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Meridian Charity BBQ 
for Hurricane Harvey 

Relief Efforts
Submitted by: Jacquelyn Waldrop

A new tradition was started this 
Labor Day. Meridian community 
members banded together to 
organize a BBQ lunch to help 
raise funds for Hurricane Harvey 
relief efforts to help our friends 
and neighbors in Houston and 
South Texas coastal areas.

The Meridian HOA donated 
the meat to be smoked, grilled and 
prepared by our neighborhood 
pit bosses. Neighbors donated 

plates, napkins, cutlery, sides, desserts and drinks. For a recommended 
donation of $20/plate, a couple hundred Meridian neighbors came 
out to enjoy each other’s company and feast on the gorgeous spread 
of authentic Texas BBQ. Together, we raised approximately $5,000 
to aid in relief efforts, which was donated in full to the Red Cross.

The BBQ picnic was so successful, there’s talk of this becoming a 
neighborhood tradition: a community Labor Day BBQ benefiting 
rotating charities each year. 
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ASHLEY STUCKI   
BROKER, REALTOR, CHLMS, CIPS,CRS
ashley@ashleyaustinhomes.com

Austin Business Journal Top 3 Producing Agent 2014 - 2016 
Texas Monthly Five Star Agent 2013 - 2016 
Austin’s Platinum Top 50 Award Winner 2015 - 2017
AIOREP Top 10 Agent for Client Satisfaction 2015 - 2016

W W W. A S H L E YA U S T I N H O M E S . C O M

OCTOBER CAN BE ONE OF THE BEST 
TIMES TO SELL YOUR HOME

SOLD IN 1 DAY

SOLD IN 2 DAYS SOLD IN 3 DAYS SOLD IN 4 DAYS

SOLD IN 4 DAYS

Fall is an excellent time to sell 
your home. Low inventory & high 

demand create an opportunity 
to sell your house quickly, for the 

highest possible price!

Ashley Austin Homes sells more 
houses in Southwest Austin than 

anyone else. Find out why!

512.217.6103



Copyright © 2017 Peel, Inc. Meridian Community Monitor - October 2017     3

THE MONITOR



4    Meridian Community Monitor - October 2017 Copyright © 2017 Peel, Inc.

THE MONITOR

 The Monitor is a monthly newsletter mailed to all Meridian 
residents. Each newsletter is filled with valuable information 
about the community, local area activities, school information 
and more.If you are involved with a school group, play group, 
scouts, sports activity, social group, etc. and would like to 
submit an article for the newsletter you can do so online at 
www.PEELinc.com or you can email it meridian@peelinc.
com. Personal news for the Stork Report, Teenage Job Seekers, 
special celebrations, birthday announcements and military 
service are also welcome. Our goal is to keep you informed!

A Newsletter for Meridian residents

NEWSLETTER INFO
PUBLISHER
 Peel, Inc. ........................ www.PEELinc.com, 512-263-9181
 Advertising ......... advertising@PEELinc.com, 512-263-9181

 Please support the advertisers that make The Monitor 
possible. If you would like to support the newsletter by 
advertising, please contact our sales office at 512-263-9181 
or advertising@PEELinc.com. The advertising deadline is the 
9th of the month prior to the issue.

ADVERTISING INFO

WELCOME

Find Meridian on 
Facebook

@MeridianSocialBuzz
@MeridianMamas

NOT AVAILABLE
ONLINE

Meridian Events 2017
Save The Dates

Fall Community Wide Garage Sale:
Saturday, October 14 @ 8am-1pm

Clean out those closets and host a garage sale at your home, 
this will be advertised on Craigslist and in the newspaper. If 
it rains there will be an alternate make-up date.
 

Holiday Cookies and Caroling at the Pavilion:
Tuesday, December 19 @ 6-7:30pm

Come and join your neighbors for cookies and music at the 
pavilion before you go out and view the Christmas lights in 
the neighborhood. Awards will be given to the top decorated 
house in each section. 

See NextDoor and the
Meridian Marquee for more details!

Submitted by: Jacquelyn Waldrop
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Austin ISD 2017 Bond Backpacks from Bobcats

Early voting is Oct. 23–Nov. 3 
and Election Day is Nov. 7.

The Baldwin Community Gives Back 
to Victims of Hurricane Harvey

Submitted by: Jacquelyn Waldrop Submitted by: Jacquelyn Waldrop, 
Baldwin PTA Board MemberThe Austin Independent School District Board of Trustees 

unanimously approved a November 7, 2017 bond election for 
$1,050,984,000, which would bring 21st century learning spaces 
to students without increasing our tax rate.

This bond is designed to modernize or construct 16 new campus 
facilities, some of which will be replacement schools. It is also planned 
to update campuses with capital improvement projects. Some key 
projects included in the bond proposition are:

• Districtwide improvements to technology for teachers and 
students and transportation,

• Improvements to address overcrowding and critical needs, and
• Reinvention programs for 21st century learning.
The AISD Board of Trustees approved a bond proposition informed 

by the Facility Master Plan, which serves as a high-level guideline 
for all district facilities over the next 25 years. This bond package is 
the culmination of almost two years of intensive work.

While addressing critical facility needs, it is equally important to 
use this opportunity to modernize facilities and reinvent the urban 
education experience for AISD.

For more information about the Bond and to view
projects by campus, visit:

https://www.austinisd.org/bond

In the aftermath of Hurricane Harvey, which devastated Houston 
and the surrounding areas, Baldwin families and community 
members wanted to help and “adopted” Robinson Elementary 
School in

Houston. The Baldwin community will be assisting them 
throughout the year as they recover from Hurricane Harvey. 
Already, we’ve collected nearly 150 backpacks filled with school 
supplies for their students.

Robinson is on the far East side of Houston and is 1 of 9 schools 
(out of a total of 306 HISD schools) that have such extensive 
damage that they will not be able to return to their campus, but 
will have to split into a middle school and elementary school. The 
demographic of

Robinson is 75% Hispanic, 24% African American, and 1% 
white. The majority of students are English Language Learners and 
almost 90% receive free and reduced lunch.

Not only the students, but the educators that have dedicated 
their lives to making a difference are in need of teaching materials. 
Want to help? You can order amazon gift cards online and send 
them directly to Robinson Elementary or drop them off at the 
Baldwin office marked for Robinson Elementary. Other gift cards 
that educators could use are Office Depot, Target, Walmart and 
Office Max. Need more information? Contact Baldwin’s counselor: 
Lindsay.Myrick@austinisd.org

Thank you for attending the 8th Annual Baldwin PTA Carnival. 
This year, the carnival was held on Saturday, September 30th so we 
could extend the fun for one more hour!

Together, we raised funds for Baldwin PTA programs. These funds 
go to support our students and teachers through on-site field trips-like 
the traveling Science Circus and Planetarium, classroom equipment 
and books, flexible seating, gym and playground equipment, just to 
name a few. Thank you, to the Baldwin PTA volunteers who help 
make this event happen every year as well as our parents, students, 
staff and community for your generous support during a wonderful 
night of fun and fund raising.

8Th Annual Baldwin 
Fall Carnival

Submitted by: Jacquelyn Waldrop
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Austin Independent School District

2017-2018 School Calendar 
Grade Reporting Periods

August 2017
 7-10 New Teacher Orientation
 14-16 Staff Development
 17-18 Planning & Prep
 21 First Day of Classes

September 2017
 4 Student & Staff Holiday - Labor Day

October 2017
 9 Student Holiday - Elem. Parent Conference;
  Secondary Staff Development

November 2017
 20-24 Thanksgiving Holiday

December 2017
 20 Winter Break Begins

January 2018
 2 Student Holiday - Staff Development
 3 Classes Resume
 15 Student & Staff Holiday
  Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

February 2018
 19 Student Holiday - Elem. Parent Conference;
  Secondary Staff Development
  1st Bad Weather Makeup Day

March 2018
 12-16 Spring Break
 30 Student Holiday - Staff Development 

2nd Bad Weather Makeup Day
     
May 2018
 28 Student & Staff Holiday - Memorial Day
 30 Last Day of Classes
 31 Planning & Prep
  

Austin Independent School District
1111 W. Sixth St., Austin, TX 78703
512-414-1700  www.austinisd.org 
 
Approved by the AISD Board of Trustees 01/22/2017
District of Innovation Plan approved 03/27/2017

District Closed 

Planning & Prep/
Student Holiday

First / Last
Day of Classes

+  Bad Weather
 Make-up Day

] Secondary Grading  
 Period 
 
}  Elementary Grading 
  Period

Legend

Student/Staff Holiday

Staff Development/
Student Holiday

Student Holiday -
Elem. Parent Conference
Secondary Staff
Development

New Teacher Orientation

For more information about important District dates and events, and religious holidays which may 
affect student attendance, please check our website www.austinisd.org 
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Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their authors and do 
not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. Peel, Inc. is not 
responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted by others. 
The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content with this 
publication. All warranties and representations made in the advertising content are 
solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content should be 
taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or 
failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such 
advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher 
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes, 
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of 
misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other 
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, 
except as limited to liabilities stated above.

The Monitor is a private publication published by Peel, Inc. It is not sanctioned by 
any homeowners association or organization, nor is it subject to the approval of any 
homeowners association or organization, nor is it intended, nor implied to replace any 
publication that may be published by or on behalf of any homeowners association or 
organization. At no time will any source be allowed to use The Monitor's contents, or 
loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in any media, website, print, 
film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose of solicitation, commercial 
use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or other self amplification, under penalty 
of law without written or expressed permission from Peel, Inc. The information in the 
newsletter is exclusively for the private use of Peel, Inc.

When you join the Y, you’re committing to more than simply becoming 
healthier. You are supporting inclusion and  accessibility for all.

The Y works to ensure our programs and 
facilities are accessible and welcoming to 
all abilities. We turn to community partners 
like Archer’s Challenge to help us grow in 
these areas.

For more than a workout. For a better us.

LEARN MORE & JOIN TODAY AT AUSTINYMCA.ORG

JOIN IN OCTOBER 
AND WE’LL DONATE 

IN YOUR NAME TO 
ARCHER’S CHALLENGE 

$25

SOUTHWEST FAMILY YMCA  6219 Oakclaire Dr. • 512.891.9622

If you haven’t already, Baldwin PTA is asking for Baldwin Families 
and Community members to join the PTA and make your support 
of our school official!  You don’t have to have a child at Baldwin to 
be a part of the PTA and share your voice. 

Visit BaldwinPTA.org to join now!  Single memberships are $8.50 
and Family memberships are $15 and we need your support to help 
enrich our school programs.  We are 100 members short of our goal 
to grow our PTA to 400+ members strong this year.

Mark your Calendars:  2017-2018 PTA Meetings 

• Thursday, October 19 @ 6pm
• Thursday, January 18 @ 8am
• Thursday, February 15 @ 6pm
• Thursday, April 19 @ 8am
• Thursday, May 17 @ 6pm

Join Baldwin
Elementary PTA

Turn your Bedroom into 
a Sanctuary

Submitted by: Jacquelyn Waldrop, Baldwin PTA Board Member

Submitted by: Jacquelyn Waldrop, Realtor @ AustinRealEstate.com

Since we spend about a third of our lives sleeping, we should place 
high importance on the look and feel of the master bedroom. Follow 
these tips to transform one of the most important rooms of your home 
into a relaxing sanctuary.

What to Bring In
• Neutral Colors -- Light, neutral hues like creams, taupes, grays and 

blues provide a tranquil atmosphere. Use soft, coordinating colors for 
your bedding and walls.

• Soft Lighting -- Overhead lighting can sometimes be harsh or too 
concentrated. Create a soothing mood with soft, balanced lighting 
throughout the room. Add lamps to brighten dark corners and 
illuminate each side of the bed.

• Window Treatments -- A sense of privacy is essential to any sanctuary. 
Window treatments offer coverage from the outside world and can 
be a beautiful design element. If outside lighting disrupts your sleep, 
consider blackout curtains.

What to Take Out
• Outdated Bedding -- A relaxing bedroom begins with a comfortable 

bed. Most experts recommend replacing your mattress every eight years. 
Pillows should be replaced every two to three years or every six months 
if you have asthma or allergies.

• Excess Furniture -- Get back to basics by paring down your bedroom 
to just the essentials. Most people require little more than a bed frame, 
a couple of matching nightstands and a dresser or chest of drawers. 
Anything more can quickly become clutter.

• Unnecessary Electronics -- From more sleep to better family 
relationships, there are numerous benefits of having a technology-free 
bedroom. Reserve your master bedroom for rest and relaxation, and 
keep electronics out.

Make over your master bedroom into a serene space you look forward 
to at the end of a long day. These tips can help you get started.
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