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Snowflake
Snowflakes slowly falling.

Touching my cheeks.
Gently caressing my skin with the bitter 

bite of frost.

Kissing my pores deeply. 
With the ache of last night’s mistake.

 A dance in the wind. 
Controlled by no one.

 Wanted by all. 

The snowflakes dancing gracefully to the 
ground.

With no care of the misfortune they bring.
No thoughts of the crisp slap they leave 

in their wake. 
No remorse as the they ruin yet another 

productive winter day.

Sometimes I just feel broken. Broken as in not whole, shattered 
& not even sure how to begin putting the pieces back together. Are 
all of the pieces even still there?

I'm not going to lie. Living and dealing with emotional trauma is 
no cup of tea. You feel lost, beaten, broken, and very much alone. 
You frequently feel things will never get better. After all, how can 
they ever be as good as they were (or, at least, as good as you thought 
they were) when you're this broken shell of a person. Then, you 
watch and see the rest of the world passing, and think, "Why even 
try? It's hopeless."

With the passing of spring, I’ve been thinking about the significance 
of this particular season at this junction of my life. Spring is the season 
of rebirth and renewal; the time of fresh starts. So, as I sit & watch the 
renewal of everything around me, I wonder... What about me? Can 
I be renewed? Is there enough left of this broken person to put back 
together, fill the holes, and turn out a new person fresh and whole?

I've found that spending time with friends, both the human and 
equine variety, is a great healer. They have become my glue that pulls 
the shattered pieces back together. While spending quiet moments 
relaxing with my horse I hear God more clearly, telling me that I 
have purpose in this life. What came before was meant to happen, if 
only to prepare me for what is to come and to help me become the 
person He means me to be. Learning God's plans for me not only 
helps reassemble the scattered pieces, but leads me to discover new 
pieces, more vibrant than the old ever were. Suddenly, I find myself 
renewed and, just like that, there it is--- Hope Resurrected

FINDING HOPE

Season's Greetings!
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By: Sharonna Banks
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1901 Ranch Road 620N, Bldg 2
Austin, TX 78734

512-222-1120
VillaPrints.com

This Year, Don’t Give Dad 
Another Tie.

  
Personalize Gifts for Your 

Entire List. 

Screen Printing, Embroidery, 
Monogramming, and Bling

VP_Ad_peel 1017.indd   1 10/12/2017   5:21:32 PM
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Kidz  Maze  Mania

© 2007. Feature Exchange

Tommy the turtle wandered too far from
the lake. Help him find his way through

the maze and back to the lake. 

IMPORTANT NUMBERS
EMERGENCY NUMBERS
EMERGENCY ...............................................................911
Fire ..................................................................................911
Ambulance ......................................................................911
Sheriff – Non-Emergency ............................... 512-943-1300

SCHOOLS
ROUND ROCK ISD
 Patsy Sommer Elementary ................................. 704-0600
  ..................................................16200 Avery Ranch Blvd.
 Elsa England Elementary School .......................... 704-1200
  .................................................8801 Pearson Ranch Road
 Cedar Valley Middle School ............................... 428-2300
  .............................................................. 8139 Racine Trail
 McNeil High School .......................................... 464-6300
  ...............................................................5720 McNeil Dr.
LEANDER ISD
 Rutledge Elementary .......................................... 570-6500
  .................................................... 11501 Staked Plains Dr.
 Stiles Middle School .......................................... 570-0000
  ................................................................ 3250 Barley Rd.
 Vista Ridge High School .................................... 570-1800
  .......................................................200 S. Vista Ridge Dr.

UTILITIES
City of Austin Water ...................................... 512-494-9400
Perdernales Electric......................................... 512-219-2602
TEXAS GAS SERVICE
 Custom Service ........................................1-800-700-2443
 Emergencies ................................................ 512-370-8609
 Call Before You Dig .................................... 512-472-2822
AT&T
 New Service .............................................1-800-464-7928
 Repair ......................................................1-800-246-8464
 Billing ......................................................1-800-858-7928
TIME WARNER CABLE
 Customer Service ........................................ 512-485-5555
 Repairs ........................................................ 512-485-5080
Solid Waste Servies ......................................... 512-494-9400

NEWSLETTER INFO
EDITOR

Articles...................................... AveryRanch@peelinc.com

PUBLISHER
Peel, Inc. ..................................................... 512-263-9181
Advertising.................................. advertising@peelinc.com

Purchase or Refinance
Home Equity
Home Improvement

As a member of the Avery Ranch HOA,
you and your family are eligible for membership.

Certain restrictions may apply. Loans subject to credit approval. 
Mortgage loans are available only on property in Texas. NMLS# 583215. 

Federally insured by NCUA.

Apply Today — rbfcu.org
1-800-580-3300512-833-3300

Lake Creek Branch | 10135 Lake Creek Pkwy.
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Christmas on Congress to be hosted at Paramount Theatre 

benefitting Alzheimer’s Texas and Austin Sunshine Camps
Christmas on Congress is set to be an elegant and meaningful night 

where remarkable musicians and guests come together to support 
and further the legacies of Alzheimer’s Texas and Austin Sunshine 
Camps. Presented annually by the National non-profit, Music and 
Memory, this wonderful evening will lead with a goal of making 
music the gold standard for healing.

Christmas on Congress will take place on Friday, December 15th at 
the Paramount Theatre and will feature performances by Marc & Ted 
Broussard, Reed Turner, Jackie Venson & Eve Monsees, along with 
Roses & Cigarettes with Circling Drones & Jeff Anderson. For over 
100 years, the Paramount Theatre has served as an essential venue 
in Austin, Texas. Paramount Theatre continues to play a significant 
role in supporting the many causes in the community that continue 
to make Austin, Texas unique. 

Prior to the performance, a featured VIP reception featuring the 
top ranked chef in the world will be held on the balcony level. Award-
winning chef, Matt Peters led the United States team to their first 
ever gold in the prestigious cooking competition, Bocuse d’Or. Prior 
to Peter’s appearance, the United States had never placed higher than 

second place in over thirty years of the world’s most elusive cooking 
competition. To enjoy this rare opportunity, email Matt Stanley for 
information on VIP ticket options.

Beneficiary, Alzheimer’s Texas offers a variety of programs and 
services for people battling the disease, their families and their friends. 
These programs and services provide information, education, support 
and guidance for every stage of their Alzheimer’s journey.

Serving the Austin, Texas community’s youth through after school 
programs and summer camps, beneficiary Austin Sunshine Camps 
is one of the oldest continuously-operating nonprofits in Austin 
and has empowered generations of youth through education and 
outdoor experiences.

If you are interested in being a presenting sponsor, there are many 
levels still available. Please contact Matt Stanley for details. For 
general admission ticket information, visit: http://bit.ly/2ziRO8m. 
For more information regarding release material, please contact: Matt 
Stanley, Founder/CEO of Sundance Memory Care and Hinson-
Matthews, at mstanley@hinsonmatthews.com.

LEARN MORE & JOIN TODAY AT AUSTINYMCA.ORG

NORTHWEST FAMILY YMCA  5807 McNeil Dr • 512.335.9622 

The holiday season is in full swing, and we know your calendar is packed.  
But with numerous fitness classes offered daily at 8 area locations,  
the YMCA of Austin is here to help you stretch yourself. Keep the 
commitment to your health through the holidays and burn off  
your seasonal stress at a Y near you.

Free classes for members include indoor cycling, yoga, pilates,  
water exercise, group exercise and so much more.

For more than a workout. For a better us.

FREE ChildWatch  
while you work out
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Share Your America
What if you didn’t have chocolate chip cookies, Dr. Pepper, 

corndogs or *gasp* Tex-Mex food or Whataburger? These are just 
some of the things that we take for granted every day. Imagine having 
a whole year to experience new foods, a new culture, a whole new 
life! That’s what hosting an exchange student is all about!

STS Foundation is currently looking for families for the 2018/2019 
school year. What does it take to be a host family? STS accepts all 
types of families, be it single parents, young marrieds, empty nesters 
or same sex couples – we are looking for families that are willing 
to Share their America with a high school student for the year. All 
you need to provide is three meals a day and a room for them to 
sleep in. The student can share a room with a same sex sibling that 
is within five years of their age. Each student comes with their own 
spending money and health insurance. Most of all, they come with 
an excitement to learn all they can about our American way of life.

Hosting is a great way to learn about the student’s culture as well, 
perhaps even learn a few new words in a new language. It’s a way of 
opening a new world to your children as well. Most importantly, it’s 
a way of making the world just a little bit smaller, so that we can all 
live in peace and harmony together.

If you are ready for this amazing experience, please give me a call, 
I’d love to talk with you more about it. I am one of the Houston area 
STS Local Coordinators, I’ve worked with foreign exchange students 
for seven years and have also hosted 13 students on my own. I can 
tell you anything you need to know about hosting. Please contact 
Vicki Odom at 832-455-7881 or via email at vicki.stsfoundation@
gmail.com.

STS Foundation is a 501(c)(3) not for profit organization who 
mission is to facilitate educational opportunities where all participants 
can break down cultural barriers, and gain respect and understanding 
of each other’s way of life.
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DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. 
Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted 
by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content 
with this publication. All warranties and representations made in the advertising 
content are solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content 
should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or 
failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such 
advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher 
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes, 
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of 
misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other 
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, 
except as limited to liabilities stated above.

The Ranch Report is a private publication published by Peel, Inc. It is not sanctioned 
by any homeowners association or organization, nor is it subject to the approval 
of any homeowners association or organization, nor is it intended, nor implied to 
replace any publication that may be published by or on behalf of any homeowners 
association or organization. At no time will any source be allowed to use the Ranch 
Report contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor 
in any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the 
purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, 
or other self amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed 
permission from Peel, Inc. The information in the newsletter is exclusively for the 
private use of Peel, Inc.

Preferred Provider

Blair R. Barnett, DDS, MS
Comprehensive Orthodontic care for children, 
teens and adults

1431
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Brushy Creek Rd

Kenai Dr

512-260-0084 • www.averyortho.com

$250 credit  toward comprehensive 
or invisalign treatment 

Mention this ad and receive a

Call today for a complimentary consultation!

Invisalign Now Off ers Diff erent Treatment Options 
to Fit Your Needs and Budget!

12151 W. Parmer Ln. • Cedar Park, TX 78613
Conveniently located on Parmer Lane across from the Ranch at Brushy Creek, just North of Avery Ranch.                

Invisalign 5: Perfect for minor crowding or correction of minor 
orthodontic relapse from not wearing retainers. Cases would 
complete in 5 trays (3-4 months) and at a very aff ordable fee.
Invisalign 10: Great for mild cases that would require up to 10 
trays (5-6 months) and at a surprisingly low fee.
Invisalign Teen: Invisalign can be great for certain teenagers. 
The invisalign teen product includes replacement aligners and 
compliance indicators. 
Comprehensive Invisalign: Many types of comprehensive 
cases can be successfully treated with the Invisalign system 
instead of traditional braces.
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12151 W. Parmer Ln., Unit A Suite 10

Happy Holidays from

NOT AVAILABLE ONLINE
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Carpet Beetles
Carpet beetles 

adults can be found 
outdoors on crape 
myrtles or other 
plants where the 
adults eat pollen and 
nectar. The adults 
may also be found 
in rodent or bird 
nests. When these 
adults move into 
homes, they may 
lay eggs which can 
lead to problems. 

These beetles can be pests in warehouses, homes, museums and 
other locations. 

Carpet beetle adults are small, round to oval shaped and often 
brightly colored. Larvae are small, tan, and ringed with bands of 
long hairs.

 Carpet beetle larvae feed on high protein foods, usually animal 
based, but they can also feed on plant material. They can be found 
in a variety of locations throughout the home. In the pantry, you 
may find them in items such as powdered milk, dried meats (jerky), 
or pet food. Other areas of the home they can be attracted to items 
made from wool, fur or feathers, areas where dead insects accumulate 
(i.e. light fixtures), leather book bindings, hair, silk or dried plant 
products. If the larvae are seen feeding on synthetic fibers, it is because 
the material is stained with body oils or food.

A program utilizing sanitation, exclusion and insecticides should 
be able to get a carpet beetle problem under control.
•	 Clean accumulations of hair, dead insects, and bird, rodent 

or wasp nests
•	 Regularly clean rugs, carpets, upholstery, etc.
 o make sure to get along edges, under cushions, and   

   under  furniture where debris may collect
•	 Inspect animal based items (taxidermied animals, leather, 

wool, silk, etc.) once a year to avoid infestations
•	 Keep pantry items/ dry goods in sealed, air-tight containers
•	 Infested items (if possible, depending on the items) can be 

heated or cooled to kill any beetles
 o freeze 2 weeks at temperatures below 18°F 
 o heat for at least 30 minutes to temperatures above 120°F
•	 Insecticides should be used as spot treatments- make sure 

carpet beetles are listed on the label as well as the area/ item 
you are treating 

 omake sure the product will not stain

If you find a few adult carpet beetles in your home, squish them 
on vacuum them up. A few adults usually do not warrant a full 
treatment, but you should watch for a developing infestation. 

For more information or help with identification, contact Wizzie 
Brown, Texas AgriLife Extension Service Program Specialist at 
512.854.9600. Check out my blog at www.urban-ipm.blogspot.com

The information given herein is for educational purposes only. 
Reference to commercial products or trade names is made with 
the understanding that no discrimination is intended and no 
endorsement by Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service or the Texas 
A&M AgriLife Research is implied.

The Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service provides equal access 
in its programs, activities, education and employment, without regard 
to race, color, sex, religion, national origin, disability, age, genetic 
information, veteran status, sexual orientation or gender identity.

Join us every Sunday 
morning at 10:00 a.m.

at the
MUV Dance Center

2051 Cypress Creek Rd. Suite 
R, Cedar Park, TX 78613

RENOVATE CHURCH

CONNECT. GROW. IMPACT.
www.RenovateChurch.com

MEANINGFUL FAITH
MEANINGFUL RELATIONSHIPS

PASTOR,
DAVE

JAMERSON
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308 Meadowlark St.
Lakeway, TX 78734-4717

Looking to buy or sell your home?
Wanting to invest in residential or commercial real estate?

Call an expert you can trust!


