be sure the roots are wet, not just the leaves. Much of 
freeze damage is from dehydration. Watering before a 
freeze could make a big difference in your tropicals and 
tender perennials.

Cover your delicate plants. Remember, you want to be 
sure the roots are protected, covered, or mulched well. Even 
if you lose the top growth of these tender plants, if the roots 
are alive the plants will come back in the spring. Do not 
cover them with plastic touching the leaves of your plants. If 
possible, use woven frost protection sheets such as N-Sulate 
(which can be folded, stored, and reused for many years) or 
sheets and blankets. In a mild freeze or frost, one blanket 
will probably do for most plants. In a hard freeze (below 
30 degrees for any period of time), use a heavy blanket or 
several layers of sheets. You can even add a plastic over that 
if you want, since it won’t be touching the foliage. Also, 
don’t forget to put rocks or something heavy on the edges 
of your N-Sulate or blanket to be sure the wind doesn’t 
blow it away, exposing the roots of your plants.

Don’t do any heavy pruning on freeze-damaged plants 
until late winter, when you think all chance of frost is over.

Remove all protective covering if the sun comes out and 
the temperature goes up, because it can be 32 degrees today 
and 70 degrees tomorrow.

Along with protecting your tender plants during the 
winter, remember it’s not a good idea to fertilize tender 
tropicals that are exposed to outside temperatures during 
these cold months. Fertilizing encourages new growth, 
and that new growth is more vulnerable to freezing and 
near-freezing conditions than old growth is. It’s OK to 
fertilize and encourage growth with indoor or green-housed 
tropicals, although shorter days usually slow down growth 
no matter how much you fertilize.

PROTECT YOUR IRRIGATION SYSTEM:

Your backflow-prevention device is the most important part 
of your irrigation system. It’s also the most vulnerable part of 
your system if there is a freeze. It may be located somewhere 
right outside the garage and next to the foundation. Cover 
the top by wrapping the part that is above ground with a 
towel. It is also best to turn off your valve.

Winter Alert!
Protect Your Plants and 

Irrigation Systems
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WITH HER AT EVERY 
STAGE OF LIFE

COMPREHENSIVE OB/GYN SERVICES

Women have unique healthcare needs at every 
stage of their lives. Seton Family of Doctors – 
Women’s Health offers a personalized approach 
to female patients. We are proud to be part of 
the expert team at Seton Southwest Hospital —
delivering smiles every day.

SETON FAMILY OF DOCTORS - 
WOMEN’S HEALTH

Health Plaza II • 7900 FM 1826, Suite 205
Austin, TX 78737

Accepting new patients.  

Seton.net/WomensHealth

For appointments, 
please call 

512-324-9290.

Michael “Mike” Nix, MD
Obstetrics/Gynecology

WELCOME DR. NIX!

families,” says Connie Coutu, Regional Manager for Ayusa, a 
non-profit promoting global learning and leadership through 
foreign exchange and study abroad opportunities for high school 
students. “The key requirements for a host family are to provide 
a safe and nurturing home environment, genuinely love children, 
and have a desire to learn more about a different culture.”

Families with young children find that hosting an exchange 
student provides their children with an especially unique 
educational experience in the form of an international big brother 
or sister. Without even realizing it, children learn about different 
types of people and different cultural traditions.

“My daughter Kelsie feels as if Isabelle, our exchange student 
from Germany, is an older sister to her,” said Melissa Hughes, 
an Ayusa host mom from Ashville, North Carolina. “They have 
confided in each other, have had movie nights together, and have 
gone to the mall together - much like natural sisters would do. 
Kelsie will never forget Isabelle and they have already planned 
future get-togethers when they are older.”

If you’ve read the newspaper lately, you know that the world can 
be a scary place: wars, economic crisis, revolutions, climate change, 
border disputes, refugees, and protests. So, how do we teach our 
children about the world, and the variety of people in it, when 
most of the examples we read about in the press are so negative?

One life changing way to broaden your child’s world view is to 
volunteer to host a high school foreign exchange student. Foreign 
exchange programs have been around for almost 100 years, and 
their mission has always been the same – to educate people about 
different cultures through person-to-person exchange. What 
better message to pass on to your children?

There are quite a few misconceptions about foreign exchange 
programs – especially around who can host. The biggest misconception 
is that you must have high school aged children when you host a high 
school exchange student. Nothing could be further from the truth.

“We welcome host families of all shapes and sizes – families 
with young children, families with no children, empty nesters 
whose children have left home, single parents and non-traditional 

Bring the World to Your Child by  
Hosting a Foreign Exchange Student

By Vicki Odom

(Continued on Page 5)
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Tommy Hollahan
Branch Manager | Morgage Banker 
NMLS #212398 | NMLS #285997
4425 S. Mopac, Bldg 2, Ste 300
Austin, TX 78735

www.hmsourcemtg.com
tommy@hmsourcemtg.com
512.330.9555

Individualized marketing plan tailored to sell your  
home for top dollar in the shortest amount of time

Professional photography, Virtual  
tour and property specific web page

Customized and professional home staging
Customized commission structure designed to save you thousands and  

allow you to keep more of your hard earned equity 

Individualized marketing plan tailored to sell your home for top dollar  
in the shortest amount of time 

Professional photography, virtual tour and property specific web page 

Extreme Internet, Digital and Social Media marketing  
to ensure maximum exposure 

Customized and professional home staging

K I M  S H E R M A N
Broker / Co Owner
Award winning, top producing agent 
Contact me now to receive the following at 

• Ten Questions to Ask a Realtor  
Before Hiring One

• See if you Qualify for My “
” Program

• List of area recommended  
professionals for home maintenance  

• Free

3355 BEE CAVES ROAD, SUITE 502
AUSTIN, TX 78746
 

www.residentrealtyaustin.com
ksherman@residentrealty.com

Now is the Time to Start  
Getting Ready To Sell

• 10 Questions to Ask a Realtor Before Hiring One

• See if you Qualify for My  

“Buy One, Get One Free” program

• List of area recommended  

professionals for home maintenance

• Free market valuation of your home

www.residentrealtyaustin.com
ksherman@residentrealty.com

512.468.4387

Contact me now to receive the following at no cost :

Kim Sherman
Broker / Co Owner

Award winning, top producing agent
3355 Bee Caves Road, Ste 502

Austin TX, 78746

• Complimentary mortgage planning with Home Source Mortgage
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(Continued from Page 3)

Visit our Oak Hill Location:
6233 W. William Cannon Drive

1Annual Percentage Rate. Actual rate may vary depending on credit qualifications. Rates 
and terms are subject to change without notice. Auto loan rate advertised is our lowest 
rate for the purchase of a new or used vehicle, or the refinance of an existing loan from 
another lender. Federally insured by NCUA.

512-302-5555 
www.atfcu.org

300+ Free ATMs | Free Checking
24 Austin Metro Locations

Auto Loans
New, Used, and Refinance

1.75%
APR1

Up to 60 Monthsas
 lo

w
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Volunteer host families provide foreign exchange students a 
nurturing environment, three meals a day and a bedroom (either 
private or shared with a host sibling of the same gender). Each 
host family and student is supported by a professionally trained 
community representative who works with the family and student for 
the entire program. All interested host families must pass a criminal 
background check and a home visit by an exchange organization.

“In Tunisia, we always hear about Americans and American life 
style, in movies, media, songs, everything, and I know it is different, 
and I wanted to figure out this difference myself,” said Asma, a 
bubbly high school student from Tunisia who spent a school year 
living with the O’Donnell family in Anchorage, Alaska.

Foreign exchange students come from all over the world. Ayusa 
matches host families with students from more than 60 different 
countries including Argentina, China, Ecuador, Egypt, France, 
Germany, Japan, Lebanon, Norway, Pakistan, Sweden, Thailand, 
Tunisia and Turkey. All high school foreign exchange students are 
fully insured, bring their own spending money, and are proficient 
in English – and all high school exchange programs are regulated 
by the U.S. Department of State.

Interested host families are required to fill out an application, 
pass a background check and interview with a local exchange 
program representative in their homes. Once accepted to a 

program, host families can view profiles of students to find the 
right match for their family.

“Hosting an exchange student is a life-changing experience – for 
the student, the host family, and the host community,” says Coutu. 
“There is no better way to teach your children about the world 
around them than through welcoming an international high school 
student into your home.”

Ayusa is currently accepting applications for families to host an 
exchange student for the 2017-2018 school year. For more information 
about hosting a high school foreign exchange student, please contact 
Ayusa at 1.888.552.9872 or by visitingthe website at www.ayusa.org. 
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One of the main reasons Austin is such a wonderful place to live is 
because it is interlaced with a patchwork of preserves, which together 
comprise the Balcones Canyonlands Preserve (BCP) System. In 1992, 
voters in the City of Austin passed Proposition 10, approving $22M 
in bonds for the sole purpose of acquiring and improving lands 
to protect air and water quality, conserve endangered species, and 
provide open space for passive public use. Jointly owned and managed 
by the City of Austin, Travis County, the Lower Colorado River 
Authority, the Nature Conservancy, the Travis Audubon Society, and 
private landowners, the BCP’s ultimate goal is to set aside 30,428 
acres that contribute to the quality of all life here in Austin.

 A multi-agency conservation effort that operates under a regional 
permit issued under the Endangered Species Act by the U.S. Fish & 
Wildlife Service, the BCP consists of several tracts of land in western 
Travis County. It is important to note that a ‘preserve’ is different than 
a ‘park’, and is set aside for the purpose of maintaining a natural state 
rather than developed for recreational use. The BCP protects prime 
habitat for the endangered Golden-cheeked Warbler, a bird species that 
is found only to breed within Central Texas’ specialized mix of native, 
mature Ashe Juniper (often incorrectly called ‘cedar’) and stands of Live, 
Spanish, and Shin oak trees. This type of mixed oak-juniper woodland 
grows mainly on our moist steep-sided canyons and slopes, providing the 
warbler with the food, water, and nest-building material it needs to breed.

In addition to the Golden-cheeked Warbler, 7 other endangered 
species make the preserve system their home, including the Black-
capped Vireo, Tooth Cave Ground Beetle, Tooth Cave Pseudoscorpion, 
Tooth Cave Spider, Kretschmarr Cave Mold Beetle, Bone Cave 
Harvestman, and Bee Creek Cave Harvestman. These last 6 species are 
called karst invertebrates, arthropods that spend their entire existence 
underground in karst formations. These karst features, such as caves, 
sinkholes, cracks, and crevices, were formed by the dissolution of 
calcium carbonate in limestone bedrock by mildly acidic groundwater. 
Over 70 other rare plant and animal species also exist on the preserves, 
making this region one of the most biologically diverse areas in the 
country. As such, Central Texas is happily home to more habitat 
conservation plans than any other region in the United States.

 These wild and beautiful areas require management plans in order for 
them to remain pristine habitats. This includes establishment of secure 
boundaries and rules for access control, maintenance of appropriate 
trails, species monitoring, habitat enhancement, and – last but not 
least – public education and outreach to promote good neighbor 
relations. As Austin residents, we can do our part to become stewards 
of these unique habitats. While in the preserve system, we can stay on 
marked trails, travel only on foot, and “take only photographs, leave 
only footprints.” In our neighborhoods, especially those that border 
preserve tracts, we can landscape with native plants, remove invasive 
plants, eliminate pesticide use, be responsible pet owners, practice water 
conservation, and always respect preserve boundaries.

Most importantly, we can all minimize further negative impacts on 
the fragile habitat that surrounds our neighborhoods by caring for 
the preserves through volunteering. Some of the activities you can 
become involved with in the preserve system include long-term habitat 
restoration, gathering and planting native seeds, removing non-native 
invasive plants, leading guided hikes, and learning about and sharing 
your knowledge of the native plants and animals that make this 
such a special place to live. For more information, visit the Balcones 
Canyonlands Preserve website at http://www.austintexas.gov/bcp.

Send your nature-related questions to naturewatch@austin.
rr.com and we’ll do our best to answer them. If you enjoy reading 
these articles, check out our two books, Nature Watch Austin & 
Nature Watch Big Bend, both published by Texas A&M University 
Press, and our blog at naturewatchaustin.blogspot.com.

NATURE WATCH by Jim and Lynne Weber

The endangered Golden-cheeked Warbler.

The endangered Black-capped Vireo.

The Preserves Around Us
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QualityPrintingOfAustin.com
512.263.9181

From design to print to mail,
Quality Printing can help you
with all of your printing needs! 

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

View answers online at www.peelinc.com

ACROSS
1. Charge 
5. Syrian bishop 
9. Against 
10. Landing 
11. Leaves 
12. Boom box 
13. Allure 
15. African antelope 
16. Polite 
18. Leafy green 
21. Marry 
22. Esophagus 
26. Woken 
28. Goad 
29. Type of tooth 
30. Refer 
31. Posttraumatic stress     

disorder 
32. Sieve

DOWN
1. Nativity scene piece 
2. Competition at the Greek  

games 
3. Capital of the Ukraine 
4. Symbol 
5. Expression of surprise 
6. Emblem 
7. Pickle juice 
8. A ball out of bounds (2 wds.) 
10. Twist violently 
14. Ripper 
17. Strums 
18. Slough 
19. Ross ___, philanthropist 
20. Gods 
23. Brand of sandwich cookie 
24. Seaweed substance 
25. Cabana 
27. Blue

© 2006. Feature ExchangeACROSS
1. Belong 
4. Elevator alternative 
10. Fire remains 
11. Short guy, hairy feet 
12. Manipulate 
13. Indoor 
14. Coaxing 
16. Condensation 
17. Adolescent 
18. South Carolina (abbr.) 
20. New Jersey (abbr.) 
22. Hornet 
26. Rock 
29. Loves 
31. Demonstrate 
33. Government agency 
34. Subordinate 
35. Cause of sickness 
36. Elapse (2 wds.) 
37. Surface to air missile

DOWN
1. Finds _- 
2. Make available 
3. Not here 
4. Tibia 
5. Fire iron 
6. Abdominal muscles (abbr.) 
7. As previously cited 
8. Cycle 
9. Soup 
15. Hotel 
19. Cash with order (abr.) 
21. Rachel's husband 
23. Regions 
24. Reddish brown 
25. Sacred song 
26. Pearls 
27. Vile 
28. Brief 
30. Refuse to believe 
32. Pinch 

Crossword Puzzle

© 2007. Feature Exchange

ACROSS
1. Belong 
4. Elevator alternative 
10. Fire remains 
11. Short guy, hairy feet 
12. Manipulate 
13. Indoor 
14. Coaxing 
16. Condensation 
17. Adolescent 
18. South Carolina (abbr.) 
20. New Jersey (abbr.) 
22. Hornet 
26. Rock 
29. Loves 
31. Demonstrate 
33. Government agency 
34. Subordinate 
35. Cause of sickness 
36. Elapse (2 wds.) 
37. Surface to air missile

DOWN
1. Finds _- 
2. Make available 
3. Not here 
4. Tibia 
5. Fire iron 
6. Abdominal muscles (abbr.) 
7. As previously cited 
8. Cycle 
9. Soup 
15. Hotel 
19. Cash with order (abr.) 
21. Rachel's husband 
23. Regions 
24. Reddish brown 
25. Sacred song 
26. Pearls 
27. Vile 
28. Brief 
30. Refuse to believe 
32. Pinch 

© 2007. Feature Exchange
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Common Structural Termites
There are three main types of termites that can cause problems 

for homeowners in Texas- native subterranean termites, formosan 
subterranean termites and drywood termites.

Native subterranean termites have nests in the soil and must 
maintain contact with soil or an above-ground moisture source 
to survive. If native subterranean termites move to areas above 
ground they make shelter (mud) tubes of fecal material, saliva 
and soil to protect themselves.

Native subterranean 
termite workers and 

soldiers.

Formosan termites 
are a more voracious 
type of subterranean 
t e r m i t e .  T h e s e 
termites have been 

spread throughout Texas through transport of infested material or 
soil. Formosan termites build carton nests that allow them to survive 
above ground without contact with the soil. Nests are often located 
in hollow spaces, such as wall voids.

Formosan 
subterranean termite 
workers and soldiers.

F o r m o s a n 
termites feed on 
a  w ide r  va r i e t y 
of cellulose than 
other subterranean 
termites, including 

live plants (and can be found living and feeding on trees), consuming 

both spring and summer growth wood whereas native subterranean 
termites feed only on spring growth. Formosan termites have also 
been known to chew through non-cellulose materials such as soft 
metals, plaster or plastic.

Drywood termites do not need contact with soil and reside in 
sound, dry wood. These termites obtain moisture from the wood they 
digest. Drywood termites create a dry fecal pellet that can be used 
as an identifying characteristic. They have smaller colonies- around 
1,000 termites- than subterranean termites; they also do not build 

shelter tubes.
Drywood termite fecal 

pellets.

If you are concerned that 
you may have termites, 
call a pest management 
professional to inspect 
your home for termites.

For more information 
or help with identification, contact Wizzie Brown, Texas AgriLife 
Extension Service Program Specialist at 512.854.9600. Check out 
my blog at www.urban-ipm.blogspot.com

The information given herein is for educational purposes only. 
Reference to commercial products or trade names is made with 
the understanding that no discrimination is intended and no 
endorsement by Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service or the 
Texas A&M AgriLife Research is implied.
The Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service provides equal access in 
its programs, activities, education and employment, without regard 
to race, color, sex, religion, national origin, disability, age, genetic 
information, veteran status, sexual orientation or gender identity
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DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. 
Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted 
by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content 
with this publication. All warranties and representations made in the advertising 
content are solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content 
should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints 
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of 
such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher 
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes, 
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of 
misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other 
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, 
except as limited to liabilities stated above.

The Gazette is a private publication published by Peel, Inc. It is not sanctioned 
by any homeowners association or organization, nor is it subject to the approval 
of any homeowners association or organization, nor is it intended, nor implied to 
replace any publication that may be published by or on behalf of any homeowners 
association or organization. At no time will any source be allowed to use the 
Gazette's contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor 
in any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the 
purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, 
or other self amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed 
permission from Peel, Inc. The information in the newsletter is exclusively for 
the private use of Peel, Inc.

PEEL, INC.
community newsletters

ADVERTISE
YOUR BUSINESS

TO YOUR
Neighbors

Dee Woods
dwoods@peelinc.com

512.502.4261

BUSINESS CLASSIFIEDS
Guitar Lessons In Circle C Graduate from Berklee College 
of Music. Over twenty years teaching experience. All ages and 
styles of music welcome! Chris 512-992-1384 or 
instagram.com/gtrwizzle

Business classifieds (offering a service or product line for profit) 
are $50, limit 40 words, please contact Peel, Inc. Sales Office @ 
512-263-9181 or advertising@PEELinc.com.

SOUTHWEST AUSTIN SPECIALISTS
512-297-3442

LET US HELP YOU FIND YOURS
The Pursuit of Happiness
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VW

Attention KIDS: Send Us Your Masterpiece!
Color the drawing below and mail the finished artwork to us at:

Peel, Inc. - Kids Club
308 Meadowlark St

Lakeway, TX 78734-4717
We will select the top few and post their artwork on our Facebook Page - Facebook.com/PeelInc.

DUE: Feb 28th
Be sure to include the following so we can let 

you know!

Name: _______________________________

(first name, last initial)

				    Age:________________
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WHY WAIT?  
BEAT OUT THE COMPETITION  

WITH ASHLEY!
Ashley does more to get you top dollar for your house.  

Don’t settle for less.
AVERAGE DAYS ON MARKET

Austin Average Days on Market

Ashley’s Average Days on Market

0        10        20        30        40        50        60     

Average Austin Sales Price $294,245

54 DAYS

$514,048

21 DAYS

Ashley’s Average Sales Price

0        100K        200K        300K        400K        500K

AVERAGE HOME SALES PRICE

COMING SOON

CONTRACT PENDING

11213 SAVIN HILL LANE 6708 EDWARDSON COVE

DON’T MISS OUT! 
THERE’S STILL TIME TO BEAT THE RUSH – SELL NOW!

SEE WHAT HOMES ARE SELLING FOR IN YOUR AREA,  
VISIT WWW.ASHLEYHOMEESTIMATE.COM TODAY!

A S H L E Y  A U S T I N
H O M E S

ASHLEY STUCKI EDGAR 
BROKER, REALTOR, CHLMS, CIPS, CRS

C 512.217.6103  |  O 512.856.HOME
ashley@ashleyaustinhomes.com  |   
WWW.ASHLEYAUSTINHOMES.COM

Austin’s Platinum Top 50 Award Winner 2015 – 2017 
Texas Monthly Five Star Agent 2013 – 2016 
Austin Business Journal Top 3 Producing Agent 2014 – 2015 
 AIOREP Top 10 Agent for Client Satisfaction in Texas 2015 


