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Village Creek is fortunate to have a 
beautiful lake with fish, turtles, and ducks.  

Occasionally, other birds drop in for a 
bite, a swim or a drink.  A walkway around 
the lake will give you thirty minutes of 
exercise.  Or, you can just relax and fish.  
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IMPORTANT NUMBERS
IN CASE OF ANY EMERGENCY DIAL 911

SCHOOLS
Tomball ISD  ............ 281-357-3100, www.tomballisd.net
Willow Creek Elem (K-4)...........................281-357-3080
Northpointe Int (5-6) .................................281-357-3020
Willow Wood Jr (7-8) ................................281-357-3030
Tomball High (9-12) ..................................281-357-3220
Tomball Memorial High School .................281-357-3230
Transportation ............................................281-357-3193

SERVICES
Village Creek Management Company ....spectrumam.com 
  ...............................................................832-500-2221
Village Creek Website Unrelated to the Board 
  .......................................VillageCreekCommunity.com
Harris County Animal Control ..................281-999-3191
Lost/Found Pets ......................................... Nextdoor.com
Harris County Veterinary Public Health .....281-999-3191
Municipal District Services (24 hrs) ...........281-290-6503
  ...For water leaks, water outages, water quality, or sewer 
leaks or stoppage.
Street lights out & power outages .....................................   
  .............................  www.centerpointenergy.com/outage
Harris County traffic signal outages ............713-881-3210
Best Trash ...................................................281-313-2378
customerservice@besttrash.com, and www.best-trash.com

Trash and Bulk Waste on both Tuesdays and Fridays
Recycle on Tuesdays only. Recycle only plastics (1-7), steel 
and aluminum cans, cardboard, paper, plastic or paper 
grocery bags, and glass (any color).

Digging? Two days prior to ANY digging in your yard, call 
811 or use http://www.lonestar811.com/

NEWSLETTER
Publisher - Peel, Inc. ...................................512-263-9181
Advertising ......advertising@PEELinc.com, 888-687-6444
Editor ..................................................Gordon R. Watson
  ... villagecreek@peelinc.com or Watson.g@sbcglobal.net

Trees: Mature trees and bushes will need an inch of water every 
one to two weeks to just stay alive. If your trees are in lawns, you 
will need to add a bit more water, as they are competing with 
the lawn for moisture. Younger trees will need even more water 
to keep their roots in moist soil. Do a slow soaking a few feet 
from the trunk to a foot or two beyond the canopy (outermost 
leaves). Summer is not a good month to plant trees or bushes 
because they need nearly daily watering.

Lawns: Arrange to keep the mower clippings on the lawn. 
There are few arguments for bagging clippings.

Vegetables: August is the time to plant southern peas, okra, 
and peppers. In general, though, it is the worst month to plant 
most things as it is too hot!

Fall Color: If you want fall color, this is the time to plant 
marigolds and petunias. If using seeds, start them in a shady 
part of the yard. They will need daily water.

Mulch: Mulch keeps water in, keeps the heat out, and 
significantly reduces the need for weeding. Keep mulch six inches 
or so away from the tree and bush trunks. Lay down a minimum 
of three thicknesses of newspapers under the mulch. Wet the 
papers to keep them from blowing away before mulching.

Roses: Expect roses to look quite bad by late summer. In 
August, cut back between ¼ and 1/3 of the bush. Fertilize 
each rose with ½ pound of ammonium sulfate in mid-August. 
Distribute the fertilizer around the drip line. If no blooms appear 
in the first week of September, add a second application. Water 
thoroughly after pruning and fertilizing.

We tried Chinese Okra this year (photo). We had some huge 
ones that got lost in the abundant large leaves. These plants 
remind me of Kudzu. They are vines that try to cover everything. 
We removed them before they covered the entire State. We 
probably won’t plant them next year.

Fruit Trees: According to Texas Gardener Magazine, this is 
the month to stop fertilizing all fruit trees.

The Minimalist Gardener
By Flint Sage

Nodrog Nostaw
I am puzzled.  In real-estate ads, some bodies of water are 

called "stunning lakes."  Why, during property tax season, 
are the same bodies of water commonly known as, "swamp, 

mosquito-infested detention ponds?"

Don’t Stop Me 
if You Have Heard this One
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Late one summer evening, I was packing my luggage for a case 
in California.  Suddenly, I heard a loud mechanical noise outside.  
I had never heard it before: a sort of intermittent mechanical 
screeching.  I grabbed my flashlight and headed out the back door 
to the side of our home.  I approached the air conditioner.  After 
a moment of sleuthing, I deduced that the condenser fan was the 
culprit.  The timing was unfortunate.  I had intended to replace the 
fifteen-year-old motor preemptively, but it was too late for that.  I 
decided to shut the unit down and order the fan so that it would 
arrive before I returned in ten days.  I have a smaller A/C upstairs, 
and I thought there was a chance that, if I left the upstairs door 
open, heavier, cold air from it would cascade down the stairs to 
help cool the first floor.  My plane left the next day.

When I returned late in the day, ten days later, the lower house 
temperature was 80 Deg F and the upper room at 90.  I checked 
the second floor A/C and found it had failed as well.  I spent 
the next few hours moving fans around, opening windows, and 
getting ready for a sweltering evening.   I recalled that Hurricane 
Ike forced many Tomball residents to spend two weeks or more 
without power or A/C.  I could take it.

The night was warm but tolerable. The next morning, I replaced 
the fan motor without any particular issues.  Thankfully, the fan was 
specific to the unit (shaft was the right length and no extra wires).  

A Strange Noise in the Hot NightA HOUSE DETECTIVE

M Y S T E R Y
Gordon R. Watson

Being somewhat color-deficient, I was pleased that both the old 
and new conductors (three) had numbers and written abbreviations 
for colors as well.  The unit started up just fine with no vibration.  

I moved to the second.  I knew that the condenser fan worked, 
so I tested the compressor capacitor.  It had failed.  Knowing how 
commonly capacitors fail, I had a spare, so the replacement was 
easy.  The second A/C unit started without a hitch.  

Tomball is quiet at night.  Homes here are well insulated, often 
with brick walls, so the nights are usually tranquil except for 
maybe train whistles in the distance, birds tapping on rain gutters, 
mockingbirds singing, or frogs croaking after rain.  I slept well with 
the air conditioning coming on a few times to keep the house cool 
from the 80-degree temperature outside.  

Then I awoke at about 4:30 AM.  I heard a noise which was 
very similar to or the same as that I heard ten days earlier.  Had 
I missed something?  Had the compressor failed rather than the 
condenser fan?  

I put on some clothing, grabbed a flashlight, and walked along 
the sidewalk to the A/C units.  Both were humming along, 
running fine.  I was puzzled for a moment.  Then I heard it.  The 
mosquito spraying truck was driving around the neighborhood 
with its strange screeching sound.  I went back to bed. Thankfully, 
things are sometimes things are not what they seem.

The Voice Cooks up some Vittles
MISSISSIPPI  ROAST

What You Need

Directions
1.  Pour 1/4 cup of water into the insert of your slow cooker.  
Lay the chuck roast on top.

•	 3-	pound	chuck	roast
•	 1-	ounce	packet	of	dry	ranch	seasoning	mix
•	 1-	ounce	packet	of	dry	au	jus	gravy	mix
•	 6	tbsp	unsalted	butter
•	 1/4	cup	water
•	 5-6	pepperoncini

2.		 Sprinkle	 the	 dry	 ranch	 seasoning	mix	 on	 top	 of	 the	
chuck	roast,	then	sprinkle	the	dry	au	jus	mix	on	top,	then	
place	6	tbsp.	of	butter	on	top	of	the	roast,	and	finally	5-6	
pepperoncini	around	the	roast.
3.	 	Cook	on	low	for	8	hours.
4.	Shred	and	serve	with	gravy.

You may serve this with a side of mashed potatoes and vegetables, 
or serve it on top of white/brown rice, or make a sandwich.  Avoid 
adding salt because the gravy is fairly salty already.

If you wish, add vegetables to the slow cooker to cook along 
with the roast.  Add Potatoes, carrots, celery, or anything else you 
wish 2-3 hours before the roast is done.

Cook's Thoughts
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PEEL, INC.
community newsletters

ADVERTISE
YOUR BUSINESS

TO YOUR
Neighbors

Mark Rimmer
markrimmer@peelinc.com

512.751.8812
512.263.9181

Call today for more info

QualityPrintingOfAustin.com

Remaining 
Village Creek

 Events for 2017
(Confirm at Marquee)

Fall Garage Sale, Friday & 
Saturday, October 13 & 14

Cookies with Santa, 
Sunday, December 3, 
2:00 p.m.- 4:00 p.m. 
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• We Sell Boxes & Moving Supplies
• Free Move-In-Truck
• Air Conditioned Units
• Individually Alarmed Units
• Fire Sprinklers
• Over 50 Security Cameras On-Site

Ready to Serve your Storage Needs

24455 Highway 249
Tomball, TX 77375

346-808-1030

Storage West

www.StorageWest.com

Call Us Toll Free

877-917-7990

3535SE
RVING OVER

2nd Month Free
with this coupon

Must present coupon to receive discount
Valid on Select Units Only

Not valid with any other offer. Expires September 30th, 2017

SW_Northpointe_TX_75x975_Ad_BW_September-2017.pdf   1   6/8/2017   9:16:28 AM
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BASHANS PAINTING  
& HOME REPAIR

• Interior & Exterior Painting • Wallpaper Removal 
• HardiPlank Replacement • Wood Replacement   
• Sheetrock Repair • Interior Carpentry
• Cabinet Painting • Wallpaper Removal &
• Pressure Washing      Texture 
• Fence Repair/Replacement • Garage Floor Epoxy
• Custom Staining • Roofing

   • Gutter Repair & Replacement            • Faux Painting 
   • Crown Molding

NO MONEY UP FRONT

281-347-6702
 281-731-3383 cell

Commercial/Residential
 ~ FREE ESTIMATES ~

20 Years Experience • References Available

                  BashansPainting@earthlink.net

            u  Fully INSuREd 

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. 
Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted 
by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content 
with this publication. All warranties and representations made in the advertising 
content are solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content 
should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or 
failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such 
advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher 
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes, 
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of 
misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other 
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, 
except as limited to liabilities stated above.

The Voice is a private publication published by Peel, Inc. It is not sanctioned by 
any homeowners association or organization, nor is it subject to the approval of 
any homeowners association or organization, nor is it intended, nor implied to 
replace any publication that may be published by or on behalf of any homeowners 
association or organization. At no time will any source be allowed to use The Voice 
contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in any 
media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose 
of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or other 
self amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed permission 
from Peel, Inc. The information in the newsletter is exclusively for the private use 
of Peel, Inc.

ELECTRICAL SERVICES
 SERVICING ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS

713.467.1125 or 281.897.0001
www.WiredES.com

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED

• Panel Upgrades
• Home Inspections
• TV Install/Mounting
• Troubleshooting
• Remodeling
• Landscaping Lighting
• Home Generators

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
LICENSED & INSURED

24-7 SERVICE

Take $25.00 Off Your 
Next Service Call

TECL 22809 Master 100394

Not Available 
Online
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Do you have a question about your 
garden plants?  An excellent source for 
quick answers is Harris County AgriLife 
(https://harris.agrilife.org/ask-the-
agriculture-agent/).  I recently asked a 
question about our Basham Party Pink 

Crape Myrtle leaves (see photo).  Their answer:  

“That appears to be a combination of some fungal leaf spots 
along with the plant getting rid of some old leaves. While you 
could repeatedly treat with a fungicide, I've found that with some 
cultural care the plant seems to survive and outgrow the problem. 
Avoid keeping the soil too soggy wet. Fertilize the plants a little 
to promote fresh new growth.”

Robert "Skip" Richter
County Extension Agent - Horticulture
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service in Harris County

Have a Problem with a Plant?
By Flint Sage

Thryallis is a Tomball-proven plant. It is drought-resistant and likes 
full sun (but can tolerate partial shade as well). It will get 4’ to 6’ 
tall and about 4’ wide. It likes good drainage and not a lot of water 
once established. It has beautiful yellow flowers until a frost. It is 
deciduous in our area. It can tolerate temperatures to 25 degrees F 
so it may freeze here. If it does freeze, cut it back and it will rebound 
for summer. Prune to shape if it grows beyond where you want it. 
Fire Ants do not seem to mound around ours.

Plant of the Month: Thryallis 
(Galphimia Glauca)

By Flint Sage

Want to know who represents you in Government?
From the “Houston Chronicle,” July 26, 2017

Type in tinyurl.com/TxWhoRepsMe.

Put in your address and the information pops up! The following 
includes just the names. The web site provides access to all contact 
information.

Texas U.S. Senators
Senator John Cornyn and Senator Ted Cruz.

Texas U.S. Representative
Congressional District 10--Congressman Michael T. McCaul

Texas State Senator
Texas State Senate District 7--Senator Paul Bettencourt

Texas State Representative
Texas State House District 130--Representative Tom Oliverson

Texas State Board of Education Member
Texas State SBOE District 6--Ms. Donna Bahorich  

Who represents you 
in Government

Memorial Hermann Health System recognizes the vital 
importance of volunteers, and the newly opened Memorial 
Hermann Cypress Hospital is no different. The hospital is now 
taking applications for its volunteer program. Four-hour volunteer 
shifts are available seven days a week from 5 a.m.to 9 p.m. Learn 
more at: http://www.memorialhermann.org/locations/cypress/
volunteer-at-memorial-hermann-cypress-hospital/

The American Cancer Society (ACS) says one in seven men will 
be diagnosed with prostate cancer in their lifetime. September is 
Prostate Cancer Awareness month, and urologists are using this 
time to urge men to talk with their doctors about beginning annual 
prostate cancer screenings between 40 and 50 years of age. Visit 
www.memorialhermann.org/prostatecancer/ to learn more about 
prostate cancer screenings, diagnosis, and treatments.

The Voice on Health and Volunteering
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Kara Puente
Village Creek Sales Specialist 

#1 Village Creek Realtor

281-610-5402
Office: 281-444-5140

kpuente@garygreene.com

Whether you are moving to 
your first home, a larger home, 
or downsizing to a smaller home, 
choose an experienced agent 
who will get you where you want 
to go with less stress and worry. 
Contact me today!

We will get you where you want to be,  HOME.
TOGETHER

Expect BetterSM


