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Village Creek is a welcoming community 
of 747 homes located near Tomball, Texas. 

We have a beautiful lake, stunning gardens, 
friendly people, and remarkable weather.
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IMPORTANT NUMBERS
IN CASE OF ANY EMERGENCY DIAL 911

SCHOOLS
Tomball ISD ............. 281-357-3100, www.tomballisd.net
Willow Creek Elem (K-4)...........................281-357-3080
Northpointe Int (5-6)..................................281-357-3020
Willow Wood Jr (7-8).................................281-357-3030
Tomball High (9-12)...................................281-357-3220
Tomball Memorial High School..................281-357-3230
Transportation.............................................281-357-3193

SERVICES
Village Creek Management Company.....spectrumam.com 
	 ................................................................832-500-2221
Village Creek Website Unrelated to the Board 
	 ........................................VillageCreekCommunity.com
Harris County Animal Control...................281-999-3191
Lost/Found Pets.......................................... Nextdoor.com
Harris County Veterinary Public Health......281-999-3191
Municipal District Services (24 hrs)............281-290-6503
	 ....For water leaks, water outages, water quality, or sewer 
leaks or stoppage.
Street lights out & power outages...................................... 		
	 ..............................  www.centerpointenergy.com/outage
Harris County traffic signal outages.............713-881-3210
Best Trash....................................................281-313-2378
customerservice@besttrash.com, and www.best-trash.com

Trash and Bulk Waste on both Tuesdays and Fridays
Recycle on Tuesdays only. Recycle only plastics (1-7), steel 
and aluminum cans, cardboard, paper, plastic or paper 
grocery bags, and glass (any color).

Digging? Two days prior to ANY digging in your yard, call 
811 or use http://www.lonestar811.com/

NEWSLETTER
Publisher - Peel, Inc.....................................512-263-9181
Advertising.......advertising@PEELinc.com, 888-687-6444
Editor...................................................Gordon R. Watson
	 .... villagecreek@peelinc.com or Watson.g@sbcglobal.net

 24922 Tomball Parkway  
(next to Subway)

281 257 6677
 www.joeeschapirodance.com

Best Dance 
Summer Ever

Ask about our try 
me program.

Pool Grand Opening, Saturday, May 27, 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
Go to Spectrumam.com for complete information about how to 
obtain the required pool cards.

4th of July Parade with decorated children’s conveyances at 9:30 a.m. 
Celebration with conveyances’ judging from 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Village Creek Happenings
Check Marque for Updates
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Are you Missing 
Useful Information?

You  may think you have  subscribed 
to VillageCreekCommunity.Com, 
but you may not have. There is a 
similarly-named private Facebook 
page also serving Village Creek.

We have actual Village Creek 
rainfall, event reminders, lake level 
information, beautiful photographs, 

“The House Detective,” gardening, and many other articles. We don’t 
cover items for sale, crime, or lost and found dogs. Nextdoor.Com is 
always the best place for those.

We have started a column called, “Village Creek Watchdog.” 
It provides details not commonly part of the Board’s published 
information. We also occasionally make suggestions there to 
maintain Village Creek's beauty and value.

VillageCreekCommunity.com is not related to either the HOA 

The Village Creek Watch Dog

1. There will be two Board positions open in July. If you are a good 
listener (but willing to speak up when needed), able to prioritize, fiscally 
responsible, thoughtful, open, honest, an independent thinker, team 
player, and have a sincere interest in keeping existing Village Creek 
landscaping and infrastructure beautiful; please consider running.

2. Land Crafters is our new landscape contractor.

Here are some questions about their contract with answers 
from Spectrum:

	 1. What is the cost of the new landscaping contract with
	 Land Crafters? $125,664 annually. The previous contractor
	 cost was $130,000.
	 2. Was the contract bid? Yes
	 3. If bid, how many bids? 3 Proposals
	 4. If bid, was Land Crafters the low bidder? No

Board or Spectrum. It is related to Peel’s “The Voice.”
Check us out!
VillageCreekCommunity.Com
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• Invisalign Elite Providers 
 for Teens and Adults

• Open 5 Days a Week
• 3 Convenient Locations 
 with a New O�ce Location 
 in Northpointe

• Complimentary Exams
• Tomball's Board Certified 
 Orthodontists

STRAIGHTTOOTH.COM

Kick Your Smile
into Gear with
Invisalign

MAGNOLIA
(281) 356-2929

827 S. Magnolia Blvd.
Bldg. 2 Ste. C

Magnolia, TX 77355

TOMBALL
(281) 351-5482

29220 Quinn Road
Tomball, TX 77375

NORTHPOINTE
(832) 777-7001

12231 Northpointe Blvd.
Tomball, TX 77377
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It was a productive day. I cleaned a client’s pool filter (even taking 
the time to vacuum out the final debris) and fixed a broken PVC pipe 
at his pool fill. Then I fixed my pickup truck’s problem (bad spark 
plug as determined by my $39 OBD2 Engine Analyzer). I had a spare 
new spark plug and coil which meant I didn’t have to buy anything. 
It was my secretary’s birthday. It happened that I had bought a few 
small presents for her, but I wanted to give her some flowers as well.

 After the repair, I took the truck out for a test run. The Toyota 
is nine years old and has been very reliable except that it has had 
more than its share of spark plug/coil problems. I think they fail 
because they get bored. The truck isn’t used much. The failures 
always happen at 50 mph on the frontage road to the hardware 
store. After the repair, on this test run, it ran fine.

I parked at the entrance to the garden center because my clothing 
was so tattered and dirty from the day’s work that I wanted to avoid 
the crowd. I don’t think I had shaved or showered that day either. I 
doubt if I had combed my hair. While wanting to be anonymous, 
the first person I ran into was a lovely woman with a great smile 
whose name I should know, but can never remember. She always 

knows mine. I apologized and asked it again
Then I looked around for flowers. I must digress here by reminding 

you that I am a frugal person, and, fortunately, my secretary is not a 
snob about anything. That put in perspective, I try to buy flowers which 
are inexpensive and have a chance of surviving longer than a week. 
I chose some tulips. Most buds had not opened, but one brilliantly 
red-gold flower stood above the rest. I paid and carried it out.

While women many not understand this, it is not easy for a man 
to walk out of a store carrying flowers. People, mainly women, 
look at you (or I at least feel that they do). I think they conjure up 
a background story about the flowers. As I left the garden center, 
two attractive women: a mom and daughter (45 and 25 I would 
say) smiled broadly (an honest smile) at me and my flowers. I 
smiled back. I am pretty sure I knew what they were thinking: 
This overworked, should-be-retired, poor, tattered, 73-year-old 
tradesman had finished a hard day’s work and was taking the 
only flower he could afford to his wife. They knew they weren’t 
hundred dollar flowers, but, to them, at the time, I am pretty 
sure they thought they were worth much more.

THE HOUSE DETECTIVE:
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This month, remove the dead Crape myrtle flowers to force 
more flower growth.

Fruit trees need lots of water now.
Vegetables: Heat tolerant vegetables can be planted now. Among 

these are sweet potatoes, pumpkins, squashes, and southern peas. 
Plant sunflowers. They are so fast growing. Kids love the big ones. 
Plant them at least 12” apart.

Perennials & Annuals: Fertilize this month and keep 4” of 
mulch around the drip line (but keep mulch away from the trunk). 
Upper horizontal root-tops should almost show.

If you haven’t applied your spring lawn fertilizer, apply one pound 
of nitrogen per 1000 square feet soon. What does Texas A&M say 
about buying fertilizers? Check out their web site on this subject. 
From: http://aggieturf.tamu.edu/answers4you/fertilization.html

We can expect the average temperature in May to be about 85, 
so we are definitely into the watering season. Got a continuously 
wet spot in your yard? It is likely an irrigation valve leaking 
internally…far away from the actual soggy area.

Until next time, Happy Gardening!

The Minimalist Gardener
May 2017
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PEEL, INC.
community newsletters

ADVERTISE
YOUR BUSINESS

TO YOUR
Neighbors

Katie Tagliavia
ktagliavia@peelinc.com

617.642.3076

One of the problems with jokes today is that, to reduce costs, 
many are imported from Mexico, China, India, and Vietnam, 
and, often, the jokes are plays on words, so the English version 

occasionally doesn't make any centavos.

Don’t Stop Me if You Have Heard this One
By Nodrog Nostaw

Join us for the last meeting of the league year before the summer 
break.  TAL meets at 9:30 a.m. the second Saturday of most 
months for a short business meeting followed by a guest artist art 
demonstration.  Meetings are held in the Amegy Bank Building, 
2nd floor, at Hwy 249 and Medical Complex drive in Tomball.  No 
meetings during June and July.  If you can't join us in May, plan to 
get involved with the league and art community starting with the 
August meeting.  For more info: www.thetomballartleague.com

Tomball Art League - May 13

Sudoku
The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.
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SUDOKU

Sudoku
The goal is to fill in the grid so that every row, every column, and

every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9. Each digit may
appear only once in each row, each column, and each 3x3 box.

© 2006. Feature Exchange

QualityPrintingOfAustin.com
512.263.9181

From design to print to mail,
Quality Printing can help you
with all of your printing needs! 
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MOSQUITO REPELLENTS
As mosquito season is ramping up, everyone is (hopefully) aware 

of possible disease transmission by mosquitoes. It is important that 
you protect yourself when spending time outside.

Activity times for mosquitoes can vary. Most people are familiar 
with the four D’s- DRAIN (standing water), DEET (wear some 
repellent), DUSK & DAWN (stay indoors during dusk and dawn 
to avoid peak populations) and DRESS (wear long sleeves and long 
pants). While this is still good advice, it may be a good idea to spread 
the dress and repellent advice for anytime you spend time outdoors.

When outside, wear long pants and a long sleeved shirt in light 
colors to reduce the number of mosquitoes that can reach your skin. 
Repellent should only be applied to clothing and exposed skin. Do not 
apply repellent underneath clothing! If you want to apply repellent to 
your face, spray your hands with repellent and rub it onto your face. 
Do not spray repellent directly into your face or near eyes or mouth. 
Make sure to apply repellent outdoors. Do not allow children to handle 
repellents. Wash hands before eating, smoking or using the restroom.

The Center for Disease Control (CDC) recommends using a 
product registered with the EPA (Environmental Protection Agency) 
containing one of the following active ingredients: DEET, picaridin, 
IR3535 and some of the products containing oil of lemon eucalyptus.

DEET, also known N,N-diethyl-m-toluamide or N,N-
diemethylbenzamide, was developed by the U.S. Army in 1946 
to protect soldiers in insect-infested areas. Pesticides containing 
DEET have been used by the general public since 1957. Products 
containing DEET should not be used on children younger than 
2 months of age (read the label and check with your pediatrician 
if you have questions). DEET has a slight odor and may have a 
greasy feel to some people. It may damage plastic, rubber, vinyl 
or synthetic fabrics. DEET may be irritating to the eyes and skin 
for some people. DEET comes in a wide variety of concentrations, 
so choose the one that will work best for your situation.

Picaridin was first made in the 1980’s and resembles a natural 
compound called piperine (which is found in plants used to produce 
black pepper). Picardin has been used in Europe and Australia for 
many years, but has only been in the U.S. since 2005. Picaridin is 
non-greasy and is odorless.

IR-3535, or 3-[N-Butyl-N- acetyl]-aminopropionic acid, ethyl ester, 
was developed in the mid- 1970’s and became registered for use in the 
U.S. in 1999. It is registered as a biopesticide by the EPA because it is 
functionally identical to a naturally occurring substance (an amino-acid). 
It may dissolve or damage plastics and may be irritating to the eyes.

Oil of lemon eucalyptus (OLE) or PMD (para-menthane-3,8-diol) 

are essentially the same thing; PMD is the synthesized (lab created) 
version of oil of lemon eucalyptus. “Pure” or “essential” oil of lemon 
eucalyptus is not labeled as a repellent and has not undergone testing 
and should not be used as a repellent product. OLE/PMD has been 
on the market in the U.S. since 2002. OLE/PMD should not be used 
on children younger than 3 years of age. The natural product (OLE) 
has known allergens within it while the synthetic version (PMD) has 
less of a risk to allergens. This product is classified as a biopesticide. 
OLE/PMD has a varying range of residual, some offering about 20 
minutes of protection while other products may last up to two hours.

Many factors play into how long a repellent will last for a person.

Some of these are:

•  The concentration (or percent of active ingredient) of the 
product. You can find the percentage on the product label.

•  Person’s attractiveness. Some people are more attractive to 
mosquitoes than others (and no scientific research has proven 
that it is because of eating garlic, taking vitamin B, using tobacco 
products, etc.). A person’s genetic code plays a large part on what 
makes a person so attractive to mosquitoes.

•  Frequency and uniformity of application. In other words, how often 
is the repellent applied and how good of coverage did you get?

•  Activity level of the person. The more active the person is, the 
more sweat they produce which can cause the repellent to wash 
off the surface of the skin.

As a word of caution, there are products that combine sunscreen 
and insect repellent. The CDC recommends that if you need 
sunscreen and repellent, that you choose two separate products. 
Sunscreen should be applied more often than repellents.

For more information or help with identification, contact Wizzie 
Brown, Texas AgriLife Extension Service Program Specialist at 
512.854.9600. Check out my blog at www.urban-ipm.blogspot.com

The information given herein is for educational purposes only. Reference 
to commercial products or trade names is made with the understanding 
that no discrimination is intended and no endorsement by Texas A&M 
AgriLife Extension Service or the Texas A&M AgriLife Research is implied.

The Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service provides equal access 
in its programs, activities, education and employment, without regard 
to race, color, sex, religion, national origin, disability, age, genetic 

information, veteran status, sexual orientation or gender identity.
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The Voice Cooks up some Vittles
Carrot Bundt Cake
Submitted by: April Watson and 
Taste Tested by the Editor.

Photograph: A portion of the 
frosting was left without nuts as 
a courtesy to one of the guests.

Directions
1.	 Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. Spray a 12 cup bundt pan generously with baking 
spray. Set aside.
2.	 In a large bowl, combined all the ingredients for the cake, mixing until well 
combined. The batter will be very thick! Set aside.
3.	 For the filling, beat cream cheese with sugar, vanilla, and egg until smooth and 
creamy. Set aside.
4.	 To assemble, fill the bottom of sprayed bundt pan with about 3/4 of the batter. Spoon 
the cream cheese into the pan, being careful not to let it touch the sides of the pan. Spoon 
the remaining batter over the cream cheese layer. It's okay if it doesn't cover completely.
5.	 Bake cake in a preheated oven for 60-65 minutes. The cake will be browned and 
will pull away from the pan when done. Remove from oven and cool for 5-10 minutes 
before inverting onto a wire rack. Cool completely before frosting.
6.	 For the frosting, beat cream cheese, milk, and powdered sugar together until 
smooth and creamy. Pour frosting into a large Ziploc bag and snip off the corner. 
Pipe onto the cake, generously. Sprinkle immediately with chopped pecans. ENJOY!

CAKE:
•	 2 cup granulated sugar
•	 1 cup canola oil
•	 4 large eggs
•	 2 cup all-purpose flour
•	 1 tsp baking soda
•	 1 tsp baking powder
•	 2 tsp cinnamon
•	 2 cup shredded carrots
•	 1 cup Fisher Chopped Pecans

FILLING:
•	 1 package (8oz) cream cheese, softened
•	 1/3 cup granulated sugar
•	 1 tsp vanilla extract
•	 1 large egg
FROSTING:
•	 4oz cream softened cheese
•	 3 Tbsp milk
•	 2 cup powdered sugar
•	 1/4 cup Fisher Chopped Pecans

From: 
shugarysweets.com
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BASHANS PAINTING  
& HOME REPAIR

• Interior & Exterior Painting • Wallpaper Removal 
• HardiPlank Replacement • Wood Replacement   
• Sheetrock Repair • Interior Carpentry
• Cabinet Painting • Wallpaper Removal &
• Pressure Washing      Texture 
• Fence Repair/Replacement • Garage Floor Epoxy
• Custom Staining • Roofing

   • Gutter Repair & Replacement            • Faux Painting 
   • Crown Molding

NO MONEY UP FRONT

281-347-6702
 281-731-3383 cell

Commercial/Residential
 ~ FREE ESTIMATES ~

20 Years Experience • References Available

                  BashansPainting@earthlink.net

            u  Fully INSuREd 

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. 
Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted 
by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content 
with this publication. All warranties and representations made in the advertising 
content are solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content 
should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or 
failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such 
advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher 
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes, 
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of 
misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other 
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, 
except as limited to liabilities stated above.

The Voice is a private publication published by Peel, Inc. It is not sanctioned by 
any homeowners association or organization, nor is it subject to the approval of 
any homeowners association or organization, nor is it intended, nor implied to 
replace any publication that may be published by or on behalf of any homeowners 
association or organization. At no time will any source be allowed to use The Voice 
contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in any 
media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose 
of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or other 
self amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed permission 
from Peel, Inc. The information in the newsletter is exclusively for the private use 
of Peel, Inc.

ELECTRICAL SERVICES
 SERVICING ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS

713.467.1125 or 281.897.0001
www.WiredES.com

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED

• Panel Upgrades
• Home Inspections
• TV Install/Mounting
• Troubleshooting
• Remodeling
• Landscaping Lighting
• Home Generators

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
LICENSED & INSURED

24-7 SERVICE

Take $25.00 Off Your 
Next Service Call

TECL 22809 Master 100394

Not Available 
Online
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Attention KIDS: Send Us Your Masterpiece!

VC

Color the drawing below and mail the finished artwork to us at:
Peel, Inc. - Kids Club
308 Meadowlark St

Lakeway, TX 78734-4717
We will select the top few and post their artwork on our Facebook Page - Facebook.com/PeelInc.

DUE: May 30th

Be sure to include the following so we 
can let you know!

Name: 
_______________________________

(first name, last initial)

Age:________________
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