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IMPORTANT NUMBERS

Property Tax
 Montgomery County Tax ............................936-539-7897
 Conroe ISD .................................................936-709-7751
 Montgomery MUD #89  .............................713-932-9011

Police & Fire
 Emergency ................................................................... 911
 Montgomery Sheriff ....................................936-760-5800
 Pct. 3 Constable Office ................................281-364-4211
 S. Montgomery Co. Fire Dept. Non-Emergency ......281-363-3473
 Montgomery County EMS Non-Emergency ..... 936-441-6243
 Crime Stoppers ............................................713-222-TIPS 
 Poison Control.............................................800-222-1222
 Texas DPS ...................................................713-681-1761

Utilities
 Electricity (TXU) .........................................800-368-1398
 Electricity (TXU New Service) ....................281-441-3928
 Electricity (Centerpoint) ..............................713-207-2222
 Gas (Centerpoint) ........................................713-659-2111
 Water/Municipal Oper. & Consulting .........281-367-5511 
 Best Trash ....................................................281-313-2378 
 Street Light Outages ....................................713-207-2222
 Cable/Internet/Phone...COMCAST ............713-341-1000

Public Services
 Local US Post Office ....................................281-419-7948
 Toll Road EZ Tag .........................................281-875-3279
 Voters Registration .......................................936-539-7843
 Vehicle Registration .....................................281-292-3325
 Drivers License Information ........................936-442-2810
 Montgomery County Animal Control .........936-442-7738
 Montgomery Chamber  ...............................281-367-5777

Conroe ISD ....................................................936-709-7751
 Birnham Woods Elementary ........................281-863-4200
 Cox Intermediate  ........................................281-465-3200  
 York Junior High  ........................................832-592-8600
 Oak Ridge High  .........................................832-592-5300

NEWSLETTER INFO
Editor
Submit Articles ............................. legendsranch@peelinc.com
Publisher
 Peel, Inc. ...................... www.PEELinc.com, 888-687-6444
 Advertising........advertising@PEELinc.com, 888-687-6444

NOT AVAILABLE 
ONLINE

BUSINESS CLASSIFIEDS
RAINCO IRRIGATION SPECIALIST: Commercial & 
Residential. Backflow Testing, Irrigation (Sprinkler) System 
Service, Maintenance and Repair, Rainbird - Hunter. Fully 
Insured. License # 9004 & 9226. Call 713-824-5327.

BUSINESS CLASSIFIEDS: (offering a service or product 
line for profit) are $50, limit 40 words, please contact Peel, Inc. 
Sales Office @ 888-687-6444 or advertising@PEELinc.com
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Please remember to 
pick up after your pets 
and “scoop the poop”

ELECTRICAL SERVICES
 SERVICING ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS

713.467.1125 or 281.897.0001
www.WiredES.com

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED

• Panel Upgrades
• Home Inspections
• TV Install/Mounting
• Troubleshooting
• Remodeling
• Landscaping Lighting
• Home Generators

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
LICENSED & INSURED

24-7 SERVICE

Take $25.00 Off Your 
Next Service Call

TECL 22809 Master 100394
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED WITH OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
FREE ESTIMATES & DESIGN CONSULTATION • 100% FINANCING AVAILABLE 

PATIO COVERS | PERGOLAS | CARPORTS | PORTE COCHÈRES 
OUTDOOR KITCHENS | DECORATIVE OUTDOOR FLOORING

www.custompatiostructures.com832.570.3990

C U S T O M   PAT I O   S T R U C T U R E S
Committed to Qualty, Value & Service

Residents:
For any community 

related questions or 
concerns, please use any 
of the following forms of 
communication.

First Service Residential 24 hour customer support 800-932-9449

General Manager - Cicely Towers-Harris 
281-419-2539, Cicely.harris@fsresidential.com

Community Administrator – Jessica Wende 
281-681-9750, Jessica.wende@fsresidential.com

Feedback: Lranchfeedback@gmail.com
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WHY YOU SHOULD HOST AN EXCHANGE 
STUDENT – YES, YOU!

“International exchanges are not a great tide to sweep away all 
differences, but they will slowly wear away at the obstacles to peace 
as surely as water wears away a hard stone.”

– Former President George H.W. Bush

This time of year, the 100 or so high school exchange student 
programs in the U.S. are beginning to seek host families for the 
coming academic year for both one semester and full academic year 
students. 

About 28,000 students come to the U.S. each year for youth 
exchange programs of varying lengths. Not surprisingly, their 
motivations vary. They want to improve their English-speaking skills. 
They want to establish their independence from their parents. They 
want to see the America of Hollywood and the streets of New York. 
If they don’t have siblings, they would like one. They want to share 
the beauty and complexity of Japanese or Italian cooking. They want 
to play American football and be on the cheerleading team. They 
want to travel and see new places.

They want to live life as an American teenager.

Families who welcome these exchange students into their homes 
and hearts not only enrich the life of an exceptional young person, 
they help build people-to-people connections that span the globe 
and last of a lifetime.

– Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, Summer 2010

I think cultural exchanges, including hosting high school exchange 
students, offer benefits far beyond being “a good citizen.” Beyond 
actually learning about another culture and how things might be 
done differently on a daily basis, it challenges one’s assumptions 
about other cultures, teaches communication skills, and helps develop 
patience and flexibility.

Few experiences can teach you – and your children — the small 
but critical differences between cultures as living with someone from 
another country.

The benefits to America children – both our own children and 
others who are attending school with exchange students – are 
significant in ways that are difficult (if not impossible) to quantify. It’s 
not something adults often think about. Even school administrators 
don’t always think through how exposure to other cultures can benefit 
students in their districts. Think about communication for just a 
moment. Although your children will, of course, speak English to 
their exchange student, the potential for miscommunication is huge 
when you are talking to non-native English speakers. The processes of 
learning how to re-shape your thoughts, speak more clearly, and make 
sure what you intend to say is what is heard are important skills. Think 
about your assumptions about other cultures – your assumptions, 

and those of your children and their friends, about another country’s 
foods, habits, or attitudes. Think about relationships, and learning 
how to adapt, become more cooperative, and developing an ability 
to be flexible.

You *do* have something to offer.

Many families tell me they can’t host because “we aren’t a good host 
family.” People assume they must be outgoing, that they need to be 
a family that travels a lot, or that they must be a family that goes to 
museums, events, and activities all the time. People assume that it 
is critical for a host family to live in a big city so it will be “fun” for 
a teen, that it is important to provide a student with his or her own 
bedroom, or that they must live near the high school. Many people 
assume you must have a high school student in your home in order 
to host a high school exchange student. The list of “why we’re not a 
good family” goes on, but most of these pre-conceptions simply aren’t 
accurate. Is it nice to travel with your student? Of course, because 
it’s fun to share your city, your state, or your country’s beautiful 
places. But not everyone travels much. Is it nice to live next to the 
high school? Of course. But let’s face it, most people don’t. Is it 
“fun” for a teen to live in the city? Sure. But nice people who have 
the desire, capability, and emotional intelligence to be a host family 
live everywhere.

The truth is, there is no typical American host family, because there 
is no single “typical” American family. American host families have 
teens and don’t have teens. They have young children and toddlers. 
They have children who are now grown and living elsewhere, or no 
children at all. They have dogs or not, large homes or small ones. 
Single parents are families, as are grandparents. American families 
live in large cities, suburban areas, and in small communities. The 
students are not here to travel, have a tour guide, just have “fun,” 
or to have an easy life with a five-minute school commute. They’re 
here to go to school, learn about our country, live with a family, and 
to learn what life is like for an American teen. They can play on the 
soccer team or have a role in the school play no matter where they 
live and no matter what the composition of their host family.

The key to hosting a student is not in who is in your family, but 
who you are as people. Good host families are people who want to 
share their own culture and community, and learn about someone 
else’s. Good host parents look to give their families a glimpse of the 
world and introduce them to new customs and cultures.

STS Foundation is currently looking for host families in our area. 
If you are interested in hosting a student and enjoying this enriching 
experience, please contact Vicki Odom at 832-455-7881 or email 
me at vicki.stsfoundation@gmail.com for more information. 
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2930 RAYFORD ROAD 281.363.4500 • www.DISCOVERGATEWAY.com

DISCOVER THE JOY OF BELONGING

MONDAY - FRIDAY ~ 6:30AM - 6:00PM
6 WEEKS TO PRE-KINDERGARTEN
FULL TIME & PART TIME PROGRAMS

WEEKLY CHAPEL ~ MUSIC ~ SPANISH ~ COMPUTERS ~ DANCE/GYMNASTICS

KINDERGARTEN TO 4TH GRADE
AFTER-SCHOOL BUS PICK-UP ~ FULL TIME SUMMER CARE

C H R I S T I A N  C H I L D C A R E  C E N T E R
Gateway To Learning
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DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. 
Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted 
by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content 
with this publication. All warranties and representations made in the advertising 
content are solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content 
should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or 
failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such 
advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher 
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes, 
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of 
misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other 
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, 
except as limited to liabilities stated above.

The Ranch Review is a private publication published by Peel, Inc. It is not sanctioned 
by any homeowners association or organization, nor is it subject to the approval 
of any homeowners association or organization, nor is it intended, nor implied to 
replace any publication that may be published by or on behalf of any homeowners 
association or organization. At no time will any source be allowed to use the Ranch 
Review contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor 
in any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the 
purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, 
or other self amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed 
permission from Peel, Inc. The information in the newsletter is exclusively for the 
private use of Peel, Inc. 

Let me introduce you 
to Iris, our 9-year-old 
Eastern Screech Owl. 
She makes her home at 
TWRC Wildlife Center 
and is  a “gal  about 
town”. As one of our 
Animal Ambassadors, 
she can often be seen 
at schools, churches 
and community events 
throughout the Houston 
area.

Iris was just a few 
days old when a rescuer 
f o u n d  h e r  o n  t h e 
ground. Our vet staff 
could see that one of 

her eyes wasn’t developing properly. After being examined by 
a specialist, it was discovered that she was blind in that eye. 
Knowing that owls can still survive in the wild with only one eye, a 
dedicated rehabilitator worked with her to prepare her for release. 
With her eye problem and some other issues that developed, it 
was decided that it was in the best interest of Iris not to release 
her and instead “promote” her to an Animal Ambassador.

Iris lives a pretty good life. She is served with frozen mice that 
have been warmed. She goes to the “beauty shop” every couple of 
months to get her nails done (actually they’re called talons) and 
get her beak trimmed and shaped. She is also given a thorough 
examination to make sure she is healthy. We are grateful to Dr. 
White at Briarcrest Veterinary Clinic who donates his time to 
the Center to care for Iris and our other Animal Ambassadors. 
In the wild, Screech Owls live an average of 12 years but because 
Iris doesn’t have to face the challenges of life in the wild, she is 
expected to live well beyond 12 years of age.

Screech owls have a unique call. One source described it as a 
horse on helium. They let out a descending whinny capped off 
with a trill. If you come to our Center to visit, she may even 
“talk” to you. One of her favorite things is to do is to respond to 
sirens she hears. As soon as she hears a siren, she starts in. Wish 
we could read her mind to find out why she does that.

Iris and her handlers are available to come and talk to your group, 
your school, your church or other gatherings. If you would like pricing 
information, send an email to education@twrcwildlifecenter.org.

TWRC Wildlife Center is a 501(c)(3) organization. 
www.twrcwildlifecenter.org

MEET IRIS
By Cheryl Conley, TWRC Wildlife Center
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Attention KIDS: Send Us Your Masterpiece!
Color the drawing below and mail the finished artwork to us at:

Peel, Inc. - Kids Club
308 Meadowlark St

Lakeway, TX 78734-4717
We will select the top few and post their artwork on our Facebook Page - Facebook.com/PeelInc.

DUE: January 31st
Be sure to include the following so we 

can let you know!

Name: 
_______________________________

(first name, last initial)

Age:________________

LR
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What do previous clients think about Peyo Rubio? 
Read their feedback at www.har.com/peyorubio 

4.96 out of 5.00  Based on 462+ surveys

Peyo Rubio

RE/MAX NORTHWEST
LEGENDS RANCH RESIDENT

PeyoRubio@REMAX.net
832.638.9166

Each office is individually owned and operated.

365
1 Resolution...

Let us help you keep your 
New Year resolution!

Make it Count!

Days...


