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By Teo Spengler

Pruning Palm Plants: 
Tips On Cutting Back A Palm Tree

Cutting back a palm 
tree will not make it grow 
faster. This myth has caused 
gardeners to do extensive 
palm tree pruning that 
doesn’t help and can hurt the 
tree. Pruning palm plants, 
like any plant pruning, must 
be undertaken carefully. If 
you want to know how and 
when to prune a palm tree to 

make it stronger and healthier, 
read on.

Trimming a Palm Tree
Some experts recommend avoiding all 

palm tree pruning, but most suggest you 
avoid cutting too much or too often. When 

should you think about pruning palm plants?
Think about cutting back a palm tree if you 

notice dead or dying fronds. Removing these 
fronds by pruning palm plants not only prevents breakage damage, 
it also eliminates nesting places for rats, scorpions and other pests.

Another good reason to start trimming a palm tree is when it has 
become a fire hazard or visual hazard in your yard. If it blocks the 
views from your driveway or sidewalk, you’ll have to start palm tree 
pruning.

How and When to Prune a Palm Tree
Experts recommend that you wait until spring to prune your palm 

tree. Those dead fronds may be somewhat unattractive, but they will 
help protect the palm from summer’s heat and winter’s cold.

Sterilize and sharpen your pruning tools before you begin. 
Generally, you’ll need pruners, garden knives and pruning saws when 
you are trimming a palm tree. Wear safety glasses and protective 
gloves, as well as heavy pants and a shirt with long sleeves.

Remove any hanging, dead or unhealthy fronds. All dry, wilted or 
diseased fronds should be removed.

On the other hand, when you are pruning palm plants, don’t think 
you need to prune green, healthy fronds. There is no biological reason 
to do so and it can stress the tree. Be sure not to remove green fronds 
growing horizontally or pointing up.

What to Avoid When Cutting Back a Palm Tree
When cutting back a palm tree, don’t remove most of the fronds. 

Some gardeners make the mistake of doing this every year, and the 
tree becomes weak and unhealthy.

In fact, leave as many green fronds as you possibly can on the palm. 
Palms need many green fronds to produce a steady food supply so 
that the plant can grow. A palm tree cannot stay healthy and build 
reserves without a considerable number of green fronds.

And resist the urge to start pruning palm plants for cosmetic 
reasons. Pruning them into pineapple shapes or skinning their trunks 
weaken the trees.

School reopened for the new academic year recently. Drivers 
are reminded that all school zones have reduced and restricted 
speed limits. The use of cell phones is restricted in school 
zones also.

Be sure to STOP when a school bus is stopped to allow 
passengers to enter or exit. Wait until the flashing lights are 
off and the bus has resumed moving.

Use sidewalks when walking children to or from school. 
Park only in designated areas when dropping off or picking 
up children at school. Be alert to crossing guards and children 
in the area.

Our children are the future, let's take care of them.

SCHOOL 
HAS 

OPENED
BE 

CAREFUL!
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ARTICLE INFO
The Silverlake News is mailed monthly to all Silverlake HOA 
residents. Residents, community groups, schools, etc., are 
welcome to submit information. Personal news is also welcome. 
All submissions will be reviewed for content and approved by the 
Board of Directors and Newsletter Committee Chair. The deadline 
for submission is the 8th of the month before publication.

IMPORTANT NUMBERS

NEWSLETTER INFO

BRAZORIA COUNTY SHERIFF ....................281-331-9000
POISON CONTROL .......................................281-654-1701
CENTERPOINT ENERGY (GAS) ...................713-659-2111
Report streetlights out ........................................713-207-2222
(street lights need 6 digit pole #)  www.centerpointenergy.com/outage
MUD #2 SEVERN TRENT ................................ 281-579-4500
MUD #3 & 6
SiEnvironmental, LLC.  ....................................... 832-490-1600
BRAZORIA COUNTY ROADS & BRIDGES
 (street and curb repairs) ..................................281-331-3197
For street sign concerns ......................................281-756-1548
WASTE MANAGEMENT ................................281-487-5000
MOSQUITO CONTROL ..............281-331-6106 EXT. 1532
EMERGENCY .................................................................  911
 (always use if life or property are at risk)
NON-EMERGENCY .......................................281-331-9000
ANIMAL CONTROL ......................................281-756-2265
CALL BEFORE YOU DIG ..............................800-245-4545
CABLE/INTERNET/PHONE...COMCAST ..713-341-1000
AT&T ................................................................800-288-2020

SILVERLAKE HOA INFO
Linda Hermon - Community Manager

Crest Management Company Silverlake office location
10100 Broadway, Suite 110

Pearland, Texas 77584
Linda.Hermon@Crest-Management.com
281-272-6377 Office 281-579-7062 Fax

www.crest-management.com
HOA website: www.SilverlakeHOA.com

Amanda May - Assistant Manager
281-945-4667

Clubhouse Rentals contact 
Amanda May at amanda.may@crest-management.com

ELECTRICAL SERVICES
 SERVICING ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS

713.467.1125 or 281.897.0001
www.WiredES.com

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED

• Panel Upgrades
• Home Inspections
• TV Install/Mounting
• Troubleshooting
• Remodeling
• Landscaping Lighting
• Home Generators

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
LICENSED & INSURED

24-7 SERVICE

Take $25.00 Off Your 
Next Service Call

TECL 22809 Master 100394

SEND US 
YOUR 
Event 

Pictures!!
 Do you have a picture of an 
event that you would like to 
run in this newsletter?  Send 
it to us and we will publish 
it in the next issue.  Email 
the picture to ARTICLES@
peelinc.com.  Be sure to include 
the text that you would like to 
have as the caption.  Pictures 
will appear in color online at 
www.PEELinc.com.
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BALLOONS ARE DANGEROUS!

By Cheryl Conley, TWRC Wildlife Center
Really?
I can remember in grade school how we all attached notes to 

balloons before letting them go in hopes that the balloon would be 
found by someone far, far away. It was exciting to think that maybe 
someone from New York or California would find it and contact 
me. It never happened. I’ve been to weddings and graduations where 
helium balloons were let go as part of the celebration. What I didn’t 
know is the enormous amount of damage these balloons can do to 
our environment. I know now. If you think about it, helium balloons 
are nothing more than floating litter. Would you throw a deflated 
balloon with string on the ground? Most people 

would not. It makes for ugly trash especially on our beaches.
According to an article in February of this year on the Huffington 

Post website, balloons are among the top 3 most harmful pollutants 
threatening marine wildlife but they also harm domestic animals 
such as cattle, dogs and sheep.

Seabirds are most at risk. Deflated balloons are mistaken for 
jellyfish or squid and are eaten by the birds. Not able to digest the 
balloon, it will clog the bird’s stomach and the bird will eventually 

die of starvation. Choking is also a threat.
The ribbons or strings that are attached to the balloon are a hazard 

to birds because they can become entangled in them when the balloon 
lands in a tree. They may also use the materials to build a nest causing 
a risk factor for the hatchlings.

In its natural state, latex is biodegradable but when processed for 
balloons and treated with chemicals, plasticizers and dyes, it can no 
longer be classified as natural. It can take a balloon from 6 months 
to 4 years to decompose. Think of the damage it can cause in that 
time. Shiny mylar balloons can take even longer.

How can you help? Explain the dangers of releasing helium 
balloons to your children. Don’t plan balloon releases at any of your 
celebrations and if you know of someone who is planning this, please 
discourage them from doing so. 

TWRC Wildlife Center is a non-profit organization located in 
Houston. We provide emergency care for Texas wildlife and offer 
educational and training programs for adults and children focused on 
wildlife and the environment. Your donations are greatly appreciated. 
www.twrcwildlifecenter.org



4     Silverlake Howeowner's Association - September 2017 Copyright © 2017 Peel, Inc.

Silverlake

We accept more than 75 insurance providers and offer a full range of advanced 
imaging services, including:

Houston Methodist Imaging Center in Pearland is equipped with
state-of-the-art technology, providing superior quality images to facilitate
the most accurate diagnoses and treatment plans. The imaging center also 
offers easy scheduling with same-day results and complimentary parking
for patients and family members.

Schedule your imaging appointment today. 
Call 713.363.8650 or fax your request 
to 281.485.4540.

• 3 Tesla wide-bore MRI
• 64-slice CT
• Arthrography

• Barium studies
• Bone mineral densitometry
• Fluoroscopy

• Ultrasound
• X-ray

Houston Methodist
Imaging Center in Pearland

8520 W. Broadway St., Suite 110 
Pearland, TX 77584
Monday–Friday, 8 a.m.–5 p.m.

HOUSTON METHODIST 
IMAGING CENTER IN PEARLAND

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

View answers online at www.peelinc.com

ACROSS
1. Charge 
5. Syrian bishop 
9. Against 
10. Landing 
11. Leaves 
12. Boom box 
13. Allure 
15. African antelope 
16. Polite 
18. Leafy green 
21. Marry 
22. Esophagus 
26. Woken 
28. Goad 
29. Type of tooth 
30. Refer 
31. Posttraumatic stress     

disorder 
32. Sieve

DOWN
1. Nativity scene piece 
2. Competition at the Greek  

games 
3. Capital of the Ukraine 
4. Symbol 
5. Expression of surprise 
6. Emblem 
7. Pickle juice 
8. A ball out of bounds (2 wds.) 
10. Twist violently 
14. Ripper 
17. Strums 
18. Slough 
19. Ross ___, philanthropist 
20. Gods 
23. Brand of sandwich cookie 
24. Seaweed substance 
25. Cabana 
27. Blue

Crossword Puzzle

© 2006. Feature Exchange

ACROSS
1. Squeeze 
5. Lovers 
9. Women's magazine 
10. Special case only (2 wds.) 
11. Lemony 
12. Passes at the bull 
13. Of this 
15. Feign 
16. Long scoldings 
18. Tutee 
21. To be 
22. Band instrument 
26. __ cotta (clay) 
28. Too 
29. Append (2 wds.) 
30. Worker 
31. Honker 
32. University (abbr.) 

DOWN
1. Fit together 
2. Healing plant 
3. Speak indistinctly 
4. To this document 
5. Food and drug administration (abbr.)
6. Leading 
7. Time being 
8. Beats it! 
10. Wrangle 
14. What the Tin Man needed 
17. Naval fleet 
18. Devil 
19. Doctrine 
20. Tends sheep 
23. Group of nations 
24. Afloat 
25. Noble 
27. Fish eggs 

Crossword Puzzle

© 2007. Feature Exchange

ACROSS
1. Squeeze 
5. Lovers 
9. Women's magazine 
10. Special case only (2 wds.) 
11. Lemony 
12. Passes at the bull 
13. Of this 
15. Feign 
16. Long scoldings 
18. Tutee 
21. To be 
22. Band instrument 
26. __ cotta (clay) 
28. Too 
29. Append (2 wds.) 
30. Worker 
31. Honker 
32. University (abbr.) 

DOWN
1. Fit together 
2. Healing plant 
3. Speak indistinctly 
4. To this document 
5. Food and drug administration (abbr.)
6. Leading 
7. Time being 
8. Beats it! 
10. Wrangle 
14. What the Tin Man needed 
17. Naval fleet 
18. Devil 
19. Doctrine 
20. Tends sheep 
23. Group of nations 
24. Afloat 
25. Noble 
27. Fish eggs 

Crossword Puzzle

© 2007. Feature Exchange
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�SIL VERLINE 
'e!MONTESSORI 

We offer the highest quality Montessori education experience 
and are committed to the emotional, social, and educational 
growth of our children. 
• Engaging Montessori approach

• Degreed and highly qualified teachers

• Carefully prepared, secure indoor and outdoor environments

Healthy and individualized, daily chef-prepared meals

Enriching programs included such as Spanish, Music, Art and Yoga

• Infant through 5th Grade

Silverlake 
3121 Cullen Pkwy 

Pearland, Texas 77584 
(281) 997-3700

Schedule 
your tour 

today! 

silverlinemontessori.com 

Shadow Creek 
2080 Reflection Bay 

Pearland, Texas 77584 
(713) 436-5070

Accredited by the National Independent Private Schools Association (NIPSA) and AdvancED (SACS CASI). Affiliated with the American Montessori Society (AMS). 

Quick and Easy 7 UP Biscuits
INGREDIENTS

4 cups Bisquick
 1 cup sour cream
 1 cup 7-up
 1/2 cup melted butter

DIRECTIONS

•	 Mix Bisquick, sour cream and 7 up. Dough will 
be very soft - don't worry. 

•	 Knead and fold dough until coated with your 
baking mix. 

•	 Pat dough out and cut biscuits using a round 
biscuit / cookie cutter. 

•	 Melt butter in bottom of cookie sheet pan or 
9x13 casserole dish. 

•	 Place biscuits on top of melted butter and bake 
for 12-15 minutes or until brown at 425 degrees.
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DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions 
of their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. 
or its employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any 
facts stated in articles submitted by others. The publisher also assumes 
no responsibility for the advertising content with this publication. All 
warranties and representations made in the advertising content are solely 
that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content should be 
taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for 
misprints or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the 
actual cost of such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the 
publisher assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or 
typographical mistakes, except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated 
above or in the case of misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental 
or consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or 
any other liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a 
timely manner, except as limited to liabilities stated above.

At no time will any source be allowed to use The Silverlake News contents, 
or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in any media, 
website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose of 
solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or 
other self amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed 
permission from Peel, Inc. The information in the newsletter is exclusively 
for the private use of Peel, Inc. and the Silverlake HOA.

NOT AVAILABLE ONLINE

BASHANS PAINTING  
& HOME REPAIR

• Interior & Exterior Painting • Wallpaper Removal 
• HardiPlank Replacement • Wood Replacement   
• Sheetrock Repair • Interior Carpentry
• Cabinet Painting • Wallpaper Removal &
• Pressure Washing      Texture 
• Fence Repair/Replacement • Garage Floor Epoxy
• Custom Staining • Roofing

   • Gutter Repair & Replacement            • Faux Painting 
   • Crown Molding

NO MONEY UP FRONT

281-347-6702
 281-731-3383 cell

Commercial/Residential
 ~ FREE ESTIMATES ~

20 Years Experience • References Available

                  BashansPainting@earthlink.net

            u  Fully INSuREd 
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Attention KIDS: Send Us Your Masterpiece!

SLV

Color the drawing below and mail the finished artwork to us at:
Peel, Inc. - Kids Club, 308 Meadowlark St, Lakeway, TX 78734-4717

We will select the top few and post their artwork on our Facebook Page - Facebook.com/PeelInc.
DUE: September 30th

Be sure to include the following so we can let you know!

Name: _______________________________(first name, last initial)

Age:________________
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