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According to Ty Thomas, our lake is a “Retention Pond” rather than a “Detention Pond.” A Retention Pond always
has water in it. A Detention Pond dries out. The photo by GRW was taken after a heavy rain in January, 2017.
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IMPORTANT NUMBERS
IN CASE OF ANY EMERGENCY DIAL 911
SCHOOLS
Tomball ISD ............. 281-357-3100, www.tomballisd.net
Willow Creek Elem (K-4)...........................281-357-3080
Northpointe Int (5-6)..................................281-357-3020
Willow Wood Jr (7-8).................................281-357-3030
Tomball High (9-12)...................................281-357-3220
Tomball Memorial High School..................281-357-3230
Transportation.............................................281-357-3193
SERVICES
Village Creek Management Company.....spectrumam.com
................................................................832-500-2221
Village Creek Website Unrelated to the Board...................
........................................ VillageCreekCommunity.com
Harris County Animal Control...................281-999-3191
Lost/Found Pets.......................................... Nextdoor.com
Harris County Veterinary Public Health......281-999-3191
Municipal District Services (24 hrs)............281-290-6503
.... For water leaks, water outages, water quality, or sewer
leaks or stoppage.
Street lights out & power outages...................................... 		
.............................. www.centerpointenergy.com/outage
Harris County traffic signal outages.............713-881-3210
Best Trash....................................................281-313-2378
customerservice@besttrash.com, and www.best-trash.com
Trash and Bulk Waste on both Tuesdays and Fridays
Recycle on Tuesdays only. Recycle only plastics (1-7), steel
and aluminum cans, cardboard, paper, plastic or paper
grocery bags, and glass (any color).
Digging? Two days prior to ANY digging in your yard, call
811 or use http://www.lonestar811.com/
NEWSLETTER
Publisher - Peel, Inc.....................................512-263-9181
Advertising.......advertising@PEELinc.com, 888-687-6444
Editor...................................................Gordon R. Watson
.... villagecreek@peelinc.com or Watson.g@sbcglobal.net
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Village Creek Activity Schedule
Keeping in mind that things change, according to Lisa
Rawles, Social Committee Chairperson, these are details
for the Village Creek events in 2017:
Spring Garage Sale
Friday & Saturday, April 7 & 8.
Easter Parade & Egg Hunt
Saturday, April 15, 4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Pool Grand Opening,
Saturday, May 27, 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
4th of July Parade
Decorated children’s conveyances at 9:30 a.m.
Celebration with conveyances’ judging
from 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Back to School Luau/Kinder Meet & Greet
Saturday, August 19, Meet & Greet @ 10:00 a.m.,
Luau, 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Fall Garage Sale
Friday & Saturday, October 13 & 14.
Cookies with Santa
Sunday, December 3, 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.

NEW STIHL, ECHO, TORO FULL LINE
SALES & SERVICE DEALERSHIP
MOST SMALL ENGINE REPAIRS

20015 FM 2920 #1
TOMBALL, TX 77377

281.351.2227
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The Minimalist Darwinian Gardener
By Flint Sage
Hopefully, freezing weather is behind us (though always possible
in the first two weeks in March). The record low for March was
19 degrees F in 2002. I will not miss putting covers on sensitive
plants. We had freezing rain last March 2014, so don’t let your
guard down just yet. Unless you don’t mind covering plants before
a freeze, don’t plant any plant that cannot tolerate 18 degrees F.
Think about planting some vegetables. Those to plant in March
are beans, corn, cucumber, eggplant, kohlrabi, mustard, peppers,
pumpkin, radishes, squash, and tomatoes.
Bare root planting season is over, so any planting of woody
plants should be from containerized plants. Among ornamental,
woody plants that do well in our area are Ligustrum, Crape
Myrtles, Wax Myrtles, Pineapple Guava, Purple Sage, and Bottle
Brush. The Chinese Fringe Tree is stunning in March…even in
the moonlight.
Our lawns are beginning to come alive again. Along with the
grass will come some weeds. It is best to pull these as needed.
Certainly, mow them if they are shading the lawn. In general,
according to “Texas Gardner,” don’t fertilize until the grass starts
growing and needs mowing. Fertilizing dormant grass will just
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encourage weed growth. The rule of thumb from them is, “fertilize
when you have mowed twice.”

Photo: Duke, a Great Dane and Village Creek resident,
checks out the splendid March Hawthorns.

The Voice - March 2017

3

The Voice

GEAR UP FOR INVISALIGN
• Invisalign Elite Providers
for Teens and Adults

TOMBALL

(281) 351-5482
29220 Quinn Road
Tomball, TX 77375

• Open 5 Days a Week

• Complimentary Exams

• 3 Convenient Locations
with a New Office Location
in Northpointe

• Tomball's Board Certified
Orthodontists

MAGNOLIA

(281) 356-2929
827 S. Magnolia Blvd.
Bldg. 2 Ste. C
Magnolia, TX 77355

NORTHPOINTE

(832) 777-7001
12231 Northpointe Blvd.
Tomball, TX 77377

STRAIGHTTOOTH.COM
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Travel with The Voice
Gordon R. Watson
Americans can now travel directly to Cuba for the first time in
over 50 years. Why go to Cuba soon?
• There are no Starbucks, McDonald's, Home Depots, etc.
• There are 30,000 1950’s American cars.
• Touristy products are made in Cuba and reasonably priced.
• You can buy as many Cuban cigars as you want for personal
use that will fit in your carry-on.
• The sea surrounds Cuba, so it has excellent seafood.
• United Airlines flies directly to Cuba from Houston.
• The tourist spots are relatively crowd-free right now.

• Eat in restaurants recommended by a trusted guide.
• Take along simple things as gifts for hotel maids and others:
toothpaste, tooth brushes, candy, crayons, pencils, snacks, etc.

What do you need to know?
• Your credit card may not work in Cuba.
• You will need to carry cash which must be changed to CUC’s.
We suggest you go with a prepaid tour to avoid needing much cash.
• You will not have reliable internet or phone service.
• You will need to comply with one of the twelve reasons to go to
Cuba such as a cultural exchange. You cannot go to Cuba just to
play golf and sit on the beach yet.
• You will need a visa and passport.
• Make sure you use bottled water during your stay.
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A HOUSE DETECTIVE MYSTERY:

Murder in the Garden
Gordon R. Watson
My secretary recently advised me that a Possumhaw Holly I
planted was nearly dead: drowning from too much water. She
stopped typing and explained. I put on my hat, trench coat,
gathered my briefcase and rushed out the door.
Our west lawn was getting way too much water from a
downspout. We were in the toadstool business. The recently
planted bush was barely alive. I moved the bush, but to fix the
problem, I thought I would have to dig under the sidewalk and
direct the water to the South. I am not sure if you have ever dug
under a sidewalk, but getting even a 1/2" pipe under a sidewalk
is a challenge, let alone a 4" drain pipe. I wished I had thought
more about putting future lines under the sidewalk before the
contractor poured the sidewalk eight years ago.
Not to digress too much, but, when we had the sidewalk
poured, I had him pour an 8 x 8 slab for a garden shed as well.
Because he was a sidewalk guy who always sloped concrete to
direct water off of them, and I didn't watch him, he sloped the
slab as well. It isn’t much fun trying to build a level building on
a sloping concrete slab.
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But back to the story. I went to
the hardware store and bought a
Amerimax Home Products Black
Extend-A-Spout costing about
$13. This device was easy to
install. I cut it to fit so it would
not be a tripping hazard. It works
perfectly. I would say that 95% of
the downspout water now goes
to the other side of the sidewalk.
Note that you should buy a few stainless steel self-tapping screws
to attach these. Mine didn't come with them.

Want to use The Voice?
The Voice appreciates letters to the editor, short articles,
cover photographs, general photographs relating to Village
Creek, and recipes. We cannot assure publication, but we
will always give your submission thoughtful consideration.
Of course, The Voice is published free to more than 747
homes, so if you have a small business, consider advertising
in The Voice. Contact them at Peelinc.com.
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The Voice is a private publication published by Peel, Inc. It is not sanctioned by
any homeowners association or organization, nor is it subject to the approval of
any homeowners association or organization, nor is it intended, nor implied to
replace any publication that may be published by or on behalf of any homeowners
association or organization. At no time will any source be allowed to use The Voice
contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in any
media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose
of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or other
self amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed permission
from Peel, Inc. The information in the newsletter is exclusively for the private use
of Peel, Inc.
DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees.
Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted
by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content
with this publication. All warranties and representations made in the advertising
content are solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content
should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or
failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such
advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes,
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of
misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner,
except as limited to liabilities stated above.

Not Available
Online

BASHANS PAINTING
& HOME REPAIR
• Interior & Exterior Painting
• HardiPlank Replacement
• Sheetrock Repair
• Cabinet Painting
• Pressure Washing
• Fence Repair/Replacement
• Custom Staining
• Gutter Repair & Replacement
• Crown Molding

• Wallpaper Removal
• Wood Replacement
• Interior Carpentry
• Wallpaper Removal &
Texture
• Garage Floor Epoxy
• Roofing
• Faux Painting

NO MONEY UP FRONT

20 Years Experience • References Available
Commercial/Residential
~ FREE ESTIMATES ~
BashansPainting@earthlink.net

u Fully INSuREd

281-347-6702
281-731-3383 cell

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

SERVICING ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS

• Panel Upgrades
• Home Inspections
• TV Install/Mounting
• Troubleshooting
• Remodeling
• Landscaping Lighting
• Home Generators
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
LICENSED & INSURED

24-7 SERVICE

Take $25.00 Off Your
Next Service Call
FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED

713.467.1125 or 281.897.0001
www.WiredES.com
TECL 22809 Master 100394
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Let us Unleash the Performance and Power of

Home Selling Upgraded!
• We distribute your home listing to 1000 real estate
websites
• Posting on social media sites
• Market evaluation and competitive pricing strategies
• Open Houses, advertised online & offline
• Help you fix up your home to sell for more
• Cartus Relocation & Relocation Network, the
worlds’ largest network
• Written performance guarantee
If you are ready to sell your home, please call
the one that wants to sell your home for all it’s worth!
Please call me.

Contact me today for the Results You Deserve!

Kara Puente
Village Creek Sales Specialist
#1 Village Creek Realtor

281-610-5402

Office: 281-444-5140
kpuente@garygreene.com

Taking the time to do it better!
©2017 Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate LLC. Better Homes and Gardens® is a registered trademark of Meredith Corporation licensed to Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate LLC. Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Franchise is Independently Owned and Operated.
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