
Copyright © 2017 Peel, Inc. The Voice - August 2017     1

The VoiceThe Voice
VOLUME 14 | ISSUE 8 | AUGUST 2017

Village Creek’s 
beautiful Lake is a 

quiet place to spend 
some time fishing, 
teach a youngster 
about model boats, 
take the dog for a 
walk, or just relax 
at one of the many 

lake-view park 
benches.  
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IMPORTANT NUMBERS
IN CASE OF ANY EMERGENCY DIAL 911

SCHOOLS
Tomball ISD  ............ 281-357-3100, www.tomballisd.net
Willow Creek Elem (K-4)...........................281-357-3080
Northpointe Int (5-6) .................................281-357-3020
Willow Wood Jr (7-8) ................................281-357-3030
Tomball High (9-12) ..................................281-357-3220
Tomball Memorial High School .................281-357-3230
Transportation ............................................281-357-3193

SERVICES
Village Creek Management Company ....spectrumam.com 
  ...............................................................832-500-2221
Village Creek Website Unrelated to the Board 
  .......................................VillageCreekCommunity.com
Harris County Animal Control ..................281-999-3191
Lost/Found Pets ......................................... Nextdoor.com
Harris County Veterinary Public Health .....281-999-3191
Municipal District Services (24 hrs) ...........281-290-6503
  ...For water leaks, water outages, water quality, or sewer 
leaks or stoppage.
Street lights out & power outages .....................................   
  .............................  www.centerpointenergy.com/outage
Harris County traffic signal outages ............713-881-3210
Best Trash ...................................................281-313-2378
customerservice@besttrash.com, and www.best-trash.com

Trash and Bulk Waste on both Tuesdays and Fridays
Recycle on Tuesdays only. Recycle only plastics (1-7), steel 
and aluminum cans, cardboard, paper, plastic or paper 
grocery bags, and glass (any color).

Digging? Two days prior to ANY digging in your yard, call 
811 or use http://www.lonestar811.com/

NEWSLETTER
Publisher - Peel, Inc. ...................................512-263-9181
Advertising ......advertising@PEELinc.com, 888-687-6444
Editor ..................................................Gordon R. Watson
  ... villagecreek@peelinc.com or Watson.g@sbcglobal.net

Thoughts on Village Creek Board Priorities
The Editor

As I write this, I don’t know who won last month's Board Election, but 
no matter who won, I do have hope for a few changes. While the Board 
has a project list, there has been no indication that the list was prioritized. 
Money is always a concern. The Board cannot do everything right away, 
so work should be prioritized in the following (or very similar) fashion:

1. First, take care of ordinary business and safety issues.
2. Second, take care of what we have. Using landscaping as an example, 
there is little to be gained by planting anything new if what exists is dying. 
Make sure the landscape company understands they are responsible for 
everything when they take on a contract, not just what they plant.
3.Third, replace those landscaping areas which have had no 
improvements at all. Commonly this will mean adding irrigation 
to assure that anything new will not die again. Lack of irrigation is 
the most common reason plants die.
4. Fourth, replace missing plants and trees. Always add ten (or so) trees 
a year as a matter of policy. We easily have lost five to ten a year with no 
replacements. It may mean planting a new tree in a different and better 
spot. Note that new trees usually need bubblers for the first few years.
5. Fifth, Start new projects in a prioritized fashion. At the top of any list 
would be to redo the old splash pad. Keep what is there to the degree 
feasible, but add to it and fix it to maintain it as a shady and pleasant 
place for families to relax. If the cost is too high, do it in phases. Above 
all, for any significant improvements, get public suggestions and ideas. 
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VILLAGE CREEK 
MARKET REPORT FOR JUNE 2017*

 Homes SOLD in June 3
 Avg Days on Market 11
 Avg Sales Price $323,050
 Average List Price vs 
 Sales Price Ratio 100%

*Data is from HAR for 6-1-17 through 6-30-17

As of July 1, 2017:
 Homes Active on the Market 11
 Price Range $250,000 - $389,900
 
 Homes Under Contract 4
 Option Pending 2
 Price Range $229,900 - $239,950
 Pending Continue to Show 0 
 Price Range N/A
 Pending 2
 Price Range $275,000 - $290,500

View my client reviews on www.har.com/DonnaLabbe

www.NorthpointeRealEstate.com

                            DONNA LABBÉ
REALTOR,® ABR, CHMS

Texas Monthly Five Star Realtor®

713.416.3577
DonnaLabbeRealtor@gmail.com

www.NorthpointeRealEstate.com

back between ¼ and 1/3 of the bush. Fertilize each rose with ½ pound 
of ammonium sulfate in mid-August. Distribute the fertilizer around 
the drip line. If no blooms appear in the first week of September, add 
a second application. Water thoroughly after pruning and fertilizing.

We tried Chinese Okra this year 
(photo). We had some huge ones 
that got lost in the abundant large 
leaves. These plants remind me 
of Kudzu. They are vines that try 
to cover everything. We removed 
them before they covered the 
entire State. We probably won’t 
plant them next year.

Fruit Trees: According to Texas Gardener Magazine, this is the 
month to stop fertilizing all fruit trees.

Trees: Mature trees and bushes will need an inch of water every 
one to two weeks to just stay alive. If your trees are in lawns, you will 
need to add a bit more water, as they are competing with the lawn for 
moisture. Younger trees will need even more water to keep their roots 
in moist soil. Do a slow soaking a few feet from the trunk to a foot 
or two beyond the canopy (outermost leaves). Summer is not a good 
month to plant trees or bushes because they need nearly daily watering.

Lawns: Arrange to keep the mower clippings on the lawn. There 
are few arguments for bagging clippings.

Vegetables: August is the time to plant southern peas, okra, 
and peppers. In general, though, it is the worst month to plant 
most things as it is too hot!

Fall Color: If you want fall color, this is the time to plant 
marigolds and petunias. If using seeds, start them in a shady part 
of the yard. They will need daily water.

Mulch: Mulch keeps water in, keeps the heat out, and significantly 
reduces the need for weeding. Keep mulch six inches or so away from 
the tree and bush trunks. Lay down a minimum of three thicknesses 
of newspapers under the mulch. Wet the papers to keep them from 
blowing away before mulching.

Roses: Expect roses to look quite bad by late summer. In August, cut 

The Minimalist Gardener
By Flint Sage

Nodrog Nostaw
Ladders get more dangerous as one ages. These days when  

I have a choice between a ladder and a beer, I take the latter.

Don’t Stop Me 
if You Have Heard this One
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If you watch detective 
shows on television, you 
get the impression we 
eat, sleep, and work as 
sleuths all of the time. 
Actually, we all have 
private lives as well. 
Our grandson spends 
an hour or so nearly 
every weekday with us. I 

recently got to thinking that it might be a good idea for me to give 
him a daily class on science and technology to learn about things 
that everyone should know. I added technology because it allows 
learning almost anything else as well. Between the two of us, we 
decided to call it the “Five Minute Boring Science and Technology 
Experiment.” We have done about twenty of them or so. Of course, 
they usually last five minutes.

 The latest experiment was communicating over a string from one 
tin can to another. It is a relatively safe bet that anyone who was 
born before 1960 has done that, but I think the concept has been 
swept away with progress. In the 1950’s, and earlier, there were no 

Five Minute Boring Science and Technology ExperimentsTHE HOUSE DETECTIVE:
Gordon R. Watson

walkie-talkies or electronics to speak of which would allow kids to 
easily communicate from one place to another, so they worked it 
out by trying tin cans and strings. Kids used to pass this stuff along 
from one kid to another. This one: not so much.

I had built the contrivance before he arrived. It consisted of two 
tin cans with ice pick sized holes in the ends. Not having any kite 
string, I used strong nylon fishing line. My older brother, who taught 
me almost everything I know, told me that the string had to be tight. 
To keep the string from pulling through the holes, I wrapped a small 
washer on the end of the string. Given that the nylon could probably 
support a ten-pound fish, it wasn’t likely that the string would break.

I explained that the general idea is that sound travels by vibrating 
the can and string. Then we stretched it out. My grandson was happy 
to give it a try, but it didn’t work that well. The string was way too 
long, and, as he pointed out, you could hear the other guy shouting 
through the air better than through the can. I recalled that was the 
case back in the 1950’s when we tried it too. This wasn’t one of life’s 
better experiments when I was young and not better now. At least he 
can say he did it when someone asks him if he ever talked to another 
guy through a tin can walkie talkie. Above all, I enjoy reliving my 
childhood. Roger-Wilko and Over and Out.
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• We Sell Boxes & Moving Supplies
• Free Move-In-Truck
• Air Conditioned Units
• Individually Alarmed Units
• Fire Sprinklers
• Over 50 Security Cameras On-Site

Ready to Serve your Storage Needs

24455 Highway 249
Tomball, TX 77375

346-808-1030

Storage West

www.StorageWest.com

Call Us Toll Free

877-917-7990

3535SE
RVING OVER

2nd Month Free
with this coupon

Must present coupon to receive discount
Valid on Select Units Only

Not valid with any other offer. Expires August 31st, 2017

SW_Northpointe_TX_75x975_Ad_BW_August-2017.pdf   1   6/8/2017   9:19:44 AM
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BASHANS PAINTING  
& HOME REPAIR

• Interior & Exterior Painting • Wallpaper Removal 
• HardiPlank Replacement • Wood Replacement   
• Sheetrock Repair • Interior Carpentry
• Cabinet Painting • Wallpaper Removal &
• Pressure Washing      Texture 
• Fence Repair/Replacement • Garage Floor Epoxy
• Custom Staining • Roofing

   • Gutter Repair & Replacement            • Faux Painting 
   • Crown Molding

NO MONEY UP FRONT

281-347-6702
 281-731-3383 cell

Commercial/Residential
 ~ FREE ESTIMATES ~

20 Years Experience • References Available

                  BashansPainting@earthlink.net

            u  Fully INSuREd 

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. 
Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted 
by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content 
with this publication. All warranties and representations made in the advertising 
content are solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content 
should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or 
failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such 
advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher 
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes, 
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of 
misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other 
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, 
except as limited to liabilities stated above.

The Voice is a private publication published by Peel, Inc. It is not sanctioned by 
any homeowners association or organization, nor is it subject to the approval of 
any homeowners association or organization, nor is it intended, nor implied to 
replace any publication that may be published by or on behalf of any homeowners 
association or organization. At no time will any source be allowed to use The Voice 
contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in any 
media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose 
of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or other 
self amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed permission 
from Peel, Inc. The information in the newsletter is exclusively for the private use 
of Peel, Inc.

ELECTRICAL SERVICES
 SERVICING ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS

713.467.1125 or 281.897.0001
www.WiredES.com

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED

• Panel Upgrades
• Home Inspections
• TV Install/Mounting
• Troubleshooting
• Remodeling
• Landscaping Lighting
• Home Generators

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
LICENSED & INSURED

24-7 SERVICE

Take $25.00 Off Your 
Next Service Call

TECL 22809 Master 100394

Not Available 
Online
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MAGNOLIA
(281) 356-2929

827 S. Magnolia Blvd.
Bldg. 2 Ste. C

Magnolia, TX 77355

TOMBALL
(281) 351-5482

29220 Quinn Road
Tomball, TX 77375

NORTHPOINTE
(832) 777-7001

12231 Northpointe Blvd.
Tomball, TX 77377

STRAIGHTTOOTH.COM

KICK
YOUR SMILE
INTO GEAR
• Invisalign Elite Providers for Teens and Adults

• Tomball's Board Certified Orthodontists

• 3 Convenient Locations with a New O�ce 
 Location in Northpointe

• Complimentary Exams

• Open 5 Days a Week
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Chances are, 
your home has 

appreciated in value.

MAYBE IT’S TIME TO MOVE UP.

Did you ever imagine your current home would appreciate 
enough to finance the home you’ve always dreamed of?

Call me to discover your home’s market value 
and help you find that dream home!

Kara Puente
Village Creek Sales Specialist 

#1 Village Creek Realtor

281-610-5402
Office: 281-444-5140

kpuente@garygreene.com


