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Official Publication of Jester Homeowners Association, Inc.

JESTER HOLIDAY LIGHTS CONTEST
THE HOLIDAY SEASON IS RAPIDLY APPROACHING, AND WITH IT COMES OUR HOLIDAY LIGHTS 
CONTEST! YOU ARE INVITED TO “DECK YOUR HOUSES” WITH HOLIDAY SPIRIT AND MAKE THE 

SEASON A LITTLE MORE SPECIAL AND FUN AT JESTER ESTATES.

Look for more information on the contest in the next issue!  To be a sponsor in the Holiday 
Lights contest you can contact Rossi Byrne at rossibyrne@gmail.com

JESTER HALLOWEEN 
PARADE & ACTIVITIES

Saturday, October 28th
9:30 am

Jester Club
(You do not need to be a member to participate)

Parade route is up Jester, around Basil, and back.  
Come out and cheer on our Jester kiddos 

they love an audience!

Jester neighbors we welcome Fall and the beauty that surrounds 
Jester during this time of year.  Last month a meeting was held at the 
Coffee Shark (thank you to owner Matt Allen) to discuss the Speed 
bumps with Council Member Atler and City Staff.  The intent of 
this meeting was to respond to neighborhood concerns and show 
alternatives that may be considered.  There were so many people in 
attendance, that the meeting had to be split into two times. Speed 
bump surveys were handed out and the appointed Safety Committee 
collected results which are included in this edition of the Warbler.  
The Jester Board supports a better process and communication with 
the HOA and community before the City takes such actions.  We 
hope to be involved with the City as they determine best method of 
speed control in Jester.  Thank you for your involvement and interest 
regardless of your stance on this issue.

Jester is a great place to live!
Diana Miller
President HOA

PRESIDENT’S 
CORNER
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CHOCOLATE CLASS 101
Gather friends and family for a chocolate-filled holiday 
activity and an education in CHOCOLATE! Host a 
private chocolate class in your home with Professional 
Chocolatier, Claire McKenzie. You will start your 
chocolate journey learning how cocoa beans become a 
chocolate bar. You will then awaken your palette with 
a chocolate tasting.  A demonstration will be given on 
how to make a simple ganache (gah nosh) recipe and 
then you will create and customize your very own 1/2 lb 

box of hand-rolled truffles to take home and enjoy!
Prepare to have fun and  get messy!

*must have minimum of 6 students to hold a class  *kid friendly ages 6+  *aprons and gloves will be provided

Classes start October 12, 2017 and end December 31, 2017

Available days and times:
Thursdays 6-8pm
Fridays 7-9pm
Saturdays 1-3pm and 7-9pm
Sundays 1-3pm and 6-8pm
$50 per student

Call 512-553-2195 or email clairezmckenzie@gmail.com to reserve your private class

LOST PET

Her Name is BabyBird...

Missing since 
Saturday evening 9/2/17

Owners: Alain Nimri & Trish Laird
Address: 6902 Jester Boulevard Austin, 78750

Phone: 512 694 3344 (Trish) 512 431 6918 (Alain)
Email: Trishlaird@gmail.com | Animri@gmail.com

The safety committee collected surveys from 8/29 - 9/5 
through 3 channels

1)  along Jester Blvd and Beauford Dr on 2 days
2)  at Alison Alter’s community meeting at the Coffee Shark
3)  online through SurveyMonkey and advertised on Nextdoor
We had 336 survey respondents. The results show that

- 53% feel that our roads are safe to moderately safe, as indicated 
by a vote of 1 (not concerned) or 2, while 37% indicated a moderate 
to high level of concern with a vote of 4 or 5 (very concerned). * 
Responses were mostly similar for Jester Blvd and Beauford Dr, with 
very few respondents voting significantly differently on the two roads.

- The percentage of residents who are concerned about the safety of 
common activities ranges from 15% - 32%. The activity of greatest 
concern is crossing the street for the park and correspondingly the most 
requested safety feature for our neighborhood is a crosswalk at the park.

- 88% - 93% of people did not feel that the existing speed cushions 
improved the safety of common activities

Jester HOA Safety Committee 
Survey Results

(Continued on Page 4)

by Susanne Paul
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ARTICLE SUBMISSIONS
Interested in submitting an article? You can do so by emailing 
diana0777@att.net or by going to:

www.peelinc.com/articleSubmit.php.
All news must be received by the 12th

of the month prior to the issue.



4     The Jester Warbler - October 2017 Copyright © 2017 Peel, Inc.

Jester Estates

Anytime Fitness
512.372.4000
austintx@anytimefitness.com
www.anytimefitness.com

Austin Hearing Services – Margaret Hutchison
512.687.1117
austinhearinginfo@gmail.com
www.austinhearingservices.com

Blake Miller State Farm
512.795.9200
www.blakeinsures.com
blake@blakeinsures.com

Britex Dental
512.900.3604
www.britexdental.com

Coffee Shark
512.505.8051
info@coffeeshark.com
www.coffeeshark.com

Edward Jones Investments
Karl Van Reusen, CFP
512.372.1643
karl.vanreusen@edwardjones.com

Ranch Road Vision
512.893.2020
RRVS@RanchRoadVision.com
www.RanchRoadVision.com

- A majority (52% - 83%) of our residents are concerned about 
adverse side effects of the speed cushions

- 85% of residents do not support the use of speed cushions 
for speed mitigation

- Looking only at the subset of respondents who are moderately 
to highly concerned about safety, as determined by a vote of 4 or 
5 for concern, 36% support speed cushions and 31% feel that the 
activities that they were most concerned about have been made 
safer by the existing cushions.

- Many survey comments mentioned an appreciation for the 
aesthetics of our neighborhood and this result is consistent with 
the survey data, which indicates that non-invasive means of speed 
mitigation are strongly favored

(72%) over means, such as a road diet or center medians, that 
physically modify the road (35%).

- Many responded in the comment field a desire to add stop signs but 
LATM policy does not permit the use of stop signs for speed mitigation 
because studies have shown them to be ineffective at reducing speeds.

- Consistent with the desire for non-invasive solutions, respondents 
expressed an overwhelming willingness to improve their driving 
behaviors.  Although these questions were primarily symbolic in 
nature they may indicate that our residents are willing to take a level 
of ownership to achieve the speed mitigation solutions of their choice.

This survey indicates an opinion among the majority of Jester 
residents that speed cushions are not the preferred choice for speed 
mitigation and that alternative options should be pursued. Notably, 
even a majority of those respondents who perceive a higher level of 
concern with safety do not support the use of speed cushions and 
do not consider them to be effective. The Jester Safety Committee 
recommends that the City of Austin consider implementing a 
combination of the following speed mitigation options together 
with making our neighborhood speed cushion-free.

-  neighborhood speed awareness program
-  lighted speed indicator signs
-  police enforcement

The challenge with this approach, as opposed to physical road 
modifications, is that the physical characteristics of Jester Blvd 
encourage speeding and it will take ongoing efforts via the speed 
awareness program to combat that. The Safety

Committee will also explore the option of adding a crosswalk at 
the park.

Acknowledgements:
This survey was conducted by the Jester HOA Safety Committee, 

whose members are Susanne Paul (chair), Carol Phillipson, and 
Phil Ponebshek.

(Continued from Page 2)
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PRINTS

Screen Printing, Custom Embroidery,  
and Promotional Products.

1901 Ranch Road 620N, Bldg 2
Austin, TX 78734

512-222-1120
VillaPrints.com

The BIGGEST little shirt shack in Austin.

VP_Ad_peel.indd   1 7/19/2017   3:17:04 PM
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Since the last article, the Welcome Committee has delivered 
8 welcome bags to new Jester residents.  It must be the end 
of summer rush!  Most of the new families came from other 
houses in Austin, even one from Jester, but we did have one long 
distance move.  We met such great people; several expressed their 
appreciation for their welcome from other Jester families.

• Jeff and Paige moved from the Domain to their new home on 
the 7300 block of Holly Fern Cove.  

• Mike, Jean, and their teen daughter Carolyn moved to the 
6700 block of Winterberry from their home near Columbia, South 
Carolina due to a work-related move.  

• Jenna and Bryan with their daughters Grace and Eleanor, 
and their French Bulldog Louis IV moved to the 7100 block of 
Winterberry from the Mueller area.  

WELCOME COMMITTEE NEWS

• We also met Allison and David, with 
their 2 little ones, 5 years old Greyson 
and 2 ½ years old Bailey.  They moved 
to the 7400 block of Jester from Great 
Hills.   They’ve lived in Austin for a 
while but are New York natives.  

• Scott and Liz moved to the 8000 block 
of Bottlebrush from Northwest Hills.  They 
have two dogs, Scarlet and Honey Bee.  

• We met Jean and Ed, plus Ed’s Mom 
who was visiting.  They moved to the 
7300 block of Foxtree.  Jean has moved to 
Austin from New York City.  Her biggest 

adjustment in Austin so far has been the driving; it’s not like living in NYC.
We delivered a welcome bag to Archit and Amy who moved to Agave 

Cove.  They weren’t home at the time, but we knew they had moved 
in.  Hope you found the bag, Archit and Amy!  We also left bags at 
another residence on the 8300 block of Elander where we knew current 
Jester residents had moved from their prior house on High Hollow.

If you live near any new residents, please stop by and introduce 
yourself!  Also, please contact JoAnn Welles at (512) 484-7588 
or jawelles1@gmail.com if you’ve moved to Jester lately and we 
haven’t welcomed you officially.  We may have tried to deliver a 
bag to you but not found you home.

Zoom Whitening for $249 
& $1000 off Invisalign

Kenneth
Kassabian, D.D.S.

512-418-9150

Located at 2222
& Jester Blvd

* Caring Professionals  

   providing exceptional  

   service in Austin since 1995

*One appointment crowns

*Invisalign  

  and traditional braces

*Impants

*Newest technology creates a  

  comfortable, safer, time-saving  

  appointment for our patients

*Preventitive Dentistry
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When it comes to addressing health concerns, sooner rather than 
later is best. With flu season just around the corner, early vaccination 
is key to protecting you and your family against the nasty flu virus.

“The flu vaccine is one of our best lines of defense against the 
flu virus,” said Cesar Gerez Martinez, MD, a primary care doctor 
at Seton Family of Doctors plus Express Care. “Get the shot early, 
before the virus begins spreading in your community.”

Protect and Prevent
The flu virus changes from year to year, so does the composition 

of the vaccine. The Centers for Disease Control Prevention conducts 
studies each year to determine the most effective vaccine for the season.

The annual needle stick may not be comfortable, but it offers 
protection for about six months.

“The flu vaccine helps the body create antibodies that provide 
protection against infection,” Dr. Martinez said. “Getting the shot will 
not only protect you, but others around you throughout the flu season.”

Age, illness, or other risk factors may prevent some people from getting 
vaccinated, so they rely on herd immunity to help keep them protected. 
When a large population, or “herd,” is vaccinated, the possibility of 
spreading preventable diseases decreases. This creates an extra layer of 
protection for those who are too young or too sick to be vaccinated.

Risks associated with the flu vaccine are very low. You can’t get 
the flu from the shot.

The most common side effects include redness, mild swelling, or 
soreness at location of shot. In some cases, people may experience 
low-grade fever, mild rash, headache and body ache.

Getting the flu shot doesn’t always mean you won’t get sick, but the 
immunities already built up from the vaccine can help you weather 
the illness with more ease.

“If you get sick even after being vaccinated, the symptoms are 
typically milder,” Dr. Martinez said.

Tick tock, get your shot
Get your flu shots early for maximum protection

submitted by Erin Rogers
Sooner rather than later
The flu virus is active all year, and due to factors such as climate 

shift and being cooped up indoors more often, the number of 
infections peaks December through February. Some outbreaks 
can last into the spring.

The CDC recommends that most anyone aged six months and 
older can get a flu shot. Talk to your doctor if you have concerns 
about the flu vaccine.

Tips to reduce the spread of flu
Dr. Martinez emphasizes that getting immunized is key to 

protecting you and your loved ones against the flu. For additional 
prevention measures, use these tips to avoid spreading germs:

• Wash your hands and hard surfaces often.
• Don’t share food or drinks.
• Stay home if you’re sick.

Cesar Gerez Martinez, MD, is at Seton Family of Doctors Plus Express 
Care, now in your neighborhood 5301-B Davis Lane, Austin TX 78749, 

at the southwest corner of Mopac and Davis Lane.
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NOW ENROLLING

CCOA-WESTLAKE 
8100 Bee Caves Rd 
Austin, TX 78746 
512.329.6633

CCOA NORTHWEST AUSTIN 
6507 Jester Boulevard 

Building 2 
Austin, TX 78750 
512.795.8300

CCOA-STEINER RANCH
4308 N. Quinlan Park Rd. 

Suite 100 
Austin, TX 78732 

512.266.6130

childrenscenterofaustin.com

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

View answers online at www.peelinc.com

ACROSS
1. Charge 
5. Syrian bishop 
9. Against 
10. Landing 
11. Leaves 
12. Boom box 
13. Allure 
15. African antelope 
16. Polite 
18. Leafy green 
21. Marry 
22. Esophagus 
26. Woken 
28. Goad 
29. Type of tooth 
30. Refer 
31. Posttraumatic stress     

disorder 
32. Sieve

DOWN
1. Nativity scene piece 
2. Competition at the Greek  

games 
3. Capital of the Ukraine 
4. Symbol 
5. Expression of surprise 
6. Emblem 
7. Pickle juice 
8. A ball out of bounds (2 wds.) 
10. Twist violently 
14. Ripper 
17. Strums 
18. Slough 
19. Ross ___, philanthropist 
20. Gods 
23. Brand of sandwich cookie 
24. Seaweed substance 
25. Cabana 
27. Blue

Crossword Puzzle

© 2006. Feature Exchange

ACROSS
1. Can 
4. At sea 
10. Maturity 
11. Apt 
12. Winter mo. 
13. Cactus drug 
14. Choose (2 wds.) 
16. Long time 
17. Tush 
18. You 
20. Hey! 
22. Baby's "ball" 
26. Fortify 
29. Groove 
31. Relating to the laity 
33. Loose gown worn at mass 
34. Accounts 
35. Central Intelligence Agency 
36. Stacking card game 
37. Critical 

DOWN
1. College field of study 
2. Open mouthed 
3. Rumormonger 
4. Dog food brand 
5. Zealous 
6. Repose 
7. Double-reed instrument 
8. Singing voice 
9. Adolescent 
15. Saute 
19. Move away 
21. Toothbrush brand 
23. Taken __ (shocked) 
24. Negate 
25. Treed (2 wds.) 
26. Alack's partner 
27. Standing 
28. Short 
30. Too 
32. Hat 

Crossword Puzzle

© 2007. Feature Exchange

ACROSS
1. Can 
4. At sea 
10. Maturity 
11. Apt 
12. Winter mo. 
13. Cactus drug 
14. Choose (2 wds.) 
16. Long time 
17. Tush 
18. You 
20. Hey! 
22. Baby's "ball" 
26. Fortify 
29. Groove 
31. Relating to the laity 
33. Loose gown worn at mass 
34. Accounts 
35. Central Intelligence Agency 
36. Stacking card game 
37. Critical 

DOWN
1. College field of study 
2. Open mouthed 
3. Rumormonger 
4. Dog food brand 
5. Zealous 
6. Repose 
7. Double-reed instrument 
8. Singing voice 
9. Adolescent 
15. Saute 
19. Move away 
21. Toothbrush brand 
23. Taken __ (shocked) 
24. Negate 
25. Treed (2 wds.) 
26. Alack's partner 
27. Standing 
28. Short 
30. Too 
32. Hat 

Crossword Puzzle

© 2007. Feature Exchange
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DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of 
their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its 
employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in 
articles submitted by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for 
the advertising content with this publication. All warranties and representations 
made in the advertising content are solely that of the advertiser and any such 
claims regarding its content should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints 
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of 
such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher 
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes, 
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of 
misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other 
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, 
except as limited to liabilities stated above.

At no time will any source be allowed to use the Jester Estates Community 
Newsletter contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, 
nor in any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. 
for the purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political 
campaigns, or other self amplification, under penalty of law without written 
or expressed permission from the Jester Estates Homeowner's Association and 
Peel, Inc. The information in the newsletter is exclusively for the private use of 
Jester Estates residents only.

NOT AVAILABLE
ONLINE

STEVE’S PLUMBING
REPAIR
• Water Pressure Problems
• Sewer & Drain Service
• Fiber Optic Drain
   Line Inspections
• Free Estimates
• Satisfaction Guaranteed

Steve Brougher
2605 Buell Ave

Master License: M-39722

512.276.7476
satisfaction guaranteedfree estimates

water pressure problems
�ber optic drain line inspectionssewer & drain service 

Steve Brougher
276-7476  ∙ 2605 Buell Ave

STEVE’S
PLUMBING

REPAIR
Master 
License: 

M-39722

satisfaction guaranteedfree estimates

water pressure problems
�ber optic drain line inspectionssewer & drain service 

Steve Brougher
276-7476  ∙ 2605 Buell Ave

STEVE’S
PLUMBING

REPAIR
Master 
License: 

M-39722

JESTER HOA HAS A 
NEW WEBSITE!

The HOA has a new updated, website. Besides HOA 
documents and contact information, it will keep you 
informed on the social events throughout the year.

WWW.JESTERHOA.COM
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The change from late summer into early fall can trigger some unusual 
natural events, and at this time of year in Central Texas, we can often 
see periodic population explosions of the American Snout butterfly.

Often mistaken for migrating Monarch butterflies, the American 
Snout (Libytheana carinenta) is a medium-sized butterfly with a 
brown upperside, wings orange at the base, and white spots near 
the tips of the forewings. Its underside is a mottled grayish-brown 
pattern, much like a dried, dead leaf. Snouts are named for their 
elongated mouthparts, and when they hang from the underside of 
a branch, which they most often do, their ‘snout’ resembles the stem 
or ‘petiole’ of a leaf and their folded wings appear to be the dead leaf 
itself. It’s the perfect camouflage for defense against avian predators.

In the caterpillar stage, 
snouts are dark green with 
yellow stripes along the top 
and sides of their body, with 
two small, black tubercles 
on the top of their thorax. 
These caterpillars feed on all 
hackberry species, but they 
prefer spiny hackberry. While 
Austin is at the northernmost 
boundary of this plant’s 
range, it is close enough 
that we get to experience a 
‘snoutbreak.’ After a good 
rain, spiny hackberry plants 
(also known as granjeno 
or desert hackberry) grow 
numerous new leaves. In 
response, the snout butterfly 

by Jim and Lynne Weber
SNOUTBREAK!

lays its eggs on these new leaves, which provides the fuel for a 
significant number of its caterpillars. In Texas, it only takes 12 days 
to go from egg to caterpillar to adult butterfly.

T h e  e c o l o g y 
behind this event 
is related to several 
factors. First, the 
p o p u l a t i o n  o f 
snouts is positively 
c o r r e l a t e d  t o 
t h e  i n t e n s i t y 
a n d  d u r a t i o n 
o f  d r y  p e r i o d s 
that immediately 
precede significant 
r a i n s .  T h e s e 
droughts seem to 
greatly diminish 
parasites that can 
harm and kill snout 
l a r va e .  Se cond , 
adult snouts wait 
out  the se  long , 
d r y  p e r i o d s  by 
r e m a i n i n g  i n 
‘ r e p r o d u c t i v e 

diapause’, a state of arrested development/reproduction and 
decreased metabolism in response to the adverse environmental 
conditions. This condition reverses when the rains arrive and trigger 
the third factor, new growth on the spiny hackberry host plants. 
Female snouts will only lay eggs on this prolific new growth, and 
coupled with the lack of parasites, this creates a population boom.

Most often, ‘snoutbreaks’ occur in South Texas and Mexico, 
where the spiny hackberry is plentiful. However, one of the 
largest recorded snout emergences occurred in late September 
of 1921, when over the course of 18 days more than 6 billion 
southeasterly-bound snout butterflies flew over San Marcos to 
the Rio Grande River. That’s an estimated 25 million per minute! 
While not every year is quite that spectacular, keep your eyes open 
this time of year, about two weeks after a rain, and you should 
see region-wide migrations of snout butterflies as they waft by in 
pretty impressive numbers.

Send your nature-related questions to naturewatch@austin.
rr.com and we’ll do our best to answer them. If you enjoy reading 
these articles, check out our books, Nature Watch Austin and 
Nature Watch Big Bend (both published by Texas A&M University 
Press), and our blog at naturewatchaustin.blogspot.com.
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