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The positive impact that educators can leave on the lives 
of every student that they cross paths with, has the power to 
influence the actions and outcomes of students for years to come. 
The relationships built can assist students with achieving the 
unbelievable, and that’s just the type of impact that Alvin ISD 
educators are having daily on the nearly 24,000 students served.

“Whatever you do in life, do it with your whole heart, as if unto 
the Lord.”

This is a piece of scripture that Manvel High School senior, 
London Harris lives by every single day, thanks to the love and 
work ethic taught to him by his high school coach and father 
figure, Kirk Martin.

London recently had the opportunity to sign a full athletic 
scholarship to his college of choice, Texas State University, in 
front of an entire gymnasium filled with his peers. He could be 
seen grinning from ear to ear as his classmates, teachers and family 
members cheered loudly for his success, and as he shared a few 
words in regards to his fondest memories as a Maverick. However 
just a few short years earlier no one would have believed that he 
would have such success on the football field or in the class.

When London was a young elementary student his family and the 
Martin family became neighbors, and ultimately friends. A few years 
later when London was in the 8th grade his family experienced a 
few trials and tribulations that led him to move in with the Martin 
family full-time, while his mother continued to work hard daily 
during her 12 hour shifts.

When asked why his family opened their hearts and home to 
London, Martin replied, “My heart was really soft towards this 
kiddo. I saw a need and decided to step up and be a solution. My 
wife and I talked about it, then prayed about it, and decided to 
welcome him into our home.”

Manvel High School student 
excels on and off the field with 

the support of educators

London Harris, Manvel High School senior, who just signed his letter of 
intent to attend Texas State University on an athletic football scholarship. 
London attributes his success and drive to the many educators and family 
members that have believed in him throughout the years, especially Coach 
Kirk Martin and his family.

Coach Kirk Martin excitedly kisses London, who he has educational 
guardianship over, on the cheek during National Signing Day on February 
1. He could not contain his excitement for this young man that he was 
blessed to have as a part of his family
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Eventually the Martins were granted educational guardianship 
over London, which allows them to receive notification on his 
progress in school, and assist with the decision making process of 
his education to help increase his chances of success.

Martin shared that London has always been a smart kid but for 
a little while struggled. To combat his deficits Martin’s wife Karen, 
who’s also a teacher in Alvin ISD, worked diligently with London 
to help enhance his reading and writing skills. Before the family 
knew it, London was excelling in class, and proving it by the A’s 
and B’s that he was showcasing on his report cards.

“Our kids know that anything less than a B just isn’t good enough, 
and London is family so it applies to him too,” shared Martin. “If 
their studies are just too much, then we’ll get them a tutor, but 
C’s aren’t allowed.”

As London continued to work hard in the classroom, he also 
continued to learn valuable lessons from his coach that ultimately 
led to success on the football field.

“Coach Martin taught me the importance of a strong work 
ethic. He’s always told me that I have to have a great work ethic to 
succeed in life,” said London. My whole four years of high school 
I have worked hard, and now it’s paying off.”

“One of the worse things someone can say about you is that you 
have a poor work ethic,” Martin said. This is something that he 
tells all of his four kids, which includes London.

“No one can say that London is not a hard worker. I believe 
that work ethic can be developed, and he’s done just that,” added 
Martin. He’s going to be ultra successful at whatever he does. He’s 
going to be awesome!”

London will report to Texas State University in June to begin 
practicing with his new team. He plans to become a veterinarian. 
The message and legacy that he hopes to leave is that you have to 
work hard for everything you want in life. “My goal in life is to 
work so hard that my mom won’t have to.”

“I was told that I wasn’t ever going to be good enough. Coach 
Martin taught me how to work at it and how to succeed in life, 
and I thank him for that.”
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Manvel Names Street Maverick Dr.
On Friday, January 27, 2017, administrators, students, 

and community members gathered in front of Manvel High 
School for the dedication of the new Maverick Dr., which 
runs through the front of the school.

The ceremony kicked off with the Manvel High School 
Pep Band, cheerleaders, Majestics Dance Team, and Rick, 
the Manvel HS mascot performing the school song. Then, 
Dr. Bobby Martinez, Manvel High School principal, shared 
a few words.

“Maverick Drive welcomes everyone to this amazing 
campus. I can only imagine the countless number of 
students, parents, community members, and visitors this 
Drive has seen since the campus opened in 2006,” Martinez 
said.

Mayor Delores Martin then commented on what Manvel 
High School has brought to the City of Manvel.

“Since 2006, Manvel High School has brought the City 
of Manvel and surrounding communities together, instilling 
Maverick spirit into all who have walked through the doors. 
It is only fitting that the street, road, or drive, which connects 
all of this be called “Maverick Drive,” Martin remarked.

SHADOW CREEK RANCH
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REPLACEMENT EQUIPMENT

Over 750 elementary students from Alvin ISD competed in the 
elementary UIL academic meet at Manvel High School on Friday, 
January 27 and Saturday, January 28. Students represented their 
schools in the following competitions: Art, Chess, Creative Writing, 
Dictionary Skills, Listening Skills, Maps, Graphs, and Charts, Music 
Memory, Number Sense, Oral Reading, Spelling, Storytelling, 
Spanish Storytelling, and Ready Writing. Trophies were given for 
first through third place and medals were given for fourth through 
twelfth place. Countless adults and students from across the district 
volunteered to help run the event. Congratulations to all the winners!

Alvin ISD elementary students 
participate in district UIL

Alvin ISD Board of Trustee Regan Metoyer with her son, 
Gavin, at the Elementary UIL Competition at Manvel HS. Alvin ISD Elementary UIL competition was a huge success.
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HOUSTON METHODIST 
COMPREHENSIVE CARE CENTER

Schedule 
Today

The Houston Methodist Comprehensive Care Center was designed with 
patient care and convenience in mind. Houston Methodist Comprehensive Care 
Center’s providers are dedicated to providing high-quality, coordinated, and 
compassionate care to the  
Pearland community. In this  
facility, we are bringing together:

•	 Primary Care Group
•	 DeBakey Cardiology Associates
•	 Orthopedics & Sports Medicine
•	 Imaging Center

COMPREHENS IVE
CARE CENTER

Schedule today! 
houstonmethodist.org/ccc/pearland  
713.363.8600 

8520 W. Broadway St. 
Pearland, TX 77584    

Alvin ISD fourth grade student advances to 
Houston Spelling Bee

The Alvin ISD Education Foundation graciously sponsors the yearly 
district spelling bee. This year the event took place at Shadow Creek 
High School in the auditorium. Student representatives from each 
of the Alvin ISD elementary campuses and junior high campuses 
competed for the title of spelling bee champion. After an hour of 
competing it came down to three spellers. That number quickly 
dwindled to two. The last standing students were Alaina Jett, fourth 
grader from Bill Hasse Elementary, and Forrest Chandler, 8th grader 
at Nolan Ryan Junior High.

Alaina ultimately won by spelling the word “matriarch.”
“This was very exciting and I can’t wait for the next one,” shared 

Alaina.
It took a lot of hard work daily for Alaina to get to this point. Her 

mother mentioned, “I really push Alaina to be great, sometimes maybe 
too much, but she’s just so wonderful.”

Alaina practiced for the past year in preparation for her big day. 
During all of the excitement her mother shared that she practices every 
single day, with the exception of her one day off on Christmas Eve.”

A tough schedule for such a young student, but the smile on Alaina’s 
face upon the completion of the competition proved that she loves it.

“We are so proud of Alaina and excited for what’s in store for her. 
She is such a great student and I know that she will continue to do 
wonderful things,” said Dee Dee Baker, principal of Hasse Elementary.

Next up for Alaina is the Houston Public Media Spelling Bee on 
April 1, 2017 at University of Houston.

20 total Alvin ISD students participated in the district spelling bee 
this year. In addition to Alaina and Forrest, the following students 
enjoyed the activities: Anthony Oddesa, 5th grade, Alvin Elementary; 
Giselle Ibarra, 6th grade, Alvin Junior High; Don Ferell Evangelista, 
5th grade, Don Jeter Elementary; Dashiell Ouano, 5th grade, Dr. Red 
Duke Elementary; Faith Cheng, 5th grade, EC Mason Elementary; 
Noah Kelso, 7th grade, Fairview Junior High; Rishabh Makker, 
4th grade, Glenn York Elementary; Kaitlyn Field, 8th grade, Harby 
Junior High, Shelby Smith, 5th grade, Hood-Case Elementary; Kavya 
Nandagiri, 4th grade, Laura Ingalls Wilder Elementary; A’sha Branch, 
7th grade, Manvel Junior High; Audrey Boissoneault, 5th grade Mark 
Twain Elementary; Carter Vidale, 5th grade, Mark Twain Elementary; 
Lucas Alaniz, 4th grade, Melba Passmore Elementary; Alivia Green, 
5th grade, Meridiana Elementary; Riley Holmes, 6th grade, Rodeo 

(Continued on Page 6)
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Palms Junior High; Jade West, 4th grade Savannah Lakes Elementary; 
and Carson Dudley, 5th grade, Walt Disney Elementary.

“It’s always such a pleasure to sponsor this wonderful event that 
encourages to students educationally. Thanks to the many Education 
Foundation supporters, we are able to provide this service for the 
students of Alvin ISD,” said Sheila Olson, Education Foundation 
executive director.

To stay informed of all of the great things occurring in Alvin ISD, 
visit www.alvinisd.net and follow the district on Twitter @AlvinISD. 
To support the efforts of the Education Foundation, and in turn 
support local students, visit www.alvinisd.net/educationfoundation 
or call 281-245-2505 to see how you can get involved.

2017 Alvin ISD Spelling Bee participants, along with Lisa Butler, 
associate superintendent of Alvin ISD, Sheila Olson, executive director 
of the Education Foundation and Amy Roudbari, president of the Alvin 
ISD Education Foundation are pictured at the conclusion of the district 
spelling bee. The Alvin ISD Education Foundation sponsored the event, 
thanks to numerous supporters.

The 2017 Alvin ISD Spelling Bee champion, Alaina Jett, is pictured 
with Lisa Butler of Alvin ISD and Amy Roudbari, president of the 
Education Foundation.

2017 Alvin ISD Spelling Bee champion, Alaina Jett, 4th grader at Hasse 
Elementary, is pictured with 8th Nolan Ryan Junior High runner-up 
Forrest Chandler and (from left to right) Lisa Butler, Alvin ISD associate 
superintendent, Allison Orta of Bill Hasse and Alaina's sponsor, Michelle 
Boyd of Nolan Ryan Junior who was Forrest's sponsor, as well as Amy 
Roudbari of the Education Foundation and Sheila Olson.

RE/MAX Platinum Club, 
RE/MAX Hall of Fame,

RE/MAX Life Achievement 
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281.859.9000
HoustonSiding.com

PROTECT YOUR
HOME & POCKETBOOK
CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE ON JAMES HARDIE 
INSULATED SIDING AND WINDOWS

Get a $200 VISA Gift Card on
Simonton windows (minimum of 10 windows)

AND
$200 Rebate on James Hardie
Insulated Siding (10 squares or more)

24 month financing with no interest
1st and oldest Hardplank company in Houston

See store for details.

Alvin ISD School Board Approves Resolution to Repeal New 
State Accountability System

At the January 2017 Alvin ISD school board meeting, 
trustees unanimously voted to pass a resolution, which calls 
on state legislators to repeal the Texas Education Agency’s A-F 
accountability system for the Texas public schools.

The A-F accountability system maintains that districts and 
campuses receive a letter grade for each of five domains: 1) Student 
Performance, 2) Student Progress, 3) Closing Performance Gaps, 
4) Postsecondary Readiness, and 5) Community and Student 
Engagement. The system is slated to go into effect at the start 
of the 2017-18 school year, however districts across the State of 
Texas are voting to repeal the system, due to what are viewed as 
convoluted calculations and questionable methodologies.

“The A-F rating system was declared as a way to provide parents 
and community members with a simple system that provides 
increased clarity regarding campus and student performance. 
Unfortunately, as the system has been designed, it does not provide 
clarity and is anything but simple,” said Dr. Buck Gilcrease, Alvin 
ISD superintendent of schools.

As an example of the current limitations, an Alvin ISD 

elementary school received numerous distinctions from the State 
including recognition as: “Top 25 Percent: Closing Performance 
Gaps.” Again, the school was commended by the State; however, 
the State's A-F ratings system now assigns the campus a grade 
of “C” for “closing performance gaps." The same school, with 
the same year's data received accolades from the State and now 
receives a "C".

The resolution’s language proclaimed that the new system 
is highly based on the State of Texas Assessment of Academic 
Readiness (STAAR), which provides little meaningful information 
to guide student learning, and is a high-stakes standardized test 
that does not accurately measure the success of a student. The 
majority (55%) of the assigned A-F grades are based on STAAR.

The resolution also made mention that “at least 16 states have 
implemented a similar rating system utilizing A-F grades for 
schools and districts, and to date there is no definitive research 
that suggests that these rating have improved student or school 
performance.”

“High-stakes testing creates a false impression about students, 
(Continued on Page 8)
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Affordable Shade Patio Covers

We specialize in affordable custom built 
patio covers that enhance your lifestyle 
and increase the value of your home.
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AffordableShade.com

Visit our website to view hundreds of pictures of 
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Provided for 
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(Continued from Page 7)

ignores the unique strengths of each school, and unfairly reduces 
each student’s worth to the school’s assigned grade,” mentioned 
Daniel Combs, Alvin ISD assistant superintendent.

“We’re not afraid of accountability. We’re never afraid of 
accountability,” proclaimed Gilcrease. “It’s just that as it is right 
now the A-F system has been created with false and questionable 
statistics, which do nothing but hurt our students. When you 
start to hurt the children by implementing systems that lack data 
to prove its efficacy, then the idea behind it has lost it’s meaning.

The goal of passing the resolution in hopes that the system will 
be repealed, is for the State to implement a new valid system that 
will encompass multiple assessments, reduce the use of high-
stakes/standardized testing, and more accurately reflects what 
students know and can do in terms of rigorous standards.

“We truly believe that the current A-F system as it is right now 
is more harmful than it is helpful,” added Gilcrease.

For additional information in regards to A-F and how the new 
rating system will impact schools, visit http://www.alvinisd.
net/afratings. In addition, parents, community members and 
stakeholders can stay informed by following Superintendent 
Gilcrease on Twitter at @SupeGilcrease, as well as Alvin ISD at 
@AlvinISD.

Sudoku
The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.
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SUDOKU

Sudoku
The goal is to fill in the grid so that every row, every column, and

every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9. Each digit may
appear only once in each row, each column, and each 3x3 box.

© 2006. Feature Exchange
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Grades 2-7 boys & girls
May 13 – June 24

Games at Nolan Ryan/Marek

ShadowcreekSports.org

Basketball Signup

Respect
Teamwork

Advanced & Beginner 
May – June League

Community
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DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. 
Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted 
by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content 
with this publication. All warranties and representations made in the advertising 
content are solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content 
should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or 
failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such 
advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher 
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes, 
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of 
misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other 
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, 
except as limited to liabilities stated above.

The Curret is a private publication published by Peel, Inc. It is not sanctioned by 
any homeowners association or organization, nor is it subject to the approval of any 
homeowners association or organization, nor is it intended, nor implied to replace any 
publication that may be published by or on behalf of any homeowners association or 
organization. At no time will any source be allowed to use The Current contents, or 
loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in any media, website, 
print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose of solicitation, 
commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or other self amplification, 
under penalty of law without written or expressed permission from Peel, Inc. The 
information in the newsletter is exclusively for the private use of Peel, Inc.

Please remember to pick up 
after your pets and
“scoop the poop”

ELECTRICAL SERVICES
 SERVICING ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS

713.467.1125 or 281.897.0001
www.WiredES.com

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED

• Panel Upgrades
• Home Inspections
• TV Install/Mounting
• Troubleshooting
• Remodeling
• Landscaping Lighting
• Home Generators

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
LICENSED & INSURED

24-7 SERVICE

Take $25.00 Off Your 
Next Service Call

TECL 22809 Master 100394
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Practices at  12115 S. Clear Lake Loop Pool

Ages 6-14

May 8 - June 25

ShadowcreekSports.org
Registration fee:  $1450

Swim Team

< all participants must
be able to swim >

Swim competition in South Houston Recreation Swim League
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13710 RAINWATER DR. 
PEARLAND, TX  77584

Move in Ready!! Great neighbors 
and a peaceful neighborhood. If 
a spacious and open floor plan is 
what you’re looking for, than this 1 
story Perry Home located in Shadow 

NEW L IST ING

$293,000!

Creek Ranch is a MUST SEE! This home offers a gourmet kitchen with 
breakfast area,ceramic back splash.Cozy family room features a cast-stone 
fireplace and tall windows providing plenty of natural light! Large bedrooms 
with closets through out. Stunning master suite w/ walk-in closet!

2507 ROCK SHOALS WAY 
PEALAND, TX

Impressive.Contemporary.Fresh.
Open.Immaculate.Pristine! This 
stunning home offered 4 spacious 
bedrooms, 2 baths, 2,490 sq.ft. and 
a 2 car garage. Gorgeous crown 

SOLD IN 5 DAYS

molding throughout, wood flooring (study and formal dining room),desk unit 
in study. Relaxing natural light, beautiful tile flooring, surround sound and 
a fireplace in the family room. Gourmet kitchen, barely touched, features 
granite counter tops, stainless steel appliances and dark brown cabinets!

12513 STONEY CREEK DR. 
PEARLAND, TX 77584

Panoramic Lake View! Zoned to 
Alvin ISD, this home offers, 4 
bedrooms, 3 1/2 bathrooms, 3 
car garage and 4,593 sq. ft. This 
gorgeous property also features 

a large covered patio w/ ceiling fan, media room w/ raised seating. 
Minutes away from the Medical Center and Hobby Airport!!

Don’t get caught in a pinch! 
Invest your green in one of these beautiful homes!

Happy St. Patrick’s Day!

7310 W. Broadway, Suite 112
Pearland, Texas 77584
JeniferSellsHomes@gmail.com

2211 LOST BRIDGE LN.  
PEARLAND, TX

This 1 story, Perry Home offers 
an Extended entry with 12-foot 
coffered ceil ing. Kitchen and 
adjoining morning area open to 
the family room. Kitchen features 

island with built-in seating space, granite countertops and 42-inch raised 
panel cabinets. Spacious formal dining room. Master suite includes double 
sinks, garden tub, separate glass-enclosed shower and a walk-in closet. 
Covered backyard patio. Brick and stone elevation. Two-car garage.

NEW L IST ING

$258,888!

WATERFRONT

$434,995!


