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The Art of Choosing a Summer Camp

Parents, let’s face it. Our kids are growing up in a world much 
different than the ones we rode our Big Wheels in. Back then, we 
roamed the neighborhood in search of an adventure. Left to our own 
devices, we would transform empty lots into playgrounds, create 
fantastic forts with blankets held fast by encyclopedias, and find 
endless utility out of something as simple as a stick. 

The world is now lightyears away from what we knew then. 
Driven by an endless flow of information and novelty, the bar to 
keep kids engaged is as high as it has ever been. That is why camp 
is so important and has never been more essential than right now. 

Choosing the right camp can allow your child the opportunity to 
discover themselves, to interact with others, to feel inspired, or part 
of something great. Yet with all the camp options out there, choosing 
an appropriate program can be challenging. 

The following are some of the most important questions you can 
ask of any camp program. These will aid you when looking to make 
the most of your child’s camp experience. 

General Camp Questions 
1. Is the camp right for your child? Too many times, parents will 

enroll their kids in a camp they see themselves in and not their kids. 
You know your child best, so take into account their strengths, natural 
inclinations, and preferences. 

2. What is the camp’s mission statement? Every camp should have 
a goal or a mission. That mission should ultimately be to makes kids 
feel great about themselves and feel successful. 

3. Does the camp program have a track record of quality 
programming and service? Read reviews, ask for a couple of 
references, and talk with other parents who have been to that camp. 

4. Is this camp licensed by the State of Texas Youth Camps Division? 
This licensing ensures that every camp is held to certain standards 
in terms of safety, quality of staff, and quality of programming. If a 
camp is unlicensed, then it can be shut down by the state of Texas 

By Mike McDonell President, Kidventure

at any time. 
5. What is the camp’s policy on how they reward good behavior 

and regulate poor behavior?
Staff Questions 
A camp can have the most beautiful facilities, state-of-the-art 

camp equipment, and the best website, but the quality of any camp 
program begins and ends with the quality of the staff. 

1.	 What is the ratio of counselors to campers?
2.	 What is the age of the staff, and what are the camp staff 

minimum qualification standards? 
3.	 What medical qualifications and procedures are set in place 

for campers and their staff?  
4.	 What is the background check process on your staff?  
5.	 Will the staff simply be supervising kids, or will they be 

active participants 
Programming Questions
Good camps have an active and well thought out curriculum. That 

curriculum should take into account factors like multiple ages, the 
weather, and the number of children attending. The following are a 
set of questions that should give you a good feel for the programming.

1. Does the camp provide an age appropriate curriculum suited 
for my child and his/her abilities? Camps tend to be open to a wide 
range of kids, so make sure that their activities are developmentally 
appropriate. Make it a point to ask about the appropriateness of 
the program with regards to your child’s age and individual needs.

2. What percentages of those activities are outdoors vs. indoors? 
How does the camp program plan for the hot temperatures during 
the summer?  

3. How are multi-age campers grouped in camp?  
4. Are there field trips? If so, how are campers transported? Who 

drives and is there air-conditioning on that transportation?
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IMPORTANT NUMBERS
EMERGENCY NUMBERS
EMERGENCY................................................................. 911
Fire.................................................................................... 911
Ambulance........................................................................ 911
Constable .........................................................281-463-6666
Sheriff - Non-emergency ..................................713-221-6000
- Burglary & Theft ...........................................713-967-5770
- Auto Theft .....................................................281-550-0458
- Homicide/Assault ..........................................713-967-5810
- Child Abuse....................................................713-529-4216
- Sexual Assault/Domestic Violence...................713-967-5743
- Runaway Unit ................................................713-755-7427
Poison Control..................................................800-222-1221
Traffic Light Issues ............................................713-881-3210

SCHOOLS
Cypress Fairbanks ISD Administration .............281-897-4000
Cypress Fairbanks ISD Transportation ..............281-897-4380
Warner Elementary...........................................281-213-1650
Smith Middle School........................................281-213-1010
Cy-Ranch High School.....................................281-373-2300

UTILITIES
CenterPoint Energy...........................................713-659-2111
En-Touch (Customer Service)...........................281-225-1000
Reliant Energy...................................................713-207-2222
Water - Severn Trent..........................................281-646-2383
Waste Management - Trash...............................713-686-6666

OTHER NUMBERS
Animal Control.................................................281-999-3191
Cypress Fairbanks Medical Center.....................281-890-4285
Harris County Health Department...................713-439-6260
Post Office.........................................................281-859-9021
Harris County Public Library............................281-290-3210
Cy-Fair Hospital................................................281-890-4285
North Cypress Medical Center..........................832-912-3500

NEWSLETTER PUBLISHER
Peel, Inc........................................................ 1-888-687-6444
Article Submissions.............. cypresscreeklakes@PEELinc.com
Advertising......... advertising@PEELinc.com, 1-888-687-6444

ADVERTISING INFO
	 Please support the advertisers that make the Spectator possible. 
If you are interested in advertising, please contact our sales office 
at 1-888-687-6444 or advertising@peelinc.com. The advertising 
deadline is the 8th of the month prior to the issue.

Albion Hurricanes FC (AHFC), established in 1989, is leading 
the way in South Texas youth soccer by inspiring and developing 
young men and women through world class coaching and innovative 
techniques, as well as instilling the proper framework, self-esteem, 
confidence and sportsmanship within our athletes.

 AHFC has multiple campuses in and around Houston . The club 
invites all interested players from the ages of 7 to 18, to the Player 
Evaluations and Tryouts to become part of our success. We ask that all 
interested players pre-register before coming out to the fields. Please 
visit albionhurricanes.org for details about your particular campus. 

 AHFC offers JHSL (a recreational program for 5 - 10 year olds) 
at our Cy Fair and Central locations and offers additional training 
at Katy Friday Night Academy and New Territory Thusday Night 
Academy. Canes Summer Soccer Camp will be in Juna and July 
and is now open to register. All information regarding all of the 
programs and camps can be found at albionhurricanes.org.

Albion Hurricanes FC 
Soccer Tryouts and 

Evaluations Coming in May!



Copyright © 2017 Peel, Inc.	 Spectator - April 2017     3

SPECTATOR
Overnight Camp Specific Questions
When it comes to overnight camp options, many of the previous 

questions are perfectly applicable. However, because your kids will 
be going away for camp, a few more specific questions will help you 
make a better and informed decision. 

1. What are the sleeping arrangements like? Not every camp has 
air conditioning. If that’s a deal breaker for you or your camper, then 
ask. Additionally, the number of campers within a lodging varies 
greatly from camp to camp.  

2. What is the waterfront safety procedure? Are there lifeguards 
stationed at all water activities?

3. What is the camp policy on use of technology at camp?
4. What are the food options like? Can they accommodate any 

allergies or dietary needs?
In Conclusion
Though this is not a comprehensive list, these questions will help 

you learn more about a camp program and give you the opportunity 
to select your child’s camp experience more wisely. At the end of the 
day, the camp you choose for your child must be safe, it must place 
the camper first in all matters, and it must provide both you and your 
child with an environment that is both comfortable and rewarding.

Camp has the power to transform the lives of our kids. It can teach 

courage, teamwork, empathy, grit, independence, and confidence. 
That transformative spirit has never been more alive than today. Seek 
out great camp programs, ask the right questions, and make solid 
camp choices with your child. The results will provide them with an 
immensely rewarding experience, one that they will carry with them 
for the rest of their lives.  Happy camping!

(Continued from Cover)
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(Cypress, TX) - May 11, 2017, the Cy-Fair Educational Foundation 
(CFEF) will hold its 29th Annual B. F. Adam Golf Classic at 
BlackHorse Golf Club. For the past 7 years, Cypress Fairbanks 
Medical Center Hospital, a Cy-Fair Educational Foundation Partner, 
has generously underwritten this tournament. Linebarger Goggan 
Blair & Sampson and IBI Group have been Platinum Sponsors for 
more than 10 years. 

One of the largest non-celebrity tournaments in the Houston area, 
the B.F. Adam Golf Classic is a prime example of our trustees and 
community business partners working together to raise scholarship 
funds for students of Cypress Fair banks ISD. This tournament has 
successfully raised over 2.7 million dollars. 

CFEF was established in 1970 as a non-profit to raise money to 
fund a scholarship for high school graduates in the area. Over the 
past 46 years, the Foundation has grown tremendously through the 
efforts of the Board of Trustees and the generosity of the Cy-Fair 
Community. The Foundation has awarded more than $7 million in 
scholarships to 1400 graduating seniors. CFEF is a 501(c)3 non-
profit organization, all contributions are tax deductible, as allowed 
by the law.

29th Annual B. F. Adam 
Golf Classic

Thursday, May 11, 2017
BlackHorse Golf Club

Messiah Lutheran Church 
Butterly Family Festival
Sunday, April 23, 2017    12:00-3:00PM

11522 Telge Rd., Cypress, TX 77429

Butterfly Family Festival is Taking a Twist
Come see a LIVE butterfly release! Messiah Lutheran Church is 

hosting its annual Butterfly Family Festival on Sunday, April 23, 
12:00-3:00 PM at 11522 Telge Road in Cypress. This year we are 
adding new events! Beginning at 9 am we will host multiple vendors 
along with our silent auction. We’ve added Bingo, a train ride, 
popcorn, cupcake decorating and a FREE Basketball game.

Yes we will have your favorites: delicious BBQ lunch, cookies, a 
raffle, children’s carnival games, cake walk, book walk, face painting, 
music, inflatable slide, and bounce house. Children 12 and under 
will receive 3 FREE tickets. The auction will run from 9:00 am-2:30 
pm. The barbecue lunch will begin at 11:00 am and can be taken 
home or eaten at Messiah. All games will begin at noon. Bring the 
whole family to see the butterfly release, eat some great food, and 
have some fun!

The day’s events will benefit Chrysalis, A Grace Place for Children, 
by providing scholarships to families that attend our school. Chrysalis 
features a Christian preschool, after school, and summer camp 
programs. Chrysalis Christian Preschool admits students of any 
race, color, and national or ethnic origin. Call 281-807-0764 or go 
to www.messiahlc.org/events for further information. 

Messiah Lutheran Church is a grace place, a congregation of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). Messiah is located 
at 11522 Telge Road, ½ mile north of Highway 290. Regular Sunday 
worship times are: 8 am—Traditions; 9:30 am—The Gathering; 
and 10:45 am—The Crossing. The Discovery (education) Hour is 
9:15-10:15 AM on Sundays. For more information, 281-890-3013 
or www.messiahlc.org. All people are welcome at Messiah.
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Cypress Area Food 

Pantry
Do you know of someone who has trouble putting food on the 

table? Maybe their employment was suddenly terminated; maybe it’s 
a choice between medications or food; for whatever reason a family 
can find themselves in a situation where they need a little help.

Fountain of Life Church of God on Mueschke Road runs a food 
pantry on Mondays from 3:30 pm to 6:00 pm and the only requirement 
is that the client should live in zip code 77433 and west of Skinner 
77429. For more information, contact 281-373-9337. Food donations 
and volunteers are also 
greatly appreciated.

Computerized job 
search and resume 
p repa r a t i on  and 
print ing are  a l so 
available.

Cy-Fair Republican Women 
April Meeting

Tuesday, April 11th will be CFRW General Meeting from 10:30 
AM - Noon. 

Meeting is $3 -- Meeting w/Lunch at Noon is $23. 
Hearthstone Country Club, 7615 Ameswood, Houston, TX 77095
All are welcome! Come and enjoy like-minded fellowship and 

relevant speakers. Our goals include educating our community about 
the workings of all levels of government and each of us has a voice.

RSVP to www.cfrw.net by April 4th. We look forward to seeing 
you there!

SAVE the DATE—November 3rd for High Heels & High Tea!
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ELECTRICAL SERVICES
 SERVICING ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS

713.467.1125 or 281.897.0001
www.WiredES.com

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED

• Panel Upgrades
• Home Inspections
• TV Install/Mounting
• Troubleshooting
• Remodeling
• Landscaping Lighting
• Home Generators

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
LICENSED & INSURED

24-7 SERVICE

Take $25.00 Off Your 
Next Service Call

TECL 22809 Master 100394

The Spectator is a private publication published by Peel, Inc. It is not sanctioned 
by any homeowners association or organization, nor is it subject to the approval 
of any homeowners association or organization, nor is it intended, nor implied to 
replace any publication that may be published by or on behalf of any homeowners 
association or organization. At no time will any source be allowed to use the 
Spectator contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor 
in any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the 
purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, 
or other self amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed 
permission from Peel, Inc. The information in the Spectator is exclusively for the 
private use of Peel, Inc.

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. 
Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted 
by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content 
with this publication. All warranties and representations made in the advertising 
content are solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content 
should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or 
failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such 
advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher 
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes, 
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of 
misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other 
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, 
except as limited to liabilities stated above.
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Houston, Texas (March 9, 2017) The 9th Annual Cy-Fair 
Women’s Expo will be April 27, 2017 from 11:00 am - 4:00 pm 
at Sterling Country Club, 16500 Houston National Boulevard, 
Houston, TX 77095. This year’s event invites attendees to ignite 
connections and give back to the Cy-Fair community.

Besides giving over 60 vendors a place to showcase their products 
and services, the goal for our expo this year is to get the community 
more involved and show the Cy-Fair area what ABWA and CYFEN 
are all about. One of the ways we are doing this is to have local 
personalities present to meet and greet. Celebrities will include 
American Ninja Warrior Sam Sann. former NFL player and Food 
Network Star Eddie Jackson, and Randy Lemman, The Garden Guy.

This event is hosted by the Cy-Fair Express Network (CYFEN), a 
local network of the American Business Women’s Association (ABWA) 
that provides a nurturing environment for business development, 
networking, education, and mentoring in Northwest Houston. Cy-
Fair Express Network funds numerous local scholarships. For more 
information about the Expo or about CYFEN, please go to www.
CYFEN.org or email expochair@cyfen.org. 

The Expo is sponsored by Cake. Fine Pastry, Cypress Fairbanks 
Medical Center Hospital, A Splash of Sass, Robin Haynes State Farm 
Insurance, and Villa Sport Athletic Club and Spa.

The next meetings of the Cypress Texas Tea Party will be on:
 
Saturday, April 15, 2017 NOON - 2:00 PM 
 - To Be Determined
Saturday, May 6, 2017 NOON - 2:00 PM 
 - Alan Bragg, Police Chief, CFISD
The Cypress Texas Tea Party meets every three weeks on 

Saturday 
Noon until 2:00 PM at:
Spring Creek BBQ
25831 Northwest Freeway
Cypress, Texas 77429
Map: http://goo.gl/maps/OoNjY 
A schedule of our meetings and confirmed speakers can be 

found at our website, www.cypresstexasteaparty.org

Cypress Texas 
Tea PartyEvent Details

Thursday, April 27, 2017	 11a.m. - 4p.m.
Sterling Country Club
16500 Houston National Blvd., Houston, TX 77095
Free Admission

BASHANS PAINTING  
& HOME REPAIR

• Interior & Exterior Painting • Wallpaper Removal 
• HardiPlank Replacement • Wood Replacement   
• Sheetrock Repair • Interior Carpentry
• Cabinet Painting • Wallpaper Removal &
• Pressure Washing      Texture 
• Fence Repair/Replacement • Garage Floor Epoxy
• Custom Staining • Roofing

   • Gutter Repair & Replacement            • Faux Painting 
   • Crown Molding

NO MONEY UP FRONT

281-347-6702
 281-731-3383 cell

Commercial/Residential
 ~ FREE ESTIMATES ~

20 Years Experience • References Available

                  BashansPainting@earthlink.net

            u  Fully INSuREd 

“Cy-Fair Women’s Expo to 
Fund Local Scholarships”
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Looking for a Career in Real Estate with the #1 Brand in Real Estate?
Call Mike for a Confidential Interview with RE/MAX Preferred Homes.

Mike Schroeder, ABR, CDPE
Broker-Owner - RE/MAX Preferred Homes
Fightin’ Texas Aggie Class of 1989
281-373-4300 (office)
281-373-4345 (fax)
281-705-6385 (cell)
www.mikeschroederteam.com

•	 Marketing	on	multiple	websites	for	24/7	
exposure	of 	your	home.	 	

•	 The	Mike	Schroeder	Team	has	over	30	
years	of 	combined	real	estate	experience.

•				The	market	is	HOT,	homes	are	selling	at	a	
record	pace	and	we	would	be	honored	to	sell	
your	home.

•					Flexible	commission	plans

Selling Your Home In 
Cypress Creek Lakes?

Put the Mike Schroeder Team 
to work for you!!

Cypress Creek Lakes Year-to-Date Sales Report
May ‘16 June ‘16 July ‘16 Aug ‘16 Sep ‘16 Oct ‘16 Nov ‘16 Dec ‘16 Jan ‘17 Feb ‘17

$500,000 and above 3 3 5 1 3 1 1 2 2 0
$451,000--$499,999 1 4 0 1 1 2 2 1 1 4
$351,000--$450,999 10 6 5 7 4 4 3 3 2 1
$276,000--$350,999 7 1 4 4 1 2 3 4 2 1
$231,000--$275,999 4 1 1 1 1 1 3 1 2 4
$201,000--$230,999 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
$200,999 and below 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Total 25 15 15 14 10 10 12 11 9 10
Highest $/sq ft $123.56 $130.04 $138.91 $158.48 $139.12 $133.21 $112.77 $115.35 $127.91 $128.31

“Celebrating 
24 years of  

selling homes 
in Cypress”


