
Copyright © 2017 Peel, Inc.	 The Gazette - November 2017     1

Letter from the Board of Directors
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Please join the TriDelta Alumnae of Austin at our second annual Cookies & Castles event which benefits 
Dell Children’s Blood and Cancer Center. The fundraiser will be held at St. Luke United Methodist Church 
in Clarksville on Friday, December 8 and Saturday, December 9. We will provide unlimited icing and candy 
to decorate gingerbread men (cookies) and gingerbread houses (castles) and we’ll clean up the mess! 

Ladies Night Out will be Friday, December 8 from 7-9pm, sans kiddos. Family Decorating will be 
Saturday, December 9 and starting times at 9:30am, 11:30am, or 1:30pm. Individual houses or tables of 
four houses will be available on our website: http://www.austin.tridelta.org/cookies--castles.

Sponsorship opportunities, volunteer opportunities, and other questions can be directed to 
cookiescastlesATX@gmail.com
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1901 Ranch Road 620N, Bldg 2
Austin, TX 78734

512-222-1120
VillaPrints.com

This Year, Don’t Give Dad 
Another Tie.

  
Personalize Gifts for Your 

Entire List. 

Screen Printing, Embroidery, 
Monogramming, and Bling
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EMERGENCY NUMBERS
EMERGENCY........................................................... 911
Fire.............................................................................. 911
Ambulance.................................................................. 911
Sheriff – Non-Emergency............................512-974-0845
SCHOOLS
Elementary
	 Clayton....................................................512-841-9200
	 Kiker........................................................512-414-2584
	 Mills........................................................512-841-2400
	 Patton......................................................512-414-1780
Middle
	 Bailey.......................................................512-414-4990
	 Small........................................................512-841-6700
	 Gorzycki..................................................512-841-8600
High School
	 Austin......................................................512-414-2505
	 Bowie.......................................................512-414-5247
UTILITIES
Water/Wastewater
 City of Austin............................................512-972-0101
 City of Austin (billing).............................. 512-494-9400
 Emergency.................................................512-972-1000
Texas State Gas
 Customer Service....................................1-800-700-2443
 Gas related emergency.............................1-800-959-5325
Pedernales Electric Cooperative
 New service, billing....................................512-219-2602
 Problems....................................................512-219-2628
ATT/SBC Telephone
 New Service............................................1-800-288-2020
 Repair.....................................................1-800-246-8464
 Billing.....................................................1-800-288-2020
Allied Waste................................................512-247-5647
Time Warner Cable.....................................512-485-5555
OTHER NUMBERS
Oak Hill Postal Station.............................1-800-275-8777
City of Austin 
 Dead Animal Collection.............................512-494-9400
 Abandoned/Disabled Vehicles....................512-974-8119
 Stop Sign Missing/Damaged......................512-974-2000
 Street Light Outage (report pole#).............512-505-7617
NEWSLETTER PUBLISHER
Peel, Inc.............................................. 512-263-9181
Article Submissions.......... villagegazette@peelinc.com
Advertising........................advertising@PEELinc.com

IMPORTANT NUMBERS

Calling All Caregivers!
If you are a caregiver in the Village of Western Oaks area who would 

be interested in joining a support group where you can socialize with 
other caregivers in our area, please email villagegazette@peelinc.com 

and we will put you in touch with each other.

SOUTHWEST AUSTIN SPECIALISTS
512-297-3442

LET US HELP YOU FIND YOURS
The Pursuit of Happiness
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The most advanced minimally invasive vein treatments to end your pain and suffering!
Do you experience:
 -Leg Pain
 -Aching
 -Heaviness
 -Swelling
 -Bulging Veins
 -Cramping
 -Restless Leg

Dr. Michael Di Iorio is a 
board certified and 

nationally recognized expert 
in the diagnosis and 

minimally invasive treatment 
of vein disease. 

If you suffer from problems related to vein disease, we are here to help!

5301-A Davis Lane, Suite 210    Austin, TX 78749
Phone: (512) 212-9791     www.southaustinvein.com

Most treatments covered by insurance! 
Evening and weekend appointments available!

“It is my goal to deliver the highest quality and most effective care to patients 
suffering from varicose veins and venous reflux disease in a caring and safe 
environment.”    -Michael Di Iorio, MD, RPVI, RVT, RPhS

Luminations 
Thousands of luminaries and twinkling lights turn the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center into 

a holiday wonderland during Luminations, an Austin holiday tradition. In addition to the magical 
lights, there will be free taffy and hot chocolate with admission, a cash bar and plentiful music to 
make this one of Austin’s most memorable holiday traditions. 

More details at www.wildflower.org

DECEMBER 7-10
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LEARN MORE & JOIN TODAY AT AUSTINYMCA.ORG

SOUTHWEST FAMILY YMCA  6219 Oakclaire Dr. • 512.891.9622

The holiday countdown is on and we know your calendar is filling up by the 
minute, but with more than 1,000 fitness classes offered each week, the 
YMCA of Austin is here to help you stretch yourself. Keep the commitment 
to your health through the holidays, and burn off your seasonal stress at a 
YMCA near you.

Free classes for members include indoor cycling,  
yoga, pilates, water exercise, group exercise  
and so much more.

For more than a workout. For a better us.

8
CONVENIENT

BRANCH LOCATIONS

Donations Needed

Dr. Mark J. Cantu, DDS

NOW OPEN! SCHEDULE YOUR 
APPOINTMENT TODAY!

512-551-5400 www.OakHillDentalATX.com

We provide the highest 
quality compassionate 
dental care to patients 

of all ages in a warm and 
welcoming environment.

Conveniently Located at the Y at Oak Hill 
in the Oak Hill Shopping Plaza (Near Wells Fargo)

7101 W. Hwy. 71 Ste. A-3

GIVING OUR NEIGHBORS
A REASON TO SMILE

Did you know that the Gus Garcia Young Men’s Leadership 
Academy is an all-boys academy in Austin ISD? The academy offers 
career and technology classes through Project Lead the Way. The 
school requires uniforms, including a blazer and tie, along with a 
belt for class every day. 97% of the students at this school live in 
families that are below the poverty line. One of our neighbors is an 
8th grade English Language Arts and Special Education Inclusion 
teacher at Gus Garcia. She is accepting donations of button up 
dress shirts, ties, shoes, and belts in virtually any size. If you’d like 
to coordinate a donation, please email: villagegazette@peelinc.com 
and we will connect you.
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(Continued on Page 7)

Stop by or call us today!
8916 Brodie Lane (corner of Brodie & Davis)

(512) 362-8083

Now Open

Your New
Neighborhood Pharmacy

Now Open

www.brodielanepharmacy.com

Providing Habitat for the Monarch Butterfly
Submitted by LaJuan Tucker, City of Austin and Johanna Arendt, Travis County

Over the past few years, 
Texas has boasted some of 
the highest growth rates 
in the country. Central 
Texas has seen increased 
development, urbanization, 
and economic growth. 
Natural landscapes are 
quickly being converted 
to roadways, housing, and 
retail.

These dramatic shifts in the landscape are having a significant 
impact on wildlife. Water sources are being paved over or polluted 
with runoff. Agricultural lands and native grasslands that provide 
nesting and foraging sites for birds are increasingly replaced with 
houses and gas stations. Wildlife now must cross roadways and travel 
longer distances to find food, shelter, and mates.

There are, however, many ways that residents can help wildlife in 
urban and suburban landscapes. Balconies, parks, greenbelts, school 
yards, and backyards are just a few of the places that can provide 
important resources for wildlife.

One species that especially needs our help is the monarch 
butterfly (Danaus plexippus). This iconic butterfly is most famous 
for its long migrations and its beautiful orange and black markings. 
Unfortunately, research shows that overall monarch numbers are 
on the decline. Here in Central Texas, we encounter the monarch 
butterfly during both its northern and southern migrations, which 
puts us in a unique position to assist with conservation efforts.

Learn more on November 8, when LaJuan Tucker will be giving a 
presentation about backyard wildlife at Concordia University. Join 
us at 6:30pm in Room C270 for a fun, informative program.

HOW YOU CAN HELP
Provide monarch habitat essentials: food, water, shelter, and a place 

to raise their young in parks, yards and open spaces.

Provide native milkweed, the “host plant” for the monarch larvae:
Antelope horn (Asclepias asperula)
Green milkweed (Asclepias viridis)
Texas milkweed (Asclepias texana)
Find more at https://www.wildflower.org/collections/collection.

php?collection=centex_milkweed
Plant native, butterfly-friendly flowers that provide nectar sources 

for adult butterflies: http://xerces.org/monarch-nectar-plant-guide-
southern-plains/

Supervise pets and children when outdoors to ensure they do not 
harm wildlife visitors.

Control imported fire ant populations in your yard. Fire ants are 
predators of monarch eggs and caterpillars.

Use pesticides sparingly or avoid using them altogether. These 
harmful chemicals are thought to have a negative effect on both 
milkweed and the butterflies themselves.

THE MONARCH’S LIFE CYCLE
The monarch butterfly’s journey is well documented in NOVA’s 

Journey of the Butterflies. This petite insect, weighing no more than 
0.75 grams, starts off as a tiny egg on a milkweed plant. Milkweed 
is the monarch’s “host” plant -- they lay eggs only on that type of 
plant. Once the eggs hatch, monarch caterpillars begin to eat the 
milkweed and sequester the cardenolides found there. Cardenolides 
are poisonous to most vertebrates, making the monarch repugnant to 
predators. The bright orange and black coloration the butterfly has 
after metamorphosis advertises to predators their poisonous nature.

While the adult monarch is brightly colored, the caterpillar blends 
in by taking on the colors of its host plant, with beautiful bands of 
green, yellow, white, and black. In this larval stage, monarchs molt 
several times as they grow. After its final growth phase, the caterpillar 
begins its preparation for pupation. Most monarchs will stay in 
pupation from 9 to15 days, depending on ambient temperatures. 
Once the wing muscles have developed, the chrysalis turns clear, 
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(Continued from Page 6)

Please remember to pick up 
after your pets and
“scoop the poop”

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. 
Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted 
by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content 
with this publication. All warranties and representations made in the advertising 
content are solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content 
should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints 
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of 
such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher 
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes, 
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of 
misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other 
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, 
except as limited to liabilities stated above.

The Gazette is a private publication published by Peel, Inc. It is not sanctioned 
by any homeowners association or organization, nor is it subject to the approval 
of any homeowners association or organization, nor is it intended, nor implied to 
replace any publication that may be published by or on behalf of any homeowners 
association or organization. At no time will any source be allowed to use the 
Gazette's contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor 
in any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the 
purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, 
or other self amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed 
permission from Peel, Inc. The information in the newsletter is exclusively for 
the private use of Peel, Inc.

Visit our Oak Hill Location:
6233 W. William Cannon Drive

1A minimum deposit of $95,000 is required. Dividends are 
compounded and paid quarterly. Funds must remain on deposit for 
the term of the certificate or penalties will apply as follows: terms of 
12 months or less - 90 days dividends; terms over 12 months - 180 
days dividends.  Rates subject to change without notice. Federally 
insured by NCUA.

512-302-5555 | www.atfcu.org

Jumbo Share Certificate

1.41%
1.56%
18 Months

24 Months
Annual Percentage Yield

1

exposing the coloration for which the butterfly is famed.
After emerging from the chrysalis, the monarch fuses its proboscis, 

which it will use to suck nectar from flowers, and waits for its wings 
to dry. If the monarch is located in North America, it will soon 
begin a journey of around 3,000 miles to overwintering locations in 
California, Mexico and other southwestern states. How the monarch 
butterfly makes such a tremendous journey is still a mystery. Some 
believe that earth’s magnetic fields assist the monarch in navigation. 
Others believe that the angle of the sun during different seasons 
gives them clues. Once they arrive at their overwintering grounds, 
the monarchs wait for the weather to warm up again before the next 
generation makes the journey back north.

Although a single generation will make the 3,000-mile flight south, 
the journey back northward is made by four successive generations. 
Central Texas in the bottle neck of the monarch’s flight path. Both 
northbound and southbound monarchs fly through Texas on their 
way in and out of Mexico. Because of our location in the monarch’s 
flight path, local residents have a unique opportunity to help the 
monarch on their spectacular journey.

As the Central Texas population continues to grow, so can our 
responsibility to make sure urban and suburban places serve not only 
as economic growth centers, but also as havens for wildlife such as 
the monarch butterfly.

References: Oberhauser Karen S. and Michelle J Solensky ed.
The Monarch Butterfly: Biology and Conservation. New
York: Cornell University Press. 2004. Print
About the author: LaJuan Tucker is the Program Coordinator for 

the City of Austin’s Wildlife Austin Program. This program advocates 
for the creation and conservation of public spaces as critical sources 
of wildlife habitat and opportunities to connect the community back 
to nature. LaJuan also administers the Mayor’s Monarch Pledge for 
the City of Austin, is a Habitat Steward Host™ and a Landscape for 
Life Trainer™.
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ASHLEY STUCKI   
BROKER, REALTOR, CHLMS, CIPS,CRS
ashley@ashleyaustinhomes.com

Austin Business Journal Top 3 Producing Agent 2014 - 2016 
Texas Monthly Five Star Agent 2013 - 2016 
Austin’s Platinum Top 50 Award Winner 2015 - 2017
AIOREP Top 10 Agent for Client Satisfaction 2015 - 2016

WWW. A S H L E Y H OM E VA L U AT I O N . C OM

Holidays start in the kitchen, 
let’s make sure yours is picture perfect.  


